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The May general meeting will be an Thursday, May 21,

auction of fishing equipment and books 8:00pm, at the

from the estate of Ross Jordan, along with : !

items from some other sources. A Celtic Club

catalogue is included with this issue and The Meeting will be preceded by
you will see that it lists a number of very Dinner at the Celtic Club, commencing

attractive items to be sold on the night. at 6:00 pm. All members are invited to
attend the Dinner, but PLEASE make a
Dinner booking by 12 noon on
Thursday, May 21 by phoning
0498 254 497 and leaving a message.

This will be an excellent opportunity for
members to acquire some great fly fishing
gear and books at attractive prices.
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May Meeting — Auction of Fishing Gear and Books

Our May general meeting will be an auction
of fishing equipment and some books from
the estate of Ross Jordan, as well as a
number of items from other sources.

A catalogue is included with this
newsletter, and as you can see, it lists a
number of Sage rods in ‘mint condition’,
some Hardy reels that again are in very
good condition, several expensive fly boxes
filled with flies, and a number of books
including several highly sort after titles that
have drawn considerable interest in
previous auctions.

This will no doubt be a great night with some very competitive bidding.

Auctions are always great entertainment, and you may well leave at the end of the night
with a rod or book you will treasure. Mark it in your diary — Thursday, May 21.

New Members

This month we warmly welcome seven new members. Our ranks have been enlarged
and enriched by the addition of Alex Evans, Andrew Howie, Patrick Levy, James Carter,
Miles Mainwaring, Chris Gray, and David Maltby. We trust that these new members
enjoy many years of pleasurable and fulfilling membership of the Association.
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June Meeting — Guest Speaker: Craig Coltman

n experienced angler, Craig

has travelled to a number of
diverse locations across the
world, mastering his skills and
techniques in his pursuit of the
“perfect fish”. Whilst trout are
Craig’s favourite sport fish, he
has also chased and landed
Golden Trevally in Western
Australian waters, Kingfish
offshore from Narooma, Bonefish
on the Christmas Island flats,
Bream in the Mallacoota estuary
and most recently Giant Tarpon,
exceeding 150 Ibs, off the Florida
Keys.

Craig’s fishing obsession first became
apparent as a child when he
continuously fell into his grandparents
gold fish pond.

Growing up in Ballarat, he had easy
access to some of Victoria’s premier fly
fishing lakes and rivers, including Lake
Wendouree where he perfected loch style
fishing techniques. Mentored by his
uncle, Mike Spry, Craig honed his
stream-craft skills on the Swampy Plains,
Thredbo, Eucumbene, and Nariel Rivers
of Victoria and NSW.

In his first attempt at competition fishing
Craig finished 3 in the National Fly
Fishing Championships held in Tasmania
in 1994, and has since gone on to
represent the Ballarat Fly Fishers” Club,
and Victoria, and Australia in many
competitions. As a member of the
Australian team, Craig competed in the
World Fly Fishing Championships in
Ireland (1995), New Zealand (2008), and
Scotland (2009). Captain of the Australian
teams in the Swedish (2001) and French
(2002) Australian World teams and
Australian (1999), English (2000) and

Welsh (2002) Commonwealth teams he is
well respected amongst his peers for his
experience, commitment and extensive
knowledge.

Craig takes every opportunity to grow
and improve his knowledge, skills and
techniques and is happy to share his
experiences with other fisherman. He is a
proactive contributor in the fishing
community and a member of several
groups concerned with fisheries and
environmental issues, including the
Ballarat and District Angling Association,
Ballarat Fly Fishers” Club and Ballarat
Acclimatisation Society.

In 1981 Craig made his first visit to
Tasmania, and captivated by its beauty
and the high quality of Tasmanian
fishing, he purchased a property in
Miena and regularly spends a large part
of each trout season fishing the
Tasmanian rivers and lakes. Since selling
his business Craig plans to fish in as
many fabulous locations as possible,
including spending more time in
Tasmania.

In 2007, Craig used his long service leave
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to guide for Neil Grose. Based in
Tasmania, this first guiding experience
taught him the importance of
adaptability and the guiding skills
necessary to ensure his client’s
experience a successful and satisfying
day on the water. He now regularly
guides in local waters for Millbrook
Lakes and is looking forward to once
again guiding on the Tasmanian waters.

“Tasmania is the most interesting and
exciting location to guide, as there is
always fish moving somewhere. You just
need to know where to look!”

Craig is a first class speaker and
presenter with an incredible wealth of fly
fishing skill and experience. You won't
want to miss this meeting — Thursday,
June 18.

April Meeting with Neil Hyatt

eil is Program Leader for Fish

Production, Fisheries Victoria, and
is based at Snobs Creek Hatchery. In a
very relaxed and informal discussion he
used a PowerPoint presentation to
outline the main work of the hatchery.
Members in the audience were soon
asking questions, and much of the time
was taken up with a question and answer
discussion.

The following is an outline of the main
points covered.

Last year Salmonid liberations were
carried out in the cooler months, with
some 301,600 brown trout stocked into 59
waters and 207,000 rainbow trout stocked

Neil Hyatt

A small but very attentive audience

>>>
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into 41 waters. Thirty-seven waters were
stocked with both browns and rainbows.
Family Fishing Waters were stocked for
the school holidays. There are 73 of these,
including a number around or close to
Melbourne. Chinook salmon were
stocked in three waters, with some 45,700
of these fabulous fish released as part of
the total liberation. All of this work
involved 88,000 Kms travelled and 230
man days of effort.

Native fish liberations start in December
and are completed by the following
April. Some 28 waters were stocked with
644,645 Murray cod, 61 waters were
stocked with 1,200,200 golden perch, and
20 waters were stocked with both
Murray cod and golden perch. Three
waters were stocked with 25,000 trout
cod, three waters were stocked with
73,000 Macquarie perch, nine Gippsland
waters were stocked with 82,000
Australian bass, and a small number of
waters received silver perch or estuary
perch or catfish.

During 2013/2014 some 63,712 kms were
travelled and 127 man days were
involved.

This work has its challenges and risks,
these including road hazards, severe
weather conditions, locusts, floods and
bushfires.

