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Kristina and Adam are well known 
in the Australian fly fishing world. 

Both have written articles for FlyLife and 
contributed to other angling publications. 
They moved to New Zealand some years 
ago and commenced a trout guiding 
operation - Stray South Fishing Outfitters - a 
few months ago. They are now based in 
the South Island town of Alexandra, some 
200 km south of the most southern town 
in Tasmania. 

Adam has been fly fishing for 31 years 
and has been involved in the fishing 
industry for 30 years, so has a clear idea of 
what makes a good fishery. 

He suggests that New Zealand fishing is 
excellent (on the right day) and the fish on 
average are much bigger than we typically 
catch in rivers in Australia. And this is the 
point he makes - you shouldn’t come to 
New Zealand to catch a 10-pounder. You 
come instead to tackle fish that are 3 to 
5 pounds with every hook set. So, you’re 
getting much more bang for your buck! 

Kristina tells us they have put together 
a stunning visual presentation ‘filled 
with loads of Royter-style exuberance’ 
of selected videos of their fishing 
experiences. These will be explored and 
analyzed to explain the how’s and why’s 
of some fabulous fishing in New Zealand.

All members are welcome to join us, and 
the Royters, at 6:15 pm for dinner in the 
Kelvin Club prior to the meeting, but 
PLEASE make a booking by 5:00 pm on 
Wednesday, October 17, by phoning 0498 
254 497 and leaving a message. 

OCTOBER 2018

The October Meeting with Kristina and Adam Royter

Thursday, October 18, 
8:00 pm,

at the Kelvin Club

Adam releasing a superb South Island rainbow
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It gives me great pleasure to present 
the Annual Report of the Victorian Fly 

Fishers’ Association for the year ending 
September 2018 – another successful year 
in the long history of this organisation.

I see the past 12 months as a somewhat 
defining period in our history and one 
that will undoubtedly begin to set the 
directions the VFFA will follow into the 
future.

By way of explanation and illustration 
please allow me to digress for a few 
minutes. For many years the membership 
of the VFFA council changed very little. 
Virtually the same group of willing 
volunteers managed and guided the 
Association along its path. And, let me 
add, they did it pretty well. Few people 
left the council and few joined.

In fact, I was one of the few who did join 
the council in those years. What all of 
this meant was that there was little new 
blood being recruited to ensure the future 
succession of new officers to take over the 
roles of those who had so ably directed 
and managed the Association for all those 
years.

But this past year in particular, and to a 
lesser extent 2017, has seen that change. 
A number of new councillors have been 
recruited, and although a few found it 
necessary to resign for various reasons, 
there are now a number of people serving 
on council who are relative newcomers, 
bringing fresh ideas and new enthusiasm 
to help guide the VFFA into the future.

I believe this is very positive and 
beneficial for our Association. If you will 
excuse a couple of mixed metaphors, it 
is a changing of the guard and, I believe, 
very necessary if we are to successfully 
defend our enviable history as well as 
chart a path through the issues that face 
the VFFA in coming years.

But a word of caution. Change requires 
careful consideration of the likely impact 
that may result. Change for the sake of 
change is not necessarily a good thing. 
It should be made only with the best 
interests of the Association, its members, 
and its history kept firmly in mind. In 
other words, (and please allow me one 
more well-worked metaphor), let’s be 
careful we don’t throw the baby out with 
the bathwater. 

Having said all that, I sincerely wish the 
new council and the officers who will be 
elected tonight every success with the 
future management and navigation of the 
VFFA.

Another significant event that occurred 
this year was our move back here to the 
Kelvin Club, which had been our home 
for many years. We were reluctantly 
forced to move from these familiar 
surroundings for reasons beyond our 
control and switch our headquarters 
to the old Celtic Club in Queen Street, 
which of course is no longer in existence. 

Retiring President’s Annual Report on the year 2017/2018

Mike presents his final annual report
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The moves we made were quite 
disruptive, but we managed our way 
through with the help of a number of 
members who volunteered their time 
to pack and later unpack our treasures 
and library. Although we have taken a 
little time to settle back in, I think we 
have now sorted out the many associated 
issues and have now settled back 
“home”. 

I should single out one person in 
particular who has played a major role 
in this, and that is John Pilkington, 
who has taken it upon himself to re-
establish our library. With his band of 
tireless volunteers “Pilks” has sorted and 
catalogued our books and papers to the 
point where the library is now almost 
ready for members to use and to borrow 
books. Well done John, and thank you!

Our general and special meetings 
continue to prove popular with members 
and their guests and we have striven 
to attract interesting speakers. The 
list of speakers during the past year 
comprised an impressive range of fishing 
guides, equipment suppliers, writers 
and photographers, the Australian 
Trout Foundation, and some of our own 
members telling us of their fly fishing 
adventures. 

We were honoured to have the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Victorian Fishing 
Authority Travis Dowling as our guest 
speaker at last year’s Christmas Dinner, 

and this year’s Annual Dinner attendees 
were treated to a thought-provoking 
presentation on broadening our fly 
fishing horizons by highly respected 
guide, writer and casting instructor Peter 
Morse. 

As usual, one of the best-attended 
meetings for the year was the annual 
auction of equipment and books, expertly 
staged by Hugh Maltby and his willing 
helpers. Not only did many members 
manage to secure a bargain on the night, 
but the event helped swell our coffers as 
well.

A number of trips were made during 
the year. Last October the Latrobe Valley 
Fly Fishers once again kindly hosted a 
group of VFFA members on their dams 
near Thorpdale; then the Warrnambool 
Fly Fishers showed their traditional 
hospitality to another VFFA group in 
November. In early January a small group 
spent an enjoyable, if hot, excursion to 
the Goulburn River at Thornton, guided 
by guides from the Goulburn Valley Fly 
Fishing Centre. Next was the annual 
visit to Hayes on Brumbys in Tasmania, 
followed by the ever-popular excursion 
to John Pilkington’s property at Enoch’s 
Point on the Big River. 

Then a large group of VFFA members 
spent a weekend as guests at the 
Bairnsdale Fly Fishers’ lodge on the 
Mitta Mitta River near Omeo for the 
annual Dudley Lee Donger Challenge, 
which ended with the home team being 
victorious. In June the VFFA and the 
Bairnsdale Fly Fishers’ Club met again 
for the recently established winter 
competition on the Western Lakes 
near Camperdown. Bairnsdale was 
again successful in winning the Bruce 
Whitehead Trophy. 

A few weeks later a group from the 
VFFA attended the Warrnambool 
Fly Fishers’ annual game dinner 

Kevin Finn, VFFA secretary, with treasurer Tony 
Mitchem, and retiring president Mike Jarvis
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which was once again a great success and 
extremely enjoyable. 

Thank you to the convenors of these trips.

It had been one of my objectives on 
becoming president two years ago to 
see the VFFA become more active in 
providing instruction in aspects of fly 
fishing. I am pleased to report that we 
have made a good start with several of 
our members conducting sessions in fly 
tying, casting and streamcraft. 

Richard Kos and John Pilkington have 
been sharing their fly tying skills with 
members during the past winter; David 
Grisold held a fascinating streamcraft 
session on the King Parrot Creek at 
Flowerdale, and just last weekend, Ian 
Sambell and Judith Oliver instructed 
more than 30 members in some of the 
finer points of casting at the Red Tag 
Pool. Thank you to everyone involved 
and we look forward to more of these 
events in the future.

Trout politics is a topic that always 
takes up space on the council meeting 
agenda. We have sought to be a body of 
influence, hold positions and be active on 
a range of issues relevant to fly fishing, 
including fish stocking and trout habitat 
improvement, particularly here in 
Victoria.

For some time now this area has been 
the responsibility of Dermot O’Brien 
and he has ably provided leadership 
and advice over several years. Under 
his leadership we have continued to 
develop and maintain our relationships 
with the Victorian Fishing Authority and 
relevant River Catchment Management 
Authorities. 

VFFA members have planted trees on 
river banks, and the Association has 
lent its support to in-stream habitat 
improvement projects and shared its 

views on issues relating to habitat 
protection and fish stocking. We were 
again well-represented at the Talk Wild 
Trout Conference organised by the VFA at 
which Dermot also chaired a conference 
session.

The VFFA is well-placed to continue to 
play an on-going and valuable role in 
this area, despite the fact that Dermot 
has decided to retire from council after 
10 years of tireless work. I would like to 
thank him sincerely for his contribution 
and look forward to him continuing to 
provide advice and assistance in the 
future.

