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April Meeting — Anthony Forster

Some 35 members gathered at the Kelvin Club on April 15
to hear our advertised guest speaker — Travis Dowling, the
newly appointed ‘Director of Fisheries Management for
Victoria.” Unfortunately Travis was a late apology; his boss
(the State Premier) required his presence at Horsham on the
same day for the opening of the Wimmera-Mallee Pipeline
Project. So Travis sent Anthony Forster, his Inland Fisheries
Manager, to speak in his place.

As it turned out, Anthony proved an excellent stand-in. He had
prepared the PowerPoint presentation that Travis was to use, so
was thus fully conversant with the material. Anthony soon
demonstrated that he had a comprehensive and expert
knowledge of all aspects of the State’s inland recreational
fishery. He spoke with warmth and enthusiasm and displayed both sympathy and concern for
the interests of trout anglers. At the end of the evening there were a number of very
appreciative and complimentary comments from members thanking Anthony for his
presentation. For many years trout anglers in this State have felt under siege. Perhaps now
there is some cause for optimism for the future of our Victorian trout fishery.

Anthony began with an overview of recent recreational fishing initiatives, such as the State
Government’s $13.5 million commitment to the “Enhanced Recreational Fishing Program”
which includes the “Adopt-A-Stream” grants program, an increase in fish stocking by 30%,
a new native fish production facility to be built at Snobs Creek, and a serious attack upon
fisheries crime. It also includes improved angler access in priority areas, the provision of
‘fish cleaning tables’ in a number of popular fishing locations, the development of new
fisheries, and — most importantly — the classification of Victorian inland waters as
“salmonid”, “native” or “mixed”. Another important initiative being delivered by Fisheries
Victoria and relating to inland fishing is the “Go Fishing In Victoria” program.

Recreational fishing is big business. A report by Ernst and Young indicated that in 2008/09
some 721,000 Victorians participated in recreational fishing, spending in the process some
$2.3 billion annually and creating employment for 5,200 Victorians. The economic value to
the North-east region alone, where some of our best trout streams are located, is estimated at
$173 million per year.

The “Go Fishing in Victoria” program, costing $3.2 million over 4 years (2006 — 2010), is
designed to improve recreational fishing facilities and infrastructure, and promote
opportunities for fishing as a family activity. It has three components — Premier Lakes and
Family Fishing Events, Premier Rivers, and “Go Fishing in Victoria” products.

The Premier Lakes include Lillydale Lake, Eildon Pondage, Kennington Reservoir
(Bendigo), Hyland Lake (Churchill) and Jubilee Lake (Daylesford). These waters receive
stockings of rainbow trout over 1 kg in size in addition to advanced yearlings. The
involvement of families is encouraged by the provision of toilets, BBQ facilities, picnic
tables, access for disabled anglers, and playground equipment at these lakes.
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The “Go Fishing in Victoria” program also organises ‘“Family Fishing Festivals”, held each
year at the Premier Lakes and other family friendly lakes as ‘fun days’, when families and
kids can learn to catch a fish. These are run in partnership with VRFish, local angling clubs,
shires, and Fishcare volunteers. Thus far over 4,500 children have participated at these
events.

The “Premier Rivers” include selected stretches of the Goulburn, Hopkins and Kiewa rivers,
with fishing in these rivers enhanced and promoted through the production of Information
Packages and a major launch event conducted for each river. (The Upper Goulburn Premier
River Launch is on Saturday, May 29, and all VFFA members are welcome to attend. See
details in this newsletter).

The “Enhanced Recreational Fishing Program” follows a Government election commitment
to recreational fishing, and $13.5 million will be spent at a number of locations around the
State to improve recreational fishing opportunities and facilities. Angler access has already
been improved through boat ramp works at Lake Purrumbete, and improved access tracks
along the Howqua and Jamieson Rivers and at Aringa Reservoir near Port Fairy. Works to
improve access to a range of other sites is also underway.

The Guide to Inland Angling Waters has recently been comprehensively updated and a new
on-line version is now available at
http://new.dpi.vic.gov.au/fisheries/recreational-fishing/inland-angling-guide.

(Editor - I checked the site —
the link does indeed provide
quite detailed descriptions of
the waters in all of the State’s
river basins).

New fisheries are being
developed. The Nagambie
Lakes are being stocked with
50,000 Murray cod and
200,000 golden perch, bass
will again be stocked in a
number of waters, a trial trout
cod fishery is being

established in Lakes Kerferd
and Sambell near

Beechworth, and trout will be
stocked in Devilbend Reservoir
on the Mornington Peninsula. Other initiatives include the re-establishing of the Macquarie
perch breeding program, development of a catfish breeding project, and (particularly relevant
to trout anglers) enhanced stocking of trout into the Goulburn River below Eildon, with
10,000 trout per year to be stocked in the section between the Pondage and Molesworth.

A new Native Fish Production Facility is to be developed at Snobs Creek, which will expand
the production of Murray cod, golden perch, trout cod and Macquarie perch. Some $1.3
million has been allocated for this, and construction is expected to commence in 2010.
Salmonid production will also be enhanced through an upgrade of the salmonid hatchery.
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Fish stocking is being increased, with Fisheries Victoria stepping up the stocking of
salmonids and natives by 30% over four years. In 2008 over 1.2 million fish were stocked
into our State’s inland waters, and in 2009 this was increased to more than 1.8 million fish.
The stocking of fish into our lakes and rivers is guided by a number of principles and
criteria. Trout are stocked in suitable waters where permission is given by the managers of
the resource (eg Central Highlands Water, etc), and where self-sustaining populations don’t
exist or could be augmented. Translocation guidelines need to be met and the public value
must outweigh the cost of stocking. The productivity of the water, its popularity with
anglers, its ‘proximity to similar angling opportunities’ and the level of angler access are
other factors that guide stocking decisions.

A major step forward in improving our trout fishery is the Stream Classification model,
where Fisheries, in consultation with various stakeholders, are classifying rivers, streams and
impoundments as ‘native’, ‘salmonid’ or ‘mixed’ fisheries. This model will be applied across
the state by June 2010 and will be an important tool in promoting and developing Victoria’s
inland fisheries.

The “Adopt-A-Stream” proposal provides dollar-for-dollar funding to interested groups to
conduct habitat rehabilitation work on their local stream to improve recreational fishing.
Works already completed or underway involve the Tambo River, Nicholson River, Aringa
Reservoir, Yarra River at Warburton, and the Nariel Creek. There are also plans for a state-
wide angler clean-up day (planned for September 2010).

In concluding his presentation, Anthony indicated that Fisheries management directions for
future action will include more comprehensive engagement with anglers across regional
Victoria. There will be new and more diverse fishing opportunities, promotion of ‘cross
jurisdictional collaboration’ (so, for example, a Victorian fishing licence could be used in
NSW), the encouragement of ‘angler advocacy’ for improving environmental flows and fish
habitat, improvements in the effectiveness of fish stocking through scientific research, and
resuscitation of the Chinook Salmon fishery.

In summary, he suggested that there was now unprecedented Government support for
recreational fishing (more than $16million spent over 4 years), with the promotion of both
increased involvement and better fishing. The infrastructure upgrades at Snobs Creek will
realise long-term benefits in fish production and fish breeding.

Questions from members:

Hamish Hughes asked how much money was raised from angling licences. Anthony’s
answer - about $5 million, from which funds are distributed across a range of initiatives,
commercial fisheries buy-backs, grants, industry representation, sales commissions and
administration. This question promoted a number of comments along the lines that the cost
of a Victorian licence was very low, and most members would happily pay more if it resulted
in better fishing.