Salmonid liberations commence during
April and the bulk of the Salmonid
liberations are completed by November.
The majority of salmonids released are
yearlings at about 30 grams. The Family
Fishing Waters are stocked with ready to
catch advanced rainbow trout with an
average weight of 180 grams. These
Family Fishing Waters are stocked for the
first, second and third term School
Holidays, and some are stocked for
fishing week events held during October
and November.

Ex Brood Fish are released into Eildon
Pondage after stripping, with their
release starting in late July through to
December.

The trucks used for liberations are two
ten-ton trucks with 6 tanks, each tank
holding 500 litres of water. Oxygen is
supplied to the tanks, and the number of
fish placed in tanks goes on weight.
Brown trout and Chinook salmon occupy

During October 2014 two new fish liberation trucks arrived at Snobs Creek Hatchery
The two old fish liberation trucks travelled a combined total of 880,000K s over a 7 year period
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60Kg/tank and rainbow trout are filled and the red dots represent locations
up to 80Kg/tank. where salmonids are stocked (mostly in

The map below shows where liberations the south of.the §tate). 90% of salmonids
are stocked in stillwaters — lakes,

occur in Victoria. The green dots .

. o reservoirs and dams.
represent locations where native fish are "
stocked (mostly in the north of the state),
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Web Fish

Cast regularly at vffa.org.au

About the VFFA web site:

The VFFA web site has a comprehensive coverage of VFFA events, meetings , trips, ...updated
monthly making it easy to track dates and times.

Features of VFFA web site:
*  Monthly Newsletter delivered to members in full colour.
» Live access to more than five years of past Newsletters
* Newsletter in PDF format for easy reading on computers / iPads / tablets & smart phones
» Newsletter in PDF format that can be read and saved on iPads and tablets like eBooks
» Calendar of all activities that can be synced with all you digital device calendars
* QGallery of events - Photos and Event reports
*  Where to fish directories: Victoria, Tasmania, NSW, New Zealand
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President’s Mlessaace

hose interested

in Fisheries
Victoria’s fish
hatchery at Snobs
Creek and its role
in relationship to
salmonid
production and
stocking had most
of their questions
answered at our
April meeting. Neil Hyatt, Program
Leader Fish Production, Fisheries Victoria
gave us a most illuminating presentation
covering the hatchery’s production of
native fish as well as Chinook salmon and
brown and rainbow trout. He has invited
the VFFA to visit the hatchery to see how
they do things. The prime time for trout
production is around August or
September. We will arrange a date and
time for a group visit and following
barbecue at our next Council meeting.

Neil showed us where most of the trout
stocking in Victoria takes place. I was
surprised that some ninety percent is to
stillwaters. River stocking is very limited
to only a few rivers which have man-
made impediments to spawning areas.
Neil answered many questions from the
audience as to the reasons why. He did
point out that a carefully monitored trout
stocking trial is taking place at the upper
limits of a few streams without man-
made impediments, including the
Delatite, Upper Goulburn, Upper Ovens
and maybe the Howqua. Our prominent
member, Philip Weigall, is involved in
these trials. Maybe he will be able to
comment further when he addresses us at
the Annual Dinner in August.

Doesn’t time fly! It is three years since we
moved to the Celtic Club. It has been
most successful and fulfils all the

requirements we set for ourselves when
we had to find a new home. Some of you
may have seen in the Age on April 25 that
the Celtic Club building is to be sold. This
is so, but I am advised that if the Club is
to move to new premises it will be two
years or more away. Thus we can
continue to enjoy good wine and food at
affordable prices in the Shamrock
Restaurant before joining the rest of our
colleagues at our monthly meetings on
the second floor. And of course our
traditional more formal dinners will
continue in the first floor function room
with its excellent bar facilities. So if you
read the Age article and were worried
about where we will continue to meet in
town then you can relax for the time
being.

The next meeting will be the Auction of
Fly Tackle on May 21. As always I am
sure there will be many bargains. It is
always an enjoyable night whether your
bids are successful or not. I look forward
to seeing you there.

In the meantime enjoy the rest of the
season. And join us if you can at the
closing weekend at Dobson’s farm on the
Goulburn at the end of May.

o

Tight lines,

Hamish's entry for the Donger
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From the

EDITOR’S DESK

“A fly fisherman is a guy standing in cold
water up to his liver throwing the world’s
most expensive clothesline at trees.” (PJ.
O'Rourke, A Fly Fishing Primer)

What does a trout cost? I gather that if
you want to buy one from a hatchery
these days they cost somewhere between
a dollar and two dollars each, depending
on the age and size. However my last
fish, a 3 Ib brown, cost me close to $1,500.
How so? In early March Hubert phoned
and told me that he was booked to fly to
New Zealand’s South Island in mid-April
for some fishing on the Mataura. Did I
want to join him? Would love to of
course, but had way too much else on the
agenda. But I mentioned the invitation to
my dear wife, and her response was, well,
you're getting older dear, and perhaps in
a few years you won't be up to chasing
off to places like that. Perhaps you better
go. Now 50 years of marriage have taught
me the utter futility of arguing with a
wife who’s made up her mind. So I
grabbed the phone and made a booking.

I also phoned Andrew Mossman — the
Mataura Master. Yes, he was going there
too at the same time, along with fellow
VFFA member Wayne Sanderson. So we
almost had a quorum. And Andrew
assured me that April was the best time
to go — glorious balmy autumn weather,
heavy hatches every day, fish up chewing
on the bugs all over the surface, all dry
fly fishing, low clear water ... It couldn’t
get any better. I started madly tying flies,
though my hands were shaking a bit in
anticipation of this fishing brilliance.

We flew into Queenstown on schedule,
and drove to Gore, our base. On the

Monday Hubert dropped me at a glorious
stretch of river just downstream from the
town. He needed to get the car checked
so arranged to pick me up later in the
afternoon. I loaded up and walked down
to the river - and it was all happening as
described in the best tourist guides —
duns floating down in good numbers and
at least eight fish rising and slurping and
chewing hard on their afternoon tea. I
hooked one, but we soon parted
company. Then I missed two on the strike
- obviously still needing to get my eye in.
But I landed the next one —a 3 Ib brown
and a magnificent fish it was too. Then
the hatch stopped and the wind started,
signalling the arrival of a weather change.
Then the wind stopped and the rain
started, and huge hailstones were
bouncing off my head. The hailstorm
eventually petered out and serious rain
set in. When Hubert retrieved me I was
very cold and very wet. The air
temperature had dropped and was
grovelling around 4°C.