Significantly, I believe, we have 
developed a closer association with the 
Australian Trout Foundation which 
is emerging as a key player in trout 
politics, and trout habitat protection 
and restoration. Our member Terry 
George is President of the ATF and in 
July was guest speaker at our general 
meeting where he told us of the work 
of the foundation and its plans for the 
future. We see continuing opportunities 
for the VFFA and its members through 
maintaining this relationship and 
lending our support to the ATF where we 
consider it appropriate.

Member communications has become 
a vital component of running the VFFA 
and I believe we do it pretty well. Our 
magazine-style newsletter Fly Lines 
continues to be the envy of many other 
organisations. It is a tribute to editor 
Lyndon Webb and as I said in my AGM 
address last year, we are immensely 
proud of it and the job it does keeping 
members up to date with VFFA 
happenings, news and general interest 
features on fly fishing.

Our website continues to gather strength 
thanks to Kevin Finn, providing 
information to members and others about 
the Association and its activities.
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More and more we are also utilising 
the speed and power of email to keep 
our members informed and alert 
them to upcoming events, changes in 
dates, and so on. I can see this form 
of communication becoming more 
important as our database develops.

On the subject of members, the good 
news is that we continue to recruit 
new members, and during 2017-2018 
it appears that we managed to end up 
on the plus side, more than making up 
for those members who sadly passed 
away during the year or who for 
various reasons chose not to renew their 
membership.

My term as president is now up. I have 
quite enjoyed the journey over the past 
two years, but it is now time to hand 
the reins to someone else. I would 
like to thank everyone for the support 
and encouragement I have been given 
by council and by members of the 
Association. Without that level of support 
it would have been a much more difficult 
role.

I have always considered it to be an 
honour to have held this position and 
hope that I have managed to contribute 
in some small way during my tenure. 
The VFFA is a fine organisation with 
a wonderful history that has made a 
significant contribution to fly fishing in 
this state, and I am sure it will continue to 
play a valuable role into the future.

I opened my remarks tonight with a 
word of caution and I would like to close 
them with a note of concern, one that has 
been a somewhat favourite hobbyhorse 
of mine as president, and that is my 
concern that we are not attracting enough 
new people to run the Association or 
new volunteers to organise and run its 
activities and events.

We have been extremely fortunate over 
many years to have willing helpers 
prepared to devote time and effort to 
make things happen. But many of these 
people are reaching the point where 
they feel they have done their bit and it 
is time for others to step up. Unless we 
are able to recruit new people to take on 
management roles in the Association, 
and attract new people to help with 
event organising and the like, then I have 
concerns for the future.  

Things do not just happen. They have 
to be planned and managed. If we are to 
have a healthy and successful Association 
in the years ahead then it is up to more of 
our members to lend a hand and let the 
willing horses we have depended on for 
so long take a well-earned break.

Well, that’s about it. I hope there is 
nothing significant that I have omitted. If 
I have, my apologies. There are countless 
people I should thank for the support 
they have given me and for the work 
they have done and support they have 
given the VFFA in terms of time, financial 
assistance and gifts. I am not going to 
name them as I’m sure I would probably 
miss someone. But they know who they 
are and I want them to know we do really 
appreciate their efforts.

Finally, I wish the new president and 
council every success.

Thank you all for your attention.

Mike Jarvis passing the H. L. Ford Shield to 
incoming president Chris Gray
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… from new president Chris Gray.

I feel very privileged to be elected as 
president of the VFFA. When I was 

approached earlier in the year I was 
hesitant to commit, having been a 
member for just a few years and with just 
one year on council.  

My journey into the VFFA and onto 
council has to be credited to David 
Grisold (Choco), a member whose love 
of all things VFFA and fishing is well 
known. Choco and other members have 
been very helpful in sharing with me 
their knowledge, wisdom and love of 
the VFFA and its history over the last 12 
months. I hope that in the next two years 
we continue to contribute to this unique 
association and its rich history.  

To out-going president Mike Jarvis, thank 
you for your leadership and guidance. 
You have left the VFFA in great shape 
to continue the many activities we have 
available to members, along with an 
energised council. I acknowledge your 
wisdom in cautioning council to step 
carefully in adopting any changes to the 
VFFA structure. 

Our history demonstrates a willing 
group of members in organising and 
participating in an extensive list of 
activities, some of which have lapsed 
while others continue in changed formats.  

Some of the activities we have done and 
continue to do include: Liars Night – 
the February general meeting, monthly 
general meetings, the newsletter (Fly 
Lines), casting days, streamcraft days, 
fly tying, an extensive library, Sunday 
casting, cane rod days, the sale of 
VFFA logo merchandise, trout hatchery 
participation, Scotty Jordan trials with 
the ATF, riparian working bees with 
CMAs, and trips - including the Donger 

weekend, Thorpdale, Warrnambool, 
Ballarat lakes, the Big River Weekend, 
and the February trip to Tasmania staying 
at Peter Hayes on Brumbys.

In reading some of our history, a 
common discussion point continues to 
surface through all previous councils, 
and that is the challenge of maintaining 
relevance to our membership within 
the funds available. This is a topic of 
utmost importance which relies heavily 
on council and the broader membership 
to take up the challenge and move us 
forward.

With council, I would like to present to 
the membership a long-term strategy 
for remaining relevant to the current 
membership and encouraging new 
members.  

I recently attended the Statewide Round 
Table for Recreational Fishers as a guest 
and can share with you that a permanent 
seat at the Round Table has been made 
available for the VFFA to attend quarterly 

President’s Message
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meetings and build on the networks 
Dermot has established with his many 
years as our political liaison in trout 
politics. I hope we retain Dermot’s 
services in continuing his representation 
on the Trout Advisory Round Table at 
Victorian Fisheries.

I have met and have got to know some 
members already, and will endeavour to 
get to know many more of you at future 
VFFA events.

New president Chris Gray outlined his plans and 
hopes for the new VFFA year

The November meeting with Simon Gawesworth and Marc Bale

Our November meeting will be special 
for three reasons. First – it will be on 

Thursday, November 1, and not the usual 
third Thursday of the month. Second, it 
will be a dinner at The Metropolitan Hotel, 
at 263 William Street, Melbourne. An 
invitation is included with this issue.

Thirdly, we are making these changes 
in order to hear presentations by  Simon 
Gawesworth and Marc Bale - two 
exceptional visitors who will be in 
Melbourne in early November for just a 
few days. 

Simon Gawesworth
Last month your editor erred badly in two 
entries. I described Simon Gawesworth as 
a world champion caster. In many respects 
he is, but Simon was quick to email me 
with a correction - he didn’t ever enter and 
thus win a world casting championship. 
However, by age 16 he was the British 
Junior Casting Champion, a feat he 
repeated the following year. He then went 
on to break seven British casting records 
and win the adult casting championships 
three times in succession, representing 
England in two European and one World 
Team Championships.

With the demise of the tournament 
casting scene in the UK Simon turned 
his hand to competitive fly fishing, and 
over the following years represented 
England in three home internationals 
(against Ireland, Scotland and Wales), two 
European championships, and five World 
Championships, culminating in him being 
the England Team Captain and Manager 
for the 2003 World Championships in 
Spain.

Simon has written numerous articles for 
the fishing press, published two books on 
spey casting, presented five instructional 
videos and DVD’s, appeared on numerous 
television and radio shows, demonstrated 
casting at fly fishing shows around the 
world, and is recognized as one of the 
leading authorities on spey casting and fly 
casting instruction. 

He lives in SW Washington and works 
for RIO Products, where he designs and 
tests fly lines, as well as being the Brand 
Manager for RIO. He continues to conduct 
fly casting classes and seminars around 
the world. 

>>>
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Simon is running a casting demonstration 
and exhibition at the Northern Fly 
Fishing Club’s casting pool on Saturday, 
November 3 – an event you won’t want to 
miss. 

Marc Bale
Last month we wrongly reported that 
Marc Bale was a member of the Gillies 
company. This is not the case. He is in fact 
the International Sales Director for Sage, 
RIO and Redington. 

Marc began his career as an independent 
rep for Sage, then moved inhouse in 1989 
as Sage’s first Sales Manager. He remained 
in that role until 1994 when he became 
the Vice President of Marketing and Sales 
for Sage, and then for Redington when 
Sage acquired Redington in 2003, and then 
again for RIO when they were acquired by 
Sage in 2005.  

