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Normally our Annual Dinner is held in 
August. Sadly this year is not a normal year. 
Due to lockdown restrictions we can’t have our 
Annual Dinner at the Kelvin Club, so instead 
will have a virtual Annual Dinner on Zoom. 

Our guest speakers will be Philip and Mark 
Weigall, who are well known to us all. 

Philip (on the right) is one of our most prolific 
fly fishing writers. He is the author of several 
excellent books and countless magazine 
articles, and now edits the popular digital fly 
fishing magazine FlyStream. He is also heavily 
booked as a fly fishing guide. 
Mark (below) is also a highly skilled and very 
popular guide, as well as being the owner/
manager of Millbrook Lakes, our best known 
and most successful private trout fishery.

As you can see, our guest speakers know 
something about catching trout.
With his tenth book ‘Flyfishing Western Victoria’ 
just released, Philip will discuss how to get 
the best from the western Victorian lakes, with 
Mark offering some ideas as well. Then Mark 
will talk about recent trips to Patagonia and 
Argentina. Questions are welcome!
While the Zoom presentation will commence 
at 7:00 pm, Philip and Mark will be introduced 
at 8:00 pm, and following their presentation 
there will be lots of time for questions and 
discussion.
This will be a fun and informative, albeit 
unusual Annual Dinner, and we look forward 
to your participation. (For more details see 
page 2.)

Our 2020 Annual Dinner with  Philip and Mark Weigall
SEPTEMBER 2020

Thursday, September 17, 
7:00 pm,

via Zoom

Philip with a magnificent Eucumbene brown

Mark caught this large brown in a New Zealand 
back-country stream
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As already detailed on page 1, our 
September meeting this year will be 
our Annual Dinner, with special guests 
Mark and Philip Weigall. Due lockdown 
restrictions we are unable have this event 
at the Kelvin Club, so will proceed with a 
virtual Annual Dinner on Zoom. The plan is 
to open the Zoom video presentation at 7:00 
pm, when we suggest that members and 
guests have their own dinner, drinks, and 
their stories ready. There will be a Zoom 
Door Prize of a dozen of each of Philip's 
and Mark’s favourite flies – the Scintilla 
Stick Caddis and the Claret Carrot fly.
Philip and Mark will be introduced at 
about 8:00 pm, and after their presentation 
there will be plenty of time for questions 
and less formal discussion as the evening 
progresses. It will be a fun and informative, 
albeit unusual Annual Dinner, and we look 
forward to your participation.
Using Zoom:
To assist you in joining us for dinner and a 
chat, follow these steps:

The simplest way to join us is to wait for 
Terry Roger’s email on the day giving an 
invitation. Then simply click on the Website 
link he will give inviting members to join.
Alternatively - 
1)	 Open your internet browser and type in 

https://zoom.us/join  
2)	 Type these numbers - 873 6925 3537 

into the box labelled “Meeting ID or 
Personal Link Name”

3)	 Click on “Join”
4)	 A box will then open on your screen 

asking, “Do you want to allow this page 
to open zoom.us.app?” Click “Allow”

It is best to have your radio and television 
turned off if they are on in the same room as 
you are sitting for using Zoom. It will take 
a little while for Zoom to open and then 
you will join the rest of the members for an 
enjoyable night.

The 2020 Annual Dinner with Philip and Mark Weigall
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Reflecting on the year, there are so many 
highs and lows as well as the challenges in 
navigating our way through the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

The Council has been very supportive 
throughout the year. Our dedicated 

team included Mike Jarvis (Immediate 
Past President), Tony Mitchem (Honorary 
Treasurer), Kevin Finn (Secretary), 
Dermot O’Brien (Government Liaison), 
Lyndon Webb (Editor of our Newsletter), 
Hamish Hughes (Guest Speakers and 
Technical Support), Terry Rogers (Dinners 
and Communication), John Pilkington 
(Librarian and Advisor) and David Hooke 
(Guest Speakers). 

We started the Council year with Bill 
Fary as a member, but sadly Bill found it 
necessary to resign for council early this 
year. He has recently taken up assisting us 
with the membership review.  

Our membership has continued to grow 
in numbers and it’s wonderful to see 
some younger members joining the 
ranks. I encourage you all to welcome our 
new members and cast a fly with them 
sometime. 

Unfortunately we also lost some revered 
members who sadly passed away during 
the past year. All were valued and 
appreciated for sharing with us their 
passion for fly fishing and their camaraderie 
within our ranks. They contributed to the 
Association with their wisdom, knowledge 
and friendship. Their names included Peter 
Campbell, Arthur King, Greig Foletta, 
George Gamble, Julian Newton-Brown and 
John Philbrick.   

We have a number of members who have 
offered valuable assistance in various ways 
throughout the year, with these including 
Peter Boag, David Grisold, Hugh Maltby, 
Gordon Baker, Andrew Mossman, Hubert 
Reichelt, Terry George (via his ATF work), 

and David Wakefield. Equally, we were well 
supported by the clubs and associations 
that hosted events during the year.  

Our events calendar started well, then 
slowed somewhat due to Covid-19 
restrictions. Events over the past 12 months 
have included the Big River weekend at 
Pilks’s country retreat, the Snob’s Creek 
hatchery visit, the Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ 
weekend, the Talk Wild Trout Conference, 
and Christmas Dinner with David Grisold. 
Hilary Hutcheson and Whitney Milhoan 
delighted us with their passion for fly 
fishing and their connection with Casting 
for Recovery. We were able to donate $1,000 
to the Victorian branch of Casting for 
Recovery.    

Our events in the past year also included 
the October 2019 Latrobe Valley Dam Day, 
a great day out with the Latrobe Valley 
Fly Fishers where I was fortunate to be 
entertained by Julian Newton-Brown and 
David Wakefield. 

President’s Message
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Our three Millbrook Lakes days were well-
supported and provided an opportunity for 
members to enjoy some fabulous fishing.  

An important event was our annual 
Tasmanian trip last February, where 
we stayed at Hayes on Brumby’s. The 
Thursday night Dinner, always a notable 
feature of the Tassie trip, brought together 
a highly esteemed collection of fly fishing 
friends that included Peter Hayes, Ron 
Dennis, Ray Brown, Michael Youl, Andrew 
Braithwaite, Mike Stevens, Ian Dickinson, 
Andrew Fuller, Jim Allen and Charles Peck. 

Unfortunately, events that were listed 
but which didn’t occur were the annual 
Donger weekend with the Bairnsdale Fly 
Fishers on the Mitta Mitta River (cancelled 
because of the fires in Gippsland), the Bruce 
Whitehead Western Lakes trophy event, this 
year’s Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ dinner, the 
proposed nymphing day on the Goulburn 
with Jo and Rick Dobson, Choco’s stream 
craft day, and our planned Casting Days at 
the Red Tag pool in Fairfield. 

David Hooke has managed to gather 
a very talented and diverse group of 
people to entertain and educate us at our 
general meetings. These have included our 
February Liar’s Night, James Laverty from 
Fly Odyssey Australia, Cameron Westaway 
and Nathan Miles from NSW Inland 
Fisheries, Charley May - a guide who spoke 
about fishing in the UK, Karen Brooks - 
who guides in Tasmania and is currently 
Australian Women’s champion fly fisher. 
In September we’ll be joined by Philip and 
Mark Weigall.

We have continued to strengthen our 
relationship with both the Australian Trout 
Foundation and the Victorian Fisheries 
Authority. We have supported the ATF with 
volunteers to improve our trout fishery via 
the Wild Trout 5-year Strategic Plan which 
is about to be released, the Wild Trout 
Fishery workshop, habitat restoration work 
and the Steavenson River survey. 

Our members have also been involved 
with the Victorian Fisheries Authority via 

the Wild Trout Conference in 2019 and the 
Trout Reference Group. 

Throughout the year we have again been 
well supported by a very generous group 
of wholesalers, retailers and individuals. 
These include AFN Fishing & Outdoors, 
Armadale Angling, Aussie Angler, 
Australian Trout Foundation, Compleat 
Angler – CBD, Essential Flyfisher, the 
Flyfisher Melbourne, Fly Finz Fishing 
Tackle & Books, Fly Life magazine, Hook 
Up Bait & Tackle, Hurley’s Fly Fishing, JM 
Gillies, Mayfly Tackle, Millbrook Lakes and 
Victorian Fisheries Authority. 

As well, our members have continued to 
support us with their generous time and 
donations. We will continue the momentum 
within council to bring value to all our 
members as the year will be busy with 
activities and events continuing when we 
can get out and about. More to come in 
future newsletters.   

Nominations for the new council were 
received and accepted for Joanne Dobson, 
Will Davidson and Andrew McKenzie. 
David Hooke has taken on the Vice 
President’s role. The full council now 
includes Christopher Gray – President 
Mike Jarvis – Immediate Past President 
Tony Mitchem – Honorary Treasurer Kevin 
Finn – Secretary Terry Rogers – Councillor 
Lyndon Webb – Editor John Pilkington – 
Librarian Hamish Hughes – Councillor and 
Dermot O'Brien. 