Dermot O’Brien asked to what extent Fisheries looked to Tasmania and New Zealand for
ideas on the management and development of our fishery. We were assured that this does
happen, and Fisheries was particularly interested in fisheries management in New Zealand,
although the physical environment of the fisheries there was quite different to that in
Victoria.
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Wayne Sanderson commented that he was greatly encouraged by the focus on encouraging
children to get involved in recreational fishing, and he also felt that it was great to see some
positive statements about trout coming from Government Departments. Anthony reminded
members that DSE management are looking to work more closely with anglers and are
working on a positive statement about the State’s trout fishery.

Bernard Holbery asked about the possibility of stocking trout in some of the streams badly
affected by recent fires. Anthony responded by indicating that Eildon Lake has been heavily
stocked with brown and rainbow trout and the Goulburn is now receiving increased
stockings. A fisheries stock assessment is soon to be conducted in the Howqua River.

A question was asked about carp in our Victoria waters, to which Anthony assured members
that carp were badly affected by the drought, and their biomass has fallen. But they may
prosper again when the drought breaks.

Finally Rex Hunt asked about the possibility of changing the date for closing the trout
fishing in Victorian rivers. In Tasmania the season closes at the end of April but in Victoria
anglers can still fish through the month of May, thereby potentially removing our vital
breeders. This led to a discussion on the difficulties we have in Victoria in policing our
regulations. Anthony indicated that compliance officers are impacting on fisheries crime,
particularly through their focus on tackling ‘high impact organised crime’. He gave the
example of one felonious operator in the north of the state who was suspected of illegally
taking 9 ton of Murray cod in one year.

At the end of the evening Anthony was given a long and very generous round of applause
for his excellent and very encouraging presentation.

New Zealand Trip

Members are reminded that the planning and
organization of our major annual trip to the South
Island of New Zealand starts early in the year.
Dates, flights, accommodation and numbers have
to be settled quite soon. The New Zealand trip has
tentatively been scheduled for two weeks - the last
week of November and the first week of
December. The program will either be a week at
Athol followed by a week at Nokomai, or a week
at Athol followed by a week at Wanaka,
depending on the expressed preferences of
interested participants.

Rick Dugina will again be convening this trip, so
potential participants are asked to ring him on

0401 963 601 in the next few weeks to indicate
their interest.
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President’s MIessagc e

We had a very good turn up for the April monthly meeting,
with a good number enjoying dinner at the Kelvin before the
meeting. Our guest speaker was originally scheduled to be
Travis Dowling, Director, Fisheries Victoria, but because of
‘commitments’ on the day, the opening of the Wimmera-
Mallee Pipeline Project, he was unable to be in Melbourne for
the evening. Anthony Forster, Inland Fisheries Manager,
filled in for him, and filled in very well indeed

Anthony gave us a very good PowerPoint presentation,
providing a wealth of material very clearly and succinctly. He
covered many issues including compliance matters, stocking,
stream classification, habitat and water flow, the latter in
conjunction with DSE. A report of his presentation appears in
this newsletter, and it is worthwhile taking the time to read it.
It is a pleasure to report we can feel more confident than we
have for a very long time in Fisheries Victoria’s efforts towards the wellbeing of our sport.
Anthony’s presentation gave those present a feeling that things have turned for the better,
with many new and very positive directions.

Anthony was pleased with the good feeling on the night and commented to me that “it
makes it easier when you have a good story to tell”.

We have a very good relationship with both Fisheries Victoria and the Tasmanian Inland
Fisheries Service, which I believe to be of value to the VFFA.

There were two ‘brand new’ members and two recently joined members who attended a
monthly meeting for the first time, and on a personal note, it gives me great pleasure to
welcome new members to their first meeting

The closing weekend at Ray Butterworth’s Tranquil Rises will be held on the weekend of

May 22 & May 23 (details appear elsewhere in the newsletter). Only a short drive from
Melbourne, it is always a very enjoyable weekend. Some of us even fish, whether in Ray’s
dams or in the King Parrot Creek, which has been fishing well, notwithstanding damage
from the fires of February 2009. If unable to stay overnight, come up for a fish for the day.

Another date for your diary is the Dinner with Partners on June 10; always an enjoyable
evening. Further details can be found in this newsletter.

Cane Day is Sunday, June 20, and is also advertised in the newsletter. [ am giving it an extra
promotion as I can speak personally that as a direct result of attending a Cane Day some
years ago that I now fish with a Peter McKean rod and have a Nick Taransky cane rod on
the way. The rods being made today are a delight to fish with, and there is nothing nicer that
catching a trout in a small stream on a 7’ to 7°6” 3 or 4 weight cane rod.

For those interested, it is preceded by a Cane Makers’ Day on the Saturday; once again
further information appears in this newsletter.

6 VFFA MAY 2010



Tasmanian-based VFFA stalwart, Don Urquhart, is feeling very chuffed with himself. He
recently qualified as a Certified Casting Instructor (C.C.1.) from the Federation of Fly
Fishers. However, there is no truth in the rumour he intends taking up back country and
small stream guiding.

September elections for the new Council will come around quickly. If there is anyone who
feels they would be able to make a contribution, and would like to be considered for
Council, now or in the future, please feel free to contact and discuss it with me.

Craig Little from Tasmania is our guest speaker for the May meeting. He brings with him a
wealth of fishing experiences and it promises to be an interesting evening. Dinner at the
Kelvin before the meeting is always a good start and I look forward to seeing a good turn up
for the evening.

Tight Lines,
Peter Boag

May Meeting: Guest Speaker — Craig Little

Craig hails from Tasmania, and worked as a deck hand on a tuna fishing boat in the early
1970s. In 1975 he started fishing for trout, and began chasing them with a fly rod in 1977.
He suggests that he was ‘exceedingly fortunate’ in that he fished Lake Pedder, Lagoon of
Islands, Lake Sorell, Blackmans Lagoon and Tooms Lake when these famous trout fisheries
were at their best. He began working as a professional trout fishing guide in 1985, running
his business out of a caravan parked at Lake Pedder. He spent more time fishing Pedder than
anyone else, though also guiding in other areas throughout Tasmania.

Whilst fly-fishing is Craig’s first love, he finds other methods of trout fishing productive too
- especially ‘fish cakes’ trolled before dawn and after dark. In the past ten years he has taken
eight trips to remote areas of the Northern Territory and tropical Queensland, and has fished
from Bamaga at the tip of Cape York to the Moyle River in the West of the Northern
Territory. These trips have included fly-fishing and spin fishing in the King, Goomadeer,
Tomkinson, Liverpool, Mann and Daly Rivers.

In Tasmania he has targeted Atlantic Salmon in the southern rivers, especially the Esperance
and Huon, and is something of a pioneer in this style of fishing. He has also given a lot of
attention to Lake Burbury after it was flooded, and describes the sight fishing in the wind
lanes there to feeding fish as “mind blowing”.

Craig looks forward to meeting us at the May meeting, on May 20, and will bring along
various flies, photos, fish cakes, and other items to illustrate his presentation.
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From the
EDITOR’S DESK

ne of the many captivating aspects of fly fishing is that there is always so much more to learn.

No matter how long we’ve been waving a fly rod around, there are always new places to fish,
new flies to tie, new techniques to explore, new items of equipment to investigate ... It never ends,
and that’s one of its many charms and delights.
My fly fishing education was broadened over the recent ANZAC weekend, when Peter Dixon,
Captain of the Australian Fly Fishing Team, very patiently tutored me in some new skills. Peter was
the guest speaker at last year’s Christmas Dinner, and in a conversation we had during the evening he
asked me where I fished. I indicated that Melbourne’s Yarra River saw me reasonably often. Peter
then confessed that while he has fished rivers and lakes all over the world, our local stream is one
he’s never actually investigated. So we agreed that perhaps I could show him a bit of the Yarra at
some convenient time. An email from Peter in the week prior to ANZAC day indicated that the
Monday holiday was a possibility. So we ventured out.