As Marc says, “This is a roundabout way 
of saying that I’ve been around the Sage 
company in one capacity or another for 
over 30 years. I also have the dubious 
distinction, uncorroborated of course, of 
having been in more specialty fly fishing 
shops than anyone in the world. 

I saw the original Sage ownership change 
from the founders Don Green and Bruce 
Kirshner in 1994 to the present ownership, 
the Joshua Green Corporation in Seattle. 
Of late I have also seen the acquisition of 
the Fly Water Travel Company as well as 
the bringing on of a major new category 
specializing in flies. The company has 
grown twenty-fold during my tenure.

Having grown up in Michigan, I am a 
lifelong fly fisherman, having been taught 
by my father on the Pere Marquette River. 
I owe a big debt to Ray Bergman, whose 
book Trout sustained me during a long 
misspent childhood. I have been lucky 
to have been afforded the opportunity to 
fish all over the world, a gift I don’t take 
lightly. If I had one day left to fish, my 
choice would vacillate between wading 
a fine, lonely bonefish flat or fishing a 
remote steelhead river in British Columbia 
in the Fall. But frankly any fly fishing is 
better than no fly fishing, and I would 
be equally happy chasing just about any 
species as long as it involved a fly rod. I 
also feel incredibly fortunate to have spent 
my career working in this industry.”

So, come along on Thursday, November 
1, and hear presentations by two highly 
acclaimed and internationally recognized 
members of the world of fly fishers. 

Simon Gawesworth demonstrating how to spey 
cast…

… and with a superb steelhead, no doubt the out-
come of some highly skilled spey casting
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Oh dear, our trout fishing colleagues 
across the ditch are confronting some 

of the issues that we in Victoria battled 
with about 15 years ago. The Website 
giving details of the proposed changes to 
New Zealand trout fishing can be found 
at https://fishandgame.org.nz/threat-
to-trout. We read there that legislation 
recently introduced to the New Zealand 
Parliament poses a serious threat to trout 
and salmon angling. Among a number of 
other worrying proposals, it allows trout 
and salmon to be totally removed from 
particular rivers and lakes, even if these 
happen to be significant trout and salmon 
fisheries.

The issue of the danger of introduced 
species to native species is an intriguing 
one that raises tempers and hackles and 
arguments from all directions. I recall 
in my teaching days many years ago 
that for a couple of years my desk in the 
staffroom was right beside Clare’s. Clare 
was a very hard-working and enthusiastic 
teacher of Physical Education and a 
subject called Human Development. We 
got on well together, even though she 
was half my age. 

I remember her charging in one morning 
with two grocery bags filled with large 
carrots. I asked if this might indicate 
carrot cake for lunch. “No way,” she said. 
“I’ve reached the point in the Human 
Development program where I have to 
show the boys the correct way to put on 
a condom.” “Oh, dear me! I should have 
guessed. But I still think that carrot cake 
is a better idea.”

To get to the point, my good mate Clare 
was green all the way up to the gills. 
One Monday I confessed to having 
spent the previous Saturday fishing for 
trout. That provoked a ferocious tirade. 
Apparently “trout are an obnoxious 
illicit feral species that are ruining our 
waterways and killing all our poor 
native fish. They should never have been 
introduced.” I tried to intervene with a 
few tentative debating points about her 
passion for dogs that come for Europe, 
her grandmother’s collection of cats, and 
her uncle’s dairy farm where the cows 
were eating grass that surely belonged 
to the kangaroos. But it was hopeless. 
Trying to stem the flow of a died in the 
wool greenie on full throttle with both 
afterburners firing was the epitome of 
futility. I’m pleased to report that 

From the
EDITOR’S DESK
“Dear Honourable Member of Parliament, I am writing to express my concern about the 
Conservation (Indigenous Freshwater Fish) Amendment Bill. I agree with the Bill’s intention to 
better protect native fish, but don’t support its attempt to undermine the future of trout in New 
Zealand. Trout are a valuable introduced species which provide economic, cultural and health 
benefits to more than a hundred thousand freshwater licence holders every year. As a keen angler 
I value the relaxation, exercise and mental health well-being fishing provides and I believe the 
proposed legislation is aimed at removing those enjoyments and recreation opportunities from me 
and my fellow licence holders. Yours sincerely, …” (Part of a letter that New Zealand trout 
fishers are being encouraged to write to their local parliamentary member.)
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despite my sins Clare and I remained 
friends, though I kept all future trout 
expeditions confidential. 

I came across a more sensible response to 
all this just a few years ago. My grandson 
had been given a camera for his birthday, 
so I bundled him into the car and we 
drove to the Healesville Sanctuary where 
he took photos of everything that had fur 
or feathers. On the way to the platypus 
enclosure we walked over the bridge 
across the Badger Creek that meanders 
through the property, and my attention 
got rather fixated on the 3 lb trout that 
was feeding quietly in the current just 
upstream from the bridge.

At the end of the platypus performance 
I mentioned this trout to the young guy 
who had run the session and he assured 
me there were plenty more in the creek. 
He admitted to being a keen fly fisher 
and often flicked a fly or two at them. I 
queried his politics, as I thought these 
Sanctuary staff were all card-carrying 
greenies and thus anti-trout. His response 
was: “Well, I guess it probably would 
have been better if trout hadn’t been 
brought here all those years ago. But they 
were, and they're here now, and there's no 
way we can get rid of them. So there's no 
point moaning about it. Besides, they're a 
magnificent fish that provide wonderful 
sport, so let's just enjoy it.” Surely the 
voice of reason.

The battle to defend and retain our trout 
fishery here in Victoria was fought and 
won in the early 2000's. The Australian 
Trout Foundation were pivotal in this, 
and Mick Hall, president of the ATF at the 
time, was awarded the VFFA Jack Ritchie 
Medal for his tireless work in confronting 
members of the bureaucracy that were 
dead set keen on removing every trout 
from our rivers. Fortunately we won, 
and our trout fishery is now officially 

recognized as a highly valued part of our 
state’s freshwater fishery.

It's interesting to note, and I think I'm 
correct here, that it wasn't the gorgeous 
appearance of brown and rainbow 
trout, or their wonderful habit of rising 
to take insects off the surface that won 
the argument for their survival. Rather, 
it was old-fashioned economics. The 
tourist industry in the north-east of 
Victoria is worth, I think, well over $200 
million a year, and many of the tourists 
heading up there are anglers. And they 
aren’t going there to fish for two-inch 
galaxiids. Some anglers target Murray 
cod and other natives, but the vast 
majority are eager trout fishers because 
trout are still the most popular fish in 
our freshwater streams. Then we had a 
few lean years when trout were scarce, so 
tourist numbers declined and towns were 
doing it tough economically. The penny 
dropped and attitudes to trout changed. 
They were forgiven for arriving here. 

Let's acknowledge that trout are 
enthusiastically fished for all over the 
world. They are a prized target fish in 
North and South America, Europe, South 
Africa, Japan, the United Kingdom, and 
countless other places – especially New 
Zealand. Fly fishing for trout is a passion 
worldwide. So let's enjoy this wonderful 
sport while we can. And let's hope that 
the magnificent trout fishery in New 
Zealand manages to survive this latest 
challenge.

Tight lines – wherever you are fishing,

Lyndon Webb
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About the VFFA web site:
The VFFA web site has a comprehensive coverage of VFFA events, meetings , trips, …updated 
monthly making it easy to track dates and times.

Features of VFFA web site:
•	 Monthly Newsletter delivered to members in full colour.
•	 Live access to more than five years of past Newsletters 
•	 Newsletter in PDF format for easy reading on computers  / iPads / tablets & smart phones
•	 Newsletter in PDF format can be read & saved on iPad / tablets like eBooks
•	 Calendar of all activities can sync with all you digital device calendars
•	 Gallery of events - Photos & Event reports
•	 Where to fish directories: Victoria, Tasmania, NSW, New Zealand

Web Fish
Cast regularly at vffa.org.au

Alf pushed a note across the 
counter to pay for McTaggart’s 

third glass of lunch. He was reflecting 
on a conversation he’d had with 
Dave Wakefield. "Dave was telling 
me,” he said, “that in a recent visit to 
Warrnambool as part of the annual VFFA 
trip there he noticed that Jim Blakeslee’s 
dog Bruny was exceptionally intelligent. 
In fact, Dave suggested, Bruny was as 
good as any fishing guide down that 
way. Jim always took his dog with him 
when he went fishing, so Bruny knew all 
the spots on the upper Merri where Jim 
caught fish. So, if you borrowed Bruny 
for a couple of hours and took him up the 
river, whenever he stopped you’d know 
you were right on one of Jim’s prime 
spots. You could hardly go wrong. How 
clever is that?" 

