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Cameron McGregor and partner Katie 
Doyle will be at our November 

meeting to tell us how to catch Murray 
cod on flies. 
Cameron is head guide at River Escapes, a 
guiding company that targets brown and 
rainbow trout and specialises in Murray 
cod on fly. He grew up on the banks of 
the Murray River and was fly fishing for 
Murray cod at the age of 14. Since then 
he has developed the knowledge and 
skills to catch this magnificent species in 
both rivers and impoundments. One of 
his great personal achievements is seeing 
clients catch Murray cod on his hand-tied 
assortment of flies.
Cameron is regularly involved in fisheries 
research. In recent years he has explored 

fish impacts of the Snowy Hydro 2 
project and endangered species such as 
Macquarie perch and Southern pygmy 
perch. 
Katie Dolye has a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Sydney University and a 
Ph.D. in Freshwater Ecology from the 
University of Queensland. She recently 
completed her Ph.D. on the management 
of common carp (Cyprinus carpio) in the 
Murray-Darling Basin. Part of this research 
involved detailed studies on the diet 
and habitat preferences of Murray cod, 

golden perch and 
Australian bass. 
We would 
encourage all 
members to join 
us for a meal 
beforehand, but 
PLEASE make 
a booking for 
dinner by 5:00 pm 
on Wednesday, 
November 20, by 
phoning 0498 254 
497 and leaving a 
message.

NOVEMBER 2019

The November Meeting 
with Cameron McGregor, from River Escapes

Thursday, November 21, 
8:00 pm,

at the Kelvin Club
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Again this month have the great pleasure of welcoming two new members to the 
Association. Joanne Dobson and Keiran Rogers have joined our ranks. We look 

forward to greeting these two new members at a future meeting and trust that their 
membership brings many years of enjoyment and good fishing.

New Members
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The weather is warming and so the 
hatches begin for a new season. It’s 

good to see some members getting out 
and enjoying success and posting images 
across social media platforms. 

A few members recently joined with 
the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers for an 
entertaining day fishing the dams around 
Thorpdale and enjoying a barbecue 
together. A few browns and rainbows 
made some great photos in the hands of 
anglers. Thank you President Kim Jacobs 
and your fellow LVFF members for a 
great day. VFFA members can join LVFF 
for $90 per year, with these membership 
fees going toward stocking trout in those 
private dams each year. It’s well worth 
taking up this opportunity to enjoy a 
private fishery at Thorpdale – 90 minutes’ 
drive from Melbourne.   

Chris Wisniewski from Inland Fisheries 
Service in Tasmania provided an 
insightful presentation on Tasmania’s 
trout fishery and the carp removal 
management in Lake Sorrell and Lake 
Crescent. It’s impressive to hear how 
Tasmania Fisheries have managed the 
program over the years and Lake Sorrell is 
now close to being carp free.   

The Victorian Fisheries Authority Snobs 
Creek team has been busy stocking 
waterways across Victoria, with 68,000 
brown and rainbow trout as well as 850 
cheetah trout going into Lake Purrumbete.       

Other stockings of brown trout are 
Wurdiboluc Reservoir 5,000; Hepburn 
Lagoon 5,000; Lake Wendouree 3,500; 
Moyne River 2,000; Teddington Reservoir 
(bottom) 2,00; Deep Lake 1,000; and 
Cartcarrong Lake 750.

Rainbow trout stocking include Lake 
Eildon 8,000; Wurdiboluc Reservoir 8,000; 
Lake Burrumbeet 5,300; Lake Tooliorook 
5,000; Toolondo Reservoir 4,00; Eildon 
Pondage 4,000 catchable size plus 250 

ex-broodstock ranging from 2.5 - 3.5kg; 
Lake Fyans 3,700; Lake Wendouree 3,000; 
Teddington Reservoir (bottom) 2,000; 
Upper Coliban Reservoir 1,718; Tullaroop 
Reservoir 1,125; Cartcarrong Lake 1,000; 
Deep Lake 1,000; Victoria Lakes (Ballarat) 
400 catchable size; Boyds Waters (Waurn 
Ponds Deakin Uni) 200 catchable size plus 
3 ex-broodstock.

David Grisold and I attended the Wild 
Trout Fishery Management Workshop 
hosted by Australian Trout Foundation 
and Victorian Fisheries Authority. The two 
days were well supported by a collective 
group from diverse interests in trout 
fishing in Victoria. The approach to the 
two days was premised on a partnership 
approach to understand, protect, maintain 
and enhance our wild trout fisheries. 

The key strategy points raised over the 
two days will form the strategic plan to 
manage our Victorian wild trout fishery 
and will be published at the Wild Trout 
Conference in Mansfield on Saturday, 
November 23. The strategy will focus 
on “wild” trout, which we describe as 
self-sustaining populations that typically 
occur in the higher reaches of our trout 
streams. The WTFMP was initiated by 
the Victorian State Government following 
concerns from anglers in 2013 - 14 of 
significantly reduced catch rates of 
wild trout from many of Victoria’s most 
productive trout streams. 

President’s Message
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With the collective group involved, we 
should see some good outcomes over the 
next five years in management programs 
we can support to maintain a wild trout 
fishery in alpine regions.   

Our calendar of events is looking busy 
with many options for members to get 
involved in over the next few months:

•	 A couple of vacancies are available 
for the exclusive Millbrook’s day on 
Wednesday, November 20. Ring the 
hotline number if you would like to go.   

•	 Cameron McGregor will present to us 
on cod fly fishing at our meeting on 
November 21. It will be fascinating to 
see what else you can catch on a fly.  

•	 Hughie will be hosting the annual 
Warrnambool trip on November 22 – 
24. 

•	 The Wild Trout conference is on 
Saturday, November 23, in Mansfield. 

•	 We will be hosting Hilary Hutcheson 
and Whitney Milhoan on behalf of 
VFA on Monday, November 25, at the 

Kelvin Club for a special event. They 
will be presenting Turning Fly Fishing 
Passion into Purpose in conjunction with 
local organisation Mending Casts who 
run the Casting for Recovery program. 
This is open to all fly fishing club 
members to come along.  

•	 David Grisold (VFFA past president 
and life member) will be our Christmas 
dinner guest speaker on Thursday, 
December 12.   

Our February Tasmania trip is looking 
good for bookings, so be quick to confirm 
your attendance.  

Kevin has been busy with our new 
merchandise, so there is an array of items 
available to buy for your next fishing 
outing.  

See you at one of our events soon.

A fine 7 lb catch by the president
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Thank-you for your welcome Chris. 
I will start off with a short movie 

showing how we take large numbers 
of fish from Lake King William, which 
has an abundance of small wild brown 
trout, and place them in other lakes. One 
of the strengths of Tasmania is that we 
don't need lots of hatcheries. Instead all 
the popular waters such as Four Springs, 
Brushy Lagoon, Lake Leake, Penstock 
Lagoon and Tooms Lake - places that 
struggle for natural recruitment - are 
stocked with wild brown trout from other 
lakes such as Lake King William. This, 
I think, is one of our strengths. Tassie 
is a tough fishery, and I think we pride 
ourselves on the fact that it's not an easy 
place to catch fish. 

In the last few months we've established 
a new website. It has lots of short videos 
that you can jump on and see. It's very 
intuitive and you can find your way 
around easily. You can buy a fishing 
license on it, it carries current information 
on stocking, and you can see what's 
happening at various lakes in real-time. 
The data will show you exactly where 

fish were put in. All the information is 
there and clearly shown. 

If, for example, you look at Penstock 
Lagoon you can see exactly where the fish 
came from. We put kilo fish into a lake 
over the winter and they are available 
then from the opening of the season. If 
you go into the stocking database you can 
scroll through the pages and see all the 
stocking data there. 

Brown trout are typically very resilient. 
We find that sometimes rainbow trout 
become egg-bound if they can’t spawn, 
but not so with brown trout. We find that 
they are tough and very hardy. Brown 
trout are known to spawn along the lake 
shores. They can also reabsorb the eggs 
back into their body. 

Our success rate with our adult fish 
stockings is very high. From our surveys 
we know what anglers are catching. So 
we know how much pressure is on a lake, 
and hence we can manage it. 

