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Our March meeting will be a 
dinner not to be missed! It will 

be a “Welcome Back” to dinners at the 
Kelvin Club and will make up for some 
significant dinners missed in 2020. The 
evening will provide an opportunity for 
us to meet again at the Kelvin Club, catch 
up with friends and fishing companions 
we haven’t seen in ages, enjoy a meal 
together (partners being very welcome), 
and celebrate those members who 
completed 25 or 50 years of membership 
last year. We will also see the presentation 
of the Jack Ritchie Medal to a very worthy 
recipient.

The cost is $65 per head for a fine two-
course meal. Please confirm via email to 
Terry Rogers at terryrogers@bigpond.com 
to let him know you are coming, giving 
your name and the names of any guests 
who are attending with you.

Payment can be made either by cheque to 
treasurer Tony Mitchem, or you can remit 
your payment to the VFFA Bank Account: 
BSB 182512, Account No. 960547289. 
Include your name and reference “March 
Dinner”.

Our treasurer’s address is Tony Mitchem, 
VFFA Honorary Treasurer, C/- William 

Buck, Level 20, 181 William Street, 
Melbourne 3000.

Mark it in your diary – Thursday, March 
18, 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club.

The March Meeting

MARCH 2021

This great photo of Mark Weigal fishing New 
Zealand’s South Island a few years ago is a 

fabulous reminder of how good fly fishing can be. 
Our thanks to Mark.

Thursday, March 18, 
6:30 pm for a 7:00pm meal

at the Kelvin Club
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This highly acclaimed new fly tying book 
was reviewed in Fly Lines a few issues 
ago. The book continues to sell well 
and gather very positive international 
reviews.
The author, Gordon van der Spuy, has 
provided a link to a small video about 
the book. The link is very entertaining 
and well worth a look. It is only a couple 
minutes long, so check it out at https://
youtu.be/TjMLkLVC9Wc
Gordon has also started a Facebook 
group/initiative called: "The Feather 
Mechanics". He tells us: “It is unlike any 
other tying resource on the net. Every 
month we have a theme and through 
a monthly tying challenge explore 
various concepts or ideas. I also have 
hackle breeders, feather merchants and 
internationally renowned tiers in the 
group who are more than willing to help 
people who have any questions. The 

Forum is an information hub for tiers. 
If you want to source Gallo de leon or 
decent cdc or hackle or anything really 
we can direct you to the source.”

The Feather Mechanic

Gordon van der Spuy, the Feather Mechanic, in 
action
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Welcome to another Fly Lines newsletter.  

The cooler summer is providing some 
wonderful fishing across Victoria. I 
recently had the pleasure of fishing some 
“twigwater”. This required some skill 
in navigating the best of google maps 
at home and then hoping my trusty 
navigators for the next couple of days 
could piece together my notes.

The streams and creeks we fished were 
running well beyond expectations for 
February and would certainly not be 
fishable in any normal summer. A sense 
of expectation grew with each fish we 
caught building the excitement as we 
anticipated where the next one might 
materialise from out of its cover. Casting 
was often limited to a bow and arrow 
flick or a fly simply dropped on the 
surface. Every rise and take was in full 
view and provided great fun. Our days 
were pleasantly warm and a 4 ft copper 
head snake sunbaking in all its glory was 
a sharp reminder to not be complacent 
but to always be conscious of our 
surroundings.   

We also spent some days on a few 
north-east Victorian streams after our 
annual Tasmanian trip was cancelled 
because of the five day coronavirus 
lockdown. As a consequence ten of us 
were thus prevented from participating 
in the annual Tasmania trip. However 
Hughie Maltby, Peter Boag, Kevin Finn 
and David Wakefield had all travelled 
to Tasmania earlier in the week and 
thus enjoyed a great week at Hayes on 
Brumby’s with Peter providing his usual 
excellent service for the small group.  

Liars’ Lunch returned to the Kelvin Club 
with Peter Clayton, John Pilkington and 
Gordon Baker all providing some much-

needed entertainment for the members 
attending. It was pleasing to see some 25 
members make it into to town for our first 
visit to the Kelvin Club in 12 months.    

Our last Millbrook Lakes visit was 
on Wednesday, March 3. A report on 
this event will feature in next month’s 
newsletter.   

The first of what we hope will become 
an annual trip to Millbrook Lakes for a 
week’s fishing has still got some places 
to be filled. Mark Weigall will provide 
a guide, transport, and accommodation 
on site for the week. This promises to 
be an excellent opportunity to fish some 
fabulous well-stocked lakes, these being 
Stumps, Millbrook Cabin, Cerdo, Top 
Forbes and Bottom Forbes lakes. Mark 
informs us that fish range from 6 – 14 lb 
in these five lakes.  Andrew McKenzie 
has put together a package to include 
all meals for the week. All you need do 
is contact Andrew at email:  brixton@
optusnet.com.au to confirm your 
attendance. The dates are April 24 to 

President’s Message
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May 1. We will also have a social day on 
Friday, April 30, with a BBQ at Millbrook 
Cabin Lake. More details later in this 
issue.

Our Donger weekend with Bairnsdale Fly 
Fishers has been postponed until Spring. 
Stay tuned for more information later in 
the year.  

Our General meeting on March 18 will be 
a “Welcome Back” dinner at the Kelvin 
Club. This will be a formal evening to 
celebrate our 25 and 50-year members 
for 2020, as well as recognising a very 
worthy Jack Ritchie recipient. I encourage 
members, partners and friends to come 
along to this special night and reconnect 
with fellow members, as it is some time 
since we were able to get together for 
a dinner like this. Terry Rogers will co-
ordinate bookings for the evening and 
will email members with details. 

Its pleasing to see and hear many of you 
have managed to get amongst some 
fish, so please send in your pictures and 
reports to Lyndon.  

When you next manage to get out to 
enjoy some time on a river or beside a 
lake, savour the time and take a mate.  

Stay well.
Twigwater browns can be very pretty

Again this month it is with great delight 
that we welcome two new members to 
the VFFA.

We welcome Jim Jackman, who many of 
us will know. Jim is the highly skilled and 
very competent guide who looks after 
our members on our visits to Millbrook 
Lakes. 

We also welcome Theodor Baisi, who 
lives at Potts Point in NSW. Theodor is 

another very welcome NSW fly fisher 
who has been introduced to the VFFA by 
Sydney-based Council member Andrew 
McKenzie. 

To both Jim and Theodor – a very hearty 
and warm welcome to the Association. 
We trust that your membership brings 
many years of fabulous fishing and 
wonderful memories. 

Two New Members:
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Yes, leaders are so important – 
particularly in fly fishing. 

Forgive me - I couldn't find many quotes 
on leaders connected to fly lines. But 
aside from a lack of quotes there is still 
plenty to be said.

Tom Rosenbauer does a weekly podcast 
on fly fishing for the Orvis company. 
These podcasts are great – always 
entertaining and always informative. I 
have a number on my iPhone and often 
hunt one out to listen to on my occasional 
evening strolls around the block on the 
pretence of trying to get a tad fitter. And 
so it was that a few weeks ago I came 
across an old podcast made by Tom in 
2013 where he talked at length about fly 
fishing leaders and the materials they’re 
made of.

Tom’s first point was that leaders are 
an essential part of our fly casting and 
fly presentation. They keep our big fat 
fly lines away from the trout. But they 
do much more. If you try to cast a fly 
line without a leader attached it crashes 
heavily. The air resistance encountered 
by the leader when we cast is vital in 
achieving that gentle presentation of 
our flies that we need. So it logically 
follows that the actual construction of our 
leaders has a significant bearing on our 

fly presentation. The construction of our 
leaders also has an effect on how our fly 
rods feel and cast.

According to Tom the commercial leaders 
we purchase are the result of endless 
experimenting and tweaking by experts 
who work for tackle companies. These 
leaders are well-designed, so of course 
these days most of us find it convenient 
to buy these commercial leaders that are 
knotless and tapered. And they work 
well. Of course the tippet section at the 
end gets shorter as we change flies, so 
we all now know to knot one of those 
tiny 2 mm rings near the end of our 
tapered leader. Then our leaders won’t 
get progressively shorter as we retie our 
tippets.