It rained all night, and next day we woke
to find snow on the car bonnet. The air
temperature was now 2°C and that
wonderful Mataura River had risen well
over a metre. It was the colour of well-
milked coffee and was racing along. We
spent the day driving all over the local
area trying to find some clear water.
There wasn’t any. It continued to rain and
the rivers (plural) continued to rise.
Hubert pulled a 3% pounder out of a
soupy backwater a day or two later, but
he does that sort of thing. We spent the
days shopping, drinking coffee,
commiserating, and regularly checking
the river — which just got worse. >>>
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Autumn in Gore, and snow everywhere

According to Andrew Mossman, it was
the worst week of foul weather he had
encountered in the thirty years he has
been fishing around Gore in autumn.

My three compatriots were staying for
two weeks, but I was booked to fly home
on the Sunday after just one week.
Hubert kindly crawled out of bed at
4:30am to help me pack and drive me to
Queenstown for my morning flight home.
When I arrived back in Melbourne we
were told that extra fuel had been needed
for the flight so all our checked luggage
was still back in Queenstown. But the
week hadn’t been all bad - they make nice
coffee in Gore.

Our May VFFA meeting is an auction of
quality fly fishing gear. I guess that
thought and my New Zealand trip got me
thinking about the economics of our
fishing. Some things are expensive, others
are cheap. While I was in Gore I met an
angler who buys his flies from overseas at
40c per fly. I'll still keep tying my own,
but they’ll cost me more than 40c each. I
recall, too, reading an article a few years
ago by a technician who worked in the
tackle manufacturing industry. He was

suggesting that a popular rod
that sold in the USA for about
$600 actually came out of the

-| factory in China costing about
"| $16 per unit. Of course the
manufacturer and exporters
and importers and other
agents down the line add
their percentages, so the price
escalates. And I'm not being
critical of our local tackle
industry here —it’s a tough

| and competitive business they
tell me, and if we want to
retain the convenience of
having access to shops selling
a good range of gear then I
guess we will need to
continue paying the price.

A final thought — I found myself
reflecting on the fact that the overall cost
of my week in New Zealand would go
close to buying me an annual
membership at one of those private fly
fishing syndicates based near Ballarat.
Millbrook is one that is well known, but
there are a number of others. No air fare
to buy, no passport hassles, no $160 New
Zealand licence fee, no grief seeing your
good boots and waders boiled up by the
quarantine boys when you arrive home,
... And you have access to some great
fishing for the whole year and not just a
week where you are dependent on
reasonable weather. As I said —just a
thought.

The VFFA thrives on the voluntary efforts
of so many committed members — too
many to list here. But one of our life
members whose contributions deserve a
mention is Peter Campbell, who for 33
years acted as chief chef and barbecue
operator at countless VFFA events,
especially those President’s Casting
Days. Thank you Peter — from all of us.

Tight lines, Lyndon Webb
s
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our long-serving barbecue chef

A T L —

*a

Andrew Mossman fished the Oreti River. It, too, was high and fast and quite coloured. But by
fishing a sinking line and an ‘emergent Mrs Simpson’ along the edges he tricked a few."
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To Stock, or To Not Stock

... from Robert Roles. Stocking our streams is a contentious issue, both here and
overseas. Those of us who read the UK fly fishing magazines will have followed with
interest the letters to the editor in the British ‘Fly Fishing & Fly Tying’ magazine over the
past year or two, where all sides and points of view on the value of hatcheries and the
stocking of rivers have been hotly debated. Here in Victoria the issue is alive too. The
following article has been submitted by Robert Roles, one of our highly esteemed ‘Elder
Statesmen’, and a skilled and experienced angler. Robert has seen the trout fishing in
some of best rivers decline in recent years, and he offers some thoughtful suggestions

for their recovery.

posted the editor some photos which I

hope will convey the idea that drought
damaged streams can be resurrected with
quality hatchery-born fish. It was
impossible for a “‘wild trout led recovery”’
to happen in one dried up creek, because
the entire trout population had perished.
However I fished this creek over the
Easter period with my MAS (Monaro
Acclimatisation Society) mate Rod
Whiteway, and Rod finished the final day
with a magnificent brown weighing 6 Ib. I
was more than pleased with my catch of
three browns weighing respectively 5 Ib, 4
Ib 2 0z, and 5 Ib 4 oz. These trout were all
feeding on mayflies, a visual challenge.
And they were all brown trout grown on
from the annual MAS stockings, which
keep the fishery alive and vibrant. I
would defy anyone to identify any
differences in the traits between ‘wild
trout” and those superb brownies we
caught which had been produced in the
beautiful Thredbo River water at the New
South Wales Gaden Hatchery.

So - “To Stock or To Not Stock”.

There has been much discussion among
anglers as to the remedy for turning
around many of our trout decimated
streams and creeks here in Victoria. There
are those who strongly believe that we
best leave it for a ‘wild trout led recovery’
on the basis that good and bad seasons
come and go, and that drought conditions

Contributor and VFFA Elder Statesman
Robert Roles

will eventually give way to normal years
of rainfall and once reliable fisheries will
then return to their former glory.

If it were only that simple. The
unavoidable truth is that Climate Change
is impacting adversely on places where
trout live, so that water temperatures in
rivers and streams are degrees warmer
than in past years. This in turn lowers
dissolved oxygen levels, and the pH level
is also affected when these conditions
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The ravages of drought. Small streams such
as this need stocked fish in order to recover
from drought conditions.

prevail. Both brown and rainbow trout
thrive best in “cold water”; the optimum
temperature range being 10°C to 18°C,
with 16°C being the temperature at which
brown trout are at their most active.

For the past few years summer stream
and creek temperatures in the Corryong /
Upper Murray region have increased
alarmingly. It is now rare to commence
fishing on a summer morning at 10am
and have the water temperature 18°C or
less. It is more likely to be 20°C —22°C
before midday, and warming further
through the day to 24°C and even up to
25°C, as it was in the Nariel Creek last
January. The Swampy Plains River
peaked at an unbelievable 27°C,
thermometer tested at the Bringenbrong
bridge on the NSW border.