We will continue with Zoom as our 
platform to bring our guest speakers to 
your lounge room for the foreseeable future. 
The VFFA is in good hands with a great 
team and will continue to provide value to 
members.  

Stay safe and I wish you all good health,
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Thanks to Zoom our 2020 AGM was 
one of the most well-attended for many 
years, with some 45 members logging in 
to hear the president’s annual report and 
the treasurer’s financial report. It was all 
over in 28 minutes, but then the Zoom 
connection was maintained and a general 
discussion and sharing of information was 
enjoyed for a further hour by the many 
members who remained connected. 

In his report President Chris Gray 
welcomed three new members to the 
Council and announced David Hooke as 
our new Vice President.

David and our three new council members 
have provided some brief introductions of 
themselves. 

David Hooke (Vice President)
I grew up on a soldier settlement block 
in the Western District where my father 
was too busy trying to keep up with 
boarding school bills for five kids to even 
contemplate fishing!

Then about twenty years ago Mike Hitchen 
suggested I accompany him and his 
Scottish father on a trip to Tasmania. He 
even gave me a Scientific Angler fly rod as 
encouragement, but I had no idea what I 
was doing and broke it within 10 minutes 
by hitting the tip on the ground on my 
backcast. 

I decided to spend a weekend at the 
Goulburn Valley Centre doing a beginners’ 
fly fishing course and as they say in the 
classics, “the rest is history”. Since then I've 
had numerous trips to Tasmania and New 
Zealand with Mike and the VFFA, to which 
I was introduced by Rick Dugina when 
he was president. I have been guided by a 
number of Tassie guides, and have met and 
now count as friends many VFFA members.

During my working life I had a busy 
practice as a consultant physician and this 
limited my fishing. But now I’m retired, so 
have more time and thus put up my hand 
to serve on Council and get more involved. 

I'm looking forward to this next phase of 
my fortunate life.

The accompanying picture was taken 
in Balad, Iraq, where I was working in 
Intensive Care on an American base with 
25,000 of my closest friends! 

Joanne Dobson
My husband Rick introduced me to fly 
fishing some 28 years ago with a trip to 
Tasmania in search of tailing trout on the 
Western Lakes. It was early season and, 
despite the snow, fly fishing became a 
pursuit we could share. 

I am a keen outdoor enthusiast, and enjoy 
both salt and freshwater fishing, from the 
boat, kayak, or walking the shore. Our two 
children enjoy many trips with us, and can 

The August AGM

David enjoyed some great fly fishing literature in 
Iraq. This photo was originally sent to Rob Sloane, 

the editor of FlyLife, but was never published. 
Perhaps it didn’t get past the censor.

Jo Dobson looks very pleased with this magnificent 
rainbow
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even be tempted to cast a line or spear for 
fish. 

I have a deep respect for the environment, 
and through work on our property, as a 
member of our local land care group, and 
more recently through supporting the ATF 
believe we can all do better to improve our 
fishing. It is clear to me that there is a direct 
correlation between our actions to help 
the environment and improved outcomes 
for our angling future. I am keen to 
support a better future for our trout fishing 
opportunities here in Victoria.

As a member of the VFFA council I hope to 
learn from and support the existing council 
and look forward to being a positive 
contributor in such a great organisation.

Will Davidson 
I am originally from Bairnsdale in East 
Gippsland and came to Melbourne to board 
at Xavier College for my final three years 
of high school. I then attended Melbourne 
University as a resident at Newman College 
while completing an undergraduate degree 
in commerce and a Juris Doctor in law. I 
have lived in Melbourne ever since except 
for a year on exchange at the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles. 

My father taught me to fly fish on the 
magnificent Mitta Mitta River. (I was 
initially too impatient to persist and 
resorted to using spinners, but eventually 

saw the light). Dad is a member of the 
Bairnsdale Fly Fishing Club and almost 
every year we would go to the Club’s lodge 
near Omeo to enjoy some fishing time 
together. 

Aside from fishing I am a Project and 
Finance Lawyer working at Price 
Waterhouse Coopers, a passionate and long 
suffering Melbourne supporter, and a keen 
but frustrated golfer.

Andrew McKenzie
I am married with four children and have 
lived in Sydney for 22 years. (I was born in 
Melbourne so hopefully that still counts!) I 
retired recently because I wanted to spend 
more time fishing, though this hasn’t really 
worked out so well this year.

I have always loved fishing and taught 
myself to fly fish when 15 years old. Fly 
fishing, whether in fresh or saltwater, is a 
bug I have not been able to escape from 
and have immersed myself in most areas of 
the sport. I am a certified casting instructor 
with Fly Fishers International and run 
weekly casting sessions, I’ve tied all my 
own flies since starting, have built rods and 
took up bamboo rod making to round out 
the collection, and have amassed a huge 
library of fly fishing books. And it goes on, 
as most of you will know.

What I really love doing is helping those 
new to the sport make a start on the 
journey and watch them grow into it. 
Hopefully I might be able to help the VFFA 
membership here in NSW in some way too. 

Will Davidson comes from a family of ardent fly 
fishers

Andrew McKenzie, a highly skilled fly fisher, is our 
first interstate council member
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Andrew is the owner of The Flyfisher 
store in downtown Melbourne (formerly 
Jim Allen’s Compleat Flyfisher), Tiewell 
fly tying materials, and FlyStream.com. 
He has worked in the fly fishing industry 
for over 15 years and has been mentored 
by some of the best in the business.

Andrew is the first to admit there are 
better fly fishers than him out there, but 
he doubts many have as much fun doing 
it. With his shack in the Tassie central 
highlands and a thirst for travel, he fly 
fishes on every opportunity he gets. 

A self-confessed gear freak who justifies 
being that way because it’s his job, we 
doubt there is anyone who knows fly 
fishing gear as well as he does. Always 
available at The Flyfisher and theflyfisher.
com.au for a chat, his excitement, 

amiability, and knowledge has helped 
accelerate hundreds of budding fly 
fishers into a lifelong passion.

For our October meeting Andrew has 
decided to head his presentation as: 
“Why putting a pause on exotic fly 
fishing travel isn’t the end of the world.” 
He will tell us all about trout fishing day 
trips and where you need to go when 
domestic travel finally opens again. He 
will also give us the good oil on the best 
new fly fishing gear for 2020.

This will again be a Zoom meeting on 
Thursday, October 15, at 8:00 pm. So 
you’ll be able to settle back at home with 
a coffee close at hand and enjoy a top 
presentation by a highly experienced fly 
fisher and tackle expert.

The October Meeting with Andrew Fuller

Andrew Fuller catches lots of superb fish. His thoughts at our October meeting on good local angling day 
trips will be keenly appreciated.
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By the time this newsletter reaches 
most of our readers the new season 

will have commenced. Saturday, 
September 5, is the big day when our 
rivers open again for trout fishing. 
Unfortunately for us city slickers in 
Melbourne those painful Covid-19 
restrictions will probably keep us home. 

Then again, perhaps we won’t be missing 
much. As photos of the Rubicon supplied 
by John Douglas show, all that recent rain 
means many of our favourite streams 
are currently high and fast and dirty. 
And we know from past experience that 
sensible, decent, proper, reasonable fly 
fishing doesn’t really get going until well 
into October. John’s summary comment 
was: “All north-east streams are flowing 
really well and with the recent rains are 
expected to have good flows through 
the coming season. Waters are cold and 
less people around due to Coronavirus 
restrictions augers well for the trout. The 
photos of the Rubicon are typical of the 
streams here."

In the meantime, if the rules are relaxed 
later this month, perhaps the stillwaters 
will offer some opportunities. We may 

need them as New Zealand is not 
available this year for those who make 
the annual pilgrimage to Gore, and Tassie 
is closed until December at least. What a 
rotten year it’s been.  

Like many of you, much of my recent 
fishing has involved tying a few flies, 
casting on the front lawn, and peering 
into the pages of fishing magazines. A 
few weeks ago I was wading through (no 
pun intended) a recent issue of the UK 
magazine Trout & Salmon, and was taken 
with the comments by editor Andrew 
Flintcroft. The UK, too, has been in 
lockdown, but restrictions have recently 
been lifted, and to the astonishment 
of many the fishing there has been 
surprisingly good. (Of course their 
northern hemisphere trout season opens 
in March, and is now in their autumn.)

Why so? To quote bits from Andrew 
Flitcroft’s editorial, “The UK trout fishers 
are now enjoying their best sport in years. 
Catches of salmon and trout throughout 
the UK have been tremendous and are 
continuing. One theory is that this year's 
bumper catches are because fish are 
facing fewer flies. Rivers have not been 

"Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication." (Leonardo da Vinci)
"The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable, a perpetual series 
of occasions for hope." (John Buchan)
"No man ever steps in the same river twice, for it's not the same river and he's not the same 
man." (Heraclitus)
"Most fishermen use the double haul to throw their casting mistakes further." (Lefty Kreh)
"I salute the gallantry and uncompromising standards of wild trout, and their tastes in 
landscapes." (John Madson)
"Put backing on your line; even if you never use it. It helps you dream." (Jimmy Moore)

From the
EDITOR’S DESK
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fished day in and day out as normal, and 
this begs the question, do we ordinarily 
put too much pressure on fish? When 
they are rested fish are certainly more 
likely to take a fly. I think that trout have 
definitely benefited from the rest. 