But if we buy these commercial leaders 
we’re stuck with the tapers those tackle 
producers think we should use. Back in 
the old days we tied our own, and Tom 
suggests this is not a bad thing. Tying 
our own leaders takes a bit of time and 
we have to be careful with our knots, but 
we then have the capacity to tune them 
to our specific needs. Tom claims that he 
is constantly tweaking and fine tuning 
his leaders. He also reminds us that 
leaders constructed with knotted sections 
have the advantage of being easy to add 

“Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.”  (Warren Bennis)

“Leaders think and talk about the solutions. Followers think and talk about the problems.”  
(Brian Tracy)

“Never tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surprise you with their 
ingenuity.”  (General George Patton)

“A good leader is a person who takes a little more than his share of the blame and a little less than 
his share of the credit.” (John Maxwell)

From the
EDITOR’S DESK
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indicators to and droppers as well.  

Tom gives us the measurements for 
constructing a 9 foot 5X leader. His leader 
has a 71 cm butt of 0.55 mm line, then 36 
cm of 0.50, 30 cm of 0.45, 25 cm of 0.40, 
then four 15 cm sections of 0.35, then 0.30, 
then 0.25 and 0.20, and finally a tippet of 
75 cm or more of 0.15 mm line.

Of course formulae for leaders abound. 
When I first started fly fishing in the 
1970s we all purchased Charles Ritz’s 
fabulous “A Fly Fisher’s Life”, where 
on page 81 (of my copy) Charles gives a 
number of leader formulae for different 
situations. These are essentially the same 
as Tom’s – a longish butt section, then a 
middle section that tapers down quickly, 
and finally the tippet section. By the 
way, I constructed a leader using Tom’s 
formula and it works very nicely. And 
was cheap.

Tom also talks about those poly leaders – 
good for casting wet flies into the wind, 
but not very delicate. He likes braided 
leaders, but suggests coating them with 
some sort of paste floatant. Otherwise 
they sink and become a pain to cast. 
Braided leaders are great for dry fly 
fishing. They are extremely delicate to 
cast and will cast a long tippet well. They 
are also good to use when casting across 
a lot of variable currents. Because they 
are soft and supple they bend easily to 
accommodate the differing currents and 
thus help delay the onset of drag. 

Furled leaders are similar. They are 
powerful to cast but also delicate. They 
work well with short casts so are good to 
use on small tight streams.

Tom also talks about the two common 
materials used for constructing leaders 
– nylon monofilament and fluorocarbon. 
Nylon is cheap and fairly easy to knot. 
Fluorocarbon is more expensive (as we've 
all discovered) but is much more abrasion 
resistant, is not affected by sunlight, is 
denser than nylon so sinks quicker where 

a sunken fly is needed, and is almost 
invisible in water. It is also more difficult 
to knot so you need to take care when 
knotting fluorocarbon and you must 
then test your knots. Fluorocarbon can be 
safely knotted to nylon, and according to 
Tom a good knot for joining fluorocarbon 
to other lengths of fluorocarbon or to 
nylon is the triple surgeon’s knot. 

As a final thought Tom talks about our 
problems when we encounter fussy, 
spooky trout that take immediate offence 
at our casting efforts. The first counter-
measure is to add more length to our 
tippet. But Tom also carries a spool of 
line with the same diameter as the butt 
section of his leader, and will increase the 
length of his leaders by adding a metre to 
the butt section when the tippet is getting 
unwieldy. There’s a thought.

Tom doesn’t mention copolymer leader 
material. A quick Google check came up 
with this: “Copolymer tippet material is 
best known for its suppleness, stretch, 
and better than average “Strength-to-
Diameter” ratio. Copolymers do not 
have the abrasion resistance of polymers. 
Copolymers are best suited for situations 
where abrasion resistance is not critical 
(Spring Creeks, Lakes and Ponds), 
diameter is critical (“Leader Shy” fish), 
and presentation is important (slack 
line, dead drifts). As such, copolymers 
are popular with trout anglers who use 
small to medium size flies in water where 
light tippets are required for large fish. 
Also note that most copolymers have a 
low density and as such float longer than 
some other tippet materials (preventing 
the fly from being dragged under).”

So there you have it. When I ask you 
to introduce me to your leader all I'm 
wanting is a quick look at what’s tied on 
the end of your fly line.

Best wishes, take care and stay safe,

Lyndon
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Yes, there were some hilarious untruths 
told when some 25 members gathered 
at the Kelvin Club for a very welcome 
return to our favourite venue. It was so 
good to be back.

The food was delicious, and the three 
brave members who volunteered to 
share their experiences were highly 
entertaining. But perhaps the most visible 
and obvious feature of the meeting was 
the delight exhibited by members as they 
caught up with friends and colleagues 
they hadn’t seen for so many months. 

Our first member to share his recent 
fishing exploits was Peter Clayton.

Peter Clayton’s Report:
Today I am going to talk about four 
fishing trips I made from early November 
2020 up until a week or so ago, and about 
insurance. From the outset you need to 
know that I consider myself a mediocre 
fly fisher and am easily disheartened, 
so I probably use lures more often than 
flies and occasionally even resort to bait. 
Therefore you have a confessed heretic 
speaking to you at the moment. 

So why do I chase fish, and in particular, 
trout? It is not just about catching them. 
That certainly helps, but it is also the 
locations, the scenery, the wildlife, the 
company and the things that happen.

Trip one was to my favourite river in 
early November last year, just a day or so 
before Melbourne residents were allowed 
out after the second covid lockdown. 
I decided to get there before it was 
overrun by those of you who had been 
stuck at home for 112 days. I won’t name 
this spot, as I don’t want hordes of you 
stampeding up there and spoiling it for 
me. But here are some pictures up on the 
screen. 

I have decided that I won’t fish slippery, 
rocky, remote streams like this by myself 
any more. Again on this occasion I did 
go bottom over breast a couple of times, 

Another Very Entertaining Liars' Lunch:

Peter Clayton giving his report Peters insurance policy – the very keen and capable 
Cameron
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but fortunately didn’t do any serious 
damage to myself or my gear. These days 
I take insurance and here is my insurance 
policy for this trip. Cam is the son of a 
mate of mine and here he is holding a 
trout that he caught in the Thredbo River 
last December. It was about 6 lb, and my 
biggest is 3 lb. 

Cam enjoys all types of fishing, but 
especially likes throwing lures in small 
streams and he absolutely loves this 
place. This little stream is fairly narrow 
and overgrown in lots of places, which 
makes it difficult for me to cast a fly. On 
this trip I was determined to use my 
fly rod, and the arrangement was that 
I would cast my fly wherever I could 
and Cam would throw lures anywhere 
I couldn’t. After a couple of hours and a 
couple of kilometres wading upstream I 
reckon that he had accessed about three-
quarters of the water and had caught a 
couple of trout, missed a few too, and had 
quite a few follows. 

I had not even spooked a fish, but had 
been ‘treed’ on numerous occasions 
and a few times had to unwrap line and 
leader from around my fly rod and head. 
So by this stage I was fairly frustrated 
so packed away the fly rod and started 
tossing lures. Some of you may be 
pleased to hear that I didn’t actually catch 
anything on the lures either, but I did 
miss a few and had quite a few follows. 
But for me it is not always about catching 
fish. 

I have fished this little stream for a 
number of years and had never seen a 
snake, but late in the afternoon we saw 
two, so now I've added a snake bite kit 
to my fishing pack. Despite not landing a 
fish on either fly or lure I was content, as 
this place always lifts my spirits.

Trip Two was an annual week-long 
excursion to Lake Eucumbene in early 

December last year. Because of covid 
border closures I had deleted this annual 
trip from my diary, but then I had a call 
from Gordon to say that NSW was about 
to re-open to Victorians and the trip was 
happening in two weeks’ time. Gordon, 
Hughie, Mick, Phil and I were confirmed 
starters with arrangements to be sorted 
quickly. 

Two days before we were due to leave I 
still hadn’t received any details about the 
trip but finally got through to Mick who 
informed me that he would be driving 
and Gordon, Hughie and Phil were 
already at Khancoban. That left me to 
drive the 500 kms by myself. 

On Friday morning I headed off, and on 
arriving at Jindabyne called in at the fly 
shop for a few last minute items to find 
Gordon, Hughie and Phil there poring 
over trays of flies. They were pleased to 
see me as it meant they could unload a 
passenger and other larger items. I was 
also happy to have some company for 
the final drive to our accommodation at 
Crowes near Braemar Bay. 

Perversely, I was also heartened to hear 
that they had failed to land a fish in the 
previous three days. It served them right 
for heading up early. We arrived at 4:30 
pm and were greeted by Mick who had 
arrived earlier and set up at the ‘Ritz’. So 
we assembled our gear and headed for 
the water. 

Delightful water to fish

>>>
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The weather was ideal, warm with a 
slight breeze and the sight of a few fish 
rising. Initially they were just out of 
casting range but they gradually moved 
closer as the sun dipped behind the hills. 
Phil and I were fishing not far apart and 
we each caught rainbows of about 1½ lb. 
For me this was a great start, as on some 
previous trips I had failed to even land a 
fish. 