Penstock was once managed as a trophy 
water, but at the moment it's not a trophy 
water. The problem is that Arthurs Lake 
is not performing. As soon as we have 
Arthurs performing again as it should, 
and Lake Sorell going again, then our 
aim will be to return Penstock to a trophy 
water. 

Arthurs Lake and Lake Sorell were the 
major fisheries in Tasmania for a long 
period of time. They were the best lakes 
in Tasmania for about 50 years. But 
Arthurs has struggled for the last 10 years 
and Sorell hasn't been fished because of 
the carp problem. Fortunately Arthurs is 
now starting to come back. The problem 
is that in 2007 Arthurs went down to a 
very low level. Then with the rains in 
2009 it filled and bounced back. Now 
usually when lakes flood they fish well, 

The October Meeting with Chris Wisniewski from Tasmania IFS

Chris Wisniewski at the October meeting
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>>>

but in Arthurs the weed beds collapsed 
and thus the dun hatch collapsed, so 
there was a whole series of unfortunate 
things happening. Arthurs collapsed as 
a fishery as the food supply for the fish, 
which is driven by the weed beds, wasn’t 
there. 

On the back of the 2007 drought the 
size of fish in Arthurs collapsed, partly 
because there was too much spawning 
happening. The average size of fish in 
the spawning runs dropped from 900 
gram to 400 gram, so it was effectively 
overstocked. So we were stocking 
Penstock and several other waters on 
the basis that there were too many 
fish in Arthurs. These systems are 
very complicated and we don't fully 
understand what's happened. 

In the Great Lake we’ve been removing 
brown trout since the 1950s. I think last 
year we took 10,000 brown trout out of 
this lake. When I first started with the 
IFS in 1989 we took about 19,000 out 
each year. This is because the rainbow 
trout population in the Great Lake has 

collapsed. In the 1940s the rainbow trout 
fishery dominated the Great Lake, but 
we’re now trying to just get the rainbow 
trout fishery to hold on. Rainbow trout 
are now just 10% of the catch of anglers.

The reason why brown trout are very 
strong in Tasmania, and in mainland 
Australia, is because they spawn in April, 
May and June, and hatch out after the 
winter rains when the creeks are still 
running. But the rainbows spawn in 
September and October and the creeks 
then dry up. So it seems that Australia is 
built for brown trout. 

We are trying to make rainbows more 
available for anglers in the Great Lake 
because we know that even though they 
are only 10% of the population of the lake 
they are more easily caught. So there is 
a catch factor and a fun factor – trolling 
or fly fishing or shark fishing - whatever 
it may be. They are out there and are 
available and are totally wild.  

We have spawning beds in the Liawenee 
canal that we put the rainbow trout in 
which are kept separate from the brown 

Chris had an attentive audience – members were keen to get the good oil on the current Tasmanian 
fishing
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trout. This is the same stuff that Rob 
Sloane was doing back years ago. Be 
assured the Great Lake has more trout 
dying of old age than people are catching. 

The Lake King William trout only came 
online in 2016 and these have provided a 
really big resource for us. We could access 
all these fish of about 300 - 400 gram, 
and at that size they are much easier to 
transport. But we select carefully which 
fish we put where. It’s no good putting a 
300 gram fish in Penstock because that is 
defeating the purpose. But we can put a 1 
kg trout in Penstock and have it available 
for anglers when the season opens, as a 1 
kg fish is a reasonable fish to catch. 

We are trying to do the best we can for 
anglers. After all, many of us at the IFS 
are keen anglers too, so we also want 
good fishing.

Referring back to Penstock again, we are 
hoping that both Arthurs and Sorell will 
be back and performing well again soon. 
These will then take the bulk of anglers, 
so the stocking rates at Penstock can be 
reduced. Anglers won’t go to Penstock 
for easy fish then. Fewer anglers will go 
there and mainly to catch trophy fish.
At the moment we are trying to balance 
it out over the whole fishery and we 
understand that the current situation is 
not optimal.

Among lots of other valuable information 
you will find on our website are the 
fisheries performance figures that provide 
the basis for our stocking. We do surveys 
of lakes to see what the catch numbers are 
like and what the condition is of the fish 
being caught. We also do postal surveys 
of anglers every year to see what they're 
catching, and all those reports are there 
on the website. And all that information 
is available to you.

Camden Dam is a new fishery in the 
north-east of Tasmania. It was a lovely 

little creek but it's now part of an 
irrigation scheme. It's filling up and we 
expect it to be a quite solid little fishery 
in the north-east of Tasmania soon. So if 
you are in Tasmania in the next couple 
of years this dam will have more than 
enough natural recruitment. It is also 
close to Launceston, being just a 35 to 
40 minute drive, and it should fish very 
well.

You will all be aware that Tasmania 
is hosting the World Fly Fishing 
championships in early December. So if 
you're going to Tasmania be aware that 
Woods Lake, Penstock Lagoon and Little 
Pine Lagoon are all closed for five days, 
along with the Meander and Mersey 
rivers. What we're trying to do is take a 
bit of pressure off these lakes and rivers 
before the event. 

Only about a third of these two rivers 
will be closed, and these sections will be 
closed for two weeks to enable the best 
anglers in the world to have the best 
experience they possibly can. I think 
we'll find that most of these champions 
will be blown away. The Australian 
team that was practising on Little Pine 
Lagoon in September were catching 30 
fish each session up to 2½ kg. Little Pine 
is going to be cracking at the time of the 
championships.

Let's talk about the carp program and 
Lake Sorell. I have been involved with 
the carp management program since 
2005 when it started. Be assured we 
want Sorell open again. Back in 1995 we 

A recent photograph of a magnificent Lake Sorell 
trout
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had 28,000 licensed anglers, and 11,000 
of these anglers fished Sorell at some 
time during the season. It was obviously 
extremely popular. We want it back, but 
are not prepared to give it back until the 
job is done and all the carp are removed. 

We are very close now and we know we 
can do it. We know that we eradicated 
carp from Lake Crescent. There hasn’t 
been any carp in Lake Crescent since 
2007. There is nowhere else in the world 
where carp have been eradicated from a 
lake of that size by physical removal. 

Yes, in other places they have drained 
lakes or poisoned them and in the process 
wiped out the whole ecosystem, but we 
wanted to do this in a sound and secure 
way and we've been at it for a long period 
of time. We’ve been relentless and are 
now very close. We estimate that there are 
now about 20 carp left as a maximum. 

The graph here shows the numbers. At 
any given time we have 20 km of gill net 
out in the lake and we have fish traps on 
all the prime locations. We know where 
they go to breed and have been able to 
block their spawning for the last 10 years. 
The problem with Lake Sorell is that it is 
large - 54 km² in size. 

Last year we estimated that there were 
just 50 carp left and we caught 39 of 
them, so we are very close to removing 
them all and hence getting Lake Sorell 
back. It doesn't matter that we are killing 
thousands of trout in our gill nets at 

present because their numbers bounce 
back every year. There is no stocking – it's 
all from natural recruitment. Lake Sorell 
will bounce back very quickly as long as 
it rains. 

We are sacrificing Lake Crescent at 
present because we need high water 
in Sorell to bring the carp in. A current 
problem is that the Tasmanian eastern 
plateau is in a severe drought, and 
Sorell and Crescent are part of that. We 
could dump water from Sorell into Lake 
Crescent but in fact made a conscious 
decision – to keep Sorell as high as we 
possibly can to remove those last 20 carp.

So we made some tough decisions which 
are best for the fishery in the long term. 
We are currently using 14 km of barrier 
net around the wetlands of Sorell and 
these are all around the prime spawning 
grounds in an effort to catch these last 
few carp. 

One problem we have with Sorell that 
makes it different from Lake Crescent is 
that at the back end of the Lake Crescent 
eradication program in 2007 we were 
chasing the biggest and fattest carp. We 
were using radio tracking and following 
them around and selectively fishing 
for them with electro-fishing gear and 
putting nets around them and catching 
them and thus catching all size classes. 

But what we’ve got left now in Lake 
Sorell are carp of only about 600 gram. 
And they are probably infertile but we 
can't afford to take our foot off the pedal. 
These last 20 carp are struggling for size, 
but if one of them spawns we are back 
where we started. 

