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Report on the April Meeting: Fly Tying with the Masters
(Report by John Pilkington)

Agathering of a dozen or so members were treated to some fine instruction on tying flies on

April 14 last. The experts were Peter Campbell, Hubert Reichelt and Andrew Mossman.

Peter had that old favourite, the Royal

Wulff in hand. His tie has a calf tail

upright post as a wing instead of the

standard split wing of calf tail. Much

easier to tie and equally effective to see

on the water. A good idea but may offend

some traditionalists.

Then followed the Tailrace Dun. Peter’s

recipe has a post of Hi Vis polypropylene

with a beige/gold Antron body and tail of

hog bristles from Peter’s old shaving

brush (circa 1960, it looked like!) and

finished with a grizzle hackle. It takes

fish and those that the angler misses

could be said to have had a close shave!

Andrew had his full kit and led off with his Parachute Adams. Tied exquisitely on a #17 hook,

it had body of grey dyed seal’s fur dubbed onto 6/0 grey silk, grizzle/red tail and a grizzle/red

hackle tied around a post of calf tail. It was tied quickly, simply, and with a minimum of fuss

and the end result looked delectable.

Similarly with his Spider. This on a #15

Tiemco 102Y hook had a body of

brown/orange seal’s fur dubbed on to

red-brown silk in cigar shape and a

grey partridge hackle. The small feather

used is extremely fragile and Andrew

was able to show off his expensive

CNF hackle pliers especially designed

for such delicate work. He also

demonstrated how slightly larger

hackles can be used for this fly by tying

them in halfway along the hook and

then doubling them over and tying

them down at the eye of the hook and

then adding the body. This is a useful

technique as the number of small

suitable feathers on a partridge pelt is

limited. This fly is a very handy one to

have when others fail.

Hoppers that look very real 

Andrew Mossman completing another

work of fly tying art 
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Hubert demonstrated the tying of the Prince Nymph. This is his answer to the early Spring

rainbows in New Zealand. In order came the bead, goose biots (dark olive) for tail, peacock

herl, ribbing of flat gold tinsel, white biots (legs), red cock hackle clipped and fine peacock

herl to fold the hackle down. 

Why are some flies so successful? This one

certainly is and for Hubert it is the presence

of triggers that make it stand out. This fly is

essentially a stonefly imitation and the

triggers of tail, wing case, body and legs are

attractive to a fish that has to make a quick

decision or miss the chance of food. His

theory applies to all flies and perhaps

explains why some flies that really do not

faithfully imitate what fish are feeding on at

a particular time outshine those that are tied

as exact imitations of the natural.

How fortunate are our members to have

access to such expertise gathered and honed

over many years of experience both on the

river and lake and applying these ideas to

develop flies that really work. 

Peter Campbell tying another Royal Wulff 

John Pilkington showed great interest in

Hubert’s work 
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At the time of compiling this newsletter the President was visiting

Tuscany and Umbria. He reports seeing some good water but has

not yet wet a toe, let alone a line. The closest he got was purchasing a

magazine in Arezzo on Italian fly-fishing. It was very difficult to read.

Rick has noticed that quite a few newsletters are not being delivered

because changes of address have not been passed on. If members are

aware that a fellow fly fisher has moved would they please forward

details of the new addresses.

And finally, Rick suggests that all members get busy with their fly tying as he can see a good

season ahead. Members are also asked to check the calendar for the dates of the new season

Opening Day and all the other events planned by our hard working council.

Tight lines,

Rick Dugina.

May Meeting: Geoff Hall – the Carp Menace
Geoff has been a full-time guide with, and director of, the Goulburn Valley Fly-Fishing

Centre for the past 19½ years. He is also the Victorian representative on the Professional

Fishing Instructors and Guides Association (PFIGA). He was, for three years, a member of

the Fisheries Co-Management Council - an advisory body to the government on fisheries

issues. He was on the Council of VRFish for a number of years, and was president of the

Australian Trout Foundation for one year. He has a thorough and comprehensive knowledge

of all aspects of Victoria’s trout fishery.

Geoff’s presentation will be in two halves. He is keen to alert us trout fishers to the imminent

danger to our trout fishery of the rapidly spreading carp menace. As far as he is concerned,

it’s ‘the elephant in the room’, and is a very serious threat. Geoff wants to discuss ways of

tackling the problem and, as he sees it, the VFFA is a formidable fishing group with the

power and influence to promote measures to tackle the carp problem.

On a lighter note, in the second half of his talk Geoff will show a DVD of his latest trip to

New Zealand, which includes lots of pictures of large trout rising to flies. He assures us that

his DVD is wonderful entertainment and well worth seeing.

President’s Message
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VFFA Meetings & Activities

MAY 2011

19                           General Meeting: Guest speaker – Geoff Hall

May 21 - 22            End of Season Goulburn Trip 
25                           Council Meeting

JUNE 2011

5                             Sunday Casting commences
9                             Dinner With Partners
12                           Sunday Casting 
16                           General Meeting: Guest Speaker – Rod Barford

18                           Cane Making Day 
19                           Cane Day
22                           Council Meeting 
26                           Sunday Casting

JULY 2011

3                             Sunday Casting 
10                           Sunday Casting
17                           Sunday Casting 
21                           General Meeting: Auction

23                           Warrnambool FF Club Game Dinner 
24                           Sunday Casting
27                           Council Meeting 
31                           Sunday Casting

AUGUST 2011

6/7                          Bullen Merri Trip
7                             Sunday Casting
14                           Sunday Casting
17                           Council Meeting 
21                           Sunday Casting
26                           Annual Dinner - Guest Speaker: Charles Wooley

27                           President’s Casting Day

Word has just reached us that a very important and highly esteemed

member is fast approaching a significant birthday. Our heartiest

congratulations and very best wishes to Malcolm Elms, who reaches the

magnificent age of 90 years on May 30. Malcolm – all of your many

many friends in the VFFA wish you a very happy 90th birthday.
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Here it is, the May issue, and I find myself wondering just where this trout season has

gone. Prior to Christmas we were anticipating some fabulous river fishing over the

summer months and into autumn, and in some areas of the state this was the case. But for

many of us those persistent summer showers kept the rivers closer to Melbourne high and

coloured, and conditions were less than ideal for good fly-fishing. And now we are only

weeks away from the close of the season for the rivers and streams. Mind you, the Goulburn

is apparently now in top form, and those venturing out on the VFFA end of season trip to

Dobson’s on the Goulburn may well enjoy some wonderful fishing. However the lakes will

remain open during the winter months, and recent reports from places like Hepburn, Newlyn

and Fyans have been particularly encouraging. So those prepared to pull on the winter

woollies and rug up my well enjoy some great outings.

In this issue regular contributor Andrew Braithwaite has provided some delightful reading, on

fly-fishing history, and we also have contributions from Sarah Graham and Jeremy Lucas.

Sarah is the Marketing and Communications Consultant for the Tasmanian Inland Fisheries

Service, and recently gave a talk to some of the Tasmanian angling clubs on where their

angling licence fees go. Hamish Hughes happened to attend one of these meetings, and was

most impressed with Sarah’s presentation. So on Hamish’s recommendation we contacted

Sarah, and she very kindly provided us with the text of her talk. For those of us who fish

Tasmania and have an interest in the trout fishing there, it is a fascinating account of the

policies and recent achievements of the Tasmanian Inland Fishing Service.