After another couple of hits and a bust 
off I returned to the hut for dinner and 
a drink or two and a good night’s sleep. 
On Saturday I had three fish hit the fly 
but failed to hook any of them, and on 
Sunday I landed a brown of 1¾ lb and 
a small rainbow. Things were looking 
good, but then the weather changed and 
the fish went off the bite. Over the next 
few days it was cool and windy, and 
there were a couple of thunderstorms 
with more wind and rain, and even dust 
clouds. 

There were still some large insect hatches 
and plenty of dragonflies about, but for 
me there were no more fish. The other 
guys did catch a few but I get frustrated 
in the wind and tend not to try for as 
long or as often as they do. So during the 
last few days I just enjoyed the scenery, 
the company, the good food, the ample 
evening beverages and the animal life. 
I saw black ducks, wood ducks, crows, 
galahs, a pelican, swans, seagulls, parrots, 
red-capped plovers, white cockatoos, 
sparrows, large flocks of starlings and 
grazing cattle. 

Perhaps the highlight for me happened 
on Tuesday evening whilst fishing the top 
end of the bay. I noticed movement on 
the water to my left and turned to see an 
echidna swimming slowly towards me. I 
escorted it out of the water and watched 
it waddle off towards the hills and was 
surprised at how quickly it covered the 
ground.

Now Hughie and Phil were leaving 
on Thursday and at 7:00 am Phil was 
wandering around looking for his phone. 
We searched the hut and the cars, rang his 
number (but of course it was on vibrate), 
and then even tried a phone locator 
app but still couldn’t find it. Eventually 
they left with the hope that it had to be 
somewhere in the car and they would 
find it when they got home.

An hour or so later, on a hunch, I walked 
up the hill to the rubbish skip, rang 
Phil’s number and heard a loud vibration 
coming from deep within. So I went back 
to the hut and donned boots and gloves 
and three of us went on a scavenger 
hunt. The phone was eventually found 
in amongst the cans, bottles and other 
rubbish. Phil was greatly relieved to hear 
that his phone had been found and he 
was reunited with it a few days later. 
For those of you who remember the TV 
show ‘Skippy’ it gave new meaning to the 
words ‘Hello Skip’.

The following day the remaining three 
of us headed home, and I noted that, 
yet again, the wind had dropped and 
conditions were going to be ideal for 
the next few days after we’d left. I went 
home via Adaminaby, an extra 90 kms 
but an easier drive. Unfortunately Mick, 
who had driven that way to get there, 
neglected to mention the many sections 
of road-works along the way and I got 
stopped at every one of them. Despite 
my lack of fish after the first three days 
and those delays on the way home it was 
another great trip with good company, 
good food, good wine and the bonus of a 
couple of unusual occurrences.

Trip Three was a return to my happy 
place. We went on December 24 and Cam 
was my insurance policy again on this 
trip. The water level was a bit lower this 
time and because of my lack of success on 
the previous trip I decided against using 
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>>>

my fly rod. I have rarely seen fish feeding 
from the surface here, despite there being 
plenty of insect activity. We both caught 
fish, including some of the smallest I 
have ever caught on a lure - they were 
barely 2” long. I saw another snake, 
a copperhead this time, crawl across 
the rocks a metre in front of me and I 
watched as it hunted down a small lizard 
in the grass on the bank - something I 
have never seen before, probably because 
snakes usually see me heading rapidly in 
the opposite direction. 

This is a well-recognized camping spot 
yet here on Christmas Eve not another 
soul present. Obviously all back in town 
enjoying the Christmas festivities. It 
was great to have a place like that to 
ourselves. 

I have mentioned my personal trip 
insurance a couple of times but on this 
trip a second insurance policy was 
needed. On the drive home I struck a 
wallaby, which didn’t do the wallaby or 
my car any good. I guess that’s what I 
get for fishing on Christmas Eve! About 
$4,000 to fix it, and my first insurance 
claim in nearly 50 years of driving.  

Trip Four was this year’s VFFA trip 
to Tasmania and I was really looking 
forward to my first fishing trip to 
Tassie. I had purchased some new 
waders just three hours before we were 
scheduled to board the ferry and then the 
message came through that at midnight 
Tasmania’s border was to be closed to 
anyone arriving from Victoria, so the trip 
was called off. 

I headed home later that evening with 
my new waders and a feeling of huge 
disappointment. At 7:30 pm I sounded a 
long blast on my car horn to salute our 
scheduled sailing time and scared the 
hell out of the bloke in the car in the lane 
beside me. 

Despite the entire state being in tight 
lockdown for five days I needed to try 
out my new waders. So I put them on 
to check my lawn sprinkler system. I 
also decided to get some practice for a 
future trip to windy Tasmania and the 
result, as the photo shows, was entirely 
predictable. 

Thanks for listening, and I hope you 
can all get to your favourite spots in the 
coming months.

John Pilkington’s Report:
As luck would have it I was fishing the 
Big River at Enoch’s Point just after 
Christmas and a very funny thing 
happened to me. It was just on 6 o'clock, 
so just the right time to be on the river. 
There is a place just below our property 
where the river swings round in a big 
bend and on the far side there is a cliff. 
Now I've often seen fish rising and 
feeding there, and my approach is usually 
to wade up from the bottom of the 
pool. I'm usually able to wade to about 
halfway out into the water and throw my 
fly into these rising fish. Sometimes I’m 
successful and sometimes I'm not. 

Peter tried his new waders while practising his 
casting in the backyard
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Anyway on this particular night fish 
were feeding and I worked my way a bit 
further up the pool where the water was 
deeper and I needed to make a longer 
cast. Now this really is a story for fly 
fishermen because you all know that 
wonderful feeling when you actually see 
a fish feeding and you are clever enough 
to select the right fly to deceive that fish 
and you are even more clever to be able 
to cast the fly out and get it over to where 
the fish can see it and take it. And when 
the fish takes your fly and you strike 
and you take some time to get the fish 
into your net it gives you a great feeling 
of inner satisfaction to be able to get the 
better of these wonderful wild creatures. 

However this didn't happen to me on this 
particular night. I was trying to lengthen 
my cast to get it out to where I thought 
there was probably a fish so was casting 
and casting again, working line out. I 
probably had almost half of the total line 
in the air when I suddenly discovered I 
couldn't strip any more line off the reel 
because the line had wound over itself on 
the reel. So I thought I better stop at this 
point with the line falling on the water 
while I inspected the reel and dragged 
bits of line off and pulled the tangles 

apart. I finally got it free and had the reel 
working again so thought I'd just reel 
all the line in. But when I looked around 
behind me there was this quite large 
fish leaping out of the water. What had 
happened was that my fly had drifted all 
the way down to this stretch of water to 
where this fish, bless him, had grabbed 
my Cinnamon Parachute Dun. So there it 
was – exquisite skill! 

So I reeled the fish in and that was the 
only one that I kept that night, because 
if you are stupid enough to get caught 
that way then you don't deserve to be 
swimming around in the river. 

I made my way back home and those of 
you who have been up there might know 
this pool. Mike and Hamish certainly do - 
it's opposite the old cemetery there. Now 
this was an old gold mining area and 
various people are buried in the cemetery 
there. I have actually been doing a lot of 
research on who was buried there. While 
there are only two actual tombstones 
there I believe that there are more than 40 
people who have been buried at this spot. 
(This has got nothing to do with fishing 
by the way!) 

I came across infants who died of 
whooping cough and men who had died 
because of rocks falling in the tunnels that 
the gold miners dug through those hard 
rock mines. 

I also came across a guy whose name was 
F.X. Wordsmith, and I thought to myself 
that's a very funny name for a miner. So 
I looked him up on Google and it turns 
out that he was actually the man who 
invented the crossword puzzle. Then I 
remember what an old miner had told me 
when I asked him about people buried 
at this place. He said, “Wordsmith? Yes, 
I remember. He’s over there – he was 
buried two down and three across.”

John Pilkington assured us that his report was a 
true story – he knows because he made it up himself
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I think we're getting into the lies now. 
Anyway I made my way a bit further up 
the river and then came to a spot that 
is particularly well known. It's right at 
the point at Enoch's Point. It's a place I 
remember going to with my dad when 
I was a boy. There were all these old 
broken bits of timber lying in the rushes 
at the edge of the river there, so I asked 
my dad what was going on there. He 
explained that this was where they had 
their brewery. It was called the Brewery 
Hole. I said, “Yes, I’ve heard about it - 
it's marked on the maps as the Brewery 
Hole.”