There has been large-scale willow
removal along the Murray River,
Swampy Plains River, Thowgla Creek
(the worst), and many other rivers and

creeks in Victoria’s north-east. The little
Snowy Creek at Eskdale had willows
removed upstream, resulting in much
reduced shade, and on my last visit there
in January 2015 the creek water
temperature was 25°C at 12 noon! It
doesn’t matter how many grasshoppers
are about, the fishing will be lousy to
non-existent at these temperatures. If the
fish aren’t dead, they’ll be seeking out
places of refuge by moving somewhere
else or to deeper areas until the threat
passes.

Former Fisheries Victoria Recreational
Fishing Manager Ross Winstanley blamed
Climate Change “exacerbated by the
removal of willows” for the loss of high
country trout. “We are fighting against
nature”, Mr Winstanley said. “The best
we can do is hold off the impact of
Climate Change, reduce it, or slow the
impact.” He said that temperature
records showed a pattern of rising stream
temperatures for a long time. (These
quotes from a Weekly Times article headed
“Trout in Trouble”, dated July 23, 2014.)

The grim picture Ross presents as facing
our fishery means our once favourite
spots need all the help they can get, and it
is implausible that a ‘wild trout led
recovery’ alone will be sufficient to bring
improved fishing to anglers. There are so
few wild trout (by definition: “born and
bred in the stream bed”) in the worst
affected places that no amount of waiting
will result in good outcomes. And if
matters weren’t bad enough, Australian
scientists are predicting an Al Nino event
for Australia in mid 2015.

Victorian Fisheries ceased stocking rivers
and creeks in 1983 in the belief that most
places had the capacity for natural
recruitment and that supplementary
stocking would be to the detriment of
trout populations. But a lot has changed
in the health of our streams since then.
>>>
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The Road Pool on the Bobundara River. Again low levels and exposed banks can be seen
because of drought conditions.

May is traditionally the spawning month
for brown trout in Victoria, but stream
flows and water temperatures now often
prevent brown trout from successfully
spawning. Water temperatures for
effective spawning should be in the
range of 8°C - 10°C. But Climate Change
is eroding the environment needed for
the future of our fishery. My once
favourite Central Victorian creek has had
insufficient flow and water temperatures
for trout to spawn in May for 14
consecutive years!

Fisheries staff from Arthur Rylah
Institute carried out an electrofishing
survey in the Ovens in October 2013, and
found no trout in the main stream above
Bright. These extreme events for that
region galvanised the Australian Trout
Foundation to request some recovery
stocking by Victoria Fisheries. A small
group led by ATF committee member
Terry George and including ATF
members Brian Eddie and Tony Borrack
submitted an extensively researched and
well prepared proposal, and they were

When things get this bad it is
time to call upon Fisheries to
reconsider their position on
stocking policy in Victorian
rivers and streams. Not all
places are desperate for help,
but a famous river like the
upper Ovens in north-east
Victoria, endured wildfires in
2003, 2006, 2009, and worst of
all in January 2013, then
followed by huge rains and
massive flooding in March
2013.

Monaro Acclimatisation Society anglers disperse fingerling
trout in needy places
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MAS anglers and a team from NSW Fisheries stock trout where they are needed

deservedly rewarded for their efforts.
Some 2,500 brown trout ranging from 80
grams to 280 gram were stocked into the
Ovens River between Porepunkah and
Harrietville. Note that these were
yearling and advanced yearling trout,
offering them the best chance of survival

times

Robert Roles fishing the Nariel Creek in better

in their new habitat. Victorian Fisheries
are to be applauded for identifying and
responding to a genuine submission.

Not all places should be blanket stocked,
and anglers could assist Fisheries by
suggesting locations they feel merit
consideration to assist the recovery of
decimated populations. Brown trout
produced at a quality facility, grown on
to at least fingerling size, or even better
as yearlings, will be capable of adapting
to a new environment, and by the time
they reach sexual maturity will be robust,
stream savvy, and an angling challenge.
The Corryong region desperately needs
stream stocking with advanced brown
trout to kick-start what was once a
fantastic fishing destination.

The ATF persuaded Fisheries to act, so
perhaps if we banded together as anglers
good outcomes might be possible.

Robert Roles.

-
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Rick Wallace - Fly fisherman

he lightning booms down, striking

the trees in the paddock. I hold a
nine-foot piece of graphite above my
head and think: at least I'll die doing
what I love.

Thunder follows hard on the lightning’s
heels as the wind shakes strips of bark
loose from the river red gums lining the
bank of this classic freshwater trout
stream. It’s crazy, but I can’t resist. Let no
one say fly fishing — the sport I love —
is not an adrenalin sport.

Thunderstorms, as well as posing a
mortal threat to foolhardy fishermen,
turn trout on in mysterious ways. In
Victoria’s Goulburn Valley, the storms
often precipitate great clouds of termites,
a food item prized by trout above most
others. Even if there are no termites,
storms provoke a recklessness in the fish
that prompts otherwise cagey specimens
to slash at anything that lands on the
surface.

This storm, on a river a couple of hours
from Melbourne, sparks a feeding frenzy
that for a golden 10 minutes makes a
tricky sport deliciously simple. Beneath
darkened skies with the wind beginning
to howl, I scuttle along from pool to pool,
a single cast usually enough to prompt a
take from the biggest fish in each lie.

Rick Wallace is a political reporter, based in The Australian
newspaper’s Melbourne bureau. In a 10-year career in journalism
he has covered four elections and worked for three years in the
Canberra press gallery, finishing up as deputy head of the Herald
Sun’s Canberra bureau. He has also worked extensively overseas,
including stints on the staff of major national dailies in Ireland and
Canada. He also freelanced while overseas for a wide range of
newspapers and magazines including Newsweek. He spent some
time working in Japan, and consequently has a great knowledge
of fly fishing in that country. He is a very keen fly fisher, and has
written for FlyLife magazine. The following article, reprinted with
Rick’s permission, was published in The Australian on April 24.