McTaggart pondered this for a few 
moments and agreed that Jim's dog was 
good, but he felt that his dog Fut still had 
the edge. 

“Let me tell you about an occasion a few 
years ago when I was fishing the Woori 

Yallock Creek,” he said. “Fut was with 
me and we’d been out for a few hours 
when it came time for me to lean my rod 
against a bush beside the creek and head 
off for a brief call of nature.”

“While I was otherwise engaged there 
was a strong puff of wind and it blew 
the end of my line onto the water. The 
fly landed out in the current and floated 
enticingly, so at this most inconvenient 
moment a trout grabbed the fly and raced 
off upstream, dragging the line and my 
new Hardy rod into the water. I was 
unable to address the issue for a moment 
or two, but Fut sized up the situation 
and leapt into the creek. He grabbed 
the rod handle between his teeth and 
dragged the rod back to the bank with 
the reel still screaming. He wasn’t able to 
wind the reel with his teeth but he still 
showed considerable resources. He got 
one powerful hindleg behind the rod butt 
and ran inland, thus dragging the fish to 
shore. By the time I got myself properly 
dressed and laced up again the trout was 
ready to be unhooked.”

This Month’s Yarn ... 

(… from November, 1955)
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The Annual Warrnambool Trip in 
October
The very popular trip to Warrnambool 
and District is on again this year - from 
Friday, October 26, to Sunday, October 28. 
The NOE for this trip was included in the 
August issue.  

Members will fish a number of local 
rivers including the Merri, Hopkins, Mt 
Emu and Moyne. These rivers offer a 
variety of fishing to some very big brown 
trout. Both wet and dry fishing styles 
may be employed, depending on the 
height and clarity of the water. 

The President and members of the 
Warrnambool Fly Fishers will again guide 
us, and join with us for a magnificent 
evening meal at Jim Blakeslee’s Winery 
on the Saturday evening. Jim and his 
wife Trish will be our hosts. Members 
will each share the cost of this meal and 
provide their own drinks. 

The event organiser is Richard Kos, 
and he has already confirmed details 
with Jim Blakeslee and made bookings 
for accommodation. Members can 
confirm their interest in participating by 
contacting Kossy on Mobile 0430 091 300, 
or email – kossy1@bigpond.com.

The Tasmanian Fly Fishing Expo  
November 10 & 11, at Clarendon on the 
South Esk River. 

Proceeds will go to the Australian Fly 
Fishing Museum and the Fish Habitat 
Fund. There are events for kids, ladies, fly 
tiers, casters and more... 

Come and cast the biggest range of 
fly rods and line combinations ever 
assembled in Australia. Sage, Redington, 
RIO, Orvis, Hanak, Innovator, Scientific 
Anglers, Scott, Airflo, Primal, Echo, Loop, 
OPST, Temple Fork Outfitters, Snowbee, 
Vision, Hardy, Douglas, G Loomis 
Asquith, NRX … and more. 

See a Photography Exhibition by Steven 
Ooi and an Art Exhibition by Trevor 
Hawkins. 

There is a Distance Casting event – with a 
Scott fly rod as the prize. There is also the 
chance of winning a Scott Radian rod just 
by entering. 

The Australian Fly Fishing Museum 
will re-open with new David Scholes 
exhibition. 

There will be fly tying demonstrations. 

Some of the presenters will include:

Jim Bartschi: President and chief rod 
designer at Scott Fly Rods.

Simon Gawesworth: RIO Products Brand 
Manager.

Peter Morse: Sage and RIO Ambassador. 
Master Casting Instructor (MCI).

Peter Hayes: Trout Guide, Australian 
Casting Champion, Master Casting 
Instructor (MCI).

Roy Wybrow: Master Casting Instructor. 

Rene Vaz: Manic Tackle Project owner, 
and distributor of Simms, Scott, Airflo, 
C&F and more. 

Two Important Events

Jim Blakeslee has a close relationship with all the 
Mt Emu browns
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Adrian Jacobs fishing the upper Merri River. This section mightn’t look all that appealing but it holds a 
significant number of large browns.

Trevor Hawkins: Master wildlife and 
fishing artist.

Steven Ooi: Trout photographer of 
remarkable talent. 

David Hemmings: Trout Guide and CCI 
(certified casting instructor).

Andrew Summers: Fly fishing nut. 
Owner of Mayfly Tackle. Distributor of 
Orvis, Scientific Anglers, Hanak, Wapsi, 
Innovator and more.

Antti Vapula: World Championship 
angler and distributor of Vision 
fly fishing products. Matt Sherriff: 
Distributor of Yeti products and Tonic 
polaroid sunglasses.

Doug Phillips: Owner of Tonic 
sunglasses. 

Kobi Lambert and Tino Pittiglio: Possibly 
the world’s youngest commercial fly tiers. 
Christopher Bassano: Current Australian 
Fly Fishing Champion. 

Martin Droz: Former World Fly 
Fishing Champion, multiple World 
Championship angler, trout guide, 
brilliant fly tier.

Grant Febery: Owner of Safari Tackle NZ 
and distributor of Echo, Loop, OPST lines 
and more. 

Graham Todd: Owner of EJ Todd. 
Distributor of Temple Fork Outfitters, 
Wapsi, Snowbee, Dr Slick and other 
products.

Ken Orr: Trout Guide and International 
Ambassador for Temple Fork Outfitters 
and CCI.

Shane Broadby: Commercial fly tier.

Ray Brown: Commercial fly tier.

Leighton Adem: FlyLife magazine.

Read all about this fabulous weekend at 
www.tasmanianflyfishingexpo.com.au 
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Some 30 keen members and friends 
turned up at the Red Tag casting 

pool on Sunday, September 16, to get 
some invaluable casting tuition from Ian 
Sambell and Judith Oliver, who are both 
VFFA members and highly qualified 
casting instructors. The weather was 
reasonable – cold and cloudy, but not too 
windy.

Two of our members, Julian Newton–
Brown and Jon Kenfield, have given their 
reflections on the day.

Julian: “According to physics kinetic 
energy involves both mass and velocity. 
So with the low mass of a fly line we have 
to give it plenty of velocity. Energy has to 
be put into the rod for this to occur, hence 
the back cast. Stopping the rod as the 
line flies backwards further flexes it, thus 
storing energy to help the forward cast. 

Ian demonstrated this by laying the line 
straight out behind him. By hauling the 
line off the grass he flexed the rod, which 
remained flexed as he commenced the 
forward cast. When he stopped the rod 
the stored energy in it speared the line 
forward to uncoil in a straight line. 

Some casters do a 'single haul’, pulling 
down on the line with the free hand as 
the line straightens behind, thus storing 
more energy in the rod to be delivered in 
the forward cast. Just imagine the ‘double 
haul’.

Most of the casters there were able to cast 
reasonably well. The thing that interested 
me was the variety of individual casting 
styles displayed. 

And we all enjoyed a sausage and a hot 
cup of tea or coffee at the end. Many 
thanks to Dermot and his helpers for 
setting up the barbecue and tea and 
coffee. Special thanks to Ian and Judith 
for their patience and expertise and 
instruction. Greatly appreciated.”

Jon added this: “Ian Sambell and Judith 
Oliver presented The Five Essentials of 
Casting at the VFFA Casting Instruction 
Day, and it was pleasing to see such a 
large number of members take advantage 
of the two-hour session.

Ian and Judith presented the Essentials 
of Casting identified by Bill and Jay 
Gammel. Back in the 1980’s the Gammels 
spent years studying the available fly 

VFFA Casting Day – September 16

… which they did splendidly

John Pilkington and Dermot O'Brien - top chefs 
running the sausage sizzle …
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casting literature and observing the best 
casters in the world, and thus concluded 
that there were five essentials universal in 
all good fly casting. These essentials are 
common to all good casters regardless of 
their style of casting.

Ian and Judith took it in turns to 
discuss each essential whilst the other 
demonstrated. Then members were given 
the opportunity to practice their casting, 
focussing on that particular essential.

The casting took place on the grass 
embankment at the Red Tag casting pool, 
and Ian and Judith finished the session 
with a summary and presented the 
members with a printed booklet detailing 
the Five Essentials.”