Dad said the old-timers used to make 
their beer here. Those old bits of timber 
used to be wooden boxes. The miners 
would go down and get into the reeds 
and catch as many frogs as they could 
and put them in the boxes. And when 
they had enough they would simply 
bottle up all the hops. 

I think that's all I should say today. 
(Following John's highly entertaining 
contribution Gordon Baker added his 
very humorous contribution. This will be 
included in our next issue.)

It was great to be back in the Kelvin Club

Last month we provided the Notice of 
Event (NOE) statement for this special 
occasion. Andrew McKenzie, our NSW 
member of Council, has gone to great 
lengths to organise a fabulous week of 
fishing for members with Mark Weigall 
at Millbrook Lakes. It was nominally 
titled “State of Origin” as the invitation 

is for six VFFA members based in Sydney 
to fish with six VFFA members from 
Victoria. While there was a tentative hint 
at it being a NSW vs Victoria competition, 
the underlying objective is for twelve 
VFFA members to enjoy each other’s 
company whilst fishing the very best lake 
fishing that our state can provide.

State of Origin
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The date for this event is Saturday, April 
24, to Saturday, May 1. 

The lakes selected for this event are not 
the four lakes that VFFA members have 
been fishing over the past couple years. 
Instead Mark has personally selected 
five top lakes for this week’s fishing for 
members. These lakes are normally only 
available as “guided waters” and they 
will be locked off and held exclusively for 
our group for the duration of the week.

The lakes Mark has chosen are Stumps 
(a large lake which will be fished from 
a boat and has fish to 6 lb), Millbrook 
Cabin (offering shore-based angling with 
fish to 6 lb), Cerdo (shore-based angling 
with fish to 14 lb), Top Forbes (again 
shore-based angling with fish to 10 lb), 
and Bottom Forbes (again shore-based 
angling with fish to 10 lb).

This is certainly an excellent opportunity 
to fish high quality water while enjoying 
the company of a group of fellow VFFA 
members.

Event details are as follows:

The Event: seven days fishing at 
Millbrook Lakes, at Gordon, Victoria. This 
is the inaugural VFFA “State of Origin”, 
a gathering of Victorian and New South 
Wales VFFA Members for a week of 
friendly fishing together. So there are 
12 spots available to be made up of six 
anglers from NSW and six from Victoria.  

Dates: The NSW group, due to travel, 
will arrive over the weekend of April 
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25. The Victorian 
group will arrive on Saturday, April 24. 

Cost: $1,450 per person for shared 
accommodation (bunk and multiple 
single beds (check http://www.
millbrooklakes.com.au/accommodation.
html), with linen including towel and face 
washer, breakfast and dinner. 

(This cost is incredibly good value – 
seven days fishing with guiding provided 
on Millbrook Lakes – the best private 
lake fishing in the state. The cost includes 
accommodation, all meals, and guides. 
Compare this cost with the typical cost 
of trips to Tasmania or New Zealand. For 
us Victorians the travel time and travel 
cost is negligible, and the likelihood of 
connecting with some really big trout is 
there.)

Meals & Drinks: Breakfast, Lunch and 
Dinner are included in the above cost. 
Ingredients for breakfast and dinner will 
be supplied, and you will be expected 
to be involved in cooking a meal on 
one of the nights. Breakfast will be self-
serve and will include a range of cereals, 
toast, juice, coffee. Lunches and morning 
and afternoon teas will be provided by 
Millbrook. BYO wine, beer, spirits and 
non-alcoholic drinks as required. On 
Thursday April 29 the VFFA Presidents 
(current and past) will cook dinner for 
the group. On Friday, April 30, at the 
conclusion of the week, various awards 
will be presented at a BBQ.

Fishing locations: Fishing will be 
available in the five lakes chosen by Mark 
Weigall of Millbrook Lakes. These lakes 
will be for the exclusive use of the VFFA 
for the week.  

Mark has suggested his top five flies for 
Millbrook as follows: Milly Midge, Olive 
Magoo, Black Woolly Bugger, Brown 
Nymph and Dun patterns in shaving 
brush/paradun style.

Guiding: Millbrook will be providing 
a “guide” to accompany anglers to the 
selected lakes and verify and record 
catches. Millbrook guides will supply all 
transit to lakes for fishing once people 
arrive at Millbrook as all lakes are on 
private property. 
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John is a Fisheries Manager with the 
Victorian Fisheries Authority. He has over 
three decades of experience in fisheries 
and fisheries management, with these 
years including research in native fish 
aquaculture, conservation of threatened 
fish, habitat restoration, fisheries 
assessment, and most recently fisheries 
management. The constant objective 
throughout his career has been a driving 
aim to make a difference to recreational 
fishing.  

John has authored over 50 publications 
ranging from peer reviewed scientific 
journal papers to project reports, and 
he even writes the occasional blog. He 

regularly contributes to Philip Weigall’s 
digital FlyStream magazine.

He currently manages the VFA’s 
recreational fish stocking program, where 
he works closely with anglers to maintain 
and enhance fisheries across the state.

John is also a keen fly fisher, and as he 
lives in Alexandra on the Goulburn, has 
access to a number of local trout streams 
that he fishes regularly. He has also very 
kindly and obligingly become our VFFA 
fishing reporter on the trout fishing 
around Thornton and Eildon areas.  

John has agreed to give a lunchtime 
talk at our April meeting. He writes: 
“As discussed, I’ll be able to give an 
update on trout matters from the VFA 
perspective, can also give a little bit about 
the Codference if people are interested, 
and I may even be a bit cheeky and talk 
about some old research we did regarding 
trout and temperatures in lakes. This will 
be of interest and relevant to summer lake 
and stream fishing. Thanks for inviting 
me. I look forward to it.”

We look forward very much to hearing 
John again. So mark the date in your 
diary: 

Thursday April 15, 12:30 pm at the Kelvin 
Club.

The April Meeting with John Douglas

John Douglas

If you are interested please contact the 
event coordinator promptly as there are 
limited spots left for this trip.

Event Co-ordinator: Andrew McKenzie, 
Mobile: 0447 333 818, 

Email: brixton@optusnet.com.au, Postal 
address: 9 Davidson Avenue, Warrawee, 
NSW 2074



16 VFFA MARCH 2021

Here are some common questions and 
answers:

What is the Ovens River Challenge? 
The Ovens River Challenge is a “Fishing 
and Social” event for recreational anglers 
who are passionate about our native 
or trout fisheries and the health of our 
waterways. This event is a population 
monitoring “Catch, Measure & Release” 
event for native fish and trout.

Dates & Location? 
March 20 & 21, at Myrtleford. Event 
Headquarters will be at Nimmo Bridge 
Recreation Area, Buffalo River Road, 
Myrtleford. 

What do I have to do to register for the 
Event? 
You can acquire a registration pack 
from the ATF or NFA by email or phone 
request.

Advise Terry or Tim, by email or 
phone, that you will be registering and 
participating in the Event. You will 
then be provided with the registration 
package.  

ATF Email: president@atfonline.com.au 
Phone: Terry George - 0418 332 744 

Or - NFA Email: nfavic@yahoo.com.au 
Phone: Tim Curmi - 0417 419 765. 

Prior to commencement of fishing all 
anglers must attend the Registration 
Station at Headquarters (Nimmo Bridge 
Recreation Reserve) in order to receive 
a Record Card, Ruler and Identification 
Token.  

The Registration Station will be open on 
Friday, March 19, from 5:00 pm until 8:00 
pm, and on Saturday, March 20, from 8:00 
am until 11:00 am. 

Do I have to pay to enter the Event?  
No. This is a FREE event, no entry fee, 
AND, the Sunday BBQ is also FREE. 
However, a small donation would be 
greatly appreciated on the day to assist 
with our costs for the event. You are also 
welcome to take membership of the ATF 
or NFA and to participate in enhancing 
the health of our waterways and fisheries 
by planting trees and restoring in-stream 
habitat. 

Who are the Organisers/Promoters of 
the Event? 
The members, supporters and affiliated 
Angling Clubs of the Australian Trout 
Foundation (ATF) and Native Fish 
Australia (NFA).  

Who is eligible to enter the Event? 
All recreational anglers who enjoy our 
inland fisheries. 

The “Open Age” is for both male and 
female anglers. The “Junior Age” is also 
for male and female anglers who are 
Under 18 at January 1, 2021. We hope 
to see many junior and senior female 
anglers participating in the Event.