Up near Launching Place the Yarra has some glorious sections with long ripply runs, and Peter
attacked these with his Czech nymphing set up. He used a 3 weight rod that was close to 11 foot in
length, and set up a leader that was 25 foot long with a short length of bright orange line tied in as an
indicator. He tied on two weighted nymphs, and used these to systematically and thoroughly comb
each section of river. It was fascinating to watch. The long rod enabled Peter to lead the nymphs
downstream slightly faster than the current, and both of us focused our full attention on the indicator
as it twitched and bobbed, transmitting the progress and fate of the point nymph as it trundled along
the bottom. Unfortunately we encountered conditions that were far from ideal. The area we fished
had been flogged to a foam by the weekend holiday makers, the rain of a few days earlier had the
water running high and fast and almost too dirty to fly fish. Despite these adversities Peter caught
fish and missed others as well. It was very instructive to watch a skilled exponent demonstrating his
wares, and I could understand just how effective this method would be in the right conditions.

Peter also suggested that a casting technique I would find useful in this river was the Spey cast, and
he took my rod and demonstrated rather neatly how it worked. I was a willing but rather slow
learner, and my Spey casting didn’t make huge progress that day. But Peter was right — this is a very
useful cast for situations where bankside vegetation makes backcasting precarious. I have since I’ve
searched out a pile of material and ‘You Tube’ clips on Spey casting (yes Google is a wonderful
thing!). The hype was very convincing. One web-based document assured me that “once mastered
the Spey cast requires much less effort to pick up a line than the normal overhead cast. It is also
quicker to change direction, so the fly is in the water longer. Spey casting is also safer and creates
fewer wind knots. It is also a thing of great beauty. The skill, timing and moves are graceful to watch
and extremely satisfying to perform. It is more akin to art or poetry than a way to get a fly into a
river.” The same article informed me that this cast has generated a host of variations. Thus in a
downstream wind I could use the double Spey, the snake roll, the Skagit double (with or without a
perry poke), the turbo double or the underhand Spey over the downwind shoulder. If on the other
hand the wind was upstream, there were even more varieties and possibilities. I’'m sold and I will
press on - Mel Krieger’s DVD (The Essence of Spey Casting) assures me anyone can master the Spey
cast — even me. As I suggested, there’s no end to the new things you can learn in this fly fishing
enterprise.

In the meantime, we would certainly wish Peter Dixon and his Australian Fly Fishing team all the
very best as they travel to Poland to compete in the World Championships in June.
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For those of us remaining behind,
and who are perhaps looking for
some additional places to fish, Philip
Weigall’s new book — Fly Waters —
is now available. It provides a
comprehensive guide to the trout
streams and lakes of Victoria and the
Snowy Mountains. Being completely

. _' P e revised and updated, it gives up to
VICTORIA & SNOWY MOUNTAINS- & date details of some 200 trout fishing
DI IIY W“WEI @ o [ } locations, with maps, best times to

3 Af — visit, recommended flies and fishing

: tactics, and a host of other useful
hints. So if you are looking for some
new streams or lakes to investigate,
or could do with some expert advice
and insights on how to more
effectively fish places you already
know, then Philip’s book will be
invaluable. The photos alone are a
fabulous feature, so this will be a
very useful addition to your library
by one of our top trout guides and a
very supportive VFFA member.

.

Lyndon Webb

Cane Makers Day - Saturday June 19

Cane makers’ day is coming

Again this year cane makers classes will be held at the
Northern Suburbs Fly Fishers Club, at Yarrambat Park.
For further information please contact
Andrew Connell on 0418 530 073
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Advance Notice - the June and July Guest Speakers

June Speaker — Glen Eggleton

Glenn Eggleton is the author of the recently published: “Jet-Fly: The Life and Flies of Noel
Jetson”. Noel was Australia’s first full-time professional fishing guide, and Glenn fished
with Noel as a client for many years. Apart from writing Noel’s biography, Glenn (who is
now retired) was a lawyer at Clayton Utz for 35 years and Managing Partner of the firm for
eight years. He now spends his time fishing, predominantly in Tasmania and New Zealand.

He will speak to us on the life and times of Noel Jetson, and will show a film made in 1979
by the Tourism Department of Tasmania to promote fly fishing in Tasmania. The film
features Noel’s work as a guide, and shows him guiding six American Anglers - Al
McClean, Mel Krieger, Jerry Gibbs, Keith Gardner, Frank Bertaina, and Bob Nauheim (all
prominent and well-known in US angling circles). The film, which has been copied to DVD,
runs for about 30 minutes. Glenn will also bring with him boxes of Noel’s original flies.
These will be of great interest, as Noel had earned a reputation as a superb fly tier.

July Speaker — Blakeslee Jim

Jim will be giving us a personal perspective on fly-fishing today, along the lines: “Things are
changing, so we need to be flexible”.

Jim needs little introduction. He has been a VFFA member for many years, and was the
guest speaker at one of our annual dinners several years ago. He is also a very reliable
newsletter correspondent and contributes regular reports on the fishing around the
Warrnambool area in the Western District. The breadth of Jim’s experience in fly-fishing is
breath-taking, as the following notes indicate.

Jim was born and raised in Southern California, USA, and in his teenage years developed a
keen interest in a variety of outdoor pursuits, including skin diving, surfing, bushwalking,
and fishing. He started fishing at age 5 and took up fly-fishing when he was 18. His fly-
fishing exploits targeted rainbow trout, steelhead, large-mouth bass, brook trout, cutthroats,
dolly vardens, brown trout, and Chinook salmon, and in pursuit of these species he fished
the rivers and lakes of California, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Oregon.

In 1972 Jim graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of California,
majoring in Biological Sciences. He trained as a teacher, and in 1973 moved to Guam in the
Marianas Islands (a US territory), where he encountered trevally, bone fish and permit. In
the school holidays he packed his kit and visited Papua New Guinea, Australia and New
Zealand, catching his first rainbow from the Tongariro River in July of 1974 on a Red Setter.

In 1976 he arrived in Victoria on a teaching contract and was appointed to Warrnambool
High School as a biology/science teacher. His Science Coordinator at the time was a certain
Lyndon Webb, who happily introduced him to the local trout waters, and invited him along
to meetings of the Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Club (then a Branch of the VFFA). Jim, being
ever enterprising, soon extended his fly fishing challenges to night fishing for estuary perch,
bream and mulloway.

He was anxious to investigate other fly-fishing opportunities, and within a couple of years
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had visited Tasmania, the Victorian Alps and the Snowy Mountains. He recalls great fun
with a Red Tag on the Geehi River and taking numbers of fish after dark on a #6 Mrs
Simpson during the mudeye hatches at Jindabyne and Eucumbene.

In 1981 he took a years’ leave for a round the world trip, and along the way fished for
mahseer in Malaysia, “grayling” in Nepal, Atlantic salmon (on a #6 Robin!) and browns in
the UK, and, after crossing the Atlantic, salmon in the rivers of Nova Scotia, Canada.

In 2001 Jim headed to the Northern Territory and West Australia, where he fished for
barramundi, saratoga, and herring. He also managed some mulloway and snapper at Shark
Bay, and tailor at Kalbarri. He continues to visit Tasmania and New Zealand each year, and
often heads back to California to visit his family.

In December 1978 he married Trish, his delightful and very patient wife. In 1991 he became
an Australian citizen, and in 2005 he retired from teaching (but not from life!) to pursue his
other interests, which include producing wine, diving, surfing, bushwalking, playing golf and
gardening. He is a past President of the Warrnambool Fly Fishing Club, and is now serving
his second term as secretary.

Jim is a superb angler who has experienced the most incredible range of fly fishing
opportunities. He is eminently well-qualified to speak on his chosen topic, and we look
forward to a very entertaining and informative talk at the July meeting.

VFFA CANE DAY 2010

SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 2010
RED TAG POOL - FAIRFIELD PARK

Its approaching fast - the day when no cane rod should be left at home alone.
Bring your dear old friend and admire someone else’s.