And as promised, in this issue we are printing the first of a series of articles contributed by

Jeremy Lucas. For over 20 years Jeremy was a regular member of the British fly-fishing

team competing in various international championships. He is a former European Open

Champion and World Championship individual bronze medalist, and has won gold, silver

and bronze team medals in World and European Championships. He is also one of only three

anglers ever to have taken top honours in both Loch-Style (2004) and Rivers (1994) Home

internationals. He now has his own guiding and coaching business based in Cumbria (UK),

and runs destination trips to the best wild trout and grayling fisheries in Europe, particularly

the San River in Poland. He retired recently from competition, and on Peter Dixon’s

invitation became the official coach and mentor to the Australian Fly-Fishing Team. As a

competition angler Jeremy has represented his country at the highest level, and on his record

is simply one of the best. His article in this issue describing his involvement with the

Australian team is a gem. 

Over recent days I have enjoyed reading John Gierach’s highly entertaining Trout Bum, a

great read for all trout fishers. Here is a snippet:

“What constitutes a big trout is a relative thing, regardless of the efforts of some to make it

otherwise. … In another camp are the fishermen who claim not to care how big a trout is. “It's

 
EDITOR’S DESK
From the
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the challenge,” they’ll say, “the flies, the casting, the manner and method. Nothing wrong

with a foot long trout. Oh, and the scenery, and the birds singing, etc.” I use that line myself

and, like most of us, I sincerely believe it, act upon it regularly, and am happy, but tell me you

know where the ‘hawgs’ are and I'll follow you through hell.

Fly fishing for trout is a sport that depends not so much on catching the fish as on their mere

presence and on the fact that you do, now and again, catch some. As for their size, the bigger

they are, the better, to be honest about it, though all that stuff about the manner and the

method and the birds singing isn't entirely compensatory.”

There’s some great wisdom there. Tight lines, 

Lyndon Webb

Dinner at the Kelvin Club
In recent times there has been some confusion regarding dinner before the monthly meetings.

The Kelvin Club has been making adjustments in an attempt to secure it’s future. However,

these arrangements have not been entirely satisfactory for those dining at the Kelvin before

the meeting. I recently met with John Lanica, the Kelvin manager, and believe we have sorted

out some of the issues.

In brief, we are reverting to the format which worked very well for us in the past. I strongly

urge as many members as is possible to have dinner at the Kelvin before the meetings. It adds

to the general enjoyment of the evening, but even more critically, we need your support for

the arrangements to continue.

It would be appreciated if people intending to have dinner could advise John Lanica at the

Kelvin by the Tuesday before the meeting. Bookings can be emailed to

bookings@kelvinclub.com.

The phone number for bookings is 9654 5711 (speak to Chelsea).

Peter Boag

Dinner With Partners
This year’s ‘Dinner with Partners’ will be held at the Kelvin Club, on Thursday June 9,

at 7:00 pm for a 7:30 commencement. The cost is $45 per person, and drinks are paid

for separately by each individual. The meal is a Three Course Dinner, with the menu

still being finalised.

Colin Morrison has again agreed to act as convenor/organiser, so those wishing to

attend should phone Colin on 9375 2298 (home) or 0412 107 326 (mobile), by

Wednesday June 1.
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Team Australia in Europe 
(by Jeremy Lucas)

Some months before the 2010 FIPS-Mouche World Fly Fishing Championship on the San

River in Poland, the Australian team captain, Peter Dixon, asked me if I would help the

team in getting to know this classic European trout and grayling river. Having retired the year

before from international selection for my own country (Britain), and knowing just how good

time spent with Australians can be, I jumped at the chance.

I wonder what Peter and the rest of the team, including travelling manager Royce Baxter,

expected or found when they met me, one gentle, late-May day on the magnificent San River. I

remember later when Peter mentioned that they had been pleasantly surprised to find I was not

a 'prima donna'; to which Joe Riley commented, “Ah, give him time!” I hope I never appeared

like this as I immersed myself in the task as defined by Peter. I certainly enjoyed myself, and

learned a huge amount in the process.

Championship veteran Craig Coltman made a significant

comment very early in the campaign. “This is a team with

something to prove”. Indeed it was. In some locations,

particularly in Europe, there might be the perception that

Australia has under-performed on the world stage. A key to this

is most definitely the grayling, which in most European

locations is a target species, and might even be the dominant

species. On the San, trout and grayling appear to be present in

roughly equal numbers. Actually, this is not quite the case. In

most sections of the river, although the catch ratio might be

about 1:1, it is more that the trout are significantly easier to

catch than the grayling. The point is, however, that this

Australian team had comparatively little experience with

grayling, and as such could hardly expect to be successful on

one of the top grayling fisheries on the planet, in competition

with the top European teams. I believe that the feeling was that

I might shorten the learning time a little, perhaps lift the team's

prospects a few places among the 22 participating countries.

Very soon I learned that this was a team of highly talented fly fishers, dedicated to achieving

both the best of individual performance and team success. Apart from Peter, Joe and Craig, the

team included Tom Watson, an expat Englishman, Emilio Caggiano, the indomitable Max

Verashaka, and Jonathan Stagg, a very natural competitor. The potential was all there, but I

perceived that the lack of grayling experience was an enormous problem. Another problem was

the river; huge floods coincided with the arrival of the team in Poland so that we could not get

out on the main river at all. Even the upper river, in the National Park, was unfishable for a few

days. Very slowly the waters fell and we began to explore the upper system to begin the

assimilation process and develop some valuable fishing time. But this was almost entirely trout-

based and I was increasingly concerned (although I tried not to express this) about the lack of

grayling. 

Craig Coltman
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World-class competitors, however, are very quick to learn and adapt, and so it proved. The bias

of the team strength lay in lake fishing, so I concentrated on the river techniques where Peter

considered that my experience, particularly with grayling, would be most useful. Effectively,

over about a two-week period, we worked our way downstream as the waters from the

Carpathian range fell away down the San and into the Baltic-bound Vistula. Upstream of the

big dam at Solina we were in upland river territory, right along the frontier with Ukraine, which

surprisingly made Max feel rather comfortable – something to do with his ancestry! Here we

were hunting mostly trout, along with a few grayling and plenty of chub. We were able to hone

thin water techniques and I noticed just how strong both Joe and Jonathan were with the ‘leader-

to-hand’ technique, which has its origins in France and the rest of Europe. The rest of the team

were more comfortable with dry fly or duo rigs (nymph under dry), and I encouraged persistence

with these methods because I knew how effective they would be on the tail water sections below

the dams on the championship sectors.

When finally we got to have 'meaningful' sessions on the main river the learning curve was

exponential and the magic of fishing for big grayling, among plentiful trout, was realised. Every

day we experienced huge hatches of mayfly (danica), and observed how few trout (and no

grayling whatsoever) took the duns. There were vast clouds of gammarus shrimp in the river

and surely it was this abundance which was keeping many of the fish off the surface for long

periods. The caddis hatches were a little disappointing and had actually been diminished by the

floods. Even so, small ephemerid species made an increasing appearance and both trout and

grayling were caught in almost all areas on dry fly.

I will always lean towards dry fly if at all possible. Partly this is to do with the enjoyment of

single dry fly presentation, but largely because this is the most efficient, and easiest, way to

catch trout and grayling. Provided the fish are looking at the surface, evidenced by at least a

little rise activity, you can catch them on an appropriate dry presentation, and for most of the

spring, summer and autumn months, in clear or fairly clear water. I do not know of a single

European river where these species will not rise at any opportunity.