So members were well served – top 
tuition, reasonably pleasant weather 
(for Melbourne in September), a booklet 
describing the Five Essentials, and some 
superbly cooked food with tea and coffee 
– all courtesy of the VFFA.

Keen casters awaiting the next set of instructions

Ian and Judith – our casting instructors for the day
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The fur trappers and mountain men of 
the 1820s and 1830s called gaps in the 

mountains, ‘holes’. Of these sometimes-
giant valleys perhaps the best known is 
Jackson Hole in Wyoming, where the 1830s 
mountain men rendezvoused annually 
to trade furs and replenish their supplies 
for the year ahead; today it’s a popular 
mountain town in the lee of the Tetons by 
the Snake River. 

One of the bigger valleys in the Rockies is 
in south-western Montana, home of the Big 
Hole River, the name originally describing 
the high valley, an area of perhaps forty 
miles by twenty miles. Rising in the 
Bitterroot mountains, the Big Hole flows 
north across a wide, flat grassy plain at 
between 5,000 and 6,000 feet altitude. 
The rich valley was once a high tallgrass 
prairie that saw millions of buffalo, and 
after settlement it became a giant hayfield 
known as the ‘valley of ten thousand 
haystacks’; summer hay is still harvested 
there. 

The 150 mile long river starts as a high 
meadow stream, grows into a river and 
flows through rocky canyons till it joins 

the Beaverhead River to become the 
Jefferson River which joins the Missouri, 
then swings east and south to join the 
Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. Near 
where the Big Hole rises to eventually run 
east, another river, the Bitterroot, flows 
north on the other side of the continental 
divide, and eventually west, joining the 
Blackfoot River(of A River Runs Through It 
fame) and the Clark Fork River. This large 
river then flows west into the Snake River 
and the mighty Colombia River, then into 
the Pacific; it was one of the routes of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition of the early 
1800s. 

The mountain west is blessed by these 
rivers, along with dozens of others that 
flow from the Rockies, the Sierras and the 
Cascades. The western fly fisherman is 
twice blessed; these rivers are the home 
of native rainbow and cutthroat trout and 
their varieties, as well as the five Pacific 
salmon and steelhead, and the rivers are 
publicly owned and have public access. 
They are one of the reasons I’ve lived in 
or near the Rockies or the Cascades for 
the past twenty years, and my favorite 
is the Big Hole; I stumbled onto it in the 
early 1990s and have spent at least a week 
fishing it every summer since.  

The Big Hole is a mid-sized river by 
western standards; smaller than the Snake 
or Clark Fork but bigger than Colorado’s 
Frying Pan or Michigan’s Ausable, to give 
it a fly fishing context. The fact that it is 
still a wild river sets it apart; it is one of the 
very few undammed western rivers and 
this significantly determines its character 
as a trout stream – high flow variability 
being one of them. It does not have the 
predictable behavior of tailwater streams. 
I somehow feel happier on a river that 
doesn’t flow from a dam, a little closer 
to wildness in a world that is constantly 
shrinking in on me. I don’t like being 

One of Alan's browns from the Big Hole

Heaven, Shangri-La, Nirvana and the Big Hole River in Montana
 ... Alan Pilkington, July 25, 2018
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contained, and I’m sure dammed water 
doesn’t either, even though it can produce 
spectacular fisheries. 

The Big Hole’s water flows can range 
from less than a 1,000 c.f.s. (cubic feet per 
second) to over 12,000 c.f.s., depending 
on season, level of spring snow pack, rain 
and ambient temperature; a typical flow 
level in mid- summer is between 1,000 and 
1,500. This variability, along with daily 
water temperature changes affects insect 
life in the abundant river – it has a typical 
western river richness of varieties of 
mayflies, stone flies, caddis and terrestrials; 
its healthy hatches of salmon flies (the 
giant stone fly, Pteronacella Californicus) 
and western green drakes (Drunella 
grandis), attract anglers from across the 
country. 

The water is a constantly changing mixture 
of runs, eddies, rapids, riffles and pools; it 
is fringed with high or low banks, rocky 
canyons, grassy edges, overhanging 
willows or stands of cotton woods. It is 
most easily fished from a boat or rubber 
raft; its size and difficulty of public access 
through ranch land are limiting factors for 
the land-based angler, although there are 
accessible reaches and camping areas. It is 
usual to float with a guide from one of the 
several fly shops or lodges along the river.

Home for my summer weeks on the Big 
Hole these last twenty-five years has been 
The Complete FlyFisher, a reasonably 
high-end and outstanding fly fishing 
lodge situated right at the river’s edge. 
It is one of the best I’ve visited over the 
years, on a par with the way Huka Lodge 
near New Zealand’s Lake Taupo was 
many years ago, in the time when it was 
strictly a fly fishing destination rather 
than an all-around luxury lodge as it 
now seems. Good food, good cabin style 
accommodation, good guides, a good, wild 
trout fishery with rainbow, brown, brook 
and cutthroat trout and Arctic grayling and 
native whitefish; who could ask for more? 

Based near the small town of Wise River, 
just downstream from where the river of 
that name joins the Big Hole, the Complete 
FlyFisher guides also access the nearby 
Beaverhead, Rock Creek and Missouri 

Big Hole transport

A fine rainbow from the same river
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rivers, as well as a couple of high ponds 
populated with fat, five pound plus 
‘gulper’ rainbows. Some guests explore 
these, depending on curiosity, whim or 
conditions; and some weaken and are 
tempted by the nymph or the streamer; 
but for me, in summer, this river is about 
fishing on top, casting the dry fly and 
trying to unlock the river’s mysteries.

This year, in the first week of July, I hit 
it for six, or as the Americans would 
say, ‘I lucked out’. Two weeks before, 
in the middle of the salmon fly hatch, a 
monstrous mountain rain storm bumped 
the river to 10,000 c.f.s. and I thought I 
would be in trouble. Then the river started 
to fall and the water levels were about 
perfect when I arrived at camp just as the 
river was starting to fish well. All I had to 
cope with was a hatch of Fourth of July 
drifters on the river, fortunately passing 
through with Budweisers in hand, not fly 
rods, and the fishing seemed unaffected.  

I later told my brother John in an email 
that of the five days on the water two were 
great, two were good and one was so, 
so. On the first of the great days, the one 
after the so, so day, the fish were looking 
up, searching for flies on the surface. The 
sky was overcast, the air a bit muggy, 
the temperature was in the mid-70s 
Fahrenheit. And to make life simple they 
were mostly taking just two flies, and did 
so all week - imitations of a western green 
drake and a yellow stone fly. The western 
green drake imitation that delivered was 
a Quigley, a #12 or #14 crippled emerging 
mayfly pattern that’s been popular on 

the Big Hole for years. In smaller sizes 
and colours it will move risers on smaller 
mayflies as well. 

The yellow stone fly pattern we used had 
a head of folded over deer hair, tied back 
over a thin greyish yellow dubbed body 
with short white rubber legs, on #10 or #12 
streamer hooks. Tied on top of the head 
was a small yellow indicator for visibility, 
as the fly sits well down on the water like 
a floating natural. A yellow stimulator or a 
smallish grey, yellow-bodied hopper might 
have worked just as well. 

That day I managed four fish over 20 
inches, several 15 to 18 inches and lots 
smaller, from 10 inches on up, browns, 
rainbows and brookies. A great day, 
especially as I took a couple of the bigger 
fish on a new rod, a little 8’3” #4 I had 

Big peaks in the distance

Another fine Big Hole brown

The Quigley – a mayfly emerger
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made for the Big River in Australia, my 
home stream, after my old 8’ #4 rod from 
the 1980s wanted to retire. I decided to 
christen it on the Big Hole; it is a delightful 
medium actioned rod, albeit a bit light 
bringing the bigger fish to the net from 
stronger water. For the rest of the week 
I fished mostly with an 8’8” #5 rod, but 
I confess I sometimes took the little #4 
weight rod out when I tried to trick a picky 
feeder.  

The only thing that could have made 
the week perfect would have been the 

company of my wife Martha, who passed 
away last November. She loved this 
river, its intricacies, its wildlife, the high 
clouds above it, the smell of the fresh 
washed air after a late afternoon mountain 
thunderstorm. I spread some of her ashes 
in one of her favorite pools, along with 
a bunch of wildflowers from the hillside 
nearby.