I'have fished in this beautiful spot, which
looks like something from a Turner
painting, many times, always with far
less spectacular results. So the memory of
catching (and releasing) five or so of the
river’s finest specimens when the frisson
of mortal danger was in the air has
etched itself clearly into my mind.

I'have been fly fishing since I was a
young boy growing up in Yackandandabh,
north-east Victoria, where a stream
flowed through our property. But don’t
let anyone tell you that years of
experience, a singular disregard for your
safety, or wads of cash are necessary.

This year, perhaps my 30th practising the
sport, I am enjoying another thrill —
teaching one of my best mates to fish. He
has grasped the basic casting stroke in six
or so sessions and, equally important,
learned to spot the fish in the water, to
watch the fly at all times and tighten the
line when a fish swallows it.

You can spend a king’s ransom on kit,
but Lucas is doing it all with my hand-
me-downs and a rod and reel
combination he bought second-hand for
$500. He’s well on the way to developing
the hunting mentality that is the pathway
to the sport in its highest form: sight
fishing, where the fish are spotted in
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clear water, stalked and tempted to eat a
feathery imitation of whatever they are
feeding on.

Soon it will be time for my young boys,
aged four and six, to have a go at
learning these skills. The eldest already
loves helping me tie flies (buzzy bees, as
he calls them) and is always keen to learn
more.

I only hope they get as much out of it as I
have. Since growing up in north-east
Victoria, I have fished wherever I have
lived, from Melbourne to Canberra,
Canada, Dublin and, most recently,
Japan.

While working as Tokyo correspondent
for this newspaper (The Australian), 1
even got to appear in filmmaker Nick
Reygaert’s Predator, which focused on
targeting big fish on the fly. I didn’t know
Nick before he arrived on my doorstep in
Tokyo with a maxed-out Visa card and a
pregnant wife telling me from back home
how much this segment of the film really
needed to work.

I set aside four days’ fishing (memo to
my editors — it was annual leave)
because the large itoh (a huge species in
the trout family known as taimen in
English) we wanted are not easy to catch.

Japanese friend and fishing guide
Takahiko Chiba and I started day one at
3am (it’s light at that hour in northern
Japan where Hokkaido butts up against
Russian territory) and we each had a fish
in the net by 10am. Both measured about
70cm, but Nick is always in search of
perfection. He wondered aloud, “They
were nice, boys ... but can we really say
that 70cm is a predator?”

The next few days were kind to us and
delivered another six or so of these
beautiful big silver fish with the pink
sheen on their flanks for us to film,
admire and release. The biggest

measured 95cm — a predator in anyone’s
language.

Nick messaged me this week to have a
chuckle about the expletive-laden footage
he got of me being defeated by a 100cm
fish (twice) and to tell me that the film
has been picked up by an Italian cable
operator. Its broadcast will be another
great moment for both of us in a sport
that has brought us so many.

Paradoxically, many of the moments I
remember best are the fish that got away.
One relates to a so-called bridge fish (fish
under bridges are perceived to have seen
every fly and trick in the fisherman’s
tackle box and thus are not easily fooled)
in the backblocks of New Zealand that
would have weighed in at least 4.5kg had
it not taken my entire fly line through a
log pile in a successful fight for freedom.

The two bust-ups with the 1m-plus itoh
stick in my mind too — I can replay in
my mind each moment of the struggle
with those fish, ruthlessly cataloguing
my mistakes. Japanese friends keep a log
of the five or so fly fishermen who have
joined the “one metre club” and joke that
I'blew the chance to become the group’s
first foreign member. I don’t think I have
paid my dues ... yet.

I could fill the remaining pages in this
paper writing about different experiences
I'have had in fly fishing, but I should
turn to what makes it so special to me. In
an age where digital distraction is
endemic, a sport where your focus must
fix on a single point — the fly on the end
of your line as it sits on, or in, the water
— for hours at a time is a rare kind of
meditation.

And by its very nature — the need for
clear flowing water and preferably no
onlookers — fly fishing takes you up into
the mountains, often far from mobile

range, to some beautiful valleys and
>>>
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lakes. The South Island of New Zealand
and the Central Plateau of Tasmania are
two classic examples. Mongolia —
although I am yet to go — is another.

Fly fishing can be as involved (tie your
own flies, assemble your own arsenal of
tackle, hike to remote waters, target only
large fish) or as simple (show up
somewhere, hire a guide, use their gear
and transport) as you like. Be warned: it
will likely become addictive.

Having crossed swiftly flowing rivers on
tiptoes to get to the best spots, I can

readily identify with the scene in Robert
Redford’s film A River Runs Through It
where Brad Pitt’s character — a hard-
living journalist and gambler — almost
drowns trying to land a monster trout in
Montana’s surging Blackfoot River.

I can honestly say if presented with
another thunderstorm similar to the one I
described above, I would do exactly the
same thing.

-

VFFA End of Season Trip

Yes, the season for our rivers is fast coming
to an end. But there’s an opportunity for a
fabulous way to put it to rest.

On May 30 & 31 we are holding an end of
season trip to Dobson’s property on the
Goulburn River. The NOE for this event
was included in the April issue. Convenor
Richard Kos will be in Alexandra on the
Friday for those who are interested in an
early start. Members can make it a day trip,
or they can stay for a full weekend. Cabins
have been booked at Alexandra, and on the
Friday and Saturday attendees can fish the
Goulburn or one of the other streams
around Thornton (Acheron, Rubicon,
Steavenson, ...). Then on the Sunday the
team will travel to Dobson’s on the
Goulburn and fish the section of river
bordered by their property. One of the great
features of the weekend will be the BBQ
lunch on Sunday in the shed on the

property.

This weekend is your last chance to fish our
streams before the season closes. If you're
interested in more details then give Kossy a
call on 9744 2375 (home), or 0430 091 300
(mobile).

The new VFFA banner, which will be on
display at Dobson's
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Securing the future of Lake Toolondo

VRFish would extend its sincere gratitude

to the State Labor Government for
putting recreational fishing at the
forefront of considerations in relation to
water.