The Australian team looking very relaxed 
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One of the most useful tips about approaching a section of a large river like the San is to not be

overwhelmed by the scale and to not rush in order to cover all the water. Anglers more used to

fishing only for trout will often not pause for very long in one place, either catching the trout in

that position, or spooking them. With grayling this is nearly always a mistake, and I laboured

this point a lot with the team, mostly by example. Several times in practice, after the customary

briefing by Peter and advice from me, the team members ranged out quickly over a large area

of water (the San is between 70 and 200 metres in breadth on the tail water sections). On several

of these occasions I illustrated the better option of holding back, of observing a section of the

flow which appeared to be good grayling water, and then adopting a correct position in the river

such that much of this water could be fished with barely any foot movement. The ideal is to

have water within the 6 to 10 metre range upstream from the position where you are actually

standing in the river. You then have to steel yourself to wait until fish begin to show. On almost

every occasion this happened within a few minutes. Then it was a case of minor wading

adjustments to give a good angle of presentation (ideally 45 degrees, up and across) and placing

the fly on the drift path. This is unbeatable for grayling, which are much more precise in their

feed positions than are the aggressive and wandering trout.

In most circumstances accuracy is more

important with grayling than with trout, and

it is always best to move very slowly

through the river to avoid spooking fish.

While trout will make it clear very

obviously that they have been startled,

grayling are far more subtle and will

continue to show very close to the angler

without dashing for cover. These fish,

however, are nearly always spooked by

sudden movement. By pausing, resisting the

urge to cast, and perhaps dropping down

away from the fish a few metres, grayling

will usually soon come back on the feed.

The entire team went through the customary excursion into Czech Nymph technique, and I am

happy to report that they quickly found this of very limited use. Well, this technique is of limited

use on any river I know, being mostly restricted to obvious seam water between three and five

feet in depth. Of all the fish holding water on San, which is immense, there is very little that

really lends itself to this technique. In any case, Czech Nymph – which is another way of

describing the presentation of nymphs on short drifts almost under the rod tip – is best worked

with a team of three nymphs and in Poland we are limited to just two, by national rule. In terms

of nymph fishing we rather concentrated on double nymph and duo, sometimes – particularly

Joe and Staggy – with a leader-to-hand rig.

International competition is as much to do with the mentality of the protagonists as their pure

fishing skills. The 'competition mind' comes into play. I know some very good fly fishers,

perhaps with even greater skills in some areas than those possessed by top internationals, and

yet they are comparatively ineffective when it comes to competing. A really good team

competitor must have the skills but also a highly developed competitive character. I think that

as I grew older, it was the gradual loss of competitive edge, even in phase with an increase in

Joe nets Tom’s grayling on the upper San
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skills and experience, that suggested I retire from competition. We each of us need to know

when the time is right for this. What I observed last year in Poland was a team of highly

motivated individuals, meshed into the team cause, with varying levels of skills. I witnessed

some great moments of sharing. There was a bright day on the upper San in the national park

when the team fanned out over two or three miles of island-strewn river, searching the thin

waters for highly elusive trout and even scarcer grayling. I walked up behind Joe and Tom who

were paired together. We came to a lovely run just up from a cascade dropping into a pool. Joe

took a grayling on leader-to-hand almost immediately. He then passed the rig to Tom, because

it was clear that here there would be other grayling and Tom had not had a good time with this

species thus far in the campaign and was also relatively inexperienced with the method. I hung

back with the camera, watching and listening. It was a magical team moment. Joe talked through

the approach and one could observe Tom growing in confidence, even though the conditions

were rather hostile. Fishing at the six metre range, delicately placing the double nymph rig on

the flow lane and exploring the run, Tom saw the indicator slip away and, with rod held high,

set the hook into the biggest grayling caught that day. He followed this, all the time under Joe's

careful attention, with two further fish, and this from a pocket where most fly fishers would

have only spent a cast or two. The method, the men and the team drive had made this possible,

and from that moment I knew that team Australia was capable of proving what Craig Coltman

had indicated at the outset of our shared campaign.

Some days later, way downstream on the tail

water, I experienced another confidence

boosting performance, this time from Jonathan

Stagg. Again, he fished the leader-to-hand rig

that he and Joe in particular had taken to so

well. Peter had intended that I work closely

with Staggy on this technique, but after a few

minutes I hung back and let him roam freely. I

was hugely impressed as he nudged into

double figures, and then the 20s, with mostly

small, but measurable, trout. His poise and

pace through the water were perfect. The

indicator section bisected the surface as he led

the nymphs through the thin water, waiting for

the stab or hold of a take. It was immensely

impressive, and I remember thinking that I

could hardly do it any better, even with my

experience, and probably, in truth, I could not

do it so well.

Every single one of this team impressed us, in

different ways, and I could write a whole book

about this. It will have to wait for further

articles, because I need now to tell you

something of the championships that followed.

In the event the two lake sectors were not as good as they might have been. Lake Mizcowca is

not really, in all our views, worthy of being a World Championship venue. But it was used so as

to have the all-important still water sectors and was stocked immediately prior to the competition.

Tackling up for the first session 
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It might have been better if it had not been stocked.

The team by and large held their own here, mostly with

catches of one or two fish, but these were all-important

for saving the blanks which would have pushed the

team result right down the order. Everyone was most

impressed by the South African performance on these

lake sectors, because every member of their team

managed to achieve a sector win here. No other team

achieved anything like this.

After an April and May of floods, the San ran low and clear for the Championship, and quite

abruptly we experienced something of what this fabulous river can produce. It was not exactly

classic San, but there were hints. Caddis and small olives began to show and in the right sort of

water the fish inevitably rose at them. Throughout the days of the competition I was an

International Supervisor, given the task of closely watching the Polish competitors on Sector IV,

which actually produced the best catches among all the river sectors. I was also able to see the

Australian competitors both before and after the sessions, and sometimes during. And it was here,

on the river, that Craig's comment proved to be auspicious, because it was here that Team Australia

excelled. Of course there were a few blanks, because there were sections with very few fish in

them, particularly in the later sessions. But the aim was to minimise these. It’s not necessary to

have every member in the top three all the time, but having everyone on the score card in almost

every session is always going to keep you respectable. At this level, if not the podium then a place

in the Top 10 is the real aim. If you can make it into this area, it is a great performance. If a non-

European team can make it here, among the crack European teams, then it is outstanding. In the

event, while the top places were taken by the Czech, French, Slovakian and Polish teams, the

teams from South Africa, New Zealand and Australia all managed top ten positions, displacing

several teams that should have performed much better. And in a team that performed so uniformly

well, it might be difficult to pick out individuals for fear of being unjust about someone else's

performance. I will, however, mention Emilio's absolutely superb Day 2 afternoon result, following

a morning session in which he found himself on very poor water and suffering the dreaded blank.

Emilio had endured several sessions, both in practice and the competition, in which he had

struggled. On that afternoon, however, finding a pod of fish that competitors earlier had missed,

he applied his enormous subtlety to put together a high sector placing in a memorable performance.

On such single efforts, whole team championships can hang.

Joe put in a typically strong and consistent performance to end as second-placed Australian rod,

while Staggy stole the show by finishing as top Australian and 12th overall, having at one time

been lying in sixth place. But then the whole team excelled throughout, adapting to a river and

general fishing styles (and a species) which are unlike those met in the Antipodes. And to have

made it into the top ten, in such circumstances, is some measure of a team. Craig, the point is

proved. 

I really could go on and on, but might outstay my welcome in this publication; but I will write

much more about my experiences with the Australian national team. I have merely scratched the

surface in the above. This year we are together again (though astonishingly without Staggy) in

Slovenia, prior to the championship in nearby Italy, so I am bound to have more reams of material

to communicate with you all.