There’s Heaven, Shangri-la and Nirvana. 
Then there’s a mid-summer week on the 
Big Hole River in Montana.  

Hi all

As you may know, our daughter 
Clementine was afflicted by catastrophic 
epilepsy at five months of age. Unable 
to find proper care in the UK, we came 
to Melbourne (where my wife is from) 
for Clementine to undergo major 
neurosurgery at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital. Without this operation our 
daughter had no prospect of leading a 
normal life. She is now seizure free (was 
having around 100 seizures a day) and 
can both talk and walk. We decided to 
relocate to Melbourne to support her 
rehabilitation and that is how I come to 
be here. Now aged five and a half years, 
it is nothing short of a miracle that she 
will start primary school in January.

You will appreciate that my family is 
profoundly grateful for the treatment and 
care that our daughter received at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital. In November 
I will be part of a group of parents of 
children who have undergone similar 
life changing neurology operations 
at the hospital who are attempting to 

break the world record for the longest 
recorded dragon boat journey, and in the 
process raise $200,000 for the hospital’s 
Neuroimaging services. We embark on 
November 3 from Yarrawonga and will 
try to paddle 600 kms down the Murray 
River to Swan Hill in five days. More 
information can be found at http://www.
boatingforbrains.com.au/

The current world record of 545km was 
set on the Missouri River in the USA in 
2010.

We have a fundraising site via Everyday 
Hero if you were able to make a donation:   
https://boatingforbrains.everydayhero.
com/au/boatingforbrains

You are also invited to a gala fundraiser 
event for the Boating for Brains appeal 
in Albert Park on Friday October 19. The 
evening commences at 7pm at Hidden 
Jade, Aquatic Drive, Albert Park. Tickets 
can be purchased at http://www.
trybooking.com/xleo/ 

Best wishes,  Alex Evans

We don't normally advertise appeals in Fly Lines, but this is a special case. Alex Evans is 
a VFFA member and was a council member last year. During his time on council he did 
a massive amount of work organising our very successful Art Show last year. He is now 
working hard to raise money for a very worthy cause. Here is what it’s about:

A Worthy Charity
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I’d heard a lot about the fishing in 
Alaska and knew that Rick Dobson of 

Aussie Angler had taken a group there a 
few years back, so just over a year ago I 
popped in to find out if he had thought 
about planning another trip there 
sometime. A week later I got a call from 
him: “How about the last week in July, 
2018?” I couldn’t sign up fast enough, 
and that became the start of an amazing 
adventure.

As we all know, planning for a fishing 
trip is almost as much fun as the trip 
itself. Well, at least for me it is, and in this 
case it certainly turned out to be. Apart 
from a brief fishing trip to Montana a 
couple of years ago when I caught a 
few cutthroat rainbows and whitefish, 
most of my fishing has been in Victoria, 
Tasmania and New Zealand, catching 
rainbow and browns, so the thought of 
catching a variety of Pacific salmon, and 
other species of salmonids such as the 
rainbow, whitefish, Artic grayling and 
dolly varden (Artic char) was an added 
draw card. 

The first step in planning was to find 
out what flies to use. Rick showed me a 

selection that he thought we would need, 
and I sought further information from the 
internet. I’ve spent most of my fly tying 
years tying dry flies, nymphs and wets 
on sizes 12 - 18 hooks with the occasional 
“monster” cicada pattern on 8s and 10s, 
so the thought of tying flies from brightly 
coloured marabou and rabbit zonkers on 
size 4 and 6 hooks was a huge change to 
say the least. It turned out to be a lot of 
fun, experimenting with different colour 
combinations from pink and purple, olive 
and green, yellow and red to black and 
orange and everything in between. 

To this add crystal flash and other “bling” 
and you have a box of flies that looks like 
an advert for a “gay pride” night. Just 
when I thought I had everything covered, 
Rick said: “I hope you’ve got plenty of 
mouse patterns; the rainbows hit them 
like fury”. So back to the vice and on with 
a few variations of mouse patterns, tied 
with spun deer hair and black or brown 
closed-cell foam. Throw in some more 
traditional trout patterns like Caddis dry 
flies, Royal Wulffs, Hare and Copper 
nymphs and the iconic Pheasant Tail 
nymph, and the fly boxes were at last 
ready to go.

Alaska Trophy Adventures and the Skeena Spey Lodge, British 
Columbia

… Wayne Sanderson

Wayne connected to something large

Ian Sambell with a magnificent 15 kg king salmon



OCTOBER 2018 VFFA 23 

>>>

Since much of the fishing, particularly 
when after salmon, involves casting 
across and downstream with those large 
streamer patterns, I decided that it would 
be a good idea to add to my repertoire 
the ability to fish with a two-handed spey 
rod. Rick set me up with a fantastic Loop 
6-piece, 12 ft Skagit outfit and then off I 
went to learn how to cast this new piece 
of equipment. 

After a couple of day’s tuition from 
Bintoro at the Northern Fly Fishing 
Club’s casting pool, then two separate 
trips to the Tongariro in New Zealand 
for tuition with top guide and instructor 
Kunio Onishi, I had at least got the 
casting fundamentals starting to fall into 
place and had sufficient confidence to 
take this new rig with me to Alaska.

The time finally arrived to set off to 
Alaska. A group of 11 had signed up for 
the trip with Rick, several of whom were 
also members of the VFFA. After arriving 
in Anchorage it was onto a flight down 
the Alaskan Peninsular to the tiny town 
of King Salmon, and then, two or three 
at a time, onto a small “taxi” plane to the 
Alaskan Trophy Adventures Lodge on the 
Alagnak River, a real wilderness camp. 

There were 23 guests at the lodge for 
the week. In addition to the Australian 
contingent there was one fisherman 
from the UK, several from the United 

States, and a group of seven on a 
wildlife photography course. While the 
accommodation was fairly basic, the 
meals, hospitality and guiding service 
were first class. It’s a very short season 
here, opening mid-June and closing at the 
end of September. The logistics of looking 
after not only the guests but also the staff 
of 21 must be quite a challenge, having to 
fly everything in. There are no roads for 
miles up here.

The Alagnak River flows out of Lake 
Kukaklek for almost 200 kms before 
entering into the top of Bristol Bay. For 
much of its flow it covers a complex 
braided coarse with multiple runs and 
pools that can only be accessed by boat. 
Most of the runs are wadable, but some 
do need to be fished from a boat. The 
wildlife was interesting. We saw 

Wayne with superb chum salmon

Wayne with his guide setting out for a day’s fishing

Rick Dobson with his guide and a 10 kg chum 
salmon
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a moose, and eagles were often soaring 
above. 

Bears were frequently encountered, either 
walking along the banks or wading in the 
river with their heads under the water 
(snorkelling) searching for salmon. They 
are generally quite timid and quickly 
move away when approached. However, 
the guides each carry a pump action 
shotgun in the boat, though it is rare that 
they ever have to fire it, certainly to kill. 
The first couple of shells in the gun are 
mostly powder to make a lot of noise. 
It’s only the last couple of rounds that 
contain serious amounts of shot. The 
killing of a bear is a major event and 
results in a huge legal enquiry that can 
end up in court for months. 

There are five species of Pacific salmon 
that migrate up from Bristol Bay: chum 
(dog), sockeye (red), king (chinook), 
silver (coho) and pink (humpy). It was a 
little early for the silvers, but each of the 
other species were in the river along with 
rainbows, Artic char (dolly varden), Artic 
grayling and whitefish. 

Fishing for each required a slightly 
different approach. While for most of 
the salmon it was casting across and 
downstream with big colourful streamers, 
the type of retrieve varied from short 
strips to long slow retrieves, often leaving 
it to hang for considerable time. For the 
sockeye, it required more of a rapid strip 
across in front of them, euphemistically 
referred to as “flossing” as generally they 
don’t strike at a fly so it’s more a matter 

Guests and guides Al fresco dining at Skeena Spey Lodge

Another angler checking the fishery
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of snagging them. Not the favourite way 
to fly fish but they are such a wonderful 
fighting fish and are considered by most 
to be the best eating of the salmon.

Skidding a mouse pattern across the 
current for rainbows or a tiny caddis dry 
for grayling can also result in fantastic 
action. To see a rainbow chomp down 
on a mouse or a grayling leap out of the 
water and somersault down onto a caddis 
really sets the adrenaline flowing.