On behalf of Victoria’s 721,000
recreational fishers, VRFish played a key
role in negotiating and holding 5,000
Megalitres of water entitlement prior to
its release into Lake Toolondo in January
this year. The Government took swift
action to secure the short-term future of
the Lake and to protect the interests of
recreational fishers. Lake Toolondo is
recognised by many as Victoria’s premier
trout fishery, and trout numbers in the
lake are significant. The fishery provides
an important source of income to local
economies and is a tourism draw-card for
anglers from as far afield as South
Australia and New South Wales. The lake
has a unique ecosystem and is home to a
diverse population of fauna and flora.
Historically, however, the fishery is
known to either boom or bust, with a
previous stocking of the lake taking place
back in the year 2000. VRFish worked
closely with Grampians Wimmera Mallee
Water, recreational fishers, and the
Department during 2013 and 2014 to
explore all possible actions that could be
taken to safeguard the fishery and
prolong the current boom for as long as
possible.

On April 12 this year I had the pleasure of
fishing Toolondo with Trevor Holmes just
prior to the first meeting of the new
advisory group, chaired by Joe Helper
(ex-Minister for Agriculture in the Bracks
and Brumby Governments). Trevor’s
knowledge of the lake and its history is
truly remarkable, and I was amazed at
how good this fishery really is. The
growth rates for the trout there are off the

Dallas encountered some magnificent trout
in Toolondo

charts, and the data presented by
Fisheries Victoria at the subsequent
meeting showed that there is no better
trophy trout fishery in the State. The
reason for these incredible growth rates is
known as a "trophic upsurge", which
occurred when the drought broke and a
glut of food became available for the fish
stocked in 2011.

It is also worth noting the environmental
benefits from the water going into the
lake, with the abundant bird and insect
life that is thriving there now. Trevor has
reported brolgas returning to the lake!

At this early stage there are lots of
different options being examined to
deliver the Government policy for
minimum water levels for the Lake.
These will be scoped out over the next six
weeks. It is great to see the Government
delivering election commitments and
working closely with recreational fishers.
Stay tuned for more updates in future
issues of Fly Lines.

Dallas D’Silva
General Manager, VRFish
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The Report from Out West

(... from Jim Blakeslee)

ere is some of

the local
gossip regarding
the fishing around
Warrnambool in
the past month.
It’s been that time
of the year for
Warrnambool Fly
Fishers to do some
serious huntin’, fishin’, and gatherin’.
We’ve been shooting ducks to be used in
the game soup and terrine for the WFFC
Annual Game Dinner on July 25. I've
continued to polaroid and catch some
nice browns — 3% to 4 lbs - from the
Merri and have been filling the freezer for
the Club Dinner. We have enough
abalone, whitebait, ducks, and hares, but
still need eels, a few more trout, and more
bream to finalize our menu. I hope you
can join us this year. We’ve made a good
start on collecting the raw materials for a
feast that, hopefully, we can share with a
VFFA contingent in July.

The bream have also been on the go,
taking a Green BMS on a sinking line on
an incoming tide in the lower Merri. The
Hopkins level is now at the trigger point
for the mouth to be opened. It should
happen any day now. And 6,000 brown
trout are being release in the lower Merri
at Dennington. WFFC members will be
there with boats to help spread them out.
Finally, Adrian Jacobs, Peter Hussey and I
will drive up to Lake Toolondo on Friday
to see what we can catch.

All for now, Jim

(NB - the Warrnambool fly fishers have a
battle on their hands. There are four well-
known trout streams in the district — the
Merri River, Hopkins River, Moyne River
and Mount Emu Creek. All are currently

subject to the same regulations covering
the rest of the rivers in Victoria in that
their upper reaches are closed to trout
fishing from early June until the opening
weekend in September. However the
Merri, Hopkins and Moyne rivers have
lower estuarine sections that are open to
fishing all year round.

However a proposal has been put
forward to remove the closed season
restrictions and make all four rivers open
to fishing through their entire length for
the whole year. The proponents of this
proposal claim that there is no natural
recruitment or spawning in these rivers,
and all of the fish in them are stocked
fish. So let’s just go out and catch them.
The Warrnambool fly fishers are strongly
opposed to this proposal, claiming that
there is clear evidence that spawning
occurs and therefore the fish need to be
protected in the winter months. In fact,
several years ago they had truck loads of
gravel dropped into some sections on the
upper Merri, and soon found brown trout
pairing up and preparing redds in these
gravel sections. So the fight is on.

Lengthy arguments are being heard on
both sides of this issue. Needless to say
the VFFA, the Australia Trout
Foundation, and a number of other
individuals and fly fishing clubs have
come out and expressed support for the
Warrnambool fly fishers, and for very
sound reasons are strongly opposed to
removing the closed season restrictions
on these Warrnambool rivers. There is
plenty of fishing already available in the
lower sections of the three rivers
mentioned in the winter months, and
plenty of fishing also available in the
many Western District stillwaters that are
open all year.)
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The Donger stays in Bairnsdale ... Once Again
(Report by Mike Jarvis)

What a great weekend it was at the
Bairnsdale Fly Fishers’ lodge on the
beautiful Mitta Mitta River near Omeo.
Perfect weather, great water, terrific
company and generous hospitality.

And maybe, just maybe, the VFFA team
who trekked east for the annual fishing
match, came close to stealing the Donger
from the Bairnsdale team who have laid
claim to it in recent years.

But it wasn't to be. Despite President
Hamish Hughes hooking and landing a
nice fish early on Saturday, he was
pipped by BFF stalwart Trevor Stow with
a 1.2 pounder, enough for Bairnsdale to
retain the trophy.

Sadly, only three VFFA members —
Hamish, Terry Rogers and Mike Jarvis —
made the trip to Omeo, a somewhat poor
turn-out for an Association boasting
around 250 members.

The Bairnsdale crew — President Mick
Rosenboom, Trevor Stow, Geoff Johnston,
Rob Morecroft, Jim Comber and Colin

Belfield — did us proud. Wonderful
hospitality, plenty of advice and
directions to fishing spots, and in a
magnanimous presidential gesture, Mick
Rosenboom accompanied Hamish during
the first fishing session.

But all to no avail. The fish were few and
far between and small, but a great time
was enjoyed by all, as usual. Thankyou
Bairnsdale, and congratulations.