Are there awards and prizes for 
successful anglers? 
Yes. Separate awards and prizes will be 
awarded to male and female open age 
and junior anglers who “Catch, Measure 
and Release” the longest Murray Cod, or 
Brown Trout, or Rainbow Trout of legal 

ATF News - Ovens River Challenge 2021

Last month’s issue of Fly Lines gave details of the Australian Trout Foundation’s Ovens 
River Challenge. This event is scheduled for Saturday, March 20, and Sunday, March 
21, and the event headquarters will be at the Nimmo Bridge Recreation Area on Buffalo 
River Road, Myrtleford.
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sizes. Junior anglers can also win prizes 
for the longest redfin or carp. Female 
open age and junior anglers are most 
welcome to participate and partake of the 
prizes. 

What is the deadline for submission of 
Catch Record Cards? 
Angler Record Cards must be submitted 
at the recording station at Nimmo Bridge 
Recreation Reserve no later than 12 noon 
on Sunday for the recorded fish to be 
eligible for the Event. 

When will the Awards and Prizes be 
presented? 
The Awards and Prizes will be presented 

during the FREE BBQ starting at 12 noon 
on Sunday. 

If anyone has a question that has not been 
answered here, please call or email Terry 
or Tim. We look forward to meeting and 
greeting lots of recreational anglers at 
the event, and we wish you “Tight Lines, 
Screaming Reels, and a few Lucky Casts”.    

Organisers / Promoters:    

One of the highlights of the VFFA 
program is the annual trip to Tasmania, 
where members stay at Peter Hayes’ 
Fly Fishing Lodge on Brumbys Creek.
Tragically this year’s trip became the 
victim of the five-day coronavirus 
lockdown imposed on February 12 by our 
state premier. The timing couldn’t have 
been worse. On the very afternoon when 
members were driving to the airport or to 
Station Pier at the Melbourne docks to fly 
or sail to Tassie for this much anticipated 
trip the lockdown was announced. The 

Tasmanian state premier then responded, 
stating that visitors arriving from Victoria 
the next day would need to spend two 
weeks in isolation at their own expense.

So our president Chris Gray, who had 
organised this year’s trip and who was 
one of the participating members, had 
the unenviable task of phoning the 
other members and informing them that 
the trip had to be cancelled. But when 
our bitterly disappointed members 
had turned around and were heading 

Report on Tasmania Trip to Hayes on Brumby's - February 2021

Kevin and Peter enjoyed lunch in magnificent weather on Gunns Lake



18 VFFA MARCH 2021

back home there was a late second 
announcement from the Tasmanian 
premier saying there was a change in 
plan - visitors to Tasmania sailing on the 
night trip to Tassie that evening would 
not have to isolate when they arrived. 
The timing of this change was cruel, 
being just a short time before the Princess 
of Tasmania set sail that evening. No time 
for late reversals of travel plans.

So the Victorian Covid restrictions on 
the eve of Friday, February 12, prevented 
VFFA members making the trip to 
Tasmania. However, four members of the 
group had travelled to Tassie a day earlier 
and thus were already in Tasmania when 
the lockdown was announced. So Hughie 
Maltby, David Wakefield, Peter Boag 
and Kevin Finn had the run of Hayes on 
Brumbys all to themselves.

Here is Kevin Finn’s report on their week 
in Tassie:

We were welcomed by Peter Hayes 
and his wife Di. They had prepared an 
excellent dinner of personally caught 
salmon and home-grown vegetables, and 
we ate together outside in the garden on 
a warm Saturday night in Cressy. Prior 
to our arrival in Tasmania the state had 
had over 160 mm of rain, so the country 
looked a treat and rivers and lakes were 
brimming to their banks.

Prior to meeting at Hayes on Brumbys 
Peter Boag and I fished with Mike 
Stevens on Penstock Lagoon where I 
landed a fine 3 lb brown. However most 
anglers in Tasmania were reporting that 
generally the fishing over recent weeks 
had been tough. 

As the week unfolded Hughie fished with 
Mike Stevens on the Macquarie River 
and between them they landed some 25 
browns. David Wakefield fished Brumbys 
Creek but without success. 

Hugh Maltby and David Wakefield fishing Four Springs Lake from the VFFA’s Purdon
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The four members who managed to escape to Tasmania enjoyed the fabulous hospitality of Peter and Di 
Hayes

>>>
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On the Monday Peter Hayes guided Peter 
Boag and myself on the beautiful serene 
Four Springs Lake, while Hughie and 
David joined us in the VFFA purdon. The 
lake was full of bait fish and the trout 
were big and strong on this protein-rich 
diet. We connected with some but no fish 
were landed. These very well fed strong 

fish broke us off just before we tried to 
land them.

On Tuesday our group headed to Lake 
Fergus where Hughie and David waded 
and Peter and I were guided by Peter 
Hayes in his float boat. The outcome was 
exciting with Peter and I catching nine 
browns, all over 3 lb, from among the 
weeds on the far shore. David caught two 
sizeable browns there and Hughie landed 
one.

Back at the lodge Hughie continued 
in his well-established role as chef 
extraordinaire, so we ate well. However 
we greatly missed the comradery of the 
other members of the group who, sadly, 
were just not able to be there with us this 
year. They would have filled the place 
with countless stories. Their absence was 
a huge tragedy and disappointment for 
us all.

Peter Boag caught this brown on Lake Fergus

David Wakefield waded Fergus and worked hard 
for two fish, this being the second of his catches

VFFA hard-working secretary Kevin Finn was 
rewarded with this superb brown
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The weather has been somewhat 
indifferent recently, and the trout fishing 
has also been indifferent. La Nina 
brought some welcome summer rain and 
with it some good fishing opportunities 
too. The rain produced great backwater 
fishing on northern rivers that flooded. 
The Mersey River in particular has fished 
well over the past few weeks, and after 
the spate subsided has also produced 
some very welcome mayfly hatches. 
Grasshoppers are now out and about too, 
and on the windy days we’ve had the 
trout have been enjoying the feast. This is 
when the charm of our smaller rivers is 
at its best. The catchment streams of the 
Derwent, Huon, Mersey, Meander, and 
South and North Esk rivers, to name a 
few, have also been fishing well.

Around the lakes it has been somewhat 
hit and miss. Talbots Lagoon, however, 
has continued to be spectacular. The 
trout, both browns and rainbows, are in 
super condition and have been up on 
the mayfly. Canoes and sit-on tops have 
become popular as anglers here may only 
fish from non-motorised boats. Although 
these allow a bit more manoeuvrability 
around the lagoon and give access to 
fish rising out amongst the trees you can 
certainly fish successfully without one 
by walking the edges in many places. 
Typically during a hatch there are plenty 
of fish visibly working and if you prop 
in a likely location they will come to you. 
Scruffy duns and red spinners have been 
the flies of choice. No doubt mudeye 
patterns during low light periods are also 
worth trying.

Despite the changing weather there have 
been some windows of blue sky. In the 
Nineteen Lagoons, though the fishing 
hasn’t been easy, some lovely fish have 

come to the dry fly. The rain late in 
January coincided with Hydro Tasmania 
having the valve shut at Lake Augusta for 
works on the Liawenee Canal. Augusta 
Dam flooded back into Old Augusta and 
there was some fantastic visual fishing to 
tailing fish polaroiding the crystal clear 
water around the edges. The fish gorged 
themselves on worms but would readily 
take a dry fly. There were a couple of 
weeks of spectacular fishing. A similar 
event occurred last year. It is worth 
keeping an eye on the Hydro lake levels 
https://www.hydro.com.au/water/lake-
levels for these opportunities.

There has been some good dry fly action 
around the shore on yingina/Great Lake. 
The water level has been holding up 
and the fish have been in close. Plenty of 
caddis at either end of the day with some 
duns hatching in the weedy bays to bring 
fish up. The sun has been an advantage 
in spotting them but drifting a dry in low 
light conditions has been effective. Be 
prepared to walk the shores and cover a 
bit of distance as the fish are certainly in 
patches.

Huntsman Lake flooded quickly on the 
recent rain event with a lot of water 
falling on the Western Tiers. This also 
provided good fishing around the 
margins with fish cruising the edge and 
in some corners they have been tailing. 
They will come up to a dry fly.

The rainbows have been up in the wind 
lanes at Dee Lagoon. A small fiery 
brown nymph or beetle well placed 
and twitched across their nose has been 
getting them interested. The fish are in 
fantastic condition as you would expect 
from this water. Hopefully there will be 
some jassids about in the coming months 
to keep them looking up and draw 

Tasmania Fishing Report
... from Chris Wisniewski, Tasmanian IFS

>>>
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the big browns out of the logs.