If we open Lake Sorell to fishing the 
fishery there will bounce back very 
quickly. The water in the wetlands is 
crystal clear and the lake is in good 
condition for fishing. However water 
in the main part of the lake is still >>>
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suffering from high turbidity. We need 
rain as irrigators are taking water and we 
are also losing water from evaporation. 
We need to head into spring with a good 
water level. Lake Sorell trout are large 
and typically full of galaxiids. They are 
fat and generally in very good condition.

I talked earlier about fishery 
performances, and some of these might 
seem a little bit random. But the reason 
why we are picking places like Blackmans 
Lagoon is because they take a lot of the 
trout that we take out of the spawning 
creeks in the Highlands. If we can get 
to a point where we understand these 
fisheries better than we may not need to 
use so many of our adult trout from the 
Highlands to stock these waters. But until 
we get to that point we need to know the 
numbers and establish a balance in terms 
of the trout we take from the Highlands. 

At some point Arthurs Lake will again 
provide trout. So we mix and match to 
support our various fisheries. There is a 
lot of work done behind the scenes to try 
to establish how we can best provide the 
best fishing for these individual waters. 

For example the 7,000 trout put in the 
Brady's chain of lakes all came from Lake 
King William. 

We are doing an intensive survey at the 
moment on the trout in the Brady’s chain 
of lakes. The numbers in the wild trout 
transfers represent some of this analysis 
and balance as we try to maximise the 
fishing in these various lakes. 

Four Springs is very popular and gets 
a lot of pressure, so it gets a lot of fish. 
Anglers took about 1,500 fish out of Four 
Springs in the first week of the season. 

It is interesting to note that Sorell has 
got only about 50 metres of suitable 
spawning water, yet this provides so 
many fish that it gives us a nightmare at 
the beginning of each season when we try 
to net the carp. We end up pulling trout 
out of the net one after another. In other 
words, you don't need much spawning 
water. Another great example of this is 
Woods Lake. People are saying that the 
fish in Woods Lake are too small, yet 
this lake has never been stocked, and the 
spawning creek for Woods Lake is also 
really short

In terms of angler access to rivers, in 2014 
we had 200 km of river that previously 
didn't have public access but which was 
then opened up to public access following 
license agreements with the landowners. 
That number has now been increased 
to 350 km. The South Esk has now been 
completed, and you can also download 
brochures on where you can go on the 
Meander and Derwent rivers. 

Talbots Lagoon is a waterway originally 
owned by the pulp mill at Burnie. It was 
limited to exclusive access, but we have 
now negotiated access for the general 
public and you can go in and enjoy some 
truly great fishing, especially in October 
and November with good polaroiding 
and fabulous dun hatches.

The Derwent River is an underutilised 
fishery. But there is lots more access now. 

The upper reaches of the Derwent River provide 
some magnificent fly fishing water
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It has good sea trout runs and is a great 
fishery for people in the Hobart area. 

The South Esk has a range of waters. The 
lowlands area is great mayfly country, 
being the stuff David Scholes wrote about 
in his books, and in the headwaters there 
is great fishing too. It is the longest river 
in Tasmania with lots of opportunities for 
those who like fishing rivers.

The Meander River extension has given 
an extra 3.5 km of river between Meander 
Dam and Jackeys Creek. There was no 
access to the upper reaches which is a 
classic tail water fishery, but this is now a 
prime fishery because we have developed 
5.5 km of walking tracks to the river, 
making it so much more accessible. 

Those fisheries performance assessments 
that we carry out are easy to do with the 
smaller waters, such as Bronte Lagoon 
or Blackmans Lagoon. We set some box 
traps that the fish swim into and pull 
them out the next morning, then measure 
and release them, and from our data can 
work out the catch per unit effort. From 
the number of nets we put in and from 
how many fish are caught and from how 
many hectares of lake area there are we 
get a feel for the estimated number of 
fish in the lake. So we can estimate that 
Blackman's Lagoon, for example, has 
somewhere between 4,000 and 6,000 
fish. Then we start looking at things like 
condition factors. If the condition factor 
is really poor why would we put more 
fish in?

We found, for example, that the 
Brady's chain of lakes was really 
underperforming. There are three lakes 
there, right on the highway with shacks 
all around them, and they are very 
popular, but all of a sudden they are 
underperforming. The problem we have 
there is that we might put fish in and 
these fish might then not do very well, so 

you have to weigh up why. And there are 
some things you can't fix.

The only time we consider stocking 
our rivers is if there's been a drastic 
environmental impact that is measurable. 
Typically if a river is struggling through 
low numbers of fish or low productivity 
there will be some other factor causing 
it. It's environmental. So just putting fish 
in isn't the answer. You put a 2 lb fish 
from the Great Lake into a river that is 
struggling and is degraded and the fish 
goes slabby and is no use to anyone.

There are a lot of environmental impacts 
on rivers, particularly from agriculture. 
So if you can get to places where there 
is less agriculture, the upper Meander 
for example, you will usually find better 
fishing. I reflect on what David Scholes 
wrote about in the 1950s and 1960s, but 
there's no way we can compare those 
conditions with the situation now. There 
is, of course, still some great fishing in 
Tasmania, but you just have to seek it out.

From IFS files – a typical Derwent trout
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Dinner with Hilary Hutcheson

With the support of the Victorian 
Fisheries Authority we are 

delighted to host Hilary Hutcheson and 
her sister Whitney Molhoan for a special 
event on Monday, November 25, at 6:30 
pm for dinner at the Kelvin Club.  

The sisters were Glacier, Montana, white-
water and fishing guides by the time they 
were 15. The two have long collaborated 
as siblings and guides, and they are also 
the founders of Casting for Recovery 
(CfR). Whitney is executive director of 
the organisation and Hilary is a volunteer 
instructor. 

Hilary Hutcheson
Hilary started her fly fishing career as a 
teenage guide in West Glacier, Montana. 
She guided through college, then took her 
journalism degree to Portland, Oregon, 
where she worked as a television news 
anchor and reporter. She eventually 
returned to Montana to co-own and 

operate Outside Media and Trout TV 
for nearly a decade. Today, she's still 
guiding on the Flathead River and the 
Middle Fork of the Salmon River, and 
owns and runs a fly shop called Lary's 
Fly & Supply in her hometown of 
Columbia Falls, Montana. She volunteers 
as a fly fishing instructor for Casting 
for Recovery, serves as a national board 
member of Backcountry Hunters and 
Anglers, is a climate activist with Protect 
Our Winters and is a contributing editor 
for Fly Fisherman Magazine. She is an 
ambassador for YETI, Orvis, Costa, 
Patagonia and Scientific Anglers. She 
loves hanging out with her three-legged 
yellow lab, two teenage daughters Ella 
and Delaney, and her partner, Ebon, 
especially when they volunteer on the 
oars.

Whitney Milhoan
Raised on the doorstep of Glacier 
National Park, Whitney Milhoan 

Hilary Hutcheson (left) & Whitney Molhoan
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developed a passion for the outdoors 
early in life. She spent nearly a decade 
as a fly fishing guide and white-water 
rafting guide on Glacier’s Flathead River 
system, working her way through a 
degree in Sociology from the University 
of Montana. Whitney went on to co-
own and operate a successful land title 
company in rural Western Montana 
before beginning her non-profit career 
in 2007. For the past decade, Whitney 
has worked exclusively with non-profit 
organizations utilizing the outdoors 
to promote physical and emotional 
healing. She has been published in the 
peer-reviewed Journal of Psychosocial 
Oncology on the topic of outdoor therapy 
for young adults with cancer.

So, come along and hear how Hilary 
and Whitney help cancer survivors 
find friendship and the healing therapy 
of fly fishing on the water, along with 
recognising all the benefits of spending 
time in the great outdoors with people 
you love. 

We’ll also be joined by the Mending 
Casts Inc team, who run the Casting for 
Recovery programs in Victoria. Hear from 
John Billing and Joanne Dobson on the 
events they run and when they are run.

Their program offers opportunities for 
women to find inspiration, renew their 
energy for life, and experience the healing 
gained from networking with others 
and reconnecting with nature. They 
support breast cancer survivors of all 
ages, in all stages of recovery, at no cost to 
participants.

They also provide participants with post-
retreat referrals to their nearest fly fishing 
club so they can continue to enjoy fly 
fishing into the future. 