While we all caught lots of fish and some 
quite large ones (for me a 25 lb king 
salmon), my biggest wish was to catch as 
many different species of the salmonids 
as I could. It turned out even better than 
I could have hoped for. The fishing gods 
were clearly looking after me. In the six 
days of fishing in Alaska, I caught four of 
the five salmon (as indicated earlier, the 
silvers were not yet running) and each of 
the other four species - rainbow, grayling, 
char and whitefish. It certainly was a 
week to remember.

Having gone as far as Alaska, I decided 
to visit British Columbia on the way 
home. I had not been there before but I 
remember April Vokey talking about her 
experiences on the Skeena River when 
she was here in Melbourne a few years 
ago. I contacted her for advice and she 
recommended the Skeena Spey Lodge 
just out of Terrace. This turned out to also 
be a wonderful experience. I had three 
days fishing there. 

The Lodge is right on the banks of the 
Skeena. Luxurious accommodation, great 
food and top notch guides. The first day 
was spent with Adrienne who turned out 
to be a close friend of April’s. She was not 
only a great guide but a first class two-
handed casting instructor. This gave me 
the opportunity to learn a lot more about 
the two-handed cast. 

The Skeena is a very different river to the 
Alagnak. It is a big, wide river flowing 
mostly over gravel, and again fishing 
can really only be accessed by boat. Here 
the two-handed rod came into its own, 
swinging large flies across and down 
searching for steelhead and salmon. On 
this occasion most of the fish caught 
were sockeye, but unlike their cousins in 
Alaska these fish did take the swinging 
fly which then led to a merry chase, with 
their cartwheeling and long, powerful 
runs. To top ever thing off, I then caught 
a silver salmon, the one fish that had 
escaped me in Alaska. They run just that 
much earlier in British Columbia. How 
lucky can you get.

Pardon the cliché but this really was a 
trip of a lifetime. I can hardly imagine 
ever having a more successful or exciting 
fishing trip than this. Next time Rick 
Dobson puts on a trip to Alaska, be in to 
it!!!!!

Basic but very comfortable cabins

An Arctic grayling
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In early June fellow VFFA member 
Jonathan Raymond and I decided 

to spend some of the kids’ inheritance 
and go for a fishing trip to Slovenia. 
While having fished together a lot here 
in Australia we hadn’t fished overseas 
and had been looking at Slovenia as a 
destination for a while as it came up on 
fishing searches as an attractive and less 
mainstream affordable location with high 
quality trout and grayling fishing.

Slovenia is located at the top of the 
Adriatic Sea, wedged between Italy, 
Austria, Hungary and Croatia. The west 
of the country, where we spent our time, 
borders on Austria and is the eastern 

extremity of the European Alps. It is 
densely forested with 50% of Slovenia 
covered in beech and fir trees. 

The capital Ljubljana is a charming little 
Hapsburg city of around 250,000 people 
devoted to the cultural side of life; cycling 
on old bikes, wheeling around cellos, and 
sketching in the street. They appear a 
bookish and contented lot. The Lubljanica 
River flowing through the centre of town 
adds to the serenity (and fishes well 
upstream). It is well worth spending a 
night there. 

Modern Slovenia is a very recent country 
created after the breakup of Yugoslavia 

Fishing in Slovenia June 2018
… Tom Cameron

Johnno and Tom in the Julian mountains, on the way to the upper Soca River
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in 1991. Over the years it has been kicked 
around between the Italians, Austrians 
and Hungarians, and had a hard time in 
both World Wars. It is a small country 
about 10% of the size of Victoria, and 
has a population of around two million 
people who are mainly involved in 
agriculture and timber processing – a bit 
like Gippsland. It is proudly anchored to 
its rural heritage and every town could 
win a tidy town award with groomed 
public spaces surrounded by modest 
yet comfortable houses. Interestingly, 

most houses are around the same size, 
perhaps a result of its socialist history 
and sympathies.

Here is a typical rural town scene on 
the Krka River, and by the way, this 
water produced several wild brown and 
rainbow trout around 1 lb. Nice to have 
right on your doorstep.

Krka River Slovenia

Slovenian fishing is focused on its two 
main river systems: The Sava system 
flowing into the Danube and the Soca 
system flowing out of the Julian Alps 
into the Adriatic Sea. The mountains 

Johnno landing another fine grayling – this time from the Bistra River

Johnno connected to a grayling in the Bistra River
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are substantially limestone, which filters 
gin clear water into the river systems, 
easily matching the water clarity of New 
Zealand and the English chalk streams. 

And with annual rainfall of 3.0 metres 
(120 inches) there is ample water. You 
need to take a rain jacket as summer 
thunderstorms come regularly. There are 
large freestone rivers and karst or chalk 
streams situated in the western half of 

High stick nymphing – another very effective technique

The Soca River – Johnno spotting and targeting a marble trout
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Slovenia. The rivers hold both rainbow 
and brown trout with the usual size being 
1 - 2 lb. The browns are substantially 
wild, but in the larger rivers some 
stocked rainbows can be very big. Not 
one for the purists but it is fun to catch 
one every now and then:

They also host an indigenous species - the 
marble trout (Salmo Marmoratus) which 
can get into the 15lb range and is a major 
draw to Slovenia for trophy anglers. 
They are very wary and sit under rock 

structures, so are very hard to catch. So it 
proved for us; next time maybe.

Page 28 shows a picture of Jonathan 
stalking a marble trout on the Soca River. 
Check the clarity of the water where is 
the middle it would be 10 feet deep.

A 3.5 kg rainbow from the upper Soca River

Grayling “the Lady of the Stream” are 
also a great target, particularly in the 
karst streams like the Bistra River. They 
are an elegant and athletic fish keen to 
take both dry and wet flies, and 
often throw in some impressive 

There were a lot of fish in this run on the upper Soca

Johnno with another fine grayling
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aerobatics too. We hadn’t fished to them 
before and really enjoyed their company.

The rivers on the Danube system host 
a large fish called a Huchen, which is a 
prize target for fishing in winter and is 
a fearsome looking predator that would 
make mincemeat of even large trout or 
grayling. 

It is native to the Danube system and can 
grow to 1.5 metres and 100lbs. It is nick-
named by some as a “Danube Salmon” 
but is more like a big pike; and they 
have an even more macho formal species 

name: Hucho Hucho. We were lucky 
enough to see a big one from the bridge 
over the Bistra but it took off before we 
could photograph it. 

The main Slovenian rivers are closely 
managed by local fishing clubs with 
dedicated river keepers. They charge 
high prices to fish there. Prices range 
from $100 - $150 a day (sorry kids), so 
in this regard they have overcome their 
socialist habits very quickly. The more 
expensive river sections are known as 
“trophy waters” where Marble Trout are 
more likely to be caught. 

A very appealing section of the Bistra River

Parts of the upper Soca were wide and boisterous
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>>>Our intrepid Aussies taking a breather on the Bistra River

Fortunately accommodation, beer, wine 
and food are all on the cheap side so all 
up it’s not too expensive. Our ten days 
there with eight days guided fishing, 
accommodation, and car hire cost us 
around $4,000 each. It’s all worth it as the 
rivers and scenery are beautiful and the 
fishing memorable.

We fished with two guides, four days 
with each at roughly Australian rates. 
One of these guides, Uros Kristan from 
Urko Fishing, was significantly better 
than the other. Uros was exceptional 
and put in long days putting us onto 
numerous fish and supplying catchy flies. 
He was an ex-ice hockey champion so 
a good bloke to have around in a fight. 
All up a true professional and good 
company.

We fished with 9 foot 5-weight rods 
which were fine for all the fishing we 

did. We used 5x tippets down to 6x for 
some of the fussy feeders. If you are 
into European nymphing a lot of fishing 
situations suited that particular approach. 

Our favourite was the upper reaches 
of the Soca a river which runs from the 
Julian Alps down to the Adriatic. It is big 
in some places, but quite manageable in 
most others.

Tom and Johnno fishing the upper Soca
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There was a walking track on the far 
bank at one point and some hikers saw 
Johnno catching a fish, so they gave him 
a cheering standing ovation… what a 
grandstander.

As you’d expect May is the best time for 
mayflies when they can be big and in 
huge numbers and the trout had grown 
fat on them. There were still a few around 
in mid-June.

Most of the dry fly action was on mayfly 
and sedge patterns, and a Slovenian 
special - the F-fly - was very effective.

On the bigger freestone rivers we mostly 
fished heavy tungsten nymphs to get 
deep in the running water, and we both 
suffered casualties - a rod broken by 
nymphs hitting the upper sections when 
casting. These nymphs were like shooting 
your rod with an air rifle, so you need to 
be careful. All flies have to be barbless, 
which is a good thing.