On many stillwaters, and particularly 
big reservoirs, trout were stocked during 
the lockdown. But on Britain’s premier 
venues there were no competitions. The 
absence of competition fly fishing has 
proven how significantly this activity 
heaps pressure on fish. Many hundreds 
of fish are caught and released in major 
competitions, the majority of which take 
place in the first half of the season. This 
year the fish were spared and allowed to 
grow and maintain their feeding vigour. 
Fishing on all the big stillwater trout 
fisheries has been outstanding since 
lockdown, and I think many anglers will 
be questioning the need for so many 
competitions and the impact they have on 
our sport.”

So there it is – this dreadful virus has had 
many horrendous consequences, but at 
least it improved the fishing in England. 
Not sure how it will affect our fishing, 
but perhaps the UK result might be 

duplicated here. If restrictions limit the 
pressure on our Victorian streams then 
perhaps our trout might benefit too. 

Another Covid-19 connection with 
fishing was an article passed to me by 
my son-in-law, from the Washington 
Post. The article was headed: “Casting 
about for a pandemic-friendly pastime? 
Eight reasons to consider fly-fishing.” 
The article, by Heather Balogh Rochfort, 
dated July 7, opens with “It’s not very 
often that anyone compares a Brad Pitt 
movie to a worldwide pandemic, but 
that’s what’s happening in the world of 
fly fishing. While other businesses try to 
dig themselves out from the damaging 
effects of the coronavirus and quarantine, 
many fly fishing shops across the country 
are noticing a different trend: business is 
booming.”

“We’ve been doing this for 160 years, 
and the last time we saw a push this big 
was when Brad Pitt made ‘A River Runs 
Through It,’ ” says Simon Perkins, the 
newly appointed president of fly fishing 
giant Orvis. 

So in summary, here are the eight reasons 
cited for why fly fishing is the ideal 
pandemic activity:

Social distancing is the norm:
Crowds are frowned upon when fly 
fishing. Many anglers go solo, and 

Two recent photos of the Rubicon River, which is flowing high and fast
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even those who fish with friends opt to 
maintain their distance to avoid tangling 
one fishing line with another. Anglers 
always stand at least 75 to 100 feet away 
from each other, far surpassing the 
minimal social distancing requirement.

Water is everywhere:
Traditionally, anglers prefer scenic 
rivers and lakes to partake in fly fishing. 
However, when quarantine restrictions 
prohibited travel, people got creative and 
used whatever was accessible — even if 
it was a suburban pond or an urban river. 
“Fishing used to be narrowly defined, ... 
but now, if you have water and a fly rod, 
you’re fly fishing.”

It is relatively affordable:
According to Orvis, an entry-level 
Encounter box kit, including the rod, 
reel and line, costs $200. Flies are $2 to $3 
each. Permits are also needed. Prices vary 
from state to state, but annual resident 
permits cost roughly $50. And, once you 
make the initial investment, the costs 
dramatically subside.

You can eat your catch:
Anglers frequently practice “catch 
and release” and throw the fish back. 
However, when the pandemic led to 
empty store shelves, tackle shop owner 
Tracy Nguyen-Chung in Portland noticed 
that some people were fly fishing to feed 
their families. “The pandemic presented 
new challenges in seeking fresh food, 
so this provides a meaningful way to 
supplement groceries,” she said.

It can improve your mental health:
Chronic stress levels are up, says the 
American Psychological Association. 
Fortunately, time outside is proven 
to decrease anxiety levels, and fly 
fishing itself has been shown to be both 
meditative and calming. “You experience 
and understand nature on an intimate 
level,” Perkins says. “It’s a lifelong 

journey of discovery, and I think that’s 
why it’s becoming a safe way for people 
to connect and give themselves. People 
are leaning into their health right now, 
and this feeds their emotional strength.”

It’s a bonding activity:
Families are getting on the water 
more than ever before. Many families 
quarantined together, so they feel 
comfortable taking fly fishing lessons 
together, too. Breckenridge Outfitters are 
seeing an increase in parents and kids 
wanting to get on the water. “Trout don’t 
live in ugly places, so why not enjoy the 
beautiful scenery as a family?”

It’s a return to tradition:
Hilary Hutcheson believes that many 
people turned to fly fishing in the 
midst of the pandemic because it was a 
return to traditional skills. “We may not 
outwardly realize it, but I think there 
is this deep-seated feeling of anxiety 
about what is happening in the world,” 
she says. “So, we acquire this skill and 
become part of the life cycle. That’s how 
we know we are going to be okay.”

You’ve got more free time:
Some people may be out of work 
because of the pandemic, while others 
simply have surplus free time with 
the cancellations of events and travel. 
According to Nguyen-Chung, fly fishing 
takes longer to learn because there is 
more to it than spin fishing, so this 
summer could be prime time to pick up 
a new skill. “The longer learning curve 
in this sport is part of the joy of the 
process,” she says. 

So there you go. If you needed reasons for 
why this is a good time to fly fish, then 
there’s eight of them.

Take care and stay safe,

Lyndon
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Introduction 
In February of this year the ATF released a 
survey to as many trout anglers as possible 
in Victoria to ascertain their perceptions of 
the Victorian wild trout fishery. This survey 
was partly in response to the Victorian 
Wild Trout Strategy workshop that was 
conducted in Lilydale, Victoria, in October 
2019, held to develop a five-year Victorian 
Wild Trout Strategy. 
The survey was sent electronically to 
approximately 2,000 anglers and angling 
clubs. More anglers may have been invited 
to respond to the survey via social media 
links. Over 750 anglers responded to the 
survey providing the ATF with valuable 
baseline data regarding the perception of 
angler to the Victorian wild trout fishery.
Objects of the Survey
The objects of the report were to:
•	 Involve recreational fishers in 

ascertaining thoughts on the status and 
value of the Victorian wild trout fishery.

•	 Obtain data from anglers regarding the 
state of Victorian wild trout fishery.

•	 Assist the ATF in targeting appropriate 
areas in the strategic plan.

•	 Provide information to the VFA 
regarding anglers’ assessment of the 
state of the fishery.

•	 Add to the body of knowledge 
regarding the Victorian wild trout 
fishery.

•	 Prioritise further research areas for 
investigation.

•	 To provide an access point for people 
wishing to participate in ATF volunteer 
activities.

•	 To provide information to other 
stakeholders including VFA, the Wild 
Trout Reference Group (WTRG), State 
Recreational Fishing Roundtable Forum, 
Catchment Management Authorities 
and VRFish. 

Findings
While findings of the survey will be first 
presented in full to the Victorian Wild Trout 
Reference Group, a body set up to assist in 
the management of the Victorian wild trout 
fishery, general findings from the survey 
include:
•	 Support for the introduction of 

minimum size limits for trout.
•	 Support for the introduction of Blue-

Ribbon Streams in the Victorian Wild 
Trout Fishery.

•	 Importance of the Victorian Wild Trout 
Fishery to regional Victorian economies.

•	 Angler awareness of the importance 
of river habitat and riparian repair 
amongst trout anglers.

•	 Importance of more research to better 
understand climatic impacts and 
spawning habits of fish within the wild 
trout fishery.

•	 Preparedness of many anglers to 
volunteer to assist in in-stream habitat 
and riparian repair and restoration of 
the Victorian wild trout fishery.

Opportunities
The opportunities the report presents for 
the Victorian wild trout fishery include:
•	 Encouragement to the VFA from 

identified angler support for greater 
regulation of the Victorian wild trout 
fishery.

•	 A more diversified field of research to 
pursue for greater understanding of 
the Victorian wild trout fishery and fish 
habits.

•	 Baseline data regarding perceptions of 
the quality of the fishery and measure 
for improvement in ascertaining the 
success of the Wild Trout Strategy over 
the next five years.

•	 Extension of the social licence for the 
wild trout fishery given the importance 
of it to Victorian regional economies.

ATF Survey

A report on the survey undertaken by the ATF to investigate the state of the Victorian wild 
trout fishery as perceived by anglers.
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•	 Important indication of volunteer 
preparedness to further the 
improvement of the Victorian wild 
trout fishery through targeted volunteer 
programs and projects.  

Dissemination
Once the Wild Trout Reference Group has 
studied the full report it will be released 
to the general public via the ATF website, 
VFA, direct email to all respondents and 
via social media. The ATF would like to 
acknowledge all the respondents who 
participated in the survey and also those 
respondents who indicate they were 
prepared to volunteer for future ATF 
environmental projects.
Conclusion
The survey is regarded as a starting point 
for further information to be obtained from 

both the scientific research community 
and the citizen science of those actively 
involved in the Victorian wild trout fishery. 
The combination of these two elements 
conducted as a joint angling community 
exercise would prove beneficial to the 
knowledge and sustainability of the fishery 
into the future, at a time when it is coming 
under increasing pressure from angling 
numbers and climate change. Furthering 
knowledge of the fishery from scientific and 
practical perspectives can only assist in the 
sustainability of the fishery into the future. 
The ATF will play a significant role in both 
areas to further its purpose of building, 
protecting and promoting Victoria’s and 
Australia’s trout fishery.
Dr Paul Stolz, ATF secretary, 23/07/20

"Have you ever set a night-line when 
you've been camping?" asked David Hooke, 
with a mischievous twinkle in his eye 
which McTaggart didn’t notice. 