This will be a great opportunity for all fly 
fishing clubs to come and hear how we 
can support this wonderful program. 

When: 	 Monday, November 25

Where: 	 Kelvin Club, 14-30 Melbourne 
Place, Melbourne

Time: 	 6:30 m for a 7:00 pm dinner 

Cost: 	 $60 per person – all profits 
from the evening to be donated 
to Mending Casts – CfR Vic 
program. 

Bookings: VFFA members can phone the 
hotline to book a seat (phone 
0498 254 497

Tom Sutcliffe
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Christmas Dinner – with David Grisold

Our guest speaker this year is a very 
popular VFFA member. David 

(Choco) Grisold joined the VFFA in 
1998, and since joining has been heavily 
involved in so much that is integral to the 
Association. 

He served on the council for many years, 
was president in the period 2005 to 2008, 
was secretary for more years, and was 
elected a very worthy Life Member in 
2012. 

Throughout his term as president and in 
the years since he has continued to make 
significant contributions to the progress 
and development of the Association. 
Casting with Cane days, streamcraft 
lessons, pursuing and maintaining strong 
relationships with our many commercial 

sponsors, organising dinners and trips 
and auctions and speakers and countless 
other events, ... the list is very long.  

Choco has also been an active and skilled 
fly fisher over these many years. He has 
fished streams and lakes in Victoria, 
NSW, Tasmania and New Zealand. 

He also has a very lively sense of humour 
and a vast repertoire of wonderful tales 
to tell. This year’s Christmas Dinner will 
be a very special event – one not to be 
missed.

Mark it in your diary – Thursday, 
December 12, 6:30 for 7:00 pm.

David Grisold is a fine angler

This year’s Christmas Dinner is on Thursday, December 12, at the Kelvin Club. An 
invitation to this important event is included as an insert in this newsletter.
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From the
EDITOR’S DESK

“What do you want to do this afternoon, old man?” he asked. “Fish,” I said. “But you can’t always 
fish,” he said. I told him I could and have proved it for thirty years and more. “Well, well,” he said, 
“please yourself. But isn’t it dull not catching anything?” And I said to him, as I’ve said a thousand 
times since, “As if that could ever be.” (Roland Pertwee: The River God, 1928)
“If a new man is particularly attentive he can learn to fly fish in a half-hour. But then he will go on 
learning as long as he fishes for trout.” (Arthur MacDougall Jr: The Trout Fisherman’s Bedside 
Book, 1963)
“There is only one theory about angling in which I have perfect confidence, and this is that the two 
words least appropriate to any statement about it are the words ‘always’ and ‘never’. 		
(Lord Grey of Fallodon: Fly Fishing, 1899)
“I am a Brother of the Angle, ...”  (Izaak Walton: The Compleat Angler, 1653)

Us brothers (and sisters) of the angle 
are certainly members of a broad 

church. Fly fishing now embraces an 
extensive and expanding assortment of 
styles and strategies.

But before I get to that issue I must 
mention a couple of quite controversial 
ones. Later in this newsletter there 
is more information on the Malbena 
Development – the proposal to establish 
a luxury camp with helicopter access 
on Halls Island on Lake Malbena. It 
would seem that this is now a step closer 
to happening. Undoubtedly there are 
many VFFA members, especially those 
who love fishing Tasmania, who find the 
prospect of first one, and then potentially 
more, areas of the magnificent Tassie 
Highlands becoming privately owned 
and thus no longer accessible to anglers 
as something to be deplored. But I'm 
also aware that there are others who 
strongly support the Malbena proposal. 
Regardless, our members should be 
aware of what is happening – thus the 
inclusion of this report, including a 
letter from Greg French, well-known 
Tasmanian guide and writer. 

Another hot issue – this one from New 
Zealand. Hubert Reichelt phoned me 
recently because he had heard that an 
enterprising operator is planning to 
start a commercial rafting operation 
on the Mataura River. Apparently the 
rafts will traverse the Mataura River 
from Nokomai at the north to the lower 
reaches, near Wyndham. Three separate 
excursions are proposed from the Gore 
District base, two of these to go out 
several times a day on two to five days 
per week, with the other aimed at half-
day trips for tourists. The three rafts will 
carry six clients and one guide each and 
would assemble at the Mataura carpark 
and launch from various points, such as 
the Otamita and Monaghans beaches, 
with various camps and exit points 
proposed along the river.

Needless to say Hubert, and the many 
other members who fish the Mataura, 
find this all quite disturbing. A number 
of us have already signed the petition 
opposing this proposal. It can be 
found at https://www.change.org/p/
southland-district-council-stop-intensive-

>>>



16 VFFA NOVEMBER 2019

commercial-rafting-on-the-mataura-
waikaia-and-oreti-rivers. 

Now back to ‘the extensive and 
expanding assortment of fly fishing 
techniques and strategies’. Many years 
ago, when I was living in Warrnambool, 
my first attempts at casting a fly involved 
tossing a Red Tag (what other fly would 
a total novice choose) out in front of trout 
stocked in the Hopkins River out near 
Allansford. But it wasn’t long before I 
discovered that bigger and better fish 
could be caught in the Merri River that 
flowed right through town. However, 
these discriminating and cunning devils 
ignored my Red Tags up on the surface, 
but weren’t so clever when a green 
Matuka got dragged past their noses on a 
sinking line. 

As the years passed I gathered 
information on other trout-catching 
strategies - polaroiding, fishing nymphs, 
fishing stillwaters, fishing Tasmania, 
fishing New Zealand, plonking hopper 
patterns down in the summer months, 
fishing the evening rise... 

In recent years French Leader and its 
variations have captured my interest 
(along with too much of my spare cash). 
Then came micro-spey or trout spey - 
casting big wets on light two-handed 
rods; not necessarily more productive, 
but certainly a heap of fun.

But one style I knew little about and even 
less interest was the Japanese method 
known as Tenkara. Then I came across 
a fascinating chapter in Tom Sutcliffe’s 
recent book. So for those of our readers 
who share my lack of knowledge of 
Tenkara, here is a neat description and 
assessment of the technique. A slightly 
edited account of Tom’s account is as 
follows:

“We had two objectives this day, outside 
of just wanting to catch a heap of trout. 
The first was to take a few underwater 
photographs of fish, and the other was 
to try out the Tenkara kit I had brought 
along. Tenkara is the application of an 
ancient Japanese style of fly fishing, 
with the emphasis on simplicity and 
minimalism. Nowadays it’s used not only 
as a smart method to fish, but I suspect 
also to revive or revere, or both, a branch 
of angling with deep roots. 

Tenkara is ultra-minimalist, but its 
benefits derive more from its convergence 
with the poetic than with the practical. 
At least that’s what I tell myself. It has 
serious limitations, but it also offers 
interesting new horizons. 

For example, there is no reel. You 
attach the twelve foot braided line to a 
permanent loop built into the tip of the 
fly rod. The rods are telescopic, extending 
out to anything from ten to fourteen feet, 
depending on the model. They are mainly 
graphite and very light. 

You attach the leader to the end of the 
braided line as in regular fly fishing, 
add a tippet and a fly, and you’re ready 
to go. The cast is an easy figure-of-eight 
sweep, like a roll cast at times, at others 
like a conventional cast, but always 
dead simple, and you can get amazingly 
accurate. Casting distance is limited, so 
you have to fish close in whether you like 
it or not - something most experienced fly 
anglers have preached for the past forty 
years anyway.

The long rods offer amazing leverage, 
enough to ‘walk’ a fly through runs or to 
drift it close along those dark, cave-like 
recesses under banks, or to play the fly 
on its toes in the twisting twirls of current 
that hold around jutting boulders or at 
the foot of falls. The fly is carried only 
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by the leader, and sometimes just by the 
tippet. At first it all feels a little strange, 
but later when you work it out, you can 
land a fly on a sixpence, hook trout under 
your nose, and it starts to make its own 
sort of perfect sense.

We began the day with nothing more 
vital to decide than what fly to add to 
the Tenkara outfit, settling on one of 
the Mirage CDC patterns I tied. It was 
enlightening. The flow on the Birnham 
was perfect, and the first three casts 
produced solid rises that we missed 
because we struck too soon. When we 
measured the strike we landed eight 
small trout from one run and missed 
two others, many fish taking the fly right 
under the tip of the rod not more than 
four feet from us.