Winner Trevor Stow was presented with the
Donger trophy by Mick Rosenboom

Some top anglers and all contenders for the Donger award. From left to right: Geoff Johnston,
Rob Morecroft, Trevor Stow, Jim Comber; Terry Rogers, Hamish Hughes, Colin Belfield, Mike
Jarvis, and Mick Rosenboom
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“VFFA Chateau Pilks” Weekend at Enoch’s Point - April 17 -19

Attendees included Hugh Maltby, David
Maltby, Richard Kos, John Permewan,
Alex Evans, Bruce Houghton, Peter Boag,
John Teasdale, Bernard Holbery, Andrew
Howie, and Terry Rogers, along with
Host John Pilkington (Member and
Resort Owner) and Stewart Faichney
(Resort Chef).

Attendees arrived at various times spread
over Friday afternoon through to
lunchtime on Saturday. Fortunately the
dirty weather through most of the north-
east of the State kindly stayed away from
Enoch’s Point. There was heavy rain
overnight on Saturday; though it did not
start until the last of the night owls had
retired to their “Snoring Quarters” (no
names being provided for this category).

The fishing was tough. However, there
were a number of small ones brought to
hand, especially on the Friday. There
were also the usual “distance releases”
and refusals for no understandable
reason.

Once again Pilks and Stewart did a
wonderful job in providing Five-star
Menus for lunch on Saturday and the
Banquet Dinner on Saturday Night. So a
most enjoyable time was had by all in this
spectacularly beautiful part of the world.

Sincere thanks to Pilks for again allowing
the VFFA to partake of the serenity of
“Chateau Pilkington” at Enoch’s Point,
and long may it continue.

Terry Rogers, VFFA Councillor.

The beautiful Big River
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Saturday evening dinner under the stars
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Host John Pilkington Hughie Maltby was appointed assistant chef
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i A
The pantry at Chateau Pilkington

7 \\
Sunday Casting

As the cold weather sets in and fly fishers hibernate in the off-season it is time to throw off
the doona, pull on some thick sox and sturdy boots and head to the Red Tag pool in
Fairfield on Sunday mornings.

Casting resumes on Sunday June 7, at 10 am.

Sunday casting is the perfect venue for fly fishing and casting tragics to meet in a relaxed
environment in the off-season. This is the opportunity to compare fly fishing gear and hone
both gear and casting technique for the season ahead.

The venue: Red Tag pool, off Yarra Bend Road, Fairfield.
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The Easy Dropper Loop

This is something I've seen in a couple of magazines. Many of us fish a nymph under a
dry fly as an indicator. In rigging up we first need to tie on the dry fly, then tie a length
of line as a dropper onto the bend of the dry fly hook, then tie the nymph onto the other
end of the dropper. A neat alternative to the second step — tying the line onto the hook
bend of the dry fly - is as follows. After tying on the dry fly pull out the spool of line for
the dropper and proceed with the following steps. (For the diagrams below a shoelace
was used as the dropper so that the dropper line or tippet was thick and clearly visible).

Make a loop in the end of
the tippet material with
two fingers as shown here: |

Use these two fingers
on your right hand to

d: - | twist the tippet line

| five or six times:

q‘ v *’ " A (four turns were used
in the pic for speed)

Now poke the end of
the tippet, in your left
hand, through the loop
at your right hand:
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| Catch the end in your left
| thumb and forefinger ..

.. and tuck it through the
loop on the left.

Finally, pull this left loop
tight. It will form a loop
that will slide.

What you have here is a
clinch knot with a loop that

;‘d will slide up the line.

The final step is to place this loop over the hook bend of your dry fly and pull on the
line to slide the clinch knot up and close it tight at the dry fly.

Then cut off the length of line you need for your dropper, tie on your nymph at the
other end, and go catch some fish
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FLY OF THE MONTH

lan’s Adams

Good heaven’s — another variation of the Parachute Adams. Is there no end to this?

Your editor was recently talking with Ian Michelson, a friend and regular Mataura
River fishing companion of Hubert Reichelt and Trevor Stow. Ian sets up his
caravan in Gore each January and fishes the famous Mataura assiduously and very
successfully until the season closes in April. He was also a VFFA member for many
years — another good reason for including his fly.

Ian ties a few flies, but buys most of his armoury from various overseas suppliers.
He often fishes a Parachute Adams on the Mataura, and carries a number of
variations of this fly for those very spooky and educated Mataura trout. The
version described here is one of his favourites and is particularly effective.

How is it different from a regular Parachute Adams? First, the body is stripped
peacock herl rather than grey dubbing, and secondly, the parachute cock hackles
(one grizzly and one brown) are tied leaning forward a bit rather than parallel
with the shank. This placement of the hackles means that when the fly is fished
with floatant applied to the white wing and the hackles the body will sink just
under the surface, making the fly a very effective emerger. Ian assures me it works
a treat.
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Mat

erials for Ian’s Adams variation

Hook: Dry fly, sizes 16 & 18 (for the Mataura, but larger sizes are fine for other

rivers).

Thread: Grey 8/0 Unithread

Tail:

A few stiff fibres from a grizzly cock hackle and a brown cock hackle.

Body: Stripped peacock herl.

Wing: The usual white calf tail.

Tying Procedure

1.

Pluck two or three fibres from a quality grizzly hackle and two or three fibres from
a quality brown hackle. Carefully mix these fibres together and tie them in to form
the tail of your Adams.

Now run the thread back along the shank to a point about a third of the shank
length from the eye. Prepare a small tuft of white calf tail with the tips levelled. Tie
it in on the shank with the tips pointing over the eye. Use three firm turns to lock
the calf tail in, then lift up the wing with thread turns tied in front of it to make the
wing stand perpendicular to the shank. (For wimps like your editor white HiVis or
white polypropylene are much easier to tie in and make quite satisfactory wing
posts.)

Wind the thread back to the tail and tie in a length of stripped peacock herl. Wind
the thread forward to just behind the calf tail wing. Then carefully wind the
peacock herl on to form the body. At this point a tiny drop of superglue spread
along the peacock herl, or even spread along the shank before tying in the stripped
herl, will make the body a little more robust and less likely to fall apart with the
first set of trout teeth to bite it.