Come and talk to some of Australia’s Best Cane Rod Builders.
Barbeque lunch and coffee provided. Be there 9am till 1pm.

For further details contact: David Grisold 9459 4401 (H) 0419558462 (M)
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My Lucky Day

(John Philbrick)

On April Fool’s Day I fished the lower Macquarie River with David Hemmings. David is
one of Peter Hayes’ guides and has his own drift boat. The conditions were perfect — the
river was high and clear due to a stronger than normal discharge of water from the turbines
at Poatina, and the weather was mild, still and overcast. For once the wind did not get up,
my fly landed in the right spot most of the time, and I didn’t botch too many fish on the
strike. As a result of this remarkable conjunction of circumstances I had my ‘day of days’ on
the flat rivers of Tasmania.

The fish were on the edges of
the river. They rose steadily
through the day, although the
rises tended to tail off after
lunch. The activity was never
frenetic but when a trout took
the fly it did so with
conviction. This meant that
most of the fish that rose to
my fly were well hooked. I
have difficulty describing how
enjoyable this day was. The
serenity of the river, the
peaceful pastoral scenes, the
leisurely pace at which the day
unfolded, the comfort of my
perch in the boat and the
steady stream of fish that took my dry made for a most memorable experience. If you think
that I am being a tad boastful, I can only say that [ have put in countless hours fishing the
flat rivers of Tasmania and have endured many fishless days and days ruined by low water,
floods and, what was described by Dick Wigram as the angler’s enemy, wind. And, after all,
this is my 42™ season in Tasmania, so [ had to get it right sooner or later.

Twenty beautiful trout were netted, including some leviathans. For this I am totally indebted
to David. His extensive knowledge of the river and expert handling of the boat put me in
position to deliver relatively easy casts at the rising fish. I know how difficult this is as I
keep a zodiac raft in Tasmania. Had I piloted my raft solo down the river that day, I would
have been lucky to bag three or four fish.

It 1s a fact of life that most of our members are, to put it euphemistically, well past their
salad days. For them a day drifting down the Macquarie is the perfect way to enjoy a day on
the stream. There are no tussocks to stumble through, tightly strung barbed wire fences to
negotiate, snakes to avoid or quagmires to become bogged in. If you are short-sighted or
fumble with knots, the fly will be tied on for you by your friendly guide. A pleasant lunch
and refreshments are provided. In short, it is ideal for the sedentary angler - which
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description, dare |
say it, covers a large
proportion of our
membership. And
you have the option
of reducing the
expense by sharing
the boat with a mate
or you can enjoy the
sheer indulgence of
having all the fish to
yourself.

VFFA Meetings & Activities
MAY 2010
20 General Meeting: Speaker — Craig Little
22 & 23 End of Season BBQ and Fishing Day
26 Council Meeting
JUNE 2010
6 Sunday Casting commences
10 Dinner With Partners
13 Sunday Casting
17 General Meeting: Speaker — Glenn Eggleton
19 Cane Makers Day
20 Cane Day
23 Council Meeting
27 Sunday Casting
JULY 2010
4 Sunday Casting
11 Sunday Casting
15 General Meeting: Speaker — Jim Blakeslee
17 Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Game Dinner
18 Sunday Casting
21 Council Meeting
25 Sunday Casting
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The Paddock

(Bernard Holbery)

The Paddock at Buxton is a great little fishery which runs through open farmland behind the
main township. The river here has an excellent food supply for trout. The caddis hatches are
consistent, and on those overcast days I have seen some amazing mayfly hatches. I have
fished the paddock with Peter Campbell, and more recently with Hubert Reichelt. Kevin
Hindle has fished it for many years and has caught some excellent fish. My best trout was a
brown of 5% pounds in January 2007. Last year, on opening week, I caught a rainbow which
weighed 4 pounds.

When I was a boy I started
calling the river here ‘The
Paddock’, and over time the
name became familiar to
fishermen in the area. A fishing
map also features the name of
The Paddock. Some Yarra Valley
Fly Club members came
searching for The Paddock some
years ago, and you know that
when the name is mentioned
among fishermen they know the
area and the fishery.

A few Sundays ago Hubert and I fished the area. The water was discoloured and the fishing
was tough. The only excitement was when Hubert nearly stepped on a tiger snake.

Hubert was impressed by such a beautiful stream, but sadness came over me knowing that
The Paddock will soon be just a memory, as a new housing estate is going up with building
commencing later this year. Footpaths are being completed at the time I write. Hubert and I
looked across the flats, only to say to each other: “What a shame, but you can’t stop
progress.” Access to this section of the river will soon be very difficult, with housing
backing on to the river with riparian rights.

So I thought it fitting to write this article to share this special place with you all. On that
Sunday I went along with my video camera, filming the river and the landscape while
Hubert fished. No doubt it will all look very different next year, but will still hold many
happy memories for myself and others. I have kept a diary of my Paddock fishing for some
15 years now, and will cherish the memories it records - the pages of photos, the descriptions
of the flies used, and the people I have fished with. So it is only fitting that I finish by saying
‘thank you’ to all who have cast a fly and shared this beautiful river with me.

“Just one cast more!
Beside how many a pool and stream
beneath the falling leaves and here
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I decided, reeled up, and
dreamed my dream!”

(The Last Cast, by Andrew
Lang)

Take care and tight lines,
Bernard Holbery

(The Department of Human
Services made a plaque and
placed it on an old gum tree
at The Paddock. It carries the
inscription: “March 20, 2010:
dedicated to Bernard Holbery,
fly-fisherman and teacher of
youth who fished these
waters. McKillop family
services”.

End of Season BBQ and Fishing Day
Saturday 22™ & Sunday 23" of May

At Ray Butterworth’s ‘Tranquil Rises’
65 Collins Road, Flowerdale
(RACYV VicRoads Country Street Directory — Map 61 F7)

Collins Road is just past Long Gully Road (marked on the map), and is the last road
on the right before the main road makes a right turn into the Whittlesea — Yea Road.
Ray’s mobile number is 0418 525 445 for those who find themselves lost.
Convenor: Richard Kos
Please contact Richard on
Home: 9744 2375 or Mob: 0430 091 300
Don’t miss this magnificent weekend
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Trout and Phobias
(David Grisold)

As we wandered down through the chest-high tussocks, I could hear my fearless fishing
companion repeating over and over again, like the whining diff of an EH Holden: “Choco, I
am not scared of snakes anymore. Lester has fixed my phobia!” But his teeth were chattering
like castanets and he followed closer to me than my shadow. Hughie will probably need to
see Lester again! Maybe several more visits.

We finally found the creek we had been looking for, and to say we were excited is an
understatement. As we peered over the bank into the gin clear water we saw one large fish
on station, and scared two others downstream. Everything was looking good.

We slid several feet down the bank and quietly slipped into the water, which was cool and
clear with large mats of lime and dark green weed scattered over the gravel floor. Caddis
abounded and a number of fish were rising up ahead. One small brownie kept throwing
himself backwards in an attempt to catch a caddis.

As we moved up the creek, casting ahead as we carefully edged along, we had mixed results.
Some fish bow-waved across the creek to grab the fly, other swam up slowly and just pushed
it away. Those fish wouldn’t be tempted by any of the flies we tried and just swam away as
we ventured further up the creek.

We found beautiful pools bathed in sunlight and large areas of log jams built up over many
wet and windy winters.
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Climbing through these blockages was time consuming and hard work, but eventually we
found an opening. A run, a glide - and trout everywhere.

We bashed and crashed our way up this little creek for over five hours, and caught several
fish up to 2 Ib on our small 6ft 9inch cane rods, using 31b tippets and sizes 16 and 18 dry
flies. This has been a wonderful afternoon’s fishing. We had taken the time to look at a map
and find a way into this creek. We had then bashed our way through the undergrowth to
eventually find our Eldorado.

Hughie is still scared of snakes, and the funny thing is we never saw one. Lester still has a
big job ahead curing Hugh of his phobia.