And so it went all the way up to the top 
end of the beat. We’d fished less than 
a kilometre of water and had taken a 
heap of trout, I guess between forty and 
fifty - best not described in numbers but 
simply as non-stop action. Typically, 
the trout took close in, and if you sat 
down to analyse what we were doing 
with the Tenkara rod that was different, 
it probably came down to fishing very 
close, almost totally drag-free, covering 
more water in every run and pocket 
than we would have with a conventional 
fly rod. And there’s a general lesson in 
this. Most of us tend to rush up streams 
instead of slowly combing through every 
part of a run, probing every inch of water 
with the fastidious care of a forensic 
auditor. 

At the poplars we would normally have 
carried on fishing upstream until the river 
meets the road, where we can climb out 
easily and walk back to the truck. This 
day, on a whim, we decided to fish back 
downstream over the water in which we 
had just hooked a heap of trout, and we 

took at least another half-dozen we had 
somehow missed on the way up. Tony 
muttered something about starting a new 
article of faith that would go along the 
lines of: "You don't just walk back, you 
fish back!"

We tried nymphs as well, but they 
somehow didn't add much to the catch 
rate or the poetry, and little to the 
fun of drifting a bobbing dry fly on a 
downstream current a few feet from you. 
It's as deadly a way to fish close in as any 
other, and I wondered why we didn't do 
more of it ...” 

“I should wrap up this chapter with a few 
more observations on Tenkara, as long as 
you understand I’m hardly an expert on 
the subject. The occasional flirtations with 
Tenkara that Tony and I enjoyed on this 
trip would hardly qualify us as more than 
mildly experienced, and certainly not true 
disciples; maybe enthusiastic dabblers is 
how you could best describe us. 

But we were both in agreement that 
Tenkara fly fishing, at least as we 
experienced it, is fun and mighty 
effective, perhaps even an easy way to 
catch trout in small, fast-flowing streams, 
which, as it happens, is also where our 
brief experience with Tenkara began and 
ended at the time — that is, on small, fast-
flowing mountain streams. 

Since then Tony has carried on with 
Tenkara, in a roundabout sort of way, 
and I’ve occasionally lapsed into using 
Tenkara on Western Cape streams, 
but without the regularity needed to 
pronounce on its virtues and limitations 
with any real authority. The question is, 
why not more dedication than that?

One of the likely reasons is that Tenkara 
fishing has limitations, and the other 
is that I enjoy casting fly lines on 
conventional fly rods. There’s a >>>
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challenge in it that, in a way, touches 
on one of the most pivotal aspects of 
the sport of fly fishing — casting a 
virtually weightless fly and fly line with 
enough accuracy to qualify as a decent 
presentation. 

Tenkara does that to an extent, but 
differently. The casting stroke is limited, 
which means easier casting with less 
room for error. The rods are long, 
allowing you to place the fly as much 
as cast it. And while this is productive, 
and there's no doubt it is, the cast is 
infinitively less challenging.

Getting distance is sometimes a problem 
in that you are limited to the length of 
braided line, leader and tippet off the end 
of the rod. But if you want to cast long 
distances, you’re missing the close-up 
and minimalist intention of Tenkara. 

Finally, there is no reel. I don’t need to 
tell you there will be times that you won’t 
easily check a long run from a strong fish. 

Certainly you will not have a fish run into 
the backing, because there is none. 

I touched on the advantages of Tenkara 
at the beginning of this chapter: dainty 
drifts, less drag, less mending, easier 
casting and, above all, a certain poetry 
that you can only reliably describe once 
you’ve been behind a Tenkara fly rod, 
especially on a small, well-stocked, 
quick-flowing and averagely tricky trout 
stream.”

So there you go. Many thanks Tom – we 
are now much better informed about 
Tenkara. I can think of a few local spots 
where it might work. What a tragedy 
the Little Steavenson has been so 
outrageously ruined by someone’s idea of 
‘development’.

Best wishes,

Lyndon

Again – Thank-you to our Sponsors

Again this month we would 
acknowledge our debt to some very 

generous sponsors, whose donations each 
year are absolutely invaluable. These 
include: 

AFN Fishing & Outdoors, Armadale 
Angling, Aussie Angler, Australian 
Trout Foundation, Compleat Angler 
(CBD), Essential Flyfisher, The Flyfisher 
Melbourne, Fly Finz Fishing Tackle & 
Books, FlyLife magazine, 	 Hook Up 
Bait & Tackle, Hurley’s Fly Fishing, J.M. 
Gillies, Mayfly Tackle, Millbrook Lakes 
and Victorian Fisheries Authority.

Tom Sutcliffe
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World Fly Fishing Championship 2019
The World Fly Fishing Championship 
2019 is happening in Tasmania this year, 
between November 30 and December 7. 
This event will provide a very helpful 
world focus on the Tasmanian trout 
fishery. Glenn Eggleton, International 
Organiser, writes: 

“On behalf of Fly Fish Australia Inc 
and the Organising Committee for the 
39th FIPS-Mouche World Fly Fishing 
Championship I invite you to travel 
to Tasmania to participate in the 
championship. Tasmania provides a 
wonderful opportunity to fish for wild 
trout in a spectacularly beautiful pristine 
environment.

With the concurrence of FIPS-Mouche the 
competition will be held over five days, 
one session per day. This will enable 
sessions to be staged at the optimal 
fishing time for each day (e.g. to coincide 
with anticipated Mayfly hatches) and will 
enable a more relaxed program.

The angling community of Australia 
is looking forward to the event and 
is willing to assist teams in their 
preparation and practice. We want the 
championship to be conducted in the 
friendliest atmosphere possible. Come 
early and enjoy the rugged beauty of 
Tasmania, its unique wildlife, its natural 
fishery and Australia’s relaxed way of 
life.

(The flyer shown here was provided by 
the Tasmania Inland Fisheries Service.)

Some Notices ...

A Message from our Treasurer:
Treasurer Tony Mitchem has received a deposit into Macquarie and he's not sure to 
whom it applies. The details are – Date 4/9/19, payer Andrea Davey, for $115. Would 
the person who gave this information please contact Tony and let him know whose 
annual subscription is being paid.
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This year’s LVFF Dam Day was a 
fabulous day with great fun had by 

all. My day started with a stop by to pick 
up Julian Newton-Brown, and that’s 
when the fun started, with the sun rising 
over the hills and Julian citing some 
fishing poetry on the way to Thorpdale. 
At a coffee stop on the way we ran into 
Barney, who had the same destination in 
mind.     

The LVFF members who welcomed us 
included Richard "Doggie" Rowlands, 
James Hearne, Kim Jacobs, Michael 
Morgan, Gary Ellis, Murray Jones, Steve 
Patterson, Frank Jones, Tom Cameron 
and David Wakefield. The VFFA was 
well supported with Bill Thomas, Julian 
Newton-Brown, Barney Stevens, David 
Hooke, Jon Kenfield and Chris Gray. It 
was great to see that most are members of 
both associations.

Upon arrival at Thorpdale the LVFF 
guiding services were quickly divided 
amongst the group and we were 
all heading in different directions. 
Expectations were high, with the sun 
warming the rolling Thorpdale valleys 
and the likelihood of seeing some 
marauding trout cruising the edges of the 
dam. We were also conscious that a few 
snakes might entertain the thought of a 
frog in the grass or some sunbaking in 
the sun.  

Dave Wakefield was keen to show us his 
local knowledge and suggested we follow 
him to a local dam, where his guiding 
expertise was quick to share a sunbaking 
snake with David Hooke! 

Then he spotted a cruising brown near 
the wall and elegantly placed his fly close 
enough to draw interest from the fish and 
a subsequent take. A short battle ensued. 
It was obvious Dave’s local knowledge 
was critical to our success, and not long 

after I was fortunate to land a lovely 
brown. 

Midday was approaching so we 
reconvened at the BBQ in town for lunch 
and the opportunity to share reports on 
the morning’s efforts. Food was plentiful 
with James Hearne on cooking and 
raffle duties. Hospitality as always was 
impeccable with great food, drink, and 
banter.      