A superb San grayling
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Where Does Your Tasmanian Angling Licence Money Go? 
(from Sarah Graham, 

Marketing and Communications Consultant, Tasmanian Inland Fisheries Service)

My recent presentation to the Van Dieman Fly Fishers and Fly Tyers in Tasmania posed

the question ‘Where does your licence money go?’ This was partly a hook to catch

interest in how the Inland Fisheries Service is managing the Tasmanian trout fishery from a

business perspective (eg, its business structure, the proportion of its annual income made up

by licence sales, how it operates and key products). It was an opportunity to give examples of

how we’re investing in the fishery, to outline what’s been achieved in recent years, and to get

feedback on the job we’re doing. In conclusion, I raised the question of how you value your

angling licence, the worth of the fishery to you and the important role of the IFS.

The Business of the IFS

The IFS is a separate, autonomous State government authority, established under the Inland
Fisheries Act 1995. Under the Act, it is responsible for managing all inland waters and
freshwater fish species in Tasmania, covering the recreational fishery, commercial fishery,
pest fish and native fish. The Director is answerable to the Minister, with powers and
responsibilities of a separate legal entity. This provides a fair degree of autonomy, allowing
the IFS to manage its finances more as a business.

The IFS generates over half its annual income, none of which goes to consolidated revenue.
The IFS has a total annual income of about $4M. Of this, about $1.3M is provided by the
State government in a fixed annual payment (not indexed against CPI or wages) and around
$1.5M (37%) comes from angling licence sales. 

Annual expenditure is equivalent to income, with most spent on personnel (58%) and
operating costs, which are spread across all areas of management. An estimate of spending
directly on the recreational fishery is in the order of 50% - 65% of total income, well over
$2M per year and definitely more than the revenue generated from licence sales.

The implications are that the IFS must operate on a commercial basis to survive financially,
and must increase revenue to remain in surplus. Revenue from angling licence sales makes up
the largest proportion of our annual income. Hence, we are essentially in the business of
recreational fishing. From a marketing perspective, the key physical products are the fisheries
(the types and experiences each fishery has to offer) and the fish, and we sell the right to fish
via the angling licence. Therefore, our business imperative is to increase revenue from licence
sales by meeting the existing and future needs of anglers for fishing experiences. It’s
important that we satisfy anglers by providing a broad range of fishery types and invest in
developing the right products to expand the market.

In summary, your angling licence money is spent by us in managing the recreational fishery.
We are investing in the future of the fishery by enhancing and protecting existing values, and
developing products for the benefit of all anglers and the Tasmanian community. Our goal is a
vibrant and sustainable fishery – of a world class standard – the home of trout fishing in
Australia.
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Investing in the fishery

Your licence money helps the IFS to fulfill its management obligations. These include
planning and monitoring, stocking, improving infrastructure, protecting values through
research and intensive management programs, developing fisheries, reinvigorating others and
creating new ones, improving angler access to lakes and rivers and looking at ways to
continue to add value to the fishery. The following are some examples of these management
strategies to demonstrate what we’ve been achieving lately.

Planning for fishery development and management

Planning is essential for achieving management goals whether at a State, regional or
individual fishery level. It may be about planning specific management requirements
(stocking and regulations) to develop particular products or planning to provide a range of
fishery types and experiences (products).

At a State level, the Tasmanian Inland Recreational Fishery Management Plan 2008-18 sets
a blue print for the next ten years, identifying a range of fishery types to satisfy a broad range
of anglers. Some of these products include premium wild lake fisheries, blue ribbon wild
river fisheries, wilderness fisheries, trophy fisheries, family friendly or popular fisheries, and
event, junior and disabled angling waters and species-specific fisheries.

Regional planning was undertaken for the Western Lakes Wilderness Fishery in 2002 with the
aim of protecting the area’s wilderness fishery values through stocking and regulations. It
involved significant consultation with anglers and other land management agencies. The plan
was needed due to increased visitation since the early 1990s in order to maintain sustainable
catch rates, fish quality and overall angling experience. Natural recruitment of wild stocks is
the mainstay of the fishery and preservation of this status was a high priority in the plan. This
is maintained by adopting meaningful size limits and bag limits, in conjunction with a
prudent stocking regime.

Great Lake Fishery Management Plan is an example of planning on an individual fishery

Western Lakes angler 
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basis. Great Lake is the source of adult transfers and all our wild fish stock and it underpins
the stocking of waters in the Central Highlands. It is being developed (in the case of
rainbows) and maintained (in the case of browns) as the source of wild fish for stocking other
fisheries (eg Echo, Penstock, and Western Lakes, etc). Hence, the plan sets a priority to
develop the wild rainbow fishery and specifies the management requirements. As a result, it
has been stocked with 100,000 wild rainbows for the past three years, and tighter catch and
size limits have been set for rainbow compared with brown trout. 

Stocking management and wild fish production

Stocking is used primarily in waters that are not self-sustaining, where there’s little or no
natural recruitment or for particular promotional purposes. Fish stocks are either wild fish
stock grown at the IFS hatchery in New Norfolk to fry and fingerling stages, adult transfers
from Great Lake or domestic fish provided by commercial hatcheries. The type and size of
fish stocked depends on the management prescriptions for individual waters, which is based
on the State Plan and annual stocking program. For instance, wild fish stock grown at the IFS
hatchery or transfers of wild adult trout are used in highland areas to maintain premium wild
fisheries. Domestic fish are suited to put and take style fisheries, in popular waters offering
trophy size fish that are easy to catch. Stock is often donated by commercial hatcheries,
which have developed a good relationship with the IFS. 

The Service has invested in a modern hatchery to enable increased production of wild fish
stock. The new hatchery has overcome aquaculture problems at the Salmon Ponds which
resulting from its ancient design as a reticulated water system dependent on environmental
flows. The new hatchery is designed as a water recirculating ‘closed’ system, enabling control
of the environmental factors to provide optimal conditions for fish growth and health. This
has enabled us to grow fish to a larger size and match the size of fish to be stocked against the
threats within particular receiving waters (eg predation, competition). This increases the
survival of released fish and maximizes stocking effectiveness.

We have also been able to increase production of triploid wild fish by importing a hyperbaric
chamber from France, which is specially designed for producing triploid trout. Our aim is to
use triploid fish in waters that don’t provide for natural spawning when fish become egg
bound and stressed. Triploid fish are sterile and convert more energy directly into biomass
once mature, so they are ideal for stocking in trophy fisheries. The system was trialled
successfully on wild rainbow eggs last spring and will be used on wild brown eggs this year.

Stocking with triploids will be focused
first on Penstock Lagoon, Four Spring
Lake and Brushy Lagoon, and then
Currys River Reservoir, Waterhouse
lakes and Blackmans Lagoon in
coming years. Stocking at Penstock
Lagoon is to coincide with the switch
from adult stocking to juvenile brown
and rainbow trout in 2009. It has
received 10,000 of each species since
then but in coming years these will all
be triploid.

New IFS hatchery
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Improving fishery infrastructure

Enhancing values of existing fisheries through the development, upgrade or maintenance of
infrastructure is an ongoing job. This includes work on vehicle access roads, car parks, boat
ramps and dam walls at Brumbys Creek (upgrade of Fisheries Lane), Lake Catagunyah (boat
ramp, car park and road), Four Springs Lake (dam wall erosion protection), Lake Echo
(access road and boat ramp), Woods Lake (road upgrade) and Arthurs Lake (low level boat
ramp, dam wall boat ramp, navigational aids, groyne).