"Well, yes," answered McTaggart seriously, 
while just as seriously pushing his 
lunch glass across the bar for a third 
replenishment. 

"Funny," he went on, "I had a quite unusual 
experience last time I set a night-line. It was 
years ago. I was coming down from western 
New South Wales with a mob of sheep. We 
camped one night beside a billabong on the 
Murray, and were running short of tucker 
so I thought I'd chuck a line in.” 

“We had only one fishing line with us – an 
old flathead line. But I managed to find 
three fishhooks which I baited up with bits 
of a dead rabbit. Then we threw the line 
out into a patch of water under a big gum 
tree. It looked a good spot for catfish, if for 
nothing else, and they're not bad eating.”

“When I went down in the morning I 
couldn't see the line at first. It wasn't in the 
water". "Then where was it?" asked Chris. 

"It went straight up the gum tree," replied 
McTaggart. "And the business end was out 
of sight up among the branches. I pulled 
hard on the line, but for a while nothing 
budged. Fortunately, as I said, it was a 
strong line and it suddenly came adrift. 
There was a plop and a scurry on the 
ground near me, and then I saw what had 
happened.”

“There was a small platypus on one hook, 
a water rat on another, and a big goanna 
on the third. I reasoned that the platypus 
had swum ashore with the line, the water 
rat had taken the second bait and carried it 
up the bank a bit, and then the goanna had 
swallowed the third hook and run the lot 
up the tree." 

"So your night-lining didn't do you much 
good," remarked Bill Jeans. "No, not a 
really," said McTaggart, "The platypus was 
tough and quite inedible."

This Month’s Yarn …
(From July 1965 …)
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A recent report in the Ballarat Courier 
celebrates 150 years that the Ballarat trout 
hatchery has been supplying fish. The 
report says: “One of the many rare gems 
Ballarat has preserved from its early days 
- one that few cities or towns in Australia 
can lay claim to - is a public fish hatchery. 
To give its full name, the 'Ballarat Fish 
Acclimatisation Society Inc. and Fish 
Hatchery' is now 150 years old.”

The Ballarat Trout Hatchery, located in 
Gillies Street, was formed on August 

1, 1870, at a public meeting held at Craig's 
Royal Hotel. Member and unofficial 
historian Keith Ridsdale says that since 
then many, many thousands of trout have 
been raised at the hatchery and distributed 
to all parts of Australia,  and to countries 
throughout the world.
But the beginnings were not so successful. 
In what was celebrated at the time, but 
would be considered environmental 
vandalism now, a flood washed trout 
fingerlings into Victoria's rivers. They were 
discovered wild and thriving soon after at 
Deep Creek near Keilor.
The Learmonth family of Ercildoune Station 
brought trout to the region for the society, 
raising them in bathtubs on the property in 

August 1870. It wasn't entirely successful, 
so in 1885 it was moved to the current site 
and hatching ponds were constructed.
The hatchery was rebuilt between 1899 and 
1900. Since then the society has provided 
hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions, 
of trout to lakes and waterways around 
Victoria, including regulatory stocking Lake 
Wendouree.
In recent years the hatchery has suffered 
from theft and break-ins, an inadvertent 
chemical release, drought, and a disastrous 
power failure in 2004 which killed more 
than 100,000 fish following a fire at the 
tramways museum next door. At the time 
Keith Ridsdale was the first member to 
enter the hatchery. "I checked the fish and 
there were thousands lying dead on the 
floor of the tanks while a few others were 
gasping for air at the surface."
Keith says the society is a self-funding, non-
profit organisation, with about 30 volunteer 
members. "More volunteers are always 
welcome," he says. 
Unfortunately pandemic restrictions mean 
formal 150th celebrations have been put on 
ice - much like the first trout roe brought to 
Australia all those years ago.

Ponds at the hatchery hold the key to the future for our great trout lakes

The Ballarat Hatchery
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Again this month we have the great pleasure of welcoming a new member to the 
Association. Brian Cooper has joined our ranks. We look forward to greeting Brian at a 
future meeting and we trust that his membership brings many years of enjoyment and 
wonderful memories.

New Member

Who were these members? Peter Whitelaw 
emailed me with this note:

“As Christopher Collins was in the photo I 
ran a copy past him. His answer was this:

Rear standing left to right - Ian Williams, 
Tom Edwards, Wally Brandtman, John 
Philbrick, Richard Goodall, Tony Brothers, 
Graeme Castles. And front sitting left to 
right - Alex Kallas, Christopher Collins, 

David Featherstone, Ian Coventry, Stan 
Lancaster.

I think it was probably around 1994 or 1995. 
I have very many happy memories from 
my time at the VFFA and more importantly 
some life-long friendships.”

So there we have it - some very significant 
names from our VFFA history.

That Photo
Last month’s issue included this photo: 
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My old fishing mate David phoned 
the other evening. After we’d talked 

weather and lake levels for a while, he asked 
what I was writing about. “Efficient fishing,” 
I replied. 
“Uhuh,” said David, “skip the pools and just 
fish the runs.”
I was about to say there’s more to it than that, 
but David was already asking what day the 
stream season opened. He likes to keep his 
fishing simple, does David. He doesn’t watch 
barometers or carry three fly lines in his vest. 
If the trout aren’t co-operating, time for a 
coffee or the pub. If they’re ‘on the job’, fish 
till you drop. 
David and I might dispute how deeply to 
explore this efficient fishing stuff, but he 
doesn’t hesitate to agree that it describes a 
style of fishing which is extremely important 
to consistent success—especially on our 
mountain rivers. You may know all there is to 
know about the insect life, carry all the right 
flies and cast like a tournament champion, 
but unless you fish the water efficiently, 
you’ll never catch as many trout as those 
who do.

What is Efficient Fishing?
The efficiency I’m talking about doesn’t 
conflict with all the relaxing, non-competitive 
stuff that makes fly fishing so wonderful. 
What it simply means is making best use 
of time on the water in terms of catching 
fish. We’re talking here about fishing those 
gravelly mountain rivers. These small 
streams tend to have their already limited 
populations of decent fish constrained to 
well-spaced patches of suitable habitat.
Let’s say that on a given water there is 
roughly 10 metres of this habitat per hundred 
metres. Angler ‘A’ who spends an hour 
fishing 200 metres of this stream with equal 
thoroughness would be devoting a grand 
total of 6 minutes to water that actually holds 
trout. Angler ‘B’ who carefully seeks out the 
trout-holding water and ignores the rest will 
at least be fishing to trout for the greater part 
of 60 minutes, less the few minutes it takes 
him to walk from one good patch to another.
Angler B cannot help but do better. Even if 
Angler A is just as careful with fly choice and 
presentation, he is fishing far too inefficiently 
by wasting time on water where there is only 
a remote chance of catching a trout.

Efficient Fishing
... Philip Weigall. This is a summary of an article written by Philip and published in 
FlyLife magazine in 1997. Both Philip and FlyLife have very kindly given permission for 
us to use it.

A stretch of the Big River illustrating some great sections to fish
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A Typical Stream
Park the car in the shade of that grizzled 
old willow and walk across the gravel to 
the river’s edge. This is a typical stream for 
this part of the world. It starts as a tiny creek 
winding through snowgrass at 1,300 metres, 
before it plunges down through forest, 
crashing over the granite with increasing 
force as each tributary joins it. There are trout 
in numbers beneath the cascades and logjams 
of this young rivulet, but our interest does 
not really begin until the river has reached 
the valley floor.
The maturing river still has a significant 
gradient but huge stream-bed boulders 
are no longer common, replaced largely by 
gravel and rubble. The unremitting noise 
of the upper reaches is now punctuated by 
quieter pools and glides, although, as you 
work upstream, a riffle or rapid is never out 
of sight.
The surrounding mountains are still clothed 
in forest, although the river itself winds 
through flats broad enough to encourage 
agriculture and some small settlements. The 
riparian vegetation varies from native forest 
to bare grass, to thick blackberries; and, of 
course, the willows are never far away.
Without taking so much as a step up the 
river, it is already clear that it does not offer 
a uniform habitat for trout, but rather an 
endless series of micro-habitats. Unlike the 
small stream mentioned earlier, the vast 
majority of the river is hospitable to trout 

so we are seldom confronted with the black 
and white situation of no fish here/some fish 
there. The trout population is high and the 
river is ideal trout water.
Special Places
What we do have, though, are areas which 
are much better, trout-wise, than others. 
Basically these areas offer more food, 
more shelter from predators, easy holding 
positions, and refuge from errant conditions 
such as flood, heat, or low oxygen levels. If 
these areas can be identified from the rest 
of the water, then the first requirement of 
efficient fishing has been met. Obviously the 
prospects of catching a trout (and often a 
quality trout) are greatly improved.
The second requirement is more difficult to 
describe. Among those areas where there 
are more and bigger trout, there will always 
be special places where the trout are more 
catchable.
Picture a bubbling riffle, ankle to knee deep. 
The broken surface and mottled gravel 
bed provides concealment from predators. 
Aquatic insects thrive among the stones; 
hatches are common. In spite of the strong 
flow, any depressions, obstructions and 
the simple friction of current over rocks all 
provide places where trout can hold station 
with minimal effort. The shallowest parts 
of the riffle will only support juvenile trout, 
but the slightly deeper water will hold larger 
ones, and these will be further concentrated 
in certain spots.