Doggie outlined his adventures. His team 
unfortunately didn't include any VFFA 
members. It was comprised of himself, 
Kim Jacobs (Latrobe Valley club’s first 
female president) and Michael Morgan. 
They ventured several kilometres across 
hills and valleys to reach the Pumphouse 
dam. When they arrived they found the 
wind blowing a hard westerly directly 
down the dam, making casting quite 
difficult. 

After about 30 minutes of casting into the 
wind, Doggie managed to hook the first 
fish - a male rainbow in full spawning 
colours which weighed 3.5 lb in the 
weigh net. Not five minutes later, Michael 
hooked and landed a brown of 3.25 lb. 
While Doggie was taking pics of this 
fish, Kim had walked around to the other 
side of the dam and had also hooked up. 
Doggie made a mad dash around to assist 
and get a pic. They didn’t manage to 
weigh it before releasing it, but estimated 
another 3.5 lb brown. 

After lunch we all made plans to head off 
in different directions and make the most 
of the great day. Dave Wakefield took 
Julian and I to another local dam and we 
went on the lookout for trout cruising 
shallow water. It didn’t take long for a 
brown to show up on his beat, and Dave 
took up the spotter’s position with me 
on the edge of the water behind a clump 
of tussock grass. An overzealous strike 
threw away the opportunity of catching 

Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers’ Dam Day

... Chris Gray
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this beauty, but cruising the edge was a 
lovely 7 lb fish that took a likening to my 
Pheasant Tail nymph. This capped off a 
truly great day!  

We would thank the LVFF for their 
hospitality and another very successful 
dam day. The Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers 
offer a discounted membership rate of 
$90 to VFFA members, and I encourage 
members to take the offer and get down 
there to enjoy the fishing. Note that 
nearly all of the annual subscription 
funds paid to the Latrobe Valley club is 
used to buy fish to stock their dams.

>>>Partnerships - David Hooke connected with a sizeable brown and David Wakefield scrambled down 
to complete the capture

Catch and release being practiced
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Lunchtime at Thorpdale

Fish on!
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VFFA president Chris Gray had a good day – 
another of his catches

A typical Thorpdale brown – these are quality fish

Richard Rowlands, a.k.a. Doggie, knows his local 
Thorpdale waters. He landed this fine rainbow

Michael Morgan from Latrobe Valley with a 
beautifully marked brown

David Wakefield guided Julian Newton-Brown. And 
Julian connected with a solid brown but sadly they 

parted company after a short battle

Kim Jacobs, Latrobe Valley club president, leading 
the way
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Members will be aware that a group 
of Tasmanian developers have put 

together a proposal for a tourism project 
in the Tasmanian World Heritage area. 
This has become a highly contentious 
issue. VFFA member Marianne Wallace 
recently spotted the following article and 
passed it on:  https://www.theguardian.
com/australia-news/2019/oct/22/
ban-on-contentious-tourism-project-
in-tasmanian-world-heritage-area-
overturned?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

This article is well worth a read. It 
reports that the luxury camp proposal 
for remote Halls Island on Lake Malbena 
was approved by the federal and state 
governments but rejected by the Central 
Highlands council in February. But an 
Appeal Tribunal has reversed the council 
decision so this contentious private 
tourism development with helicopter 
access in Tasmanian world heritage 
wilderness is now a step closer to going 
ahead. 

The proposal involves four demountable 
huts being built on Halls Island, which 
would be visited by up to 240 helicopter 
flights per year. The developers say it 
would cater for up to six visitors at a time 
interested in bushwalking, kayaking and 
learning about the area’s cultural history.

This issue is of obvious interest and 
concern to those of us who fish Tasmania. 
There are many members who are 
strongly opposed to the proposal, but 
there are other members who support it. 
So we provide this information mainly 
to keep members aware of what’s 
happening. 

Greg French, well-known Tasmanian 
guide and author of several books and 
innumerable articles on Tasmanian trout 
fishing, has provided the following 
report giving some of the history thus 
far along with Greg’s concerns if the 

proposal is successful. We offer this 
simply to provide our members with one 
perspective on a very divisive issue.

Greg writes: “On Monday, the Resource 
Management and Planning Appeals 
Tribunal (RMPAT) handed down 
a decision which ruled the Central 
Highlands Council (CHC) should 
not have rejected the proponent’s 
Development Application (DA) but 
instead deferred to an earlier Reserve 
Activity Assessment (RAA) undertaken 
by the Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS). 

Despite what you may have heard, a 
final tick of approval for the proposed 
Malbena development is still some way 
off. 

The CHC has 14 days to provide draft 
conditions that it thinks should be placed 
on the development, some of which may 
be problematic for the proponent. The 
proponent and the other parties joined 
to the appeal will then have a further 14 
days to respond to those draft conditions. 
Once the Tribunal has made its final 
determination on the appeal, CHC and 
the other parties have the right to appeal 
any potential legal errors in the decision 
to the Supreme Court. This would be 
expensive and there is a risk that some 
of the findings made by RMPAT that are 
favourable to the community could be 
quashed, though it seems to me that there 
are strong grounds for such an appeal.

Furthermore, the Federal Court is yet to 
hand down its findings on the way the 
Federal EPBC Act process was handled 
for this proposal. In that case, there is the 
potential that the Court could order the 
Federal Minister to remake the decision 
about whether the proposal needs to 
undergo a rigorous assessment under the 
EPBC Act.

For those of us who value national parks 
and other public land as places for ‘The 

The Malbena Development – What’s Happening?
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Benefit and Enjoyment of the People’, 
the most satisfying finding made by 
RMPAT was that it did, in fact, have the 
jurisdiction to hear the case. This finding 
was contrary to the Attorney General’s 
and proponent’s arguments that only the 
PWS, and not the CHC or RMPAT, has 
the power to make planning decisions for 
the World Heritage Area (WHA). 

The most disappointing aspect of the 
RMPAT’s decision was that it took a very 
narrow view on exactly what it, acting 
in the shoes of the CHC, could assess. 
Due to its narrow interpretation of the 
CHC planning scheme, RMPAT did 
not actually evaluate the merits of the 
proposal nor consider any of the public 
submissions on the DA.

Although the CHC and aligned joined 
parties won most of the jurisdictional 
arguments and had called the only 
independent experts to give evidence 
about how damaging the development 
would be to wilderness values, this was 
irrelevant because such assessments were 
deemed the legal responsibility of the 
PWS. 

The Malbena proposal was originally 
solicited by the Hodgman government 
under its Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) program, which encourages 
entrepreneurs to think of ways of 
developing the wilderness. The 10ha 
island at Lake Malbena – in the Walls 
of Jerusalem National Park, formerly 
publicly owned and accessible to anyone 
– was handed over to a private operator 
with no tendering process and no 
competition. 

Experience tells us that people are 
willing to share their favourite places 
with visitors but will protest loudly if 
they feel they are being excluded from 
their favourite places. The Malbena DA 
received approximately 1346 public 
submissions, of which only 3 were in 
favour, and even if it operates at capacity 

it will cater for far fewer people than it 
displaces. 

The proponent has said that his proposal 
has been validated by rigorous scientific 
assessment. What scientific assessment 
deemed it prudent to prevent the public 
from having a say on what happens 
on public land? Which one found it 
okay to gift bits of our WHA to private 
developers without so much as notifying 
the public, let alone consulting with it? 
Which one concluded that governments 
should waive the public’s legal right of 
appeal? Which one interpreted Self-
reliant Recreation Zones to be places 
where people who pay exorbitant 
rates for helicopter trips to luxury 
accommodation are prioritised over 
independent walkers and anglers?

As of next year, all development on 
public land (including all of the Western 
Lakes, all national parks, all of the WHA) 
will be assessed under the Statewide 
Planning Scheme, and solely via the 
RAA process. There are no rules on what 
gets assessed in a RAA, no requirement 
for public submissions and no legal 
avenues for appeal (even if the RAA 
violates rules and provisions set out in 
what are supposed to be legally binding 
management plans, as happened in the 
Malbena case). The PWS has completely 
given up on providing ‘frank and fearless 
advice’ and now just rubber stamps 
whatever the government asks of it. 
And the government itself is hell-bent 
on eroding public ownership of national 
parks and reserves. 