The Savinja River, a tributary of the Sava 
River, is another really great river to fish. 
Jonno fished it and was soon into this one 
…

Given the very clear waters we did a lot 
of sight fishing, particularly in the slower 
karst streams which held good numbers 
of wild brown trout and grayling.

All up it was a great trip and highly 
recommended.

A large mayfly from the Soca River

Here is a hook-up on the Soca…

And here is a another fabulous rainbow from this river. 

And you often do a bit of high stick nymphing (still 
learning that one):
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The hours of daylight are increasing, the weather is warming, and for those 
who fish our stillwaters, the dragonflies are appearing. In other words, mudeyes 
(dragonfly larvae) are swimming ashore and hatching. So, let’s talk about a mudeye 
pattern this month. The following notes have been provided by Mick Hall, and 
while he is writing mainly about the mudeye hatches on Lake Wendouree at 
Ballarat, this fly will work anywhere there are dragonflies. 

According to Mick Wendouree is an amazing piece of water. It is a truly massive 
food bowl, with extensive weeds beds that have created an environment almost 
beyond belief. The insect life is mind-blowing, and there are vast populations of 
scud, galaxia, midge, damsel flies and mudeyes, along with a growing population 
of mayfly.

During the daylight saving months the Ballarat Fly Fishers hold an event called 
‘The Stan Burt Competition’. It is held on Monday nights, with the fishing starting 
at 6:00 pm and finishing at 11:00 pm. The rule is simple - the longest fish caught 
wins.  

As I write, with just a couple of weeks to go, the winning fish thus far is a 56 cm 
brown. It was caught by Danny Forde and was taken on a new version of Old Red-
Eye.  

In 2014 I wrote the history of mudeye patterns here in Australia and this article can 
be read in issues 133 and 134 of Freshwater Fishing magazine. A few months later we 
sold our property at Eildon and shifted to Ballarat - just in time for the start of the 

FLY OF THE MONTH
The Wendouree Bug - Old Red-Eye

(Details from Mick Hall, fly tied by Dale Flenley)
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mudeye season. Reports were coming in of good fish feeding on migrating mudeyes just 
after dark. Naturally I just had to check it out. 

(The picture here on the right shows what 
they were after - Bug Mudeyes.)

On my first night out a few trout started 
taking mudeyes just on 9 pm. Old Red-Eye 
took a redfin of about 375 grams, and then I 
lost a good fish just before giving it away for 
the night.

One thing that worried me about the design 
of my fly, however, was that it was sinking 
too quickly and catching in the weeds. So I 
added a foam collar/hood to the pattern so that it would sit higher in the water column.

At a subsequent fly tying night at the Ballarat Fly Fishers, Dale Flenley and myself, who 
were conducting the session, introduced Red-Eye to the members. And it took off. 

The next night on the water two trout were caught and released - a brown of just over a 
kilo and a rainbow just under a kilo, and I was happy with the new design. Danny then 
caught that great 56 cm brown.

So here is the updated version of Old Red-Eye, which I renamed the ‘Wendouree Bug’ 
(Corduliid). The pattern is tied as follows:

The Wendouree Bug, an updated Old Red-Eye, as designed by Mick Hall:

Hook: 	 Partridge Wet Heavy Supreme, size 4.

Eyes: 	 Red or Black glass beads.

Collar or Hood: 	Soft EVA Foam from Clark Rubber - 5 or 6 millimetre wide and 25mm 
long, tied out over the eye.

Body: 	 Enrico Puglisi Black Streamer Brush wound to shape and trimmed.

Thorax: 	 Spun trimmings from shaping the body.

Legs (optional):	 Black rubber or Spirit River Tarantu-legs - black with blue markings.

Note:	 the EVA should be soft enough to scroll up into a ball and bounce right 
back again. Mine was grey in colour but I used a black marking pen to 
contrast it with the body. Does the Eva Foam make this fly float? Well, 
the answer is no, but it slows its sink rate down and allows you to 
control the fly, especially in heavily weeded water.

Tying Procedure (as tied by Dale Flenley):

1.	 Put the hook in the vice and lay a good base of thread on the shank.

2.	 Trim the foam to the shape in the photo above and tie it in behind the eye with 
about 12mm - 15mm hanging out over the eye of the hook.

Bug Mudeye – a.k.a. dragonfly lava
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3.	 Thread two red (or black) beads onto a short length of monofilament line and 
tie them in on top of the foam behind the eye of the hook, checking to confirm 
that you can see the eyes from the front, before tying them down firmly.

4.	 Cut about 25 mm off each side of the brush and tie these in for the tail.

5.	 Tie the brush in at the end of the hook shank and wrap it forward for about 
two thirds of the shank length, teasing it out as you go.

6.	 Tie the brush off at this point with three or four half-hitches and cut off the rest 
of the brush.

7.	 Remove the fly from the vice at this point and do a rough trim to shape the fly, 
keeping the off cuts for dubbing for the next step.

8.	 Place the fly back in the vice and restart the thread behind the eyes. Add some 
dubbing and dub back to the brush, building up a thorax as you go. 

9.	 With your thread at the two-thirds 
mark (step 5 above) fold the foam 
back over the body and tie it off.

10.	 Add some head cement to the 
thread then remove the fly from the 
vice and do your last trim to shape. 

11.	 Legs can then be tied in, but this is 
optional.

	 … the pattern with legs added.

Fishing the Wendouree Bug

Close to dark the mudeyes start to migrate and the trout start feeding on them. 
Sometimes you may not see them but you can certainly hear them. As the mudeyes 
move closer to the bank the fish follow them in. At times on Wendouree the trout feed 
so close to the bank they can be easily seen with a torch. A lot of mudeyes get eaten by 
these fish but a lot more make it to the trees. 

Another important observation noted 
during these migrations is that the mudeyes 
have to move through the water close to the 
surface because of the thick weed. So what 
was needed was a pattern that sits high in 
the column, hence the development of the 
Wendouree Bug. 

Some mudeyes actually sit doggo on the 
surface film for a while. Why? Well I guess 
only they know.

The photo here shows Dale tying the fly 
shown in the photo. Dale Flenley tying the fly that was used for the 

photo on page 33

Rubber legs can be added
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VFFA 2018 meetings & other activities

October 2018
7  Sunday 	 VFFA annual visit to Thorpdale to fish the Latrobe Valley Club’s 	

	stocked dams as guests of the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers
18  Thursday	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club, with Guest Speakers 	

	Kristina and Adam Royter, New Zealand fishing guides.
26 – 28	 Annual Warrnambool trip. Event Co-ordinator – Richard Kos
29	 Council Meeting - 6:30 pm

November 2018
1  Thursday	 Dinner at 7:00 pm at The Metropolitan Hotel, 263 William St, 

Melbourne, with Guest Speakers Simon Gawesworth (Casting 
Expert and RIO representative) and Marc Bale (representing all Sage 
products)

3  Saturday  	 Casting demonstration and clinic by Simon Gawesworth at 		
	Northern Suburbs Fly Fishing Club’s Casting Pool at Yarrambat 

26  Monday	 Council Meeting - 6:30 pm

December 2018
13  Thursday  	 Annual Christmas Dinner with guest speaker John Philbrick (VFFA 

past president, life member, newsletter editor for 13 years, and 
highly skilled and experienced angler)

February  2019
4  Monday  	 First Council Meeting for 2019 at 6:30 pm
16 – 23	 Tasmanian Trip to Hayes on Brumby's
	 Event Co-ordinator – Hughie Maltby 
28  Thursday	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club, 
	 Speaker - TBC

March  2019
21  Thursday 	 General Meeting – 8:00 PM at the Kelvin Club
	 Speaker - TBC
15 – 17	 2019 Big River trip
	 Event Co-ordinator – John Pilkington
25  Monday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2018 Annual Dinner:

• Aussie Angler Tackle Outfitters • Armadale Angling • Australian Fishing Network
• Essential Fly Fisher Launceston • FlyLife Publishing • FlyFinz Fishing Tackle and

Books • Gavin Hurley’s Fly Fishing & Pro-Angler • J.M. Gillies Pty Ltd
• Mayfly Tackle Pty Ltd • Peter Hayes• Ray Brown Onkaparinga Flies • The 

Flyfisher Tackle Store MelbourneVA
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