Nice water – a delightful bubbly run on a local stream. Fishing the best water yields results.
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The beauty of the riffle is that the trout are 
also catchable. The fly can be put right where 
the fish want it. If they’re even half interested 
in dries, there is a good chance of luring a 
fish up to the top when the depth is half 
a metre or less, and if they want a nymph 
rolling along the bottom, fine. This can easily 
be achieved in shallow water. Moreover, the 
currents in a riffle are inclined to be fairly 
even, accommodating long drag-free drifts. 
The current speed and turbulence encourage 
a quick and reckless response from the trout 
rather than a considered appraisal of the fly 
which may lead to rejection.
Our riffle wins on all counts: the numbers 
and quality of fish are there, and this type 
of water is also well suited to taking fish on 
the fly. A three-metre deep chute flowing at 
jogging pace might contain lots of superb 
trout grubbing for caddis larvae on the 
bottom, but they will be very difficult to 
target with fly gear. Only half of the equation 
is met—the trout are there alright, but that 
isn’t much use if the conditions conspire 
against their capture.
Making the Most of It
All streams of comparable character 
experience periods of intense insect activity 
which can take the form of a hatch or fall. 
Either situation excites a spectacular response 
from the trout. Such events can become 
ingrained in our thoughts to the point where 
they dominate our efforts. The problem, for 
us, is that true ‘rises’ only occupy a small 
percentage of the fishing time available—

maybe an hour each day; sometimes the rise 
doesn’t happen at all. The efficient angler will 
devote plenty of effort to make the best of a 
good rise, no doubt about it! What he will not 
do, though, is wander aimlessly around the 
river for the other 90% of the time, relying 
on a good hatch to make his day. Efficient 
fishing calls for a more thoughtful approach 
during those long ‘riseless’ hours on a typical 
day.
Let’s go back to our river on such a day, 
sometime in the peak season (November to 
April). The conditions aren’t brilliant, but 
they’re not bad either. The water temperature 
is fine (in the range 10-20°C), the flow is clear 
and strong—nothing you can’t wade without 
feeling threatened— and the day is warm 
enough for shirtsleeves. There’s a rise or 
bulge here and there, and polaroids give up 
the odd glimpse of a fish (but forget applying 
New Zealand style polaroiding— the water 
is not clear enough, and the trout are not big 
enough). Most of the time though, there are 
no blatant signs pointing to places where 
trout are concentrated and where there is 
a good chance of luring them to the fly. To 
fish efficiently, we need to find those special 
places.
Plan Of Attack
The first step is to divide the water into 
sections; the next (and harder) task is to break 
those sections up into smaller pieces again. 
As we walk up the river, the more obvious 
areas show clearly—pools, rapids, riffles and 
so on. Admittedly there are always some grey 

Victoria's Tanjil River has some very attractive stretches. Dividing a stream into defined sections is the key to 
greater success.
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zones—like when a riffle is almost a rapid, or 
defining where a pool starts and finishes—
but for the most part these features are 
distinct. Even at this early point, as efficient 
anglers we are subconsciously ranking these 
sections, getting quite excited about some 
and virtually dismissing others.
This day, a long glassy pool is passed by 
without so much as a cast. We look hard at 
the shaded water on the far bank (the bank 
with a tad more current) but only a rise 
would make us stop and cast. Approaching 
the rapid, our interest increases with the 
current. Experience tells us that this area 
will hold a nice head of fish. We can’t see 
them—except for a single splashy rise—but 
we know they are there. No doubt there were 
also plenty of good trout back in the pool, it’s 
just that the chances of actually catching one 
here are much better.
We don’t barge down and start casting at 
random. Close scrutiny reveals a number 
of subtle features within the transition from 
pool to rapid. That bubble line flowing 
steadily along the outside edge of the 
willows, and the current seams on either side 
of the rapid above, will both get a thorough 
peppering with the dry. If the trout show 
little interest in dries, we might devote ten 
minutes to tumbling a heavy nymph over the 
drop-off where the shallow fast-water meets 
the deep pool.
There’s also the interesting back-eddy behind 
a fallen rock on the far bank. A fishable drift 

would not be possible from this bank, but if 
we walked back down and crossed over, it 
would be feasible to fish. Let’s see how we 
go with the bubble line and seams and then 
decide.
So a day of efficient fishing progresses. It is 
not an exact science. We continue to make 
some decisions based on nothing more than 
gut feeling or whim. Still, consciously or not, 
we are constantly searching for that patch 
of water that’s a cut above the rest, and then 
evaluating how much effort to put into it.
When I say ‘effort’, I am not simply 
talking about number of casts, but care in 
presentation, how many times (if at all) to 
bother changing flies, and so on.
As I said before, my table and the ratings 
reflect a typical day, and the higher the rating 
for a spot, the harder it should be fished. 
On average, I would expect to expend little 
effort on the tail of a pool during daylight. 
Conversely, I would work the depressions in 
a riffle like a starving cormorant! I am flexible 
though, and if I stumble upon a rare situation 
where the tails are alive with slashing fish 
and the riffles are barren, I’ll quickly switch 
my loyalties. The efficient angler must 
ruthlessly discard techniques or places that 
aren’t working.
To provide a tidy guide to locating and 
fishing special places, I have compiled the 
accompanying table.

The famous Red Hut pool on the Tongariro River in New Zealand. Lots of water here, so anglers focus on the 
most productive stretches.
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Guide to Efficient Fishing Table 

Tail of Pool 4

Body of Pool Deeper bank, 
especially under 
overhanging 
vegetation or steep 
grassy bank.

Prospect with a 
low floating or 
imitative dry on 
longline, or fish a 
nymph very deep 
and slow.

Likely to hold a good 
population of larger 
fish.

Fish often not 
actively feeding. 
In slower water 
they have time 
to examine flies 
closely – often 
fussy. Difficult to 
cast without 
alerting fish.

2

Head of Pool Bubble line; back 
Eddie's on deep 
bank. Overhanging 
vegetation or steep 
grassy banks are a 
bonus.

Drift a dry in the 
bubble line, or 
cast into back 
eddies. Deep 
nymph bubble 
line, mending 
until nymph is 
bottom bouncing

Likely to hold a good 
population of larger 
fish. Increased current 
means less time for 
critical examination, fish 
more likely to be 
feeding.

5

Rapid/Pool 
Interface

Edge of drop-off into 
deeper water; seam 
separating main 
current tongue and 
side water; perhaps I 
of pool.

Fish seams 
thoroughly with 
buoyant attractor 
dry. Tumble a 
deep nymph over 
the drop-off 
allowing currents 
to drag it down.

Excellent holding water 
for large, actively 
feeding trout.

Exact 
presentation and 
natural drift 
required with 
nymphs or dry.

8

Rapid Current seams; back 
eddies; immediately 
behind and in front 
of large obstructions 
such as stumps, 
boulders, etc. Also 
deeper pockets.

Use attractor 
dries, or try 
indicator 
nymphing on a 
short line.

Trout take recklessly 
because of the speed 
of the water. Fish are 
not as spooky.

Larger fish may 
be absent 
unless food 
supply is 
substantial.

7

Ri e or Run Alongside 
overhanging 
vegetation or steep 
grassy banks; 
behind or in front of 
obstructions; any 
‘steps’ or 
depressions in the 
bed.

Use attractor 
dries or shallow 
nymphs, on 
medium length 
line.

Prime feeding area. 
Trout tend to be active 
and decisive takers, 
and not too fussy about 
flies. Good drifts are 
easy – fish are hard to 
spook.

Other areas may 
carry a better 
proportion of big 
trout (but the big 
trout in riffles are 
more catchable).

10

Glide Uniform potential; 
perhaps a slight 
preference for steep 
grassy banks or 
overhanging 
vegetation.

Use imitative or 
low floating dries, 
or shallow 
nymphs. Cast a 
long line.

Reasonable fish 
populations, including 
larger trout. Even 
current for good drifts. 
Reliable water to find 
fish rising during a 
hatch.

Fish can be 
extremely 
selective, and 
somewhat 
inactive between 
hatches or falls.

6

Special PlacesType of Water Tactics Plus Minus Rating

Towards centre of 
tail, between where 
water starts to speed 
up as it exits the 
pool and where it 
first breaks into the 
next rapid or run.

Approach as 
close as possible, 
fish a short line. 
Try a low floating 
or imitative dry, or 
a shallow nymph.

Fair lie, sometimes 
favoured by a couple of 
large fish, usually 
holding several smaller 
fish.

Very difficult to 
achieve good 
drift. Fish fussy 
in smooth water 
and easily 
spooked.