If the Malbena decision stands, the 
government can privatise part or all of 
any national park without notifying the 
public, just as it did with Halls Island.”
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Trout Fishing In Australia Felix

I’ve just returned from a couple days 
fly fishing at Lake Toolondo, probably 

for the last time. My experience there 
was very disheartening. In past years 
members of the Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ 
Club have had some great trips there in 
springtime. We would spend the day 
stalking and sometimes even catching 
trout. In the calm of early morning there 
were gentle rises to midges and caddis. 
Around noon, if it was overcast and there 
was a cool breeze from the south-west, 
the fish were either rising to mayfly 
emergers and duns or chasing mudeyes 
or minnows around the dead trees in the 
lake. In the late afternoon the red or black 
spinners and caddis would move out 
over the lake and the fish would be after 
them.   

A frequent change of flies was often 
required to figure out what they were 
feeding on, to match-the-hatch and get 
fish to take the fly you cast to them. 
As the sun got low we would return to 
our campsite under the big red gums at 
the “Wash Tomorrow” Caravan Park. 
We would circle our chairs around the 
campfire with a drink in hand, and have 
a yarn about our success, or lack of it, in 
catching some fat Toolondo browns and 
rainbows. We would talk, sip, munch 
a handful of chips or nuts or wedge 
of cheese, and watch as Peter Hussey 
harvested a pile of hot coals from the fire 
so Adrian Jacobs could work magic with 
a leg of lamb, some ducks and veggies in 
his camp oven. That may never happen 
again.  

The reason I felt depressed after visiting 
Toolondo this week is NOT that the lake 
is fairly low … again! There was NOT 
even any sign of blue green algae like last 
year. No. I felt sick at heart because of the 

schools of large carp that have taken over. 
The shallows and weed beds are full of 
them: fat carp in schools spawning. Carp 
stirring up the bottom. Carp gorging on 
all the insects and crustaceans that use 
to be part of the food chain producing 
trophy trout. There was not a sign of a 
mayfly; only a few caddis and midges 
when it was calm, and some dragon flies 
and damsels flying low over the water 
when it was breezy mid-day.  

If it weren’t for a few small trout leaping 
at them I would have thought there were 
no trout in the lake at all. After talking 
with several Horsham anglers at the boat 
ramp and Bob, the caravan park owner, 
the consensus was that as a trout and 
redfin fishery its future was bleak. One 
angler suggested a long term solution. 
The lake should be drained and allowed 
to dry out to kill all the carp (with game 
species collateral damage). It would 
take many years for the lake’s ecology 
to recover and for restocking with trout. 
Lake Sorell and Lake Crescent revisited.  

I discussed the possibility that Fisheries 
could try out the carp-specific herpes 
virus, sometimes referred to as 
“Carpageddon”, since I had heard lab 
trials suggested it was safe, effective, 
worked quickly and affected only carp. 

... Jim Blakeslee

Two of Jim Blakeslee’s recent captures from his 
local waters
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But Bob and the local anglers felt that 
Fisheries were afraid to use the virus. 
They didn’t want to release a foreign 
pathogen if there was the slightest chance 
that it might affect native species making 
more problems than the virus would 
solve. So that’s that … for now. 

Back home in Warrnambool I now have 
a greater appreciation for the fishery 
that we have here in the south-west part 
of Victoria that Major Mitchell called 
Australia Felix. We really are lucky 
here. No carp, for starters. In a year 
where large parts of the country are in a 
prolonged drought we have Moyne Shire 
refusing a Million Dollars of drought 
relief money from the federal government 
because we aren’t in drought, suggesting the 
money should be given to someone who 
actually needs it. 

The countryside is green and lush. The 
lakes are full and clear. As I walk along 
our rivers they are flowing, the water 
just beginning to clear from the winter 

runoff and the first hatches of caddis and 
mayflies are tempting the trout to rise to 
the surface.  

Fishing can be good even on those days 
when there is no surface action. If it is 
sunny the water is now clear enough 
to walk along slowly and polaroid fish. 
Some trout are swimming around and 
“working a beat” in the pools. 

Another fine capture by Jim

The Western District rivers are a tad high following recent rains but still fishing well >>>
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A superb 5 lb brown from the Moyne River near Port Fairy

If I stand quietly and wait in one spot I 
can watch the same fish come past again 
and then again. This is a classic situation 
for an ambush. After estimating the 
time taken for the fish to make a circuit, 
I sometimes attach a “shrimp” dropper 
under a dry fly “indicator.” I’ll wait a bit, 
then cast it out into the fish’s beat just 
before I figure the fish is due to return. 
Ideally, the “shrimp” sinks slowly and 
is waiting at the right depth for the fish 
to see as it swims by. Sometimes a fish 
holds on station in one of the runs where 
I might spot it moving slightly up, down 
or from side to side, then open its mouth 
and inhale a tasty insect or crustacean 
before it drifts past. A “shrimp” fly cast 
a metre ahead and a bit to the side of 
the fish, then allowed to dead-drift back 
usually results in a take.   

Why all this talk about shrimp? Simply 
because our local waters are full of small 
freshwater shrimp and frequently make 
up a significant proportion of the stomach 
contents of our trout. Over the years 

I’ve tried a number of “nymphs” and 
crustacean imitations to fool these trout, 
but the Green Bug is the fly that has given 
me the greatest success fishing for these 
sub-surface feeders. I confidently tie it on 
whenever I want to match our shrimp. 
Interestingly, it is a design that started 
off as a caddis emerger but proved to be 
even more effective as a shrimp.   

In case you are one of the VFFA members 
who will be visiting Warrnambool later in 
November, the Green Bug is described on 
pages 105-106 in Rick Keam’s VFFA book 
entitled Time Flies. Don’t have a copy? 
Buy one! Try tying some for yourself 
and have them with you when you fish 
in the south-west. I’m sure you will be 
pleasantly surprised. They are quick and 
easy to make. And if you don’t have any 
luck using them as a shrimp imitation, 
then try fishing them as an emerger 
during a caddis hatch. Cheers, Jim.
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Bernard Out and About Already

During the winter months I hiked into 
the tabletop dams in the Acheron 

valley in snow conditions and set up 
camp in one of the old logging huts. 
Some of the dams had frozen over but 
others at lower altitudes produced some 
beautiful fish. I spent a week in quite 
harsh conditions, but it was worth it with 
some spectacular views and some good 
fishing. 

In the early part of the season I focused 
on the small headwater creeks and these 
produced some extremely good fishing, 
so have not had the chance yet to fish the 
lowland rivers. But these will come into 
their own around the start of November 
with some warmer weather and the start 
of hatches. 

I had the opportunity to venture into 
the high country and fish the creeks 
there with my good friend Jason Platts. 
We spent our time on the creeks which 
run into the larger river systems and 

all produced good fish. This is the time 
to fish these little gems, as some of the 
larger fish from the main rivers are still 
up there. In summer these creeks dry up 
quickly and are then too low for serious 
fishing. 

I am currently camping on the Ovens 
River as I write this. In the last few 
days I've been hiking into the feeder 
streams in and around Germantown and 
Harrietville, and can assure you that this 
area is certainly worth a visit. Tight lines. 
Bernard.

Bernard Holbery and Jason Platts both made a good start to the new season

Some of Bernard’s fly collection

Bernard Holbery knows the streams around Marysville and the Black Spur intimately, 
and as soon as the season opens is checking the levels and the fishing. Here is a recent 
report.

>>>
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Bernard and Jason fish some magnificent high-country streams – our trout live in stunningly beautiful 
Australian bush

Jason making another connection Well–hackled dry flies
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The Lesinger Knot

In the height of the print magazine 
era, the late lamented McGill’s 

Newsagency—opposite the Melbourne 
GPO in Elizabeth St—was the place to go 
for famous or obscure titles from all over 
the world, including the American and 
English fly fishing magazines. McGill’s 
also sometimes stocked fishing books that 
seemed to be overlooked by specialist fly 
shops, and in the early 1980s I bought Art 
Lee’s Fishing Dry Flies for Trout on Rivers 
and Streams.

Art Lee was well-known to readers of Fly 
Fisherman, then the dominant publication 
of its kind, for which he was North-East 
Field Editor. He lived in a tiny cottage 
on Willowemoc Creek in the Catskills. 
Although he fished internationally, he 
spent most of his angling time within 
a fairly small radius from home, on 
some of the hardest-flogged waters 
in the US. He did not share the then-
dominant American obsession with ‘exact 
imitation’. He quoted his great friend Ed 
Van Put’s comment that: “If you want to 
say trout are selective, okay, say they’re 
selective about presentation. But about fly 
pattern, no way.”