Woods Lake road upgrade is an example of
how improving access brought an
immediate increase in use and popularity,
and the development of a premium wild
fishery. Woods Lake road was upgraded
before the opening of the angling season this
year but it was significantly upgraded from
high clearance 4WD to 2WD in 2005-06. It
went from being under-used (it had never
appeared before in the top 15 most popular
waters) to debuting at position 4 in 2006-07,
with 2853 anglers – placing it above
Penstock, Little Pine, Four Springs, etc. It’s
now well established as our 3rd top premium
water with close to 6,000 anglers annually,
behind Arthurs and Great Lake. It’s fished
very well over the last three seasons with
catch rates averaging around 2.9 fish per
angler per day. The fishery and the lake’s
environmental values have recently been
protected under an MOU with Hydro which
will result in higher lake levels and help
prevent wind waves causing re-suspension
at low lake levels.

Arthurs Lake is the most popular trout fishery in Tasmania and maintenance of fishery
infrastructure is a priority. Works there in recent years have largely been in response to
environmental requirements, specifically lake levels. In partnership with Hydro Tasmania and
MAST, the IFS responded quickly to low levels reached in 2007-08 with the construction of a
low level boat ramp at Pumphouse Bay and installation of navigational aids. Recently,
improvements were made to the boat ramp at the dam wall and adjustments due to higher lake
levels required the building of a groyne and navigational beacon. An MOU between Hydro and
the IFS has now been developed which allows Great Lake to operate at a lower level, keeping
the level at Arthurs Lake in the preferred range for anglers and the environment.

Another priority is investing in infrastructure at fisheries that show significant potential for
the future, such as Lake Echo. This is a large water that is currently under-used and is
centrally located in a higher rainfall area. It has a good population of resident brown trout and
shows great potential as a premium fishery and source of wild fish. A boat ramp was
constructed to Middle Echo in 2002, but in 2008 a 3.5 km road to Large Bay and a boat ramp
were built. The improved access led to an increase in popularity from ranking at 14 in 2008-

Another access gate – improving angler access 
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09 to 10 in 2009-10, and it has maintained an excellent catch rates of between 2.38 and 2.77.
It is being developed as a wild rainbow trout fishery with stocking of 100,000 wild rainbow
fingerling at 20 gram last year and 50,000 in the previous year.

Reinvigorating fisheries

After recovering from drought conditions in 2008-09, certain fisheries in the South Eastern
region were ready to be reinvigorated by boosting fish stocks. Tooms Lake, Lake Leake, Lake
Dulverton and Craigbourne Dam were stocked after the lakes filled in 2009-10. This has
meant the return of several regionally important fisheries, particularly Craigbourne Dam
which is used as a popular family fishery and stocked for put and take. It has also helped to
maintain the dispersal of anglers and relieve pressure on premium highland waters such as
Penstock and Little Pine lagoons.

Restoring premium fisheries

Prior to 1995 when carp were discovered in lakes Sorell and Crescent, about 50% of anglers
fished at these waters which were both in the top 10 most popular waters. Sorell was a high
catch fishery while Crescent was our main trophy fishery. Since then, the State and Federal
governments have invested in the carp program with the goal of eradicating carp from the
State and major studies have been undertaken at both Lakes over the years, covering
ecological values, the science behind the water quality problems, native fish conservation and
preservation of the wetlands values.

Things have improved a lot this year, with water quality steadily improving. Both lakes came
within about 500 mm of spilling so that flooding is now more of an issue, particularly to
maintain the containment of carp. 

Sorell will remain closed this season and next to allow the carp team to focus on fishing
down the juvenile carp before they reach maturity. Crescent is open, meanwhile, and will be
restocked with juvenile trout. While a carp spawning occurred at Lake Sorell in 2009-10,
there has been no spawning in Lake Crescent, so we are 99% sure that carp have been
eradicated there.

Carp trap on Lake Sorrell – where removing the carp is a priority
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Creating new fisheries 

With the construction of dams for irrigation comes an opportunity for the development of a
new fishery, like Huntsman Lake. Huntsman is now ranked 13 after two seasons of being
opened (2008-09). We’ve found that it’s important to get in at the planning stage to compete
successfully with other recreational users and to look for opportunities to develop new
fisheries through partnerships with other agencies. For instance, we will be looking at the
Stone Hut development on the Ouse River next to Little Pine, which would flood back
towards Liawenee. This is a Hydro initiated development with potential to create another
Huntsman Lake.

Improving angler access and information

The IFS has focused on opening up access to sections of rivers in Tasmania, which have an
excellent angling reputation. Many are bounded by private land and access has been
negotiated with private land owners by way of formal agreements. The strategy also includes
identifying crown land and connecting blocks to access points, providing access to a whole
stretch of river. The works have involved installing gates, stiles, foot bridges and signs, as
well as removing angling hazards such as willows. 

Directional signs identifying fishing waters
off major highways have been installed at
various locations around the State, and
interpretive signs have been installed at all
the major angling waters. The interpretive
signs along with a series of brochures on
each of the popular fishing waters in
Tasmania, provide maps, and fishery and
fishing information.

What’s it all worth?

A full season licence costs you about 18 cents per day or $1.30 per week, and you can fish
every day if you want to. Your licence money doesn’t go to consolidated revenue but is used
by us in managing the fishery. Hence, it’s an investment in the future of the fishery as well
providing you with a seasonal benefit. This means that you’re investing in an asset worth
about $120M to the Tasmanian economy. We’re striving to protect and develop this asset, to
invest wisely and give you good value for money. Our business depends on it, and possibly
also the future of the fishery.

In the end, the value that you place on your right to fish here in Tasmania is probably more
than $1.30 per week. I would be interested in knowing more about what it’s worth and what
you actually spend, and in comparing our licence costs to those of other fisheries around the
world. Perhaps I’ll leave that for further research and a future presentation.

Lake Echo signs, showing access to a premium

but under-used fishery
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Big River Trip – Enoch Country Club 2011 report

(Report by Hamish Hughs)

Fourteen lucky members had a wonderful weekend away on the Big River at Enoch’s

Point, as guests of John Pilkington, from Friday April 29 to Sunday May 1. The weather

was at its glorious best. Everyone was treated to our beautiful countryside with the trees

losing their leaves in a kaleidoscope of Autumn colours. Over the weekend Pilks proved to be

a man of many talents.

Most members arrived on Friday. Some

caught fish in the Big River on the way in,

such as Angler Pilks, or at Enoch’s Point

itself, such as David Wakefield, Mick

Crewes, and then Hamish Hughes - just

before they sent out a search party to

retrieve him for dinner. Host Pilks had the

fires going, and various hot morsels such

as quail, schnapper and snags kept

appearing. Red wines were served as pre-

dinner drinks. More red wines were served

during dinner. And then for good measure

this was all washed down with more red

wines. The night promised to be cold so

many chose to help Joe Haslauer and

Wheels knock of a bottle of scotch as they

told lies around the fires.

We awoke to a bright and sunny Saturday and

hoped that our ladies had all enjoyed watching

the Royal Wedding. After breakfast David Wark

and newly engaged Zach Rogers joined us. Soon

most set off in various directions in search of

trout. Ghillie Pilks suggested appropriate waters

to those who needed guidance. Woodman Pilks,

with his trusty dog Ruffy and assistant Hugh

Maltby, went out to cut up fuel for the club fires

and kitchen. At lunch time Terry Rogers brought

Hamish back with a sizable tungsten beaded

nymph buried deep in the palm of his right hand.

Doctor Pilks numbed the wound with ice before

skilfully removing it with his father’s forceps.

Hamish could not believe that it came out so

cleanly, and had a beer to celebrate. Then Pastry

Cook Pilks returned to serving his delicious

sausage rolls before treating us to his famous

Enochs Point pizzas.