Can be tricky to 
get the nymphs 
down quickly 
enough, and if 
trout are lying 
deep they are 
unlikely to take a 
dry.
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Time and absence dim our memories, 
but some things are so deeply set it 
needs little to bring them to the surface 
in their full and vivid way. So it was 
with the Big River, which had been an 
important part of my life for almost forty 
years. In the five years since I'd been 
away I'd not forgotten the river itself, 
or the bush or the cabin, nor the happy 
memories I had taken with me to my 
new home ten thousand miles away. But 
coming back and seeing it so much like 
it was, I realised how I'd forgotten its 
timelessness, how little it had changed 
in the forty years since I first visited our 
cabin on the river at Enoch's Point with 
my father, at age five.

The smells were the same; the dry 
summer ti-tree, the soft, moist odour 

of ferns lining the tiny springs where they 
joined the river. 

And the birds greeted me the way they 
first had as a five year old boy. The 
kookaburras' raucous evensong from 
across the river on the ridges leading 
to the Cold Weather ranges, the tiny 
bobbing blue wrens hopping boldly 
around the huts, and even that shyest of 
birds, the bower bird, had nested nearby 
and arranged a blue bedecked bower 
display above the new cabin. 

And there had always been lyrebirds, 
our great antipodean pheasants, behind 
the hut in a deep gully named for a gold 
miner named Knowles. I was alone at 
the cabin mid-morning on the first day 
waiting for John to return from fishing, 
and was thrilled to hear the chorus of a 
male lyrebird quite close by. It was as if 
all the birds of the bush were in a concert, 
but as soloists, each respecting the other 
with just one singing at a time. And their 

timing was perfect, each bird's sound 
immediately followed by the call of the 
next. Clever buggers, those lyre birds. 

A harmonious thrush, then a white 
winged chough's rain bringing call, a 
kookaburra's laugh, the crack of a whip 
bird, the chonk of the lyrebird himself, 
along with the cackle of a gang-gang 
cockatoo and chatter of a crimson rosella, 
all coming from the same place, all at the 
same pitch, which betrayed the mimic. 
I wondered how many people had ever 
heard this incredible performance. Not 
many, I thought. I remembered how 
many times I'd had the privilege, as a boy 
up river, seeing the full event, tail spread 
in its beautiful lyre, the bird hopping 
from his mound to a moss covered log 
and back again.

Down the mountain side from where I'd 
seen this lyrebird display many years 
before was a stretch of water I used to 
often fish, floating mudeyes through the 
faster stretches on just a hook and a light 
line. No weights or sinkers or swivels, 
just the ugly dragonfly nymph alive and 
wriggling, impaled on a size 6 hook, its 
outspread legs sometimes twisting the 
line on the retrieve. I had a light fibreglass 

Return to the River

"A watercolour of one of the Enochs Point cabins 
painted in 1983"

... Alan Pilkington (originally written in 1987, and revised recently).
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spinning rod and a Crouch casting reel; it 
was before we became adventurous and 
tried spinners and lures, or had learned 
the joys of fishing with an artificial fly. 

But on that run of water the fishing was 
always good. It became a favourite place, 
and when a university student I'd spend 
vacations at the river, usually alone, 
sometimes spending the whole day on 
that run, or at the waterfall downstream, 
fishing and reading.

At the head of the run there was a cigar-
shaped island, and its downstream end 
was overgrown with ti-tree. Its upstream 
edge was clearer, and was covered with 
tussocks of sword grass, where once 
I stepped on a big black snake which, 
as alarmed as I was, went one way 
across the river while I went the other. It 
uncoiled like a steel spring, straightening 
out as it hit the water. I was wearing old 
canvas gym boots, fishing wet as we did 
in those pre-wader days, and my heart 
was pounding as I gave thanks to the 
man upstairs that the big snake had not 
curled around my legs.

I remembered also how I'd usually pack 
some cabana sausage and processed 
cheese and dried apricots for lunch, 

meticulously putting the wrappers in 
my pocket and emptying it back at the 
hut. I had once seen a white-tailed water 
rat at the bottom of the deep pool this 
run entered, and on the sandy patches 
between the stones at the water's edge 
I'd sometimes see sambar deer spoor and 
wallaby and wild dog tracks.

When my brother John and his friends 
began to visit the river regularly, 
and devote much of their lives to its 
enjoyment, they named the bottom of 
this reach of the river "even better", a 
reference, I suspect, not to the fishing but 
after an overnight camp with their lady 
friends. My island and its downstream 
run is about a half mile above the "even 
better" entry point, and it was at this spot 
I started fishing on the morning of the 
second day of my return to the river.

It was reached after a brisk thirty minute 
walk upstream from the waterfall, which 
reinforced the basic feeling I had of the 
unchangeability of the river, and this 
whole area which my grandfather had 
first visited to fish, via motor-cycle from 
Melbourne, over fifty years before. Aside 
from an extra hut, a neat and much safer 
foot bridge than the old moss covered log 
across Enoch's Creek, it was as though 
I was sixteen again. The waterfall, the 
blackberries on Chinaman's Flat where 
the sambar deer's wallow in the soak 
had always been, the wide spawning 
bed on the reach below the dog-leg bend 
downstream from the waterfall where 
I'd once launched a gelignite raft to stun 
trout in the pool. 

The crazy, stupid things young men do - 
full of the belief in their infallibility and 
indestructibility. The old gelignite sticks 
were lifted from a shed by an abandoned 
gold mine, cautiously stacked in an 
empty jam tin with a detonator on its 
folded over lid, and shot at with a .303, 
shielded by a mountain ash at riverside. I 

John and Alan Pilkington on the Big River, circa 
1961
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made a good shot and the device worked, 
but by the time the water settled down 
after the blast the stunned fish had 
floated downstream, or recovered, and 
netless, I retrieved only a couple. 

Even the interruption of a black snake 
on the track reassured me that while the 
world was changing around me, this 
important part of my past wasn't. On the 
foot track above the falls on my way to 
"even better" I found a dark lyrebird tail 
feather. Its lower plumes were ideal for 
tying the tails of certain flies, nymphs in 
particular, and the upper, darker fibres 
made into strong wing cases on darker 
nymphs. 

The lyrebird is protected and although it 
isn't rare, there is no natural availability 
of its feathers to fly fishermen other than 
those found by chance encounters like 
this, and I suspected their possession 
was illegal. It was a prize, and I put it in 
a log, upright, as a mark to indicate my 
return path through the bush. When I 
later collected it on my way back to the 
hut, I gave it to John, thinking parts of 
it might find their way into his flies for 
Big River trout. It was another sign of 
the changelessness of the Big River high 
country; John respectfully put the feather 
in a jar over the fireplace where it sat with 
several others.  

I had bought with me a bamboo fly rod 
made by an American master whose 
forebears had, in the late nineteenth 
century, done as much for fly fishing 
in the United States as had Walton and 
Berners and Halford in the old country. It 
was an elegant, responsive, fast-actioned 
rod whose dimensions were as though 
made specifically for the Big River, even 
though it was designed for trout waters 
ten thousand miles away. 

Wisps of mist rose from the water at 
"even better". Onto a foot-wide gurgle 

on the left, past an overhanging tussock, 
I floated a size fourteen Adams, itself as 
much a part of the other new world as the 
rod I was fishing. 

I had a sense of being with my roots, of 
where I came from, but working with 
new tools and new friends. It was strange 
to me, yet the same as it had always been. 
If I had fished a Red Tag with the lovely 
long soft-actioned split cane rod Jack 
Miles had made for me at J.M. Gillies in 
Melbourne thirty years before, no doubt 
the bright, wild rainbow which hit the 
Adams would have acted just the same.

I hooked it in the corner of the mouth, 
and as it was worth keeping and the 
first of the day, I kept it, tucked into 
an old flour bag, and wrapped in wet 
ferns. I took more fish on the Adams and 
a Dr Wark, but as I moved upstream, 
through open riffling stretches mixed 
with deep, slow black pools, I saw that 
some unwanted changes had come to my 
beloved Big River.

One thinks of change and development as 
being manifest by new houses, blocks of 
flats, sports arenas, shopping centres and 
suburbs all pushing into the countryside, 
but being at least land-based. Here, 

Alan, aged five, with his dog Bluey and his father 
Dr Ralph Pilkington at the Enochs Point cabin in 

1948
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isolated and remote from people, the 
ravages were in the river itself.

I had almost disappeared into a hole 
made by a machine which dredged for 
gold. These machines are small and 
portable. They can arrive via a 4WD 
truck or a Land Cruiser and be handled 
by two strong men; they can appear 
and disappear as easily as it takes any 
two men to move any light equipment 
over difficult but not impossible terrain. 
The mountains which the Big River 
drains were so rich in gold, the early 
miners’ techniques so inadequate in 
total extraction that I was witness to a 
new rape, uncontrolled dredging, and I 
walked literally into the middle of it. 