Some late news. Despite good hatches 
the reports from Penstock Lagoon have 
mostly suggested that the fishing had 
been difficult. However on Monday, 
February 22, there was a prolific hatch 
of mayfly and the fish were up taking 
them. The water was clear so the trout 

taking duns could then be tracked with 
polaroids until they rose to the next fly. 
This made for some very exciting fishing. 
They were taking the artificial fly readily.

We look forward to seeing you here soon.

Warm regards, Chris

A large brown cruising the flooded margins of Lake Augusta
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I have been fortunate to visit New 
Zealand on several occasions. The 
second last time was in October 
2017, when I visited Turangi and the 
Tongariro River near Lake Taupo with 
our youngest son and my brother. We 
had some magnificent fishing. We were 
recommended a guide, Will Fullerton-
Smith, by my friend Frank Schlosser 
who I have known since the early 2000's. 
Frank was busy when we were there so 
he recommended Will, and what a great 
guide Will turned out to be.

Having fished the lower sections of the 
Tongariro several times, we wanted to 
experience something a little different. On 
the previous trip, Frank and I had gone 
for a walk along the river from where we 
were staying. For anyone who has not 
experienced the Tongariro, it holds such 
a huge population of rainbows that it is 
almost beyond belief. The migration of 
rainbows from Lake Taupo to spawn in 
the upper reaches and tributaries of the 
Tongariro is phenomenal, and they are 
readily visible as they move upstream 
in a constant parade, sometimes in their 
hundreds at a time. Fish and Game New 
Zealand put the numbers at between 
60,000 to 80,000 fish moving upstream 
between April and November each year.

Whilst we were walking Frank pointed 
out a "resident" brown of about 5 kg 
feeding happily in a deep stretch of 
water among some sizeable boulders. We 
watched this fish for several minutes as 
she rode the currents feeding in a fairly 
predictable pattern. She kept returning to 
her lie behind the largest boulder, resting 
briefly about two thirds up its height 
where the water movement was least. 
From here she had a constant stream of 
water directed between hers and another 

large boulder, and she would float up in 
the crystal water as if flying, take a sub-
surface morsel, do a quick sweep of her 
territory, and then return to her station. 
She was beautiful and powerful - and 
enchanting just to watch.

With this in mind, and booked in with 
Will the next day, I asked if he knew 
where we could target some browns - as 
I had never caught one in the Tongariro. 
The answer was: "Yes, we'll do it 
tomorrow!”

We crossed at the Major Jones bridge, 
and walked for a while, arriving at an 
anabranch of the main river, a shallow 
section flowing out of a large pool against 
the willows on the bank, then emptying 
back into the river.

It is always the case that once you know 
what you are looking for, you see it all the 
time. At first I couldn't see any fish that 
Will was pointing out, but then he said 
that browns in that part of the river had 
an almost iridescent green-olive, "glow-
like" tinge to their backs, as distinct from 
the steel-blue appearance of the rainbows' 
backs.

Sure enough, when I knew what to look 
for, there they were!

This one was in about 30 cm of riffle 
water and feeding happily as the water 
brought food to her. We normally 
fish nymphs with an indicator in the 
Tongariro for the rainbows, but this 
situation called for a dry fly. A Parachute 
Adams was the choice - in about a size 18, 
and tied to a very fine tippet.

I had been having trouble with my reel - 
an ancient Mayfly I have had since before 
large arbor reels came into fashion. 

STRIKE, STRIKE!
... some reminiscing by John Hall

>>>
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I positioned myself downstream and 
cast - no good. Will told me to place the 
fly a further two metres upsteam and one 
metre further left. Somehow I managed 
to do so. 

But then I got preoccupied with my reel, 
as it had jammed when I was stripping 
line for the cast. Looking at the reel, and 
not at my fly, I didn't see the take, but 
out the corner of my eye, looking back to 
where my fly should have been, my sixth 
sense noticed that something was amiss; 
something had changed. 

Then I heard: "Yes - Strike, Strike". I must 
have been momentarily in another world, 
as this all sounded far away and taking 
what seemed seconds to register. When I 
came to my senses, I lifted the rod ever so 
slowly as if in a daze, and goodness, he 
was on! I could have said "God save the 

Queen" at least four times between the 
take which my brother, my son and Will 
had all clearly seen, and when I finally 
lifted the rod. But he was on nevertheless 
- and there he is in the picture below.

It just goes to show that when fishing 
dries, sometimes it pays not to strike 
too quickly or violently as I am sure, 
having been used to striking hard at the 
smallest pause when fishing wets under 
an indicator as we had been used to 
doing for the Rainbows, had I done so, 
I wouldn't have caught this magnificent 
fish!

By the way - he was released for another 
day!

John Hall

19.1.2021

John's magnificent Tongariro brown
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North of the Border

With the easing of Covid border 
movement restrictions, many of you may 
be wondering how the NSW fishery is 
faring.

The news is mixed. Good rains over 
winter and early spring got all the 
Monaro streams flowing again. Lake 
Eucumbene rose over fresh ground, 
and there is good grass cover. However, 
the catchments of streams such as the 
Bobundara and the Maclaughlin are still 
not fully recharged, and drier conditions 
in early summer saw the Bobundara stop 
flowing and the Maclaughlin get very 
low. The Bobundara in particular was 
deemed to be not safe to stock in our 
recent fingerling stockings, despite some 
recent good falls of rain. 

So the hatchery has agreed to hold 
its fingerlings over for a period in the 
hope that things will improve. The 
Maclaughlin, Kybeyan and Kydra have 
all received fingerling stockings recently. 
In addition, the Kybeyan and Kydra were 
stocked with some advanced rainbow 
fingerlings in spring, and these have 
grown very well. Some brown trout fry 
went into the Kydra, Kybeyan and mid-
Maclaughlin at the same time. 

There are very small numbers of older 
fish left in the Kybeyan and Kydra, 
but I believe there are none in the 
Bobundara, and probably very few in 
the Mac. Recovery will take time, but 
given a continuation of ongoing suitable 
conditions, fish stocked this season 
should reach about one pound or better 
by this time next year, and thus provide 
fishing opportunities. 

There is better news for Lake Eucumbene, 
which has fished better than it has for 

years. Early in the season fish were in 
close taking small beetles and beetle 
larvae which were flooded out of the 
new ground covered by the rising waters. 
These fish included pleasing numbers 
of rainbows of varying sizes, as well as 
some great browns. This was followed 
by some good chironomid fishing in the 
bays. Currently the mudeyes are hatching 
on the right evenings, and many fish are 
full of stick caddis. This fishing is very 
weather driven, with good bags one night 
and nothing the next, while the patient 
and persistent angler can catch a fish or 
two during the day on flies fished slow 
and low. 

Tantangara fished well early but its level 
has been dropped appreciatively, I think 
to allow Snowy Hydro 2 activity, so I am 
unsure of current fishing results there.

The Mountain streams have provided 
consistent but not outstanding results, 
including those the fires ravaged. There 
have been significant falls of rain in the 
mountains recently, and grasshoppers are 
present in places, which bodes well for 
the autumn fishing. 

Anglers need to be aware that some of the 
Kosciuszko National Park is still closed 
due to fire damage. Last reports were 
that the link road from Cabramurra to 
Khancoban was closed, stopping access 
to Ogilvies and the upper Tumut and 
Tooma. Check this if you are coming up.

Summing up, forget the eastern Monaro 
streams for now and concentrate instead 
on the lakes and the streams flowing out 
of Kosciuszko.

... from Rod Whiteway. Rod is Secretary of the Monaro Acclimatisation Society and has 
written the following report for us on the trout fishing in the Monaro in NSW.
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This season has been exceptional. After 
several years of drought, low summer 
flows and high water temperatures, we 
finally had some good winter, spring and 
summer rains. This has transformed the 
whole countryside. Shrubs, trees, flowers, 
fruit, vegies, (and weeds of course) - 
everything has grown at phenomenal 
rates. 

Plenty of insects, higher flows and lower 
water temps have seen the fishery recover 
as well, with the trout being in very good 
condition and in greater numbers. (Like 
the number of visiting anglers!)

This transformation seems to be 
widespread - I’ve seen plenty of reports 
of great fishing in the Kiewa, Mitta Mitta, 
Upper Murray, and right through the 
Snowies.

For reasons I’m still not clear on, here 
in the Upper Ovens browns seem to be 
outnumbering rainbows for the first time 
ever. Here’s a photo of a nice one I caught 
out the back of my house in Harrietville 
a few weeks ago - much better than 
the average size of the fish we get here 
normally.