Prepare a suitably sized brown hackle feather and grizzly hackle feather. There are a
number of suggested techniques for tying in hackles for parachute flies. One
popular method is to hold the two feathers together, lay them along the side of the
shank with the tips pointing back past the tail of the fly, and then tie in the butts just
behind the eye of the hook. Tie thread over the butts towards the wing and then
bend the feathers up so they point upwards beside the white wing post.

Now take some turns of thread around both the two feathers and the wing post so
that the hackle feathers are now standing up vertically and tied to the base of the
wing post with some turns of thread wound up the post for say half to one
millimetre.

Wind the thread down again and let it hang vertically behind the wing post. Wrap
two or three turns of the brown hackle then tie it off with a turn or two of thread.
Repeat this with the grizzly hackle, winding turns through the brown hackle.

>>>
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7. Make a couple of strong turns of thread around the base of the post to secure the
hackle feathers before trimming off the excess bits.

8. Complete the fly by whip finishing behind the eye. (A convenient trick here is to tie
three or four half hitches behind the eye but in front of the wing post using an old
empty ballpoint pen case. Then cut the thread and add a drop of head cement.)

9. If you haven't tied too much material between the eye and the post then the plane
of the hackle feathers should be tipped forward a bit, as required.

-

This Month'’s Yarn
(... from April 1960)

“Speaking of big fish,” said McTaggart
(we weren't actually, but he pressed on
anyway). “I was crossing over from
Liverpool to Dublin once in the Irish
Ferry when I decided to drop a line out
the back to trawl for one of those huge
Atlantic salmon which frequent the Irish
Sea. As luck would have it I hooked one
straight away, but it was so big and
strong that it retarded the speed of the
ship - actually slowing it down by a
couple of knots in fact. The captain got so
annoyed with me he made me cut the fish
loose. “Otherwise,” he pointed out, “we
would have been seriously late at our
destination.”

“You know, I had exactly the same
experience,” remarked uncle George, who
had paused in the act of draining his
glass to listen. “But I decided that I would

not let the matter rest there. So as soon as
we arrived in Dublin, I charted a large
ocean-going motorboat — one very similar
to those shark boats operating out of Port
Albert — and it wasn't long before I
hooked one of those really large fish. Did
you say they were big and strong?
They’re also really savage too, and fast!
This one was so angry at being caught
that it started chasing our boat. We went
full speed ahead — about 30 knots — but
this wasn't fast enough. That gigantic fish
caught up with us easily, and opening its
huge jaws swallowed the lot of us — the
boat, the crew, and myself.”

Uncle George cleared his throat and took
another reflective slurp. “Goodness me,”
he said, “And there’s certainly been lots
to swallow here today.”

Tichborne watercolour - Spring Creek
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LIBRARY NEWS

1l members should remember that the Mick Martin Memorial Library is one of the most

extensive collections of fly-fishing literature in Australia. It is valuable in its own right
but is a great asset to members wishing to expand their knowledge or who simply enjoy sitting
by the fireside and vicariously enjoying the exploits of others. In addition, the library boasts a
number of videos on trout fishing. Our librarian or one of his assistants will be available prior
to each general meeting to assist members wishing to borrow books or videos.

The library is divided into three parts.

Part 1 Books available for loaning to members.

Part 2 Books available for reference only and not to be taken from the library.
Part 3 Books bequeathed to the Association and not to be taken from the cabinet.

V.E.F.A. ITEMS FOR SALE

The Association has the following quality items for sale:

Book “The Country For An Angler” (the History of the VFFA) ........... $70.00 each
Book “Geehi to Great Lake”..........cccccoivirieieuiiiinininineieieeceeseeeenee $45.00 each
ColuMbIa SHITS. ...ttt $70.00 each
Polarfleece jacket with VFFA logo $40.00 each
Association ties (blue Or MaroOn) ...........coceeeereerieeiesieneeieieseeieie e $35.00 each
Wine glasses and whisky glasses inscribed with VFFA logo,

SCE OF 01ttt ettt ettt neeneene s e $45.00 per set
CLOth DAAZES ...c.evivivieeeiieit ettt ettt eae et es e ene e $7.00 each
The Australian Trout by Jack Ritchie $20.00
V.EF.A. Car SHCKETS .....cueiiiiiiciiieiciirineeieteeece e $2.00 each

Members wishing to purchase any of these items should contact
Hugh Maltby prior to the monthly General Meeting on telephone 0423 283 079.

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2014 Annual Dinner:
* Aussie Angler Pty Ltd * Armadale Angling * Australian Fishing Network
* Bernard Holbery ¢ FlyLife Publishing ¢ FlyFinz * Hayes on Brumbys
* J. M. Gillies Pty Ltd » Mayfly Tackle « Mick Hall * Millbrook Lakes Lodge
* Mountain Stream Company * Nick Taransky Bamboo Rod Maker
* Pro-Angler Tackle * Ray Brown Onkaparinga Flies * Stevens Publishing Pty Ltd
* The Compleat Angler Box Hill * The Flyfisher Tackle Store Melbourne
¢ Vision and Pisces Fly-Fishing Tackle

VALUED DONORS
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VFFA Meetings at the Celtic Club & other activities.

May
21 General Meeting - 8:00 pm
Auction of Fishing Tackle
27 Council Meeting - 7:30 pm
30-31 Closing Weekend — at Dobson’s on the Goulburn
Event co-ordinator — Richard Kos
June
7 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
14 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
18 General Meeting - 8:00 pm
Speaker: Craig Coltman — Trout guide and champion Australian angler
21 Sunday Casting -10:00 am Red Tag Pool
24 Council Meeting - 7:30 pm
28 Sunday Casting -10:00 am Red Tag Pool
July
5 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
12 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
16 General Meeting - 8:00 pm
Speaker: Josh Bradshaw — Tasmanian fishing guide
19 Sunday Casting -10:00 am Red Tag Pool
22 Council Meeting - 7:30 pm
25 Warrnambool Annual Dinner
26 Sunday Casting -10:00 am Red Tag Pool
August
2 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
9 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
12 Council Meeting - 7:30 pm
16 Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool
23 Sunday Casting -10:00 am Red Tag Pool
28 Annual Dinner: Speaker — Philip Weigall
29 President’s Casting Day -10:00 am Red Tag Pool
September
9 Council Meeting - 7:30 pm
17 VFFA AGM
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