I disappeared over my waders in water 
which hardly reached my knees thirty 
years before. Ahead of me I saw mounds, 
like subaqueous sand dunes where the 
dredges had done their awful work. 
The stream bed had lost the normality 
of its centuries, where its clear water 
had flowed over rocks and pebbles, its 
margins lined with rotting leaves and 
prolific insects. Its tranquillity now was 

broken by artificial flows made without 
even the care to restore its heart after 
stripping it for gold.

Timelessness? Unchangeability? All this 
was below the surface.

The lyrebird's feather I left on the log on 
the ridge did not know or see this. The 
black snake on the track on my walk 
back to the hut did not know it or feel it 
either. But change it was, unsettling and 
alarming, and a clarion call to care for our 
treasures, to look after the bush, not take 
it for granted as some had. 

Time is a healer, and I could only hope 
the river would recover, and that forest 
and fishery management bureaucrats 
would wake up and ban dredging. I 
hoped the winter floods would flush the 
river's edges, filling the midstream holes 
with rocks and stones and sand, restoring 
its bed, as the bush had reclaimed the 
gold miners' huts and tracks of a century 
before. 

If that happened, the insects would return 
and the fish would follow.

A photo of the tantalising Big River taken a few years ago
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The trout fishing season in Tasmania 
has started well. The weather on the 
opening weekend was fantastic - you 
would have thought spring had arrived. 
But by Sunday evening winter was 
upon us again and it was cold and wet. 
Fortunately the rain provided the good 
soaking the eastern side of the State 
needed.

As expected, Lake Leake continued 
on from last season and is fishing 
particularly well. Lots of anglers were 
there for the opening and they continued 
heading there throughout the month. Lots 
of really good browns and rainbows are 
being caught, so the policy of transferring 
large numbers of adult brown trout there 
over the past three years from Liawenee 

seems to be working. Previously we were 
stocking large numbers of juvenile fish, 
but with little result, probably because 
the redfin population was feeding on 
the young trout. Hopefully the adult 
transfers have turned the game back in 
the trout’s favour. 

We were really fortunate to have had an 
abundance of wild brown trout, and this 
enabled us to undertake this strategy. 
The lake was fairly low at the start of 
the season, but with the August rain it is 
now spilling. There is going to be some 
fabulous fly fishing on this water when 
the weather warms and the mayflies and 
beetles get out and about.

Tasmanian Report
... from Chris Wisniewski, Tasmanian IFS

The early season fishing in Tasmania has been superb this year. The photo shows a Western Lakes fish caught 
just a few weeks ago.
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Tooms Lake is also filling fast. It is very 
dirty at present, but when this settles 
there will be some great fishing around 
the margins. Bronte Lagoon is another 
water that fished extremely well in the 
mild conditions on opening weekend. 
The water level was down a bit, but there 
were fish to be found around the shore. 
Anglers pulling flies out in boats also 
caught some superb fish.

Four Springs Lake is full and clear. At the 
opening it fished well, but things have 
been a bit slower in the bright conditions 
of the last few weeks. The weed beds are 
thick and causing some anglers a problem 
if they try to fish too deep. Those that 
know the water are catching some superb 
browns. This lake will also continue to 
improve as it warms.

Little Pine Lagoon has been fantastic. 
Those pulling type 3 sinking lines are 
reporting some of the best fishing they 
have ever had! Lots of strong, fit brown 
trout. Fish are just starting to tail around 
the edges, and those willing to flog a wet 
are catching fish on the drop offs. 

Talbots Lagoon has started slowly, though 
those fishing from canoes and kayaks are 

catching lots of good fish out wide. As 
it starts to warm watch this water come 
to life. The mayflies will bring the fish 
into the edges where anglers will be able 
to stalk them with polaroids in the clear 
water. This is a water you must visit.

A few sea runners are starting to poke 
around in the estuaries. Anglers fishing 
the Derwent, Leven and Tamar rivers 
have reported some big fish in the 3 - 4 kg 
range. Exciting fishing if you can get your 
fly in front of one.

The Mersey and St Patricks rivers have 
also been providing some early season 
activity. The Mersey has been flooding 
and tailing fish have been feasting in the 
backwaters. You know what that means 
– land a wet fly with a plop and all hell 
breaks loose.

There are simply too many places to 
fish at the moment. We can’t wait until 
you are able to visit us and join us in 
casting a line at the multitude of fishing 
opportunities. This one is going to be a 
super season.

Escape the uncertainty – trout fish 
Tasmania.

Mataura River - a Nancy Tichborne watercolour
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Our librarian John Pilkington tells us that 
the VFFA library has a copy of the 1921 
first edition of this book and a facsimile – 
both of which are available for members to 
borrow. 

Richard George Howard Joseland was born 
at Worcester in England in 1860. Trained in 
art and architecture, he arrived in Australia 
in late 1886 after a short stint in New 
Zealand, and set up business in Melbourne. 
He soon moved to Sydney and quickly 
made a name for himself as an architect. 
Joseland’s ideas were instrumental in 
the development of the Federation style, 
evident in many of the homes built on 
expansive grounds in Sydney's North 
Shore. 

Joseland was also a watercolour artist 
with several exhibitions to his credit. His 
depictions of the Monaro, and especially 
of Monaro trout and trout streams, are 
keenly sought by collectors. He drove the 
formation of the New South Wales Rod 
Fishers' Society in 1905 and was elected the 
first honorary secretary. He was a pioneer 

in the design and tying of flies to match the 
aquatic and terrestrial insects of local rivers.

In 1921, Art in Australia (Sydney) published 
his most important work, Angling in 
Australia and Elsewhere (128pp; 20pp of 
plates including three tipped-in colour 
plates from watercolours by the author 
including one of flies; one black and white 
tipped-in plate; 16 pages of black and white 
photographs, diagrams; hard cover; dust 
jacket). Art in Australia printed just 750 
copies.

Angling in Australia and Elsewhere deals 
mainly with Joseland’s trout fishing 
experiences in New South Wales, but 
includes a chapter on saltwater fishing 
and another on fly fishing for Australian 
native species such as bass, barramundi, 
freshwater herring, Australian grayling, 
Murray cod and mullet. He was an 
angler by inclination, and not just a trout 
fisherman, although fishing for trout was 
his first love. 

‘Angling in Australia and Elsewhere’ by Howard Joseland
(A review by Bill Jeans of a famous early Australian angling book.)



28 VFFA September 2020

In his book he describes the Snowy when 
it was still a mighty stream: ‘Below the 
river roared and foamed through cramped 
channels, boulder strewn, and confined by 
towering cliffs of grey granite propping up 
the ranges soaring above and behind.’ We 
hear of the Bredbo, the first trout fly of the 
Monaro, designed by Charles Burnside.

And throughout, we hear of Joseland’s 
affection for his adopted place: 

“In Australia the shade of the manna 
gums and river oaks call us no less than 
the piping of the grey thrush, the mellow 
call of the honey-eaters, and the flute note 
of the magpie and shrike. The first gleam 
of sunlight glorifying the grey trees on 
the distant hills or on the ridges towering 
over our camp by the rivers, the deep quiet 
pools where the big fish swim around and 
the rapids, where more vigorous young 
‘rainbows’ snatch our flies, haunt us in our 
dreams, urging us on the first opportunity 
to get our rods out and ‘go a–angling’.”

The Sydney Morning Herald published this 
review of Joseland’s book on January 28, 
1922:

“In England a long line of fishermen, from 
Isaak Walton to Sir Edward Grey and Sir 
George Aston, have extolled the delights 
of their chosen sport. Australian fishermen 
have been more reticent, but at last a 
beginning has been made with “Angling 
in Australia,” by Mr Howard Joseland. In 
this Mr Joseland corrects some misleading 
statements which have been made abroad 
with regard to Australian fishing and gives 
his fellow votaries the benefit of his long 
experience as a fisherman in Australia and 
elsewhere. In writing it, we imagine, he 
must have derived considerable satisfaction 
in fighting many a strenuous battle o’er 
again. 

Much of the book is technical. Mr. Joseland 
discourses on such mysteries as the tying 
of flies, the lure that will captivate the 
coy trout, the times and places where the 
sportsman will wield his rod with best 
prospects. But there is also much that 
will interest those who are not members 

at the craft. The fisherman is usually a 
philosopher—he has to be, we understand. 
To him the fish are not the only thing 
that matters. If he makes a good catch, so 
much the better, but failure does not cast 
him down. He has compensations in the 
fresh air, the exercise, the scenery, and in 
the agreeable communion with nature, 
and Mr. Joseland succeeds in imparting 
his own enjoyment in these things to the 
reader. The book is profusely illustrated 
with photographs, and contains also 
reproductions of some charming water 
colours by the author.”

This is the great book of Australian 
fishing; scarce and sought after, although 
occasionally selling at agreeable prices. 
Some few copies have been sighted 
with a dust jacket. Stevens Publishing 
in Launceston, Tasmania published two 
facsimiles in 2002, one for general release 
and one for the Joseland Society.