I was amused/bemused by his recipes 
for hand-knotted leaders. Penultimate 
segments as short as one inch? Get a life! 
But the book also contained a lot of good, 
hard-won practical advice that applies 
the world over, and one of the best tips 
concerned the knot between fly and 
tippet.

Out of long habit, the vast majority of 
anglers use a half-blood knot, in America 
called a ‘clinch knot’. It is simple and 
relatively strong, but it sometimes slips 
position a little on the hook eye. By 
changing the angle of tippet to hook this 

affects the angle at which the fly hits 
the water, and its resulting posture and 
presentation. 

With small dry flies the effect can be quite 
severe, but we mostly don’t even realise 
this. It normally happens at least 10 
metres away, and in any case our eyes are 
not down at the level of the water surface. 
But having once laboured to photograph 
dry flies as they actually landed when 
cast into a clear water-filled tank, I am 
sure it’s more common than we might 
think.

On Scotland’s Tweed River in the 1970s, 
a veteran ghillie by the name of Gordon 
Lesinger introduced Art Lee to a knot 
that completely eliminates this problem. 
For lack of another name, Art called it 
the ‘Tweed Clinch’, though I think of 
it simply as the Lesinger Knot. It’s just 
a simple variation of the half-blood 
knot, but it ensures that the tippet stays 
perfectly in line with the hook shank at 
all times, regardless of whether the hook 
has a turned-down or turned-up eye. 

It is also very strong. It’s a mystery that it 
hasn’t become better-known - even on the 
Web it receives just one solitary reference, 
by Irish guide Paddy McDonnell (http://
www.paddymcdonnell.ie/tag/clinch/). 
Paddy’s photos, using a fluorescent 
orange tippet substitute, are pretty much 
self-explanatory. Words can be tricky 
when trying to explain a knot sequence, 
but this description may also be useful:

1.	 For ease of tying, assuming that 
the fly hook has a turned-down eye, hold 
the fly with the hook bend and the hook 
eye facing upwards. Pass the end of the 
tippet up through the eye and towards 
you, then take it forward and pass it 
under the standing part of the tippet. 

... from Rick Keam
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2.	 Take the end of the tippet back 
behind the hook eye and, on the far side 
of the hook, push it downward through 
the eye. This forms a collar or cradle of 
monofilament between the head of the fly 
and the eye of the hook, as in the old-
fashioned Turle knot.

3.	 Now proceed to form a clinch 
knot (half-blood knot) ahead of the fly. 
Lesinger and Lee used five turns and 
wetted them before tightening, ideally 
aiming to draw this part of the knot right 
into the hook eye.

As Art Lee observed, it is ‘yet another 
example of the virtues of Scottish thrift 
… it covers the important bases with 
minimum hassle, kind of like a kilt’!

These superb pictures of the tying 
procedure are from Art Lee’s book Fishing 
Dry Flies for Trout on Rivers and Streams 
(Atheneum, New York, 1982), and are 
used with permission from Simon and 
Schuster, Australia. An excellent series 
of photos can also be seen by looking up 
www.paddymcdonnell.ie/tag/clinch
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Rick Keam came up with this suggestion a few weeks ago when I was looking for 
a candidate for our Fly of the Month. As Rick said, how about the all-but-forgotten 
wet Black Beetle? It used to be one of the great stand-bys, but for some reason 
unrelated to its effectiveness, has fallen into disuse. It is also dead-easy to tie. 
David Scholes, Fred Stewart, and Dick Wigram are just three who wrote about the 
effectiveness of this pattern. In terms of fishing it, Rick’s advice is to cast it ahead of 
cruising fish or search the margins of lakes and streams. Very effective when fished 
like a nymph on a leader greased to within a few inches of the fly. But watch closely 
for any movement of the leader.

Materials:
Hook: 	 #14 wide gape dry fly (although a wet fly, it performs best if it doesn't 

sink too fast).

Thread: 	 Black 6/0.

Body:	 Black wool built up slightly to the shape of a small beetle, or black 
chenille. 

Back:	 Narrow strip from crow wing or other black feather.

Hackle: 	 After the strip of crow wing is brought forward over the body, wind three 
or four turns of short black hen hackle (Reg Lyne) or more often, brown 
hen hackle (Dick Wigram).

FLY OF THE MONTH
The Black Beetle – from Rick Keam
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Tying Procedure:

1.	 Put the hook in the vice and run a line of black thread along the shank from just 
behind the eye to just before the bend.

2.	 Select a suitable strip of black fibres on a black crow feather. The strip should 
be about 3 millimetres wide. Before cutting it from the quill (shaft or rachis) it is 
helpful to give it a thin coating of something like Softex Fly Tying Cement, a soft 
gooey liquid that holds the fibres together and stops them from splitting when you 
tie them in.

3.	 Take the black crow feather strip and lay it along the top of the shank. Tie it in by 
running the tying thread along the strip towards the eye then back again to the 
bend. 

4.	 Tie in a short length of black wool and then wind the thread back along the shank 
toward the eye to a point a couple of millimetres behind the eye (thus leaving room 
behind the eye for the hackle to be tied in). 

5.	 Wind the black wool back and forth along the shank to build up a reasonably 
rotund beetle body. When you’ve built up the body sufficiently tie off the wool.     

6.	 Lift the black crow fibres up and lay them carefully over the body to form a flat 
wing case. Tie the fibres in with the thread then cut and remove the waste.  

7.	 Tie a small soft hen hackle feather (black or dark brown) in behind the eye (by the 
tip), then carefully wind two turns of hackle. Tie the feather in with the thread, then 
cut away the waste.

8.	 Take a few turns of thread behind the eye to build up a small head and force the 
hackle  feathers to lie sloping backwards a little. 

9.	 Complete the fly with a couple of half hitches or a whip finish and a drop of head 
cement. 

Tom Sutcliffe



36 VFFA NOVEMBER 2019

VFFA 2019 meetings & other activities

November
20  Wednesday	 VFFA Members Fishing Day at Millbrook Lakes (Booking Essential).
21  Thursday	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
	 Speakers – Cameron McGregor and Katie Doyle from River Escapes 

(speaking on fly fishing for Murray cod). 
22 – 24	 Annual trip to Warrnambool. Event Co-ordinator – Hughie Maltby.
23  Saturday	 2019 Talk Wild Trout Conference at Mansfield.
25  Monday 	 Dinner at the Kelvin Cub with Hilary Hutcheson, top US guide and 

guest speaker at the 2019 Wild Trout Conference at Mansfield. 
	 Time: 6:30 for 7:00 pm.
December
2  Monday 	 Final Council Meeting for 2019 – 6:30 pm
12  Thursday  	 Annual Christmas Dinner with guest speaker David Grisold (VFFA 

past president, secretary and life member). Time: 6:30 for 7:00 pm.
January 2020
15  Wednesday	 VFFA Members Fishing Day at Millbrook Lakes (Booking Essential).

February 2020
3  Monday	 First Council Meeting for 2020 – 6:30 pm.
15 – 23	 Tasmania trip to Hayes on Brumby’s.
	 Event Co-ordinator – Chris Gray.
27  Thursday	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
	 “Liars’ Night” – reports from members on their summer fishing.

March 2020
13 – 15	 2020 Big River trip. Event Co-ordinator – John Pilkington.
19  Thursday 	 General Meeting – Lunchtime at the Kelvin Club.
	 Speaker – James Laverty, from Fly Odyssey Australia.
30  Monday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm.

April 2020
10 - 12	 Easter 2020
16  Thursday 	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club
	 Speaker (TBC). 
27  Monday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2019 Annual Dinner:

• AFN Fishing & Outdoors • Armadale Angling • Aussie Angler 
• Australian Trout Foundation • Compleat Angler (CBD) • Essential Flyfisher 

• The Flyfisher Melbourne • Fly Finz Fishing Tackle & Books 
• FlyLife magazine • Hook Up Bait & Tackle • Hurley’s Fly Fishing 

• J.M. Gillies • Mayfly Tackle • Millbrook Lakes and Victorian Fisheries Authority.VA
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