Visiting the falls on the Big River 

The chef’s assistants were Hugh Maltby and

David Wakefield 
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The anglers returned to the river whilst Master Chef Pilks and his assistant looked after

dinner. What a feast it was. Out of the full-sized pizza oven came three beautifully tender legs

of lamb together with roast veggies. (See club photographer Richard Kos‘s photo above of

the dinner in the oven.) Storyteller Pilks had us laughing uproariously over his jokes during

the main course before he served the traditional sticky date pudding. After a very successful

day on the Taponga River, thanks to his guide Bernard Holbery, Kevin Hindle then treated us

to some fine ukulele playing. Eventually we all retired to the comfort of our cabins - other

than Joe, who as usual braved the night out in the open in his swag.

Those magnificent legs of lamb cooking nicely 

Fishing at Enoch’s Point appears to be thirsty work 
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Most were up early on Sunday and some fished

before breakfast. After breakfast it was noted that

Rick Williams must have been doing well down on

the river as no one had seen him. Then Peter Boag

popped into his cabin and found Rick was still fast

asleep. Dog Trainer Pilks asked Ruffy to do his

Tucker Box pose for photographer Kossie. (See

photo). And then Tourist Guide Pilks showed

Bernard, Terry and Hamish around the old village,

the waterfall and the swimming hole. Bernard

could not resist the latter’s deep waters and

returned to catch a couple of trout before it was

time to say good bye to our host. 

Thanks Pilks, the man of many talents.

Cane Makers Day – Saturday June 18

This year we again have the prelude to

the main event (the VFFA Cane Day) in

Yarrambat for all those who have an

interest in making cane rods. We will

also have several new makers arriving

from both NSW and Victoria, full of

passion and enthusiasm after producing

their first rods.

We have had requests for a couple of

tutorials on the basics and Peter has

suggested a spotlight on one or two

techniques, such as fitting grips, or even

the use of the Morgan Hand Mill, should

we be able to get one over from Tassie

for the event.

Expect a hands-on day with a group of

makers passionate about producing cane rods with varying levels of expertise, willing to pass

on knowledge to the next group of makers. Open for all with an interest in the skills required

to produce the works of art we all enjoy fishing with. 

The day will start at 10:00 am in Yarrambat at the Northern Suburbs Fly-Fishing Club

clubrooms - Yarrambat Park Lake, Yan Yean Road, Yarrambat (Melways 184 F5) and will

run through till 3:00 pm, with Tea, Coffee and a BBQ provided.

Dog trainer Pilks and Ruffy 

Nick Taransky shows how it’s done
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Fly Fishing History

George Selwyn Marryat

On April 28, 1879, a chance encounter changed the entire course of fly-fishing history:

Frederic Halford dropped into John Hammond’s fishing shop in Winchester to buy some

flies. There was another angler in the shop and although Halford may not have known him by

sight, he would have known him by name, because the other fisherman already had a

formidable reputation as a dry fly man. Halford wrote very little about the event, but it must

have made a deep impression upon him, even allowing for the fact that he couldn’t have had

any idea of what would follow. It is easy to imagine the pair standing before the counter,

Halford extending his hand, and the expression on his face when the other was introduced as

George Selwyn Marryat. Later, Halford wrote that he was much impressed with Marryat’s

personality, and went so far as to admit that he was loath to leave the shop.

It is hard to think of any other encounter which has had more influence on the subsequent

course of fly fishing, with the exception perhaps of Izaac Walton’s meeting with Charles Cotton.

Between them, Halford and Marryat would change the face of dry fly fishing out of recognition,

developing patterns that catapulted it into the modern age. Fortunately, they were both in the

prime of their lives, perhaps at the peak of their intellectual and fly-fishing skills. At the time,

Halford was thirty-five years old, Marryat only a few years older.

Marryat is a shadowy figure, and unfortunately we know little

about him beyond anecdotes and a few references made by

Halford. He was presumably born in 1840 or 1841, since he won a scholarship to Winchester in

1854. After a period abroad with the army, he returned to England in 1879 and quickly built up

a reputation as a skilled dry fly fisherman. After Marryat met Halford in Hammond’s, the two

quickly became firm friends; a friendship which changed Halford’s life. In 1880, after Marryat

had taught him to tie flies, Halford took rooms at Houghton Mill, where the pair did everything

they could to set out as much as possible about the theory and practice of dry fly fishing.

Halford wrote that the motivation for the development of the series of dry flies to which he

subsequently devoted his life was the many discussions he had had with Marryat about the lack

of uniformity among the patterns sold in the shops:

“Not only did the sizes, the shapes and the colours vary among different fly-dressers,

but the same fly-tyer would make considerable variation in his flies, and at times a

dozen delivered by the same man as the same fly would contain several varieties. The

necessity of systematizing our artificial flies in this way impressed itself very strongly

upon us, and eventually I decided to publish a work on the methods of dressing the

flies, with a considerable number of patterns described and illustrated in colours.”

Halford’s first work, Floating Flies and How to Dress Them, was published in 1886. Halford

tells the reader that he drew heavily on Marryat’s natural talent and experience and he never

made any secret of the fact that he wanted Marryat to be joint author, but the latter, ever keen on

avoiding the limelight, declined. The extent of Marryat’s influence on Floating Flies can only be

guessed at, but it must have been immense, given that Halford had comparatively little

experience of fly-tying techniques – and, ironically, of fishing the Mayfly – at that stage.
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Indeed, in those early days, the majority of what Halford knew about fly tying was learned from

Marryat. Dr Thomas Sanctuary said, for example, that the idea of tying dry flies with paired

upright wings was Marryat’s, rather than Halford’s. Their collaboration seemed set to last for

many years, but sadly, Marryat died during an epidemic on February 14, 1896, and is buried in

Salisbury Cathedral. Many regard him as the most skilled dry fly fisherman that ever lived.

* This brief history on Marryat is one of many fascinating articles on fly fishing and is available

on a website titled www.flyfishinghistory.com and is part of a book written by Dr Andrew Herd

titled ‘A Fly Fishing History.’ Look it up – it makes very enjoyable reading. You might even feel

inclined to add his book to your collection!*

Andrew Braithwaite

Report from Way Out West
(A very brief note from our Warrnambool correspondent Jim Blakeslee)

I’ve been away for a while, so sorry for not responding earlier for the May newsletter.  When

the weather has been warm and still we’ve been into the trout - rising to ants and some good

black spinner hatches on the Merri and ants on Lake Gillear.  We’ve also had some good bags

of redfin from Gillear, including one session for 62 fish, mostly 3/4 lb up to 1½ lb. 

Guess what we will be having for one of the entrees for the WFFC annual dinner this year?  

Also, we are planning a Warrnambool Fly Fishing Club weekend of camping and fishing at

Lake Fyans for the last weekend in May. Hope the weather is nice to us. 

Tight lines to all,

Jim Blakeslee

End of Season Event
The 2011 Season Closing Day is at Dobsons on the Breakaway. 

Date:  Sunday, May 22 

We will again return to the Goulburn River for our season-ending trip to enjoy fishing,

friendship, and a self-catering BBQ. 

For those wishing to make a weekend of it we have reserved cabin accommodation at

the Breakaway Twin Rivers Caravan Park. This is a great location on the banks of the

Goulburn River at Acheron. In the past those who made it a weekend trip have had a

great time and even managed to fool a fish or two.

Hugh Maltby is convening this trip and would love to hear from you. 