Grab a map, take your mate and explore the many options out there. You won’t be
disappointed.

Cheers, Choco
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VFFA trip to the Big River at Enoch’s Point

The weekend of March 16 saw 15 VFFA members spend a wonderful time on the Big River
at John Pilkington’s property in Enoch’s Point.

The weather was warm and sunny, without being excessively hot, and it must be said that the
decision to transfer this weekend to late season proved to be the right one. Most people
caught fish and although they were not overly large or high in number, we all had fun.

New member John Locke joined us for
his first VFFA trip and Kossy tried
desperately to help him catch a fish.
Alas it wasn’t to be this time but we
hope you enjoyed yourself, John.

The company was good, the food
excellent, and the red was pretty good
too. I wish I had stuck to red. Special
thanks to resident chef Stewie for his
wonderful food and to his helpers Hugh
Maltby and Pilks, even if he did burn the
pizzas.

The main event of this weekend is the
dinner “under the stars” and as usual the
chef and his slushies outdid themselves
again. It was great to have Ben
Pilkington drive all the way up to join us
for dinner then drive back to Melbourne.

Biggest Fish? Who cares? Thanks again
Pilks for your wonderful hospitality, but
you may need to put safety belts on the

beds.
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VFFA Dinner with Partners A

Kelvin Club |
Thursday June 10, 2010 ”
@ 7:00 pm for 7:30 pm H

$38 per person

Drinks: On consumption paid by individuals ]
|
Three Course Dinner \‘l
|
. ]
/> S
& 20X oup
=

Minestrone Soup

Main Course
Char-grilled Duck Breast with Mushroom Risotto

or

4{%{% Crumbed Veal with Blue Cheese Sauce
or

Tasmanian Salmon on Mash with a Saffron Beurre Blanc

Dessert
Kelvin Sticky Date Pudding @

Freshly Brewed Coffee with Chocolates by Chocolatier

RSVP: Colin Morrison — 9375 2298 or 0412 107 326
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A Late Afternoon Stroll
(‘Omeo’)

The time is late May, 2008, and I had phoned an angling friend and suggested a fishing
session for the following Monday - fishing the afternoon and evening. We settled the
arrangements, but then I discovered I had an appointment on the Monday night. So we
decided to head out on the Tuesday afternoon instead.

During the previous week the water level had been at 38% capacity, but when we arrived on
the Tuesday afternoon it had dropped to 30%, and to get to the water we had to contend with

thick soft mud about 18 inches deep and up to our knees! Add to this a sloping bank of 15°
to 20° and darkness gathering — we had some challenges ahead. What a predicament!

We discussed tactics and flies, with my choice being a large dry while my colleague chose a
wet. I then directed him to a steep area about 150 - 200 metres further along the bank. The
weather had been mild, with a light northerly breeze that generally abates on dark. I suggested
to my friend that he fish parallel with the bank, about six feet out, and to use a slow retrieve.
About 30 to 40 uneventful minutes passed and then I heard the yell: “I’ve got one on!” I
extracted myself from the mud and walked quickly along the bank to where the action was
taking place. The fish was swimming up and back about 15 metres out, and continued to do
so for another 15 to 20 minutes. I turned on my small torch to have a look, and my friend
announced that it looked about 3’ Ib. I replied that we could only see its back.

How we going to get this fish into the
net? A plan was devised - I took the rod
in my right hand and held on to my
friend’s right arm. He stretched out and
used his other hand to lay the net just
under the surface. I then drew the fish
toward the net, and when the head and
body were over the net he turned it
through 90° and lifted. All went to plan,
except that my friend could hardly lift
the net and we were still wallowing in
18 inches of mud. We eventually
extracted ourselves from the quagmire
and struggled up onto firm ground.

When we had a closer look at our catch about a third of the fish’s body and tail was hanging
over the top of the net. Details are as follows: it was a brown trout of 7 1b 12 oz, 28 inches
long and 9 inches deep, with a tail span 8 inches wide. What a prize!

We decided to fish on, and, yes, we did it again. This time the result was another brown trout
— smaller than the first one, weighing just 4 1b 12 oz. Overall not a bad result for 1'% hour’s
fishing. I have fished this section of this impoundment many times since with mixed results.
However I’ve been told by the authority that a fish of 10 Ib 1 oz and another of 6 1b 3 oz
were taken last autumn. I hope to get another good one this autumn.
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The Wark Diaries

(Rick Keam)

While finalising the history of the Association for publication, I was fortunate to receive
from James Wark of South Australia a large number of annotated photographs by his late
father Alfred, a foundation member of the 1930s VFFA. The cream of the photographs,
which feature a number of other early Association identities such as his friends Ted
Adamson, Roy Kirk (of whom no photos were previously known), Mick Martin and Roy
Michaelis, have now been included in the history and add considerable further interest to it.

James also supplied photocopies of two ‘little black books’: Alfred’s angling diaries for
1931-32. As it has only been possible to briefly reference a couple of entries from them in
the history, it is our pleasure to run longer extracts in the Newsletter. We extend our grateful
thanks to James for his permission.

Born in Chiltern in 1903, Alfred Wark was no relation of Sir lan Wark, of ‘Dr Wark’ fly-
pattern fame. He commenced fishing in 1920 with Mick Martin whilst training as an
accountant and later studying part-time at the University of Melbourne. He served on the
committees of the University Ski Club and the Victorian Ski Club and was a keen
photographer, sharing both of these interests with his fishing friend Ted Adamson.

Wark visited anglers’ clubs with Roy Kirk and Reg Lyne to promote fly-fishing, sat on a sub-
committee with Martin, Paul Nunan and Les Vail to draft the VFFA’s Objects and Rules, and
served as Assistant Secretary to Vail. With the Depression heavily affecting his accountancy
practice, he took a position as an internal auditor with Shell and left for Perth in 1934. There
he joined the Council of the Fish and Game Protection Society of Western Australia. After
war service in Australia, in 1946 he moved to Angaston in South Australia to join Yalumba
Wines as company secretary. In 1947 he was instrumental in establishing the South
Australian Fly Fishers Association. Alfred Wark became a leading figure in the post-War
development of the Barossa Valley food and wine industry. His small book on cooking with
wine, first published by Rigby in 1969, went through five editions and sold 180,000 copies.
He died in 1979.

Whilst the names of his frequent companions Mick Martin and Roy Kirk will be well-known
to most VFFA members, the name Ted Adamson may not. The National Gallery of Victoria
ranks Edwin G. Adamson (1895-1974) amongst the ten greatest Australian photographers.
The notes to a recent touring exhibition of his work describe him as an extrovert and
adventurer with a passion for the Victorian high country. Apart from fly-fishing, his pursuits
included skiing and car trials. He achieved placings in the Victorian Ski Championships in
1933, 1935 and 1937, the last at the age of 42.

For over 50 years he photographed the Australian Alps, including snowfields, cattlemen’s
huts, ski chalets, rivers and lakes, and promoting adventure tourism long before it was
fashionable. As a portrait photographer, his subjects included Dame Nellie Melba and in
1920 the visiting Prince of Wales.

In an accident of history that held great significance for Australian fly-fishing, in 1933 Ted
Adamson and his friend Arthur Ellis visited the Yarra at Launching Place and inspired a 10-
year old boy staying at the same guesthouse to take up the sport. His name was David
Scholes.
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SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1931

Our first instalment of diary entries, from the spring of 1931, might come as something of a
shock to those who assume this was a golden era in the Victorian fishery. Why no mention
of Eildon, or the Kiewa?