Upper Ovens Report
... from Brian Eddy. Brian is a long-standing VFFA member who lives at Harrietville in 
the state’s north-east. He is very familiar with the local trout fishing and has agreed to 
provide us with a short report on the current fishing up that way.

Brian caught this brown trout – a good one for the Ovens
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All of my trips to the Goulburn River 
are foreshadowed by keen but wary 

anticipation and that was particularly 
the case for my recent mid-January day 
trip with it being the first for me for 
the season. My eagerness was further 
heightened by a forecast for warm 
weather and light southerlies, and the 
fact that I could escape mid-week and 
avoid the hordes when ordinarily work 
commitments and the parenting demands 
of an infant would preclude that luxury.   

Being a creature of habit, and with the 
hope of finding some backwater willow 
grub feeding fish, I elected to fish a 
kilometre or so section between Thornton 
and Alexandra. After over an hour of 
walking and carefully inspecting each 

reasonably accessible willow-lined edge 
I was beginning to doubt my plan. Was it 
going to be one of those familiar, tough, 
unyielding Goulburn days?  

It was with huge relief then that I spotted 
the first target for the day with a nice 
brown trout casually and seemingly 
happily circling a small beat and rising to 
the occasional falling grub. 

Rust and nerves were certainly on 
display as my first cast succeeded only in 
collecting vegetation. But the second was 
on point and my quarry had thankfully 
remained oblivious to my fumblings. I 
watched and waited as the trout returned 
downstream and knew instantly that it 
had spotted the offering - a size 16 willow 

A Day on the Goulburn

Another one released. Trout in our Victorian streams are way too valuable to be only caught once

... from Daniel Lovecek
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grub pattern. Expectation grew with the 
opening of his mouth and I was poised 
to strike only to be met with a last second 
rejection! 

A similar response greeted the next 
similar but downsized grub offering. 
After a few curses and some calming 
deep breaths I employed a change 
of tactics and presented a larger size 
12 terrestrial. I hoped for the best 
and success came after a short but 
entertaining fight on the fibreglass 
5-weight with a pretty but previously 
battle scarred 2 lb plus fish netted. While 
it was no trophy, I didn’t much care 
and felt a noticeable sense of relief and 
accomplishment in securing that first 
Goulburn fish for the season. 

With the prospect of another Goulburn-
inflicted ‘donut’ eliminated, the 
afternoon’s fishing was noticeably 
more relaxed, and productive too, as a 
succession of small but spirited caddis 
feeding fish and a larger nymphing 
specimen were fooled and, in most cases, 
landed.  

While the Goulburn can be a cruel 
mistress, on its day I still regard it among 
my most favoured destinations and I was 
lucky to catch it on a good one. I departed 
back for Melbourne that evening tired but 
already planning the next visit.    Daniel’s great photo of another brown cruising the 

clear edges of the Goulburn

There are some fine trout in our Goulburn River
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Last month’s Fly of the Month was a soft 
hackle. Soft hackles, or spider patterns 
as they’re also known, are very effective 
and can be easy to fish. If you fish them 
in the popular way of casting them across 
the river and letting them swing around 
downstream in the current you will, in 
theory, race your fly past the nose of 
every fish in the stream. 

But clever soft hackle anglers also 
fish them upstream, and that’s a quite 
different challenge. 

Most of the following material comes 
from two articles – one by Professor 
Gijsbert Hoogendoorn who was writing 
in the South African Flyfishing magazine 
in February/March 2014, and the other 
an article written some years ago by Phil 
Bailey for a Tasmanian fishing magazine.

Gijsbert Hoogendoorn admits to a certain 
cynicism about fishing soft hackles until 
he fished with Emilio Caggiano, an 
Australian competitive fly fisher living 
in Sydney. They fished the Fish River in 
the Blue Mountains close to Sydney and 
apparently Emilio “delivered a team of 
three soft hackles upstream and slowly 
dragged them back slightly faster than 
the current, not unlike French nymphing. 
Emilio caught fish left, right and centre 
on waters that had been pounded by 
anglers for months.”

Gijsbert’s conclusion: Soft hackles are an 
extremely deadly technique often used by 
the world’s best. They lend themselves 
to being experimented with — they are 
basic, simple and deadly. One of the 
reasons they are so effective is that they 
represent nothing in particular, yet could 
be suggestive of almost anything.

His suggestion is that you fish these 
patterns on a 10 ft rod. A 3-weight rod 
would be ideal, and with a longer rod 

you can control your flies much better. A 
longer rod helps when you’re activating 
the nymphs, dragging them slightly 
faster than the current, dragging them 
much faster than the current, inducing 
takes and Leisenring lifts. Soft hackles are 
also incredibly productive when fished as 
emergers.

For the most part Gijsbert considers 
soft hackle fishing to be an upstream 
technique where you strip the flies back. 
You can use this technique fishing up and 
across, or down and across. But be sure to 
degrease your leader with some Loon’s 
Snake River Mud to help the sink rate of 
the fly. And don’t forget that soft hackles 
are also wonderful stillwater flies, but 
that’s an article for another day.

Flies
The traditional soft hackle flies like 
the Partridge and Orange, the Snipe 
and Purple and the Waterhen Bloa are 
as deadly as they were 100 years ago. 
However, except for partridge, many of 
the species of bird that you need to use 
are hard to come by. 

Gijsbert suggests we experiment with 
CDC and try combining partridge with 
CDC which can give you the variegated 
feel that you should be looking for. 
Always tie your flies as sparsely as you 
can. He suggests the following colours: 
black, brown, dun and olive. These 
colours should imitate most of your 
emerging insect species.

For hooks he suggests a standard nymph 
hook in size 16, preferably barbless, but 
tie some size 14s and size 18s as well.

Phil Bailey’s Suggestions:
Phil Bailey, writing in a Tasmanian 
magazine no longer in print writes as 
follows:

Fishing Soft Hackles or Spider Patterns
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Soft hackle flies, or spiders, are an age 
old method of chasing stream dwelling 
trout. Its origins lie in England and we 
haven't really seen this style of fishing 
emerge here in Tasmania. This is a great 
pity, as Tasmania has a wealth of suitable 
waterways and trout upon which to 
practice this intriguing method.

Spiders are a complete fly representing 
an emerging insect, a drowned dun, a 
nymph (depending on where the fish 
sees it), or an emerging caddis. They are 
deadly in the hands of an experienced 
'spider' fisher, yet they are an extremely 
simple fly to tie. 

The dressing of spider patterns is very 
simple. These flies are sparse - really 
sparse. So you will need to conquer 
a natural tendency to overdress the 
patterns. They only work well when tied 
correctly. Hooks are generally very small 
and in sizes 16 - 18 of normal length. You 
can use either light or heavy gauge hooks. 
I use both as sometimes I want the fly to 
drift in the surface and I get this effect 
with a lighter hook.

You can go up in size but no bigger than a 
size 12. I use these sizes when I see large 
duns or caddis emerging. 

The key to the success of these flies is 
movement. Therefore the hackles will 
be very soft and longer than those used 
in common wet flies or dry flies. Correct 
hackling of a 'spider' pattern is very 
sparse. One or two turns at the most. The 
only variation would be when a hen or 
game cock hackle is used. 

Feathers are tied in at the tip end of the 
feather and wound around the hook. 
Again I cannot stress enough the need to 
be frugal. If you feel the need to take one 
extra turn then it's a sure bet you will put 
too much hackle onto the hook. A trick I 
use is to strip one side of the feather and 
then wind two turns for a game bird such 

as grouse or partridge and three turns for 
a hen hackle. This works fine.

Typical patterns are Snipe and 
Purple, Waterhen Boa, Orange and 
Partridge (these three patterns are used 
predominantly by the 'die-hard' English 
spider fishers), Greenwell's Spider, 
Pheasant Tail, March Brown and many 
more. 

Fishing spiders
Fishing spider patterns is almost as 
simple as the flies themselves when 
explained - cast across and let them swing 
back downstream. This is a real skill 
and once mastered and used with small 
sparse flies it is quite deadly. 

Rods must be no shorter that 8'6" and 
anything over 10' is too long. Lines 
should be floating and can be either a 
double taper or weight forward. Leaders 
need to be a little longer than normal and 
be able to hold multiple flies. I use a 10' 
to 12' leader with a dropper. Some use 
three flies; I have used both two and three 
flies but have not noticed any difference 
between them. Anyway, two flies are 
enough to control.