He can be contacted on the following numbers:

Business: 9455 9017    Mobile: 0400 887 065    Home: 9459 2241
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Eildon Report
(The following report is from Mick Hall)

Mick provides some very encouraging news on the fishing in the Goulburn area. The

Goulburn itself is currently running at an ideal 500 to 600 mL per day (perfect for fishing)

and is likely to stay at this level until the end of the irrigation season in mid-June. The water

is crystal clear and duns are rising all day in many areas, with fish rising to them. ATF

president Rod Barford spent the weekend at the Breakaway and found large numbers of fish

rising all day. However as many of the duns coming off the water are small baetids, dun

patterns of sizes 16 or 18 are the required flies.

The Rubicon is also in excellent condition – sparklingly clear, at a good level, and fishing

well to all fly-fishing methods (though the water and air temperatures are now too low for

good evening rises). 

The Pondage is clear but the level a little too high at present for comfortable fly-fishing.

However after the middle of June it will drop and this fishery will then be a very attractive

option. A thousand browns were recently stocked, and Mick reports that the future policy will

be to stock 10,000 brown trout per year, along with brood stock and other special releases.

The Jamieson and upper Goulburn Rivers have also been fishing well in recent days. Travis

Dowling informed Mick that he fished the lower Jamieson over the Easter period and caught

numbers of smallish brown trout around the Gooley’s Bridge area. Other reports suggest that

the Howqua River is also fishing well.

The level of Lake Eildon is now at about 85% and this should guarantee water levels in the

district for at least the next 4 or 5 years. Accordingly a rumour on the local grapevine

suggests that some 75,000 brown trout will be released into the lake later this year. If this

happens then many of these fish will run up the feeder streams, and hence the Big, Upper

Goulburn, Jamieson, and Howqua Rivers will all hold good stocks of fish in the next few

years. 

And finally, Mick recently enjoyed a very pleasant week camping at Lake Fyans, where he

and his fishing colleague took some 60 fish, the smallest of which was about 1 kg. They

fished in the mornings and all the usual lake fishing strategies worked, windlanes and midge

hatches being particularly productive. 

ATF Report
The ATF has some excellent news to report. Following some persistent appeals and

submissions to the DSE over recent months by ATF representatives among other

stakeholders, a statement from the DSE has now appeared, outlining its official policy on the

Victorian fishery, including both salmonids and natives. 

The full statement can be found here: 
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http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/DSE/nrenpa.nsf/LinkView/A8B3E6A680BA818FCA257877

0001BC0367CCD57DCF675DBF4A256ACD00053942#full

and the Salmonid part is as follows:

“Introduced Recreation Fish Species: Salmon and Trout 

Generations of Victorians have enjoyed catching salmonids (trout and salmon) in the state’s

waterways. Not only is fishing for salmonid species a popular hobby, it supports a large

industry in regional Victoria. While salmonid fish can impact native aquatic fauna, they are

an important recreational species that permanently occur in many of our waterways. All

aquatic life benefits from healthy rivers and catchments, including good water quantity and

quality, complex food webs, appropriate habitat, and access for movement up and down

streams. Consequently there are joint benefits in managing waterways for both native fauna

and salmonid fisheries. In waterways where salmonids may impact on the viability of

important and highly endangered native species, fish populations will be considered in the

context of state and national conservation legislation and policy, and appropriate management

plans developed in consultation with recreational fishers.

While native fish remain DSE’s primary legislative responsibility, it is common for DSE and

CMAs to improve conditions for salmonids as a consequence of restoration works aimed at

providing healthy waterways which assist in the recovery of native fish populations. One

such example of mutual gain is the more than ten years of work carried out by the Goulburn

Broken CMA along the upper Goulburn River. While the CMA was using DSE resources to

improve the general condition of the river by fencing and revegetating the stream banks, and

by controlling willows, at the same time, the CMA was using resources from the Fishing

Licence Grant Program (managed by DPI) to improve access for anglers and build artificial

habitat works along the stream.”

This statement is a significant step forward in the official acceptance of our trout fishery.

The UK Report
(from our UK correspondent, Phil Bailey)

Phil says that he has not yet got back into the UK fishing

scene yet, so it would be unfair to put in a report. In any

case, he suggests that the fishing has been poor due to the

low state of rivers following months without much rain. So

instead of a fishing report he has attached an article on a fly

which is being used to great effect both in the UK and in

Italy.

This fly, the L’Ombra (the Shadow Fly), is quite different and

rather intriguing, so it is published this month as our Fly of the Month.

Thank you Phil.
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NSW Report

(from VFFA member and fishing guide David Mozina)

It’s on! The browns are starting to spawn.

Some light showers, dustings of snow, sub-zero overnight temperatures, frosts and fog have

all seen the fishing action explode. The browns are starting to make their way up the streams

and more action can be seen on a daily basis. Fishing a dropper rig is still working well, with

the majority of trout caught being male rainbows. The browns caught have been larger though

these have been mostly drawn out when finding the “action”.

The usual nymphs (my favourites continue to be those tied with a hackle and a good dob of

epoxy – get the drift!) are taking the lion’s share of the fish whilst those not opposed to using

glo bugs will clean up. Remember during this period to wade slowly, and check the banks

looking for overhanging branches/dead branches and the back end of the pools just before the

rapid starts - this is where you will pick up that fish of a lifetime. Don’t forget your polaroids.

And if you think you are “hearing things” whilst out on the water you probably are. The noise

from the browns doing their thing will get your attention.

Despite the colder weather of late and odd

shower/dusting, autumn has seen the driest spell of

weather for sometime. We have still been catching

good fish on dries (MK duns, Stockdale’s) and there

have usually been the odd rise and hatch occurring

during the warmest parts of the day. Even when rises

have been minimal a well-presented dry will drag a

trout up.

Remember the regulations – one fish only and it must

be over 50cm. Better still, take a nice photo and let

that trout go to enjoy itself!

With about a month to go this season, it would have to

have been one of the best. Challenging early on with

the wet conditions and extremely high water levels but

the fishing has been tremendous.

Be well and wade safely.

David Mozina – Match the Hatch fly fishing

www.matchthehatch.com.au and                                    

(02) 6457 8342, or mobile: 0458 548565

Fishing the Thredbo River 

Young Alex with a magnificent rainbow
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Latrobe Valley Subscriptions
Members will recall that a few years ago the Latrobe Valley Fly-Fishers invited VFFA

members to take up an Associate Membership of the Latrobe Valley Club. The Latrobe

Valley members have access to a large number of dams in the Thorpdale area and many

of these have been stocked with trout, providing some excellent stillwater fishing within

a reasonable travelling distance from Melbourne.

A number of members took up this offer and became Associate Members of the LVFF

Club. A recent note from their treasurer reminds us that subscriptions are now due, and

those keen to continue their membership are asked to pay a very modest $35 (nearly all

of which will be used purchase fingerlings and yearlings to maintain the fish stocks in

the dams. Please note the correction – the April newsletter incorrectly stated that the

Associate Membership for VFFA members was $50!) 

The treasurer, Darrel Brew, suggests that a quick and simple way to pay subscriptions is

by electronic transfer, which avoids bank charges. Please provide your name on the

transaction for proof of payment and to receive a receipt. 

Account Name:  Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers

BSB: 013-745

Account No:  259082009

Conversely a cheque payable to Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers could be posted to Darrel,

whose address is Mr D. Brew, Treasurer, Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers, 2 Urbahnf Crescent,

Morwell, 3840

SUNDAY 19th JUNE 2011

RED TAG POOL

FAIRFIELD PARK

It’s approaching fast - the day when no 

cane rod should be left at home alone.

Bring your dear old friend,and admire someone else’s.