Alf had been an enthusiast for both places. Photos from the summer of 1927 show him
camped on the Kiewa—then considered a rainbow-trout fishery— with Ted Adamson, but its
distance from Melbourne made it exclusively a Christmas and Easter proposition. Slightly
later photos show both of them with some huge fish from the Goulburn below Eildon.
However, dramatic daily flow variations associated with the commencement of hydro power
generation at Eildon in 1929, followed by siltation from a slippage of the dam wall in 1930,
had a dramatic effect on the fishery. Reg Lyne recalled (Australian Shooters and Anglers
News, April 1947) that ‘great slabs of fish were seen. I have the head of one 36 in. long and
7 1bs. Weight. The year before this fish probably weighed 14 to 18 Ibs. Spawning season and
no food supply to regain condition must have taken a heavy toll of the older fish.
Throughout the 1931-32 season hundreds of slabs were caught.’

So for Alf and his circle it was back to old standbys such as Deep Creek and Jackson’s
Creek. Humble as these waters were, what a tragedy it is that they are now lost. In its
present state it is hard to imagine that Deep Creek at Romsey, at least in a spring flood, once
had enough flow to allow trout to be caught on a # 6 Silver Doctor! On trips to more
‘picnicky’ venues, such as Toorourrong Reservoir and Lake Wendouree (which they usually
called simply ‘Ballarat Lake’) they were sometimes accompanied by one or two young
ladies, Ida and Dorothy Fountain of North Essendon. In this respect, Alfred’s disaster at
Toorourrong on 18/10/31 must have involved considerable loss of face...

At this stage he, Mick Martin and Roy Kirk were still ‘nymphing’ with threadline gear and
nymphs as bait, using balls of wax for casting weight, though Alf had graduated to
sometimes fishing a Tup’s Indispensable in the skin of the water as a nymph representation.
He does, however, seem to have had a severe case of ‘the yips’ when it came to timing the
strike. Perhaps he’d been spoilt by the fast currents and hungry fish of the Kiewa and
Goulburn.

13/9/31

To: Stokes, Jackson’s Creek

With: Ted

Creek very high after heavy rain and very muddy. During the afternoon it rained like fury
and put the creek ‘up’ even higher. Both got very wet.

Ted: 1 fish 11” on worm, with which it was gorged.

Self: Just plain fisherman’s luck—wet and no fish—not a bite even.

27/9/31

To: Deep Creek, Romsey

Day: Fine

With: Ted and his father

Creek: High and cloudy

Arrived at 3:30 pm near the bridge and went up stream. 40 Brunswick anglers all along—
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doing no good—some fish taken on shrimp. Saw one move twice, and used No. 6 Silver
Doctor—took 2nd cast—about 2 1b, good nick. Ted 1 on Cocky 117, lost 2. Self rose 2 on
SD—Water pools full of big nymphs—used with wax—no good though. Advised to try up
above Lancefield where rocky pools.

Left fish with Ida F.

18/10/31

To: Toorourrong

With: Ted, Ida & Dorrie Fountain

Day: Dull and cold—heavy rain later on.

Life: Practically nil—Only a few (8) fishermen on the reservoir—Rose my first fish twice on
home-made longtail (yellow hackle tail) near wattles and missed each time.

Went round the marsh with Ted who rose and [missed?] a beauty on same type—I went in to
my armpits in mud and slush and wet through—Ilit fire and dried off—Only 2 fish taken for
the day—by Mr Morris’s party.

24/10/31

Toorourrong

With: Ted, Ida & Dorrie Fountain

Day: Fine and warm—windy

Insects: Dragonfly and damselfly.

About 10 fishermen on the lake—only about 8 fish taken. 4 by Gillies on his own Black
Spider (Gnat). Self rose one to JWD [J.W. Dunne] Ant and missed—Ted rose a few on the
wet late. Few fish coverable all out deep, due to continual walking around by the crowd—
very disappointing day—No fish showing on the wall at all.

3/10/31

Deep Creek Romsey

With: M.J. Martin (Ist outing 1931)

Day: Fine with wind—and later on very cold

Arrived 2 pm on creek. Commenced near bridge—self one 12” near dead water hole (JWD);
M.J.M 2% on Black Gnat—self lost 1 and M.J.M lost 4 Ib—broke away—all-in about %4 hr
in one hole—upstream too deep, so down below bridge and rocky holes where I rose and
lost fish, missing strike rather badly—then got one 1'4 Ib (JWD) —M.J.M 2 more on Gnat in
ripple and head of hole—he also lost a few fish—algae bad in the shallow holes—a few
‘oncers’ rose late to the wet near bridge—good day in all.

CUP DAY

[Lake Wendouree] Ballarat

With: M.J. Martin, Mrs Martin, Dorrie Fountain (Ida not able to join)

Day: Cloudy in town, sun and wind in Ballarat—very cold in the evening—high wind—first
east then SE.

Insects: Millions damsel and March Browns—and spinners—no rise on—only ‘oncers’—
M.J.M 4 1b brown on nymph and Illingworth tackle—self 1 about 12" on Tupp dry nymph.
M.J. 2 1b rainbow on nymph and rose 2 on J.W. Dunne white dun—very rough water in the
[illegible]—fished glass edge of the reedy beds in centre—mudeyes no good.
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Odd Bits

a) Knots are of fundamental interest
to fly fishers, and Mick Hall suggests
that on his recent trip to New Zealand
he used the Palomar knot to connect his
flies to fluorocarbon leaders. The
Palomar knot is easy to tie and gives
close to 100% line strength. However it
requires passing the line through the
hook eye doubled over, so is probably
not suitable for very small flies. But for
larger nymphs and wets, it will do the
job nicely. The accompanying diagram
is from Trevor Hawkins’ book “Fly
Fishing Knots, Rigs and Leaders”, and
Trevor willingly gave us permission to
use his excellent illustration.

b) Ever been to Tassie and been
confronted with those howling winds
that make casting a nightmare? In a
recent UK Trout Fisherman magazine,
their Casting Consultant, Mike Marshall,
(Senior Coach with the British Fly
Casting Club, and a man who can cast
prodigious distances) recommends that
you can cast better into the wind if you
use double taper lines.

Palomar Knot (fresh and salt water)

At virtually 100 percent line strength, this knot is easy
and quick to tie, the Palomar is a knot well worth
learning. Because it uses line that is doubled over in the
tying it is more suitable for use on medium to large flies.

1 and 2. Form a loop .
A S
approximately 9 inches A N

(25 c¢m) long. Pass the
loop through the hook eye
and tie an overhand knot
using the loop and the
main line. Do not
tighten this knot.

3. Take the loop end and pass
the fly through this loop.

4. Start to tighten the knot making sure that loop
end is in front of the hook eye when drawn tight.
Lubricate the knot, hold the main line and tag end
in one hand and the hook in the other. and draw
the knot tight. Trim the tag.

He suggests that weight forward lines are fine for casting with the wind, poor when casting
across the wind and almost useless for casting into wind. He says: “It is the long ‘free flight’
nature of the last forward cast that lets them down. On the other hand, a double taper line
allows me to cast nearly a whole line into a very strong wind, using four shoots per cast.” He
goes on to say that the heavier double taper (because its belly is so long), requires a slower
and longer arm punching action with good double haul. This technique needs a lot of
practice.” So if you’re keen to reach those distant rises in the teeth of a gale, perhaps a
double taper line might be worth a try.

¢) Milton Zeuschner at Hookup tackle shop was recently showing your editor some new
clip-on ‘zingers’ that he had just put in stock. The feature that made these items a little
different was that they had a fairly strong circular magnet in their centre. The idea is that
when you are changing flies, you can drop the flies involved onto the magnet, where they
will be held until you are ready to either tie them on or put them back in your fly box. The
zinger is useful, but if you already have a sufficient quantity of these, then a good strong but
small-sized magnet attached somewhere on your vest may avoid the dreaded ‘fly dropped
into the thick grass’ syndrome.
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d) Books on trout biology written by scientists are always an interesting source of useful
information. A recent arrival is “Where The Fish Are — an Angler’s Guide to Fish Behaviour”,
by Daniel Bagur. Daniel Bagur is a fisheries biologist and a very keen trout angler, and his
book is a compilation of the best recent research on fish behaviour. As an example, he tells us
that as far as taste goes, trout are among the fussiest of the fishes. A large number of species
were tested for their taste response to a variety of molecules. Most fish responded to a wide
variety of stimuli, including the amino acid L-proline. Salmonids, however, responded very
excitedly to L-proline and little else. The fact that L-proline is so effective at stimulating the
taste receptors of trout is hardly surprising, as it is one of the most common amino acids in
invertebrate tissues (ie the tissues of insects and other bugs). Apparently it is possible to
excite trout into biting by crushing and rubbing invertebrates onto a fly and moving it slowly.
(This does sound like a lot of effort and hard work though).