Joseland wrote widely about fishing. The 
Fishing Gazette, Town and Country Journal, 
The Pastoralist’s Review, Australian Shooting 
and Fishing Annual, Hardy’s Anglers’ Guide 
and The Australian Sporting & Dramatic 
News all published his articles. In the latter, 
Joseland’s pieces included ‘More About Fly 
Tying’, ‘When a Premier Angles for Trout’, 
‘More About Black Bream’, ‘The State of Our 
Trout Streams’, ‘Hints on Casting the Fly’, 
‘Tableland Trout Streams’, ‘Notes on Casting 
the Fly’, ‘Trout Fishing on the Snowy’, ‘Fishing 
the Goodradigbee’ and ‘Baits, Spinners and 
Minnows’.

Joseland was also a prolific newspaper 
correspondent with letters and articles on 
subjects as varied as angling, conservation, 
architecture and town planning as well as 
cultural pursuits including art, drama and 
music (he was a committee member when 
he sang ‘O, Promise Me’ at the  Neutral Bay 
Lawn Tennis Club's promenade concert on 
May 18, 1894).

He was a man of many talents and interests.
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A few months ago I was reading a favourite fly fishing magazine and came 
across this fly. It represents an innovation in fly tying and offers some interesting 
possibilities to explore.

As the photo shows the fly is constructed on a jig hook, and the first step in 
tying it involves sliding a metal bead onto a sewing pin and then strapping the 
bead and pin on the top of the hook so that the bead is out past the eye. And this 
arrangement is critical in tying the fly. 

A point to note is that when you cast this fly and then retrieve it (with your 
tippet tied to the eye of the hook) the fly will turn over and swim with the eye 
on top. 

The challenge in tying the fly is to get the weight of the bead on one side of the 
eye to exactly balance the weight of the materials used for the body on the other 
side. If you get this right then when you tie some line to the eye of the hook and 
let the fly hang down it will hang in a horizontal orientation. Thus the name – 
the “Balanced Damsel”.

Why go to this trouble? A quick search on Mr Google reveals that this type of 
fly is a popular choice on stillwaters in Canada and the USA; and it’s popular 
because it has been very effective. It is often fished under an indicator. If you 
tie on a traditional damsel nymph and then suspend it under an indicator it 
will hang vertically, thus looking most unnatural. But if you tie on a Balanced 
Damsel it will hang under the indicator in a horizontal orientation. Much more 
natural-looking. 

Phil Rowley, whose website describes this fly in some detail, suggests that the 
best way to connect these flies to your tippet is to use a non-slip loop knot such 

FLY OF THE MONTH
... the Balanced Damsel
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as a Duncan Loop. He also suggests that a bit of surface chop on the lake is good 
because it animates both the indicator and the fly. And loop knots, he says, enhance 
this motion, “adding an important element of seduction.” 

Phil suggests that these balanced flies can be fished stationary under an indicator, 
or slowly retrieved whilst under an indicator, or fished without an indicator on a 
floating or sinking line. “These flies are just as deadly fished without an indicator 
on a floating line or a suitable sinking line. The fly’s sultry pitching action calls 
fish from a distance. A balanced fly lands nose down and hook point up, its tail 
seductively waving at any passing fish.” (So there you are – they sound a great fly.)

Of course damsel nymphs are not the only patterns that can be tied this way. Phil 
also writes about Balanced Leeches and Balanced Minnows. But damsel patterns are 
easy to tie and this is the fly we feature this month.

Materials for the Balanced Damsel:
(There are lots of patterns for damsel flies. For the pattern described here the 
materials are generic and simple. Plenty of other materials can be substituted. 
Damsel nymphs are mostly a dark green or olive colour. Some tiers like to include 
those small black plastic eyes in their damsels. Feel free. The critical feature here is 
the ‘balanced’ aspect of the fly.)

Hook: 	 Barbless Jig Hook such as a Hanak H400BL in size 10.
Steel Pin:	A normal sewing pin, or something slightly thicker and heavier, such as a 

quilting pin. (A spouse who sews and has an extensive selection of pins is 
helpful here.)

Bead:	 Tungsten bead (and not a slotted bead) in sizes 3.2 or 3.5 mm. Colours – 
Green or Red, or any other preferred colour. (A tungsten bead is needed 
here because it is heavier than a brass bead of the same size and thus 
requires a shorter shank extension to balance the fly.)

Thread:	 Olive 6/0 or 8/0.
Tail:	 Dark green or olive marabou (or olive rabbit fur cut from a Zonker strip 

that has sufficiently long fur).
Body:	 Olive fur – dyed hare’s fur or seal’s fur or possum fur. Or a suitable 

synthetic. (Possum fur is good because it is very easy to dub.)
Rib:	 Fine gold, copper or green wire.
Thorax:	 Same as for the body.

Tying Procedure:
1.	 Use pliers to cut the stem of the pin so that it is 2 – 3 mm shorter than the shank 

of the hook.

2.	 Slide the bead onto the pin so that the smaller hole is hard up against the head of 
the pin.

3.	 Put the pin into your vise and wrap lots of turns of thread behind the bead to 
keep it against the pin head. Then add a drop of superglue to the thread behind 
the bead.

4.	 Put the jig hook in the vice and place the bead and pin on top of the hook so 
that the bead is about 6 or 7 mm beyond the end of the hook. Now tie the pin on 
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top of the shank of the hook with several turns of thread. Then whip finish the 
thread and cut it, and take the hook out of the vise. 

5.	 Pass a loop of fine line through the eye of the hook and hold the assembled 
frame up to check the balance. If the orientation of the hook and bead is roughly 
horizontal with the bead end perhaps tipping slightly down then your fly frame 
is ok. If it tips too much either way then adjust the pin length or bead mass to 
correct this. 

6.	 When you are satisfied with the balance, 
put the hook back in the vise and add 
some drops of superglue to the thread 
binding the pin to the hook shank.

7.	 Select some olive marabou, wet it (as this 
makes dealing with cantankerous bits of 
marabou much easier to tie in), then tie it 
at the bend of the hook to make the tail. 
The length of the marabou tail should be 
about the same as the length of the rest of 
the fly.

8.	 Wrap turns of thread back along the shank 
to the end of the pin holding the bead to strap the marabou to the shank. Then 
bend the waste marabou back over the back of the fly and tie it down. This helps 
even up and fill the space on the shank behind the end of the pin. Cut away the 
waste marabou. 

9.	 Tie in some fine copper or gold or green wire for the rib. Then add some olive fur 
to the thread as dubbing and wind this along the shank to build up the body. The 
body should cover about two-thirds of the back end of the fly.

10.	Wind some open turns of the wire to add the rib, then tie it in and cut off the 
waste.

11.	Add more fur to your thread and build up a slightly fatter thorax. The thorax 
should be tied along the pin too, to fill the space behind the bead. 

12.	Whip finish to complete the fly. 

13.	Remember that when you fish with this fly it will be upside down with the hook 
eye on top. (A good reason for not tying in a wing case. The eye of the jig hook 
prevents this.)

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2019 Annual Dinner:

• AFN Fishing & Outdoors • Armadale Angling • Aussie Angler 
• Australian Trout Foundation • Compleat Angler (CBD) • Essential Flyfisher 

• The Flyfisher Melbourne • Fly Finz Fishing Tackle & Books 
• FlyLife magazine • Hook Up Bait & Tackle • Hurley’s Fly Fishing 

• J.M. Gillies • Mayfly Tackle • Millbrook Lakes and Victorian Fisheries Authority.VA
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The chassis of a balanced fly showing the pin 
and bead in place
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VFFA 2020 meetings & other activities

September 2020
5  Saturday	 Opening of Victoria’s trout fishing in rivers.
17  Thursday   	 This was to be our Annual Dinner at the Kelvin Club with Guest 

Speakers Philip and Mark Weigall. However we will now have 
a Zoom video presentation with Philip and Mark as our guest 
speakers. Join us on the night and settle in to hear Philip and Mark.

20  Sunday	 The President’s Casting Day at the Red Tag Casting Pool has been 
cancelled.

30  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm. 

October  2020
15  Thursday   	 General Meeting, with Andrew Fuller from the Melbourne Flyfisher 

store. Andrew plans to talk about what he calls ‘Lockdown 
Lessons’ and will also discuss the latest and greatest in new fly 
fishing equipment. This again will be a Zoom video presentation, 
commencing at 8:00 pm.

28  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm.
Date TBA	 Thorpdale Dam Day with Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers. Details to be 

advised if we are able to run this event with LVFF.

November  2020
19  Thursday   	 General Meeting, commencing at 8:00 pm. 	
	 Speakers - John Billing from Mending Casts, and Jo Dobson from 

Casting for Recovery. This will be a Zoom video presentation.
18  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm.

December  2020
2  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm.
11  Friday    	 Our Christmas Dinner, with guest speaker Malcolm Crosse, 

who was Director of Operations for the World Fly Fishing 
Championships in Tasmania last year. Malcolm plans to tell us 
about the vagaries of organising the World Championships, as well 
as updating us on the Tasmanian trout fishery. This will also be a 
Zoom video presentation.

February  2021
1  Monday	 First Council Meeting for 2021 – 6:30 pm.
13 – 21	 Tasmania trip to Hayes on Brumby’s (subject to border crossing 

rules).
	 Event Co-ordinator – Chris Gray.
25  Thursday	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
	 “Liars’ Night” – reports from members on their summer fishing.