Come and talk to some of Australia’s best Cane Rod Builders.

Barbeque lunch and coffee provided.

Be there – 9:00 am till 1:00 pm.

For further details contact:

David Grisold: 9459 4401 (home) or 0419 558 462 (mobile)

VFFA CANE DAY 2011



28  VFFA MAY 2011 

FLY OF THE MONTH

When you’re fishing and guiding on rivers four days a week, you get to watch the

behaviour of a lot of flies and casts. I am constantly reminding clients to “pick it up

and cast again, because the fly dragging”. Very rarely do they see the minute change

in the flotation of the fly. Sometimes you only get a few centimetres in a drift before

‘micro-current’ sets in and the fly is rejected. It isn’t drifting naturally.

So why is this? There are a couple of inherent problems in getting a dry fly to drift

naturally. Firstly, the fly has a line attached to it and this restricts a free drift. Even if

you have some loose tippet the water still affects the fly. 

Secondly, the design of traditional flies causes them to be impacted by drag. Take a

standard tying, where we have a body wrapped around a fine hook with a gape

hanging down below. In my view we have thus created a ‘boat-shaped’ object that, by

its nature, will be impacted by the small currents as the body sits right in the water. A

natural fly doesn’t - it sits on top of the water.

Add a hackle (in the traditional

manner) and you have created a

‘barge’. Nowadays, most anglers are

using ‘parachute’ style flies. While the

hackle design removes the ‘barge’

element, it does more to push the body

further into the surface. Thus creating

further drag problems.

L’Ombra (the Shadow Fly) – provided by Phil Bailey
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Either way you end up with a boat and a

keel with a towrope (the leader) attached.

Over the past couple of years I have been researching and developing a pattern that begins

to overcome some of these problems. About two years ago I watched Terrenzio Zandri

produce a fly from a ‘loom’ rather than a vice at the UK British Fly Fishing International

Show. He incorporated the hook into the pattern in such a way that it simply hung loosely

underneath. I felt that this was a major breakthrough in producing a pattern that would

reduce micro drag. The problem was that it still had a large hackle sitting in the water. The

flies were complex but a thing of beauty though.

I then came across a pattern called ‘the Umbrella’. Now this was getting closer but it

required special hooks. These hooks have a “Z” at the top and the fly is tied so that all of

it (hackle included) sat above the water. It certainly was a simple fly to tie, but I was still

unhappy about the way that it sat in the water. The hook was actually hanging down at a

45O angle.

So I started experimenting. The criteria that I set for the fly were that it had to be capable

of being tied on small gape hooks, and the hook had to hang straight down, similar to that

of Terrenzio’s pattern. (This is because I felt that the ‘micro-current’ did not impact on the

fly as much when it was in that position). It also had to be simple to tie, yet robust enough

to withstand many fish. Finally, it had to satisfy what I call the three ‘trigger points’ for a

fish to take it. I had to -

(a) create a realistic shadow; 

(b) create the insects ‘foot prints’; and 

(c) Have a set of wings proportionate to the actual fly which the fish would see as a
realistic insect.

The result was a fly I have called L’Ombra (which is Italian

for ‘shadow’). This pattern is now starting to work well for

me in all sorts of hatches. I tie it in a range of sizes from 14

down to 20 and simply select the right size to ‘match the

hatch’. I don’t bother with having different colours, as it is

not necessary to do so. The fly here is a size 20.
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Materials:

Hook:  Partridge light wire nymph hook (BIN 14, 16 18 & 20) this is important as

the hook needs to hang a fair way below the fly for ‘hook up’

Thread: Uni Thread Trico 17/0

Wing: Two natural CDC tips tied back to back

Body: Natural CDC feather tied “Wonder wing” style. 

Hackle: Genetic dun saddle hackle

Tying Procedure:

STEP 1:

Select a hook and place it into the vice, as you would

normally do so to tie a standard pattern. Add 5 to 6

turns of the thread:

STEP 2:

Take two CDC feathers and match the points:

STEP 3:

Tie these in pointing forward over the eye of

the hook and clip off the excess. Make sure

they are proportionate to the hook size and the

natural. For example 10mm is sufficient for a

size 20 hook. 
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STEP 4:

Prepare the body. You need to select a CDC feather

where the barbules at the point where they are long

enough to create tails. At the point where you want the

tails to be, pull the remaining barbules backwards

towards the feather butt.

Now ‘clip out’ the bottom section at a point which is

relative to the natural insect size: As a general rule, a size

14 = 1cm from where you want the tail to form. This is

an important step as it allows you to pull the body

upwards once you have tied it in.

STEP 5:

You need to take care at this stage. Loosely tie the

CDC body feather in at the base of the wings at the

point where the tails will form. Then slowly and

firmly pull the feather through the thread until you

reach the point where the stem was cut. You will feel

this as the threads slide off the stem. It helps to hold

onto the thread and keep a little pressure on it. You

should have a ‘wonder wing’ body. Tie the body

hackle off with a few tight turns and clip off the

excess and then clip out the tip to create the tails. You

can then push the body forward towards the wings.

STEP 6:

Now you are ready to prepare hackle. Two important

points (a) make sure you use a quality saddle hackle. The

stem is thinner and reduces bulk. (b) You need to select a

hackle that is two sizes larger than the hook. This makes

sure that the fly sits correctly on the water. Take three or

four wraps of the hackle back towards the body and tie

off immediately under the body. The hackle points

should be sloping towards the hook eye.

So there you have it. An l’Ombra shadow fly.
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LIBRARY NEWS
All members should remember that the Mick Martin Memorial Library is one of the most

extensive collections of fly-fishing literature in Australia. It is valuable in its own right

but is a great asset to members wishing to expand their knowledge or who simply enjoy sitting

by the fireside and vicariously enjoying the exploits of others. In addition, the library boasts a

number of videos on trout fishing. Our librarian Marty Rogers will be available prior to each

general meeting to assist members wishing to borrow books or videos.

The library is divided into three parts.

Part 1    Books available for loaning to members.

Part 2    Books available for reference only and not to be taken from the library.

Part 3    Books bequeathed to the Association and not to be taken from the cabinet.

V.F.F.A. ITEMS FOR SALE
               The Association has the following quality items for sale:

               Book “Geehi to Great Lake” ................................................$45.00 each

               Columbia Shirts ....................................................................$70.00 each

               Polarfleece jacket with VFFA logo.......................................$40.00 each

               Association ties (blue or maroon) ........................................$35.00 each

               Cloth badges...........................................................................$7.00 each

               Diaries ....................................................................................$2.00 each
               The Australian Trout by Jack Ritchie .......................................$20.00 

               (Special offer – buy one, get one free!)

               V.F.F.A. car stickers ...............................................................$2.00 each

Members wishing to purchase any of these items should contact 

Hugh Maltby prior to the monthly General Meeting on telephone 9455 9017.

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2010 Annual Dinner:

• Armadale Angler • Aussie Angler • Australian Fishing Network • Bernard Holbery

• Compleat Angler Box Hill • Compleat Fly Fisher Melbourne 

• Daniel Hackett, RiverFly, Tasmania • Fly Life Publications • J M Gillies 

• Lowes Furniture • Mayfly Tackle • Mick Hall • Michael Steven’s Publishing •

Millbrook Lakes Lodge • Nick Taransky - Bamboo Rod Maker • Peter Hayes,

Cressy • Pro Angler Fishing Tackle • Ray Brown, Onkaparinga Flies & Cane Rods
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OVERDUE BOOKS
Our librarian reports that a number of members have failed to return library books on time.

Could all those book loving members who have failed to return books promptly do so.