A final note: research shows that trout feed occasionally between meals, but at much lower
rates than those observed when the fish were actively feeding. In essence, fish snack between
meals, but the best time to catch them is when they are actively feeding. This is normally at
dawn and dusk.

Australian Trout Foundation Report

On

Mick Hall

President
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REPORT FROM WAY OUT WEST

(from Jim Blakeslee)
To commence, here is a recent email from Troy Duthie, our local Fisheries Officer:

“Sorry I missed the meeting on Wednesday. I was hoping to get along to tell you guys that
your application for increased stocking in the Hopkins was supported at the Fish Vic
Stocking meeting held on March 30. Congratulations and well done to you for putting a
good submission together. The Hopkins will be stocked this year with 4000 brown trout, so
here’s hoping for another wet winter.”

Regarding the local fishing, the trout are starting to do their normal Autumn feed-up to put
on condition before the spawning season. On a cool, breezy, drizzly day, Bob Loch and I
fished the Hopkins below the junction last week and found a number of fish chasing schools
of galaxias. I used a sinking line and fished a #6 Green Matuka with a fast retrieve, pause,
retrieve, pause ... and grassed a brace of fat brownies for my efforts.

A couple of days later the conditions
were warm, sunny and sultry. It was late
afternoon and I was lurking around under
the willows on the upper Merri with our
Club President, Adrian Jacobs. The trout
were taking dries in the pools under the
trees. There were lots of hoppers around,
and black spinners were drifting over the
pools with dragon flies and damsel flies
buzzing them, and clouds of flying ants
beginning to swarm. What fly to choose?
I didn’t even tie a fly on until I found the
first fish rising and could watch its feeding pattern to get a few hints on what it was taking.
Whatever fly I chose to tie on, under those conditions the bow-and-arrow cast was king and
the roll cast was queen. For the next three hours Adrian and I would watch each fish
working a beat for a minute or two, to work out the feeding pattern, then creep up close for
“hand to hand combat,” pinging a #14 Red Tag into the fish’s path. The fish were in no
hurry and were gently sipping “something” from the surface film. We couldn’t tell exactly
what the food items were, but from past experience I had found Upper Merri fish like a Red
Tag on calm, sultry days in Autumn.

The result? We each caught several fat, dark male browns in the 3 - 4 Ib range. We kept a
couple each for the WFFC Annual Dinner and for a careful examination of the stomach
contents. They were taking the Red Tag without hesitation, so what do you think we found
inside? Well, each fish had taken a couple hoppers, a few mayflies, LOTS of black beetles of
various sizes and PLENTY of ants. My guess is that the fish took the Red Tag for a beetle or
flying ant in the surface film.
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Adrian Jacobs, Bob Loch and I have been chasing
the Aussie Salmon - Arripis trutta - in a tinnie
inside the local offshore reefs. Large schools of
salmon have been into the baitfish and even from
shore they can sometimes be seen leaping out of
the water. However we found that using an 8-10
weight rod, with either a sinking or floating line,
and “harling” a #1/0 Blue and White Leftie’s
Deceiver around the reefs is the best way to locate
a school. Once a fish is hooked, we toss the anchor
over to hold position as the rest of the school will
follow the fish that has been hooked. As the mass
of fish circle the boat, any angler not fighting a fish
casts his fly and begins a fast strip-pause-strip-
pause retrieve. Usually, the first or second cast
results in a “follow” by a dozen or more fish and
another hookup. We’ve kept a school around the
boat for up to 30 minutes.

In a 2 or 3 hour session, we’ve been catching and
releasing 30 to 40 fish. Some days the fish in the e
schools have averaged 2 - 3 Ibs, and on other days | 4@ )

they have been in the 3 - 5 1b range. All have been

great fighters. If you fly fish for salmon and think —
it’s a shame they aren’t better eating, try this next el
time you catch and keep one. We’ve kept a few of =3 |
the deeply-hooked “bleeders” instead of releasing ﬂ
them each trip. Once home, we’ve filleted them, put  [J#2= &
the fillets in brine for a day, and then into the | A 4
smoker. Alternatively, I’ve put the fillets into AR,
teriyaki marinade for a few hours, then onto the

BBQ. Either way, they make very acceptable tucker. -
JB s e P Bob Loch did well too

4

Fly fishing the UK and Europe

Ever thought of doing a trip to the UK or Europe to fish but were worried about
where to go and how much it might cost? Now here is an opportunity for any
interested VFFA members to enjoy about two weeks of fly fishing in the UK and
Europe under the expert guidance of our own Philip Bailey.
Destinations also include Scotland, Slovenia, Italy and Poland.
For more information and a copy of the suggested itinerary
contact Dave Long on 0419 369 248 or email dl.ssv@bigpond.com
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The UK Report

(Phil Bailey)

The trout season has opened and we are now one month into it. This year the season is about a
month later than normal, due to the abnormal winter we have had here in the UK. So the
hatches are a little late. At this time of the year we look for three flies - Large Dark Olives, the
Blue Wing Olives and Brook Duns (the last being about the same size as the Highland Dun).

The fish have been hungry this last month and they slash at any fly placed within their grasp.
Yes, we are fishing traditional hackled flies at this time of the year, and upstream. Three flies
are used and my ‘cast’ has not changed since opening day: a Waterhen Bloa on the point, a
Heron Bloa in the middle and a winged Greenwell’s Spider on the top dropper. This last fly
has produced best so far.

Here is a picture of the Heron Bloa:

We fish these flies systematically, using what I call the one
metre technique. First, you will need a leader of about 3.5m, to
which you add two droppers about 100 cm apart. The trick is
to make sure that the leader is fished and the line is kept off
the water as much as possible. Secondly, you must face
directly upstream. The water you want to fish is what I call
‘fast’ or ‘riffled’. If there are boulders in it, all the better.
Thirdly, start by making a cast directly upstream and let the
flies drift back to you for about a metre. Raise your rod as you
do this. You are fishing short and any sign of a fish taking the
fly is easily seen. Fourthly, pick up the cast and make a new
cast upstream, BUT one metre across from the first. Repeat
these steps and keep working across the riffle. Then take a metre step forward and repeat the
process. Keep doing this until you have worked right up into the shallow water. Be careful
and be systematic. You will be surprised how many big fish sit in shallow water, especially
when it is hot.

To date we have had about 90 fish to the net, and all of them have been quality fish this
season. The photo shows the first and the rest have all been comparable to it:

That net section is 18” long.

Tight lines.
Philip”
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FLY OF THE MONTH

An All-time Favourite — the Green Matuka?

(Tying details provided by Rod Barford, Flytrek Australia - Fly Fishing Guide and
Instructor, and the new President of the Australian Trout Foundation)

During Autumn brown trout tend to undergo some behavioural changes based around
their pre-positioning for the later spawning run. They will often exhibit some interesting
dietary preferences, looking for larger items. Similar behaviour is observed in brown
trout following their emergence from a long cold winter devoid of the myriad of larger
items which abound during spring and summer. I like to oblige them by casting one of
my long-time favourite flies, the Green Matuka.

One of my tactics is to fish it ‘down and across’, so that it sweeps across the tail of large
pools. Alternatively I cast it upstream and pull it down through the throat of a pool.
Either way, this pattern has accounted for some pretty decent fish for me over the years.
But strangely, I find that I am often alone in employing this tactic. There seems to be
some kind of inverted snobbery associated with using this style of fly, usually expressed
by those that consider themselves dry fly or nymph ‘purists’. It’s their loss, as this fly
continually takes fish year round, and in some of the most difficult conditions, when all
around me others are going fishless. The overwhelming majority of respondents to this
fly are larger mature fish, although I’ve also unhooked many an over-ambitious sprat
from this very efficient deceiver of trout.

There are various Matuka-style patterns around, but this one has been a favourite of
mine since the 1960s. I think one of the reasons for its success is the inclusion of a
Jungle Cock feather to simulate an eye, something that I believe is used as a focal or
targeting point by fish chasing smelt or other baitfish.

I recently witnessed a perfect example of this feeding behaviour across the river from
the Breakaway caravan park, when a pair of quite large browns teamed together to herd
up a large school of smelt. The smelt were moving into some recently submerged grass
and weed against a steep bank in a small bay, and presented an ideal target for the trout.
One trout would harry the smelt until they bunched tightly together on the edge of the
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weed, and then it would push them further into the bank. At this point the other trout would
launch itself at a great speed into the bunched smelt, usually beaching itself on the grass in
the process and taking a few seconds to flip-flop back into the water with its mouthful of
unfortunates. The trout kept this pattern up for hours, pausing only for a brief rest every half-
hour or so.

I managed to place myself directly upstream of this activity in about a metre of water,
planning to throw my matuka directly downstream to emulate an injured smelt. While I
prepared my cast, [ looked down at my feet, and to my horror both of these fish, weighing in
at more than 3 and 4 pounds respectively, were using my wadered legs as a resting point
before the next assault. A minute later, they returned to their hunting, giving me an
opportunity to cast. My first cast was on the money, but before I had a chance to point my
rod to one side to lessen the imminent impact of a savage take, it happened. My tippet
parted, along with my fly and one of the trout. Game over, trout 1, angler 0, or more
accurately less than 0.

With all the advances in fly tying materials, fly tying technology, and fly fishing tactics and
methods, this style of fishing seems to have been cast into a corner on its own, but with it
goes a degree of early and late season success that eludes most other fly fishing methods.

Tying Pattern - Green Matuka
Hook: Size 8 Daiichi 2220
Body: Olive Green Seal’s Fur

Rib: Oval gold tinsel (this is from a seemingly endless spool I bought at Higgins
Drapery in Nagambie in 1964)

Feather: 2 x matched pairs Honey Badger cock hackles
Eye: 1 x Jungle Cock feather each side.

PS: The river level rose from 1500 to 3000 Megalitres/day overnight, and when I returned to
the scene of the crime to hopefully exact my revenge, the weed and grass were totally
submerged, along with, seemingly, my hopes of success. But nonetheless, being the eternal
optimist, I positioned myself on the short peninsula of bank that made up the small bay, and
cast my fly across stream, allowing it to swing into the bay, and let it play in the vagaries of
the current for a few seconds. The response was just as swift and devastating as on the
previous day, except this time the previous partnership had been joined in the fray by a much
larger cousin whose power to weight ratio far exceeded their own. End result, trout 2, angler
<<0, and a resolve to use 6lb tippet next time instead of 41b.

And yesterday, at Point Hill, I landed two beautiful Rainbows - both on this fly. One was
38cm long, the other exactly 40cm, and both in top condition. No fin clips; just perfect
Goulburn River fish that reminded me very strongly of those fish we landed as teenagers
from the Goulburn around Seymour, when I was in high school (we had a fly fishing ‘class’
2-3 times a week, but the teachers didn’t know about it!).

Mike Griffiths, Grant McCallum and myself all fished the water behind the town, which was
pre-dredging, and it was some of the best trout water in the state in those days.
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Unfortunately it has since been destroyed by one man’s corporate greed, and now in places
is almost 6 metres deep. But the typical catch then was similar to what I had yesterday at
Point Hill. The Dabyminga Creek nearby (Tallarook) was the main reason for the strong
Rainbow population, as it was historically the main spawning conduit for Rainbows in the
mid-Goulburn in that area, and an A-grade fishery in its own right. Unfortunately it also fell
victim to a combination of gill-netting and water theft upstream. I plan to apply for an
‘Adopt-a-Stream’ grant to address some of the issues facing the Daby, which will make a
perfect project for the ATF.

Cheers, Rod

Eildon Report

Our Eildon correspondent Mick Hall tells us that another 1,000 brown trout have just been stocked in
the Goulburn, and according to Mick, ‘fish are rising everywhere.” 10,000 more fish will be stocked
over the winter months so that the river will be in great shape for the new season next September.

Some 20,000 browns have also been dropped into Lake Eildon. Mick reports that the lake is now at
24% and rising. He suggests that if we have good rains this winter and the levels get up towards the
40% — 50% mark the fishing over the newly flooded margins will be ‘simply awesome’. Almost a
return to ‘the good old days’, when the smelt fishing around Bonnie Doon at the end of winter was a
phenomenon that was keenly anticipated.

The Pondage is still high and difficult to fish, but on May 14 the irrigation season finishes and the
Pondage will return to its much lower and more fishable winter level, at which time it will become
an attractive proposition.

The fishing in the Rubicon and other small rivers in the area is now winding down as water
temperatures drop, and recent rain makes the rivers high and dirty.
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LIBRARY NEWS

11 members should remember that the Mick Martin Memorial Library is one of the most

extensive collections of fly-fishing literature in Australia. It is valuable in its own right
but is a great asset to members wishing to expand their knowledge or who simply enjoy
sitting by the fireside and vicariously enjoying the exploits of others. In addition, the library
boasts a number of videos on trout fishing. Our librarian Marty Rogers will be available prior
to each general meeting to assist members wishing to borrow books or videos.

The library is divided into three parts.

Part I Books available for loaning to members.

Part 2 Books available for reference only and not to be taken from the library.
Part 3 Books bequeathed to the Association and not to be taken from the cabinet.

OVERDUE BOOKS

Our librarian reports that a number of members have failed to return library books on time.
Could all those book loving members who have failed to return books promptly do so.

V.EEA. ITEMS FOR SALE

The Association has the following quality items for sale:

Book “Geehi to Great Lake”..........ccooiiiiiiiiniiiiiine, $45.00 each
Columbia ShirtS........ccceeveierierieriereeeeeeeeeeerie e $70.00 each
Polarfleece jacket with VFFA 1080 .....cccvvvvviiiviiiiiieeien, $40.00 each
Association ties (blue or maroon) .........ccceeeeveeeecveeerveeenneenns $35.00 each
Cloth DAA@ES ....oovvenveiieeeceeceeeeeeeeeee e $7.00 each
DHATIES ...ttt ettt ettt b ese s seeseesensenas $2.00 each
The Australian Trout by Jack Ritchie $20.00
(Special offer — buy one, get one free!)

V.EE.A. Car StICKETS .....oveeviieeietiieieiieieieeeiee e $2.00 each

Members wishing to purchase any of these items should contact
Hugh Maltby prior to the monthly General Meeting on telephone 9455 9017.

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2009 Annual Dinner:

» Armadale Angler * Aussie Angler * Australian Fishing Network ¢ Bernard
Holbery « Compleat Angler Box Hill « Compleat Fly Fisher Melbourne

* Daniel Hackett, RiverFly, Tasmania ¢ Fly Life Publications * J] M Gillies

* Lowes Furniture « Mayfly Tackle « Mick Hall « Michael Steven’s Publishing ¢
Millbrook Lakes Lodge ¢ Nick Taransky - Bamboo Rod Maker ¢ Philip Weigall
* Pro Angler Fishing Tackle « Ray Brown, Onkaparinga Flies & Cane Rods

VALUED DONORS
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