I have always made my own leaders and 
still prefer to do so. I use a 9' tapered 
leader with a 3 1b breaking strain point 
from which I remove the bottom third. 
I then attach a 3' piece of 8 1b leader 
material of 0.25mm thickness using a 
blood knot. To this I attach a further 3' 
piece of 6 1b leader material which is 
about 0.15mm thick. I attach this using 
a water knot and make sure that at least 
a 4" to 5" piece of 8 1b leader protrudes 
from the lower side of the finished knot. 
Clip off the tag on the upper side. This 
enables you to attach two flies to the 
leader. If you want to try three flies then 
use a water knot for the first section or 
attach another section using the same 
method. 

>>>
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Spiders can be fished upstream or 
downstream. Today many anglers in 
Yorkshire still fish the patterns upstream, 
though most modern anglers seem to opt 
for a downstream approach. I use them in 
three situations - downstream, searching 
or targeting specific fish and upstream to 
a rising fish - they work in all three!

The downstream searching approach is 
where spiders are deadliest. The method 
is easy but very specific. Only two rod 
lengths of fly line are required beyond the 
rod tip; any more and you begin to lose 
contact with the flies. 

The use of spiders is not so effective 
in fast rapids. It is in its element in the 
strong flows immediately upstream or 
downstream of a riffle or fast water, but 
is still effective in the slower sections of a 
stream. So you need to position yourself 
where the water to be fished is right up 
against your casting side.

The flies are cast at right angles to where 
you are standing and directly across the 
current. This can be reduced to between 
45° and 90° in the slower sections. It is 
important that you mend line to ensure 
that the rod remains behind the flies. You 
must keep the rod behind the flies at all 
times so you need to watch the speed at 
which the leader travels. Do not mend 
the line once the cast has been made, as 
this will alter the drift of the flies. You 
can move the rod to the opposite side of 
your casting arm if you want to extend 
the drift.

Hold the rod high. This means that the 
rod tip will be about a 45° angle to your 
body and high enough to ensure that 
only about two to four feet of fly line sits 
on the water. You will notice that there 
is a very large curve in the fly line from 
the tip of the rod to the water. This curve 
is the secret to catching fish. The way in 
which the flies move in the water means 
that the takes are very soft and if the rod 

is lower it will result in a lot of short takes 
and missed fish.

Once the cast has been made, allow the 
flies to sink 'dead drift' in the current. 
They should drift for 7 to 10 metres 
before sweeping across the current. 
Keeping the rod high and only having a 
small length of fly line on the water helps 
you do this. 

As the current begins to take control 
the flies will swing across and upwards 
through the current, which in turn 
imparts movement into the fly: exactly 
what the flies are designed to do. You 
must be alert as a take can occur at any 
point during this stage. Concentrate on 
the point where the leader and fly line 
join. I keep the fly line in my left hand 
right throughout the cast and often feel a 
take before I see any change in the leader.

If you think you feel something or 
observe a change in line speed, then lift. 
Takes are quite varied - sometimes they 
are vigorous and right near the surface, 
and other times it will be a slight pull on 
the line. Don't strike hard. A steady lift is 
all that is required and keep the rod high 
or you risk losing the fish. If there is no 
take, then repeat the cast and take one 
step forward. The step forward means 
you are covering new water and will also 
help the flies to sink.

I am convinced that these patterns and 
the technique associated with them are 
as effective in Tasmania as they are in 
England. Freestone rivers with runs, 
riffles, deep pools and long flat stretches 
such as the Meander, St Patrick's, North 
Esk, South Esk, Ringarooma, Tyenna, 
Derwent, Mersey, Leven and so the list 
grows.

Why not try it? It could open up a whole 
new avenue of the sport.
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I suspect that a number of our members have discovered Tom Jarman’s fascinating 
collection of YouTube videos. Tom fishes and ties flies frequently and manages 
to capture much of his fishing and fly tying on videos that can be accessed via 
YouTube. They are easily accessible and very informative and entertaining.

If you want to see Tom actually tying this fly then here is the web address:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6TuvAuifi4    

Tom is a member of the Ballarat Fly Fishing Club. He has a degree in Environmental 
Science (Wildlife and Conservation Biology), and these days spends much of his 
time in Melbourne or Central Tasmania where he will be fishing, guiding, coaching, 
competing, running clinics or tying flies.

He has represented Australia in the last four World Fly Fishing Championships and 
finished in the top 25 in each of these tournaments.

He describes this month’s fly, the Hot Spot Pheasant Tail Nymph, as an essential fly 
in any nymph angler’s fly box. It is quick and easy to tie, and this matters because 
serious nymph fishers lose a lot of flies. And it has proven to work on rivers all over 
the world. 

FLY OF THE MONTH
Hot Spot Pheasant Tail Nymph

(as tied by Tom Jarman)
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Materials for the Hot Spot Pheasant Tail Nymph: 
Hook: 	 Jig hook in sizes 14 or 16.
Bead:	 Bead: 2.8 mm copper-coloured tungsten bead, or any other colour you 

choose, as they all seem to work. Silver, nickel, gold and pink are all fine. 
Pink was used in the fly above.

Thread: 	 8/0 brown thread.
Tail:	 Brown or light brown Coq de Leon hackle feather fibres.
Body: 	 Two pheasant tail fibres.
Rib: 	 Fine copper wire.
Hot Spot: 	Fluoro orange (i.e. hot orange) tying thread.

Tying Notes: 
1.	 Slide the bead onto the hook and move it along so that it is hard against the eye of 

the hook. 

2.	 Put the hook in the vise and run a few turns of thread behind the bead to hold it in 
place. 

3.	 Tear off five or six Coq de Leon hackle fibres and lay them along the shank so that 
the tail produced is a bit shorter than the shank of the hook. Then take a couple of 
turns of thread to hold these fibres in place. 

4.	 Lay the copper wire that will form the rib along the top of the hook shank so 
that when you now wind turns of thread along the hook shank towards the bend 
you are tying in both the tail fibres and the wire for the rib. (The reason for doing 
this is to minimise the number of turns of thread along the shank and thus the 
thickness of the body of the fly. This fly needs to be kept as thin as possible so that 
it will sink quickly when cast.)

5.	 Also take one wrap of the thread under the tail fibres to kick them up a bit.

6.	 Now take just two fibres plucked from a pheasant tail feather and tie these in just 
above the bend of the hook. Then wind careful turns of thread along the shank 
back to just behind the bead, avoiding any doubling over any previous turns. 

7.	 Wind the two pheasant tail fibres along the shank towards the bead to form the 
body of the fly. Tie these off behind the bead and trim away the waste.

8.	 Now wind four or five turns of the copper wire over the pheasant tail fibres to 
form the rib. In winding these turns of wire ensure they are wound in the opposite 
direction to the direction the pheasant tail fibres were wound. (Otherwise the wire 
sinks into the turns of pheasant tail and won’t be seen.) Tie the wire off behind the 
bead and trim away the excess wire.

9.	 Now use a half hitch to tie off the thread behind the bead and then cut off the 
thread.

10.	 To complete the fly tie in the fluoro orange tying thread (as the hot spot) behind 
the bead and make some turns to build up the hot spot.  
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11.	 To finish the fly cover the last few centimetres of the hot orange thread with some 
super glue, then wind this thread onto the fly immediately behind the bead, 
building up the hot spot. Then use a half hitch or whip finish to compete the fly.  
(By the way, here’s Tom in action:) 

Tom Jarman with a magnificent New Zealand rainbow
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VFFA 2020 meetings & other activities

March 2021
3  Wednesday	 VFFA members visit Millbrook Lakes.
18  Thursday 	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club: “Welcome Back”. 
	 Award evening for 25 and 50-year members from 2020.
	 Presentation of the Jack Ritchie medal.  
26 – 28	 2020 Big River trip. Event Co-ordinator – John Pilkington.
31  Wednesday  	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club.

April 2021
2 - 4	 Easter 2021
15  Thursday 	 General Meeting – a Lunchtime meeting at the Kelvin Club. 
	 Speaker – John Douglas, from VFA
28  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club.

May 2021
15  Thursday 	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
	 Annual Auction of books and equipment.
	 Book Launch of Rick Keam’s fly tying book: “Dressed For Dinner”
28  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm

June 2021
17  Thursday 	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
	 Speaker – Jim Jackman, who will talk about “The One Percenters"
20  Sunday	 Sunday Social Casting at the Red Tag Pool
30  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm

July 2021
15  Thursday 	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
	 Speaker – TBC 
18  Sunday	 Sunday Social Casting at the Red Tag Pool
28  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 pm

(VFFA events still to be finalised include Sunday Casting, casting tuition, winter fly 
tying, a possible Cane Day, nymphing and river tuition on local streams. The date for 
this year's Donger Competition is also still to be finalised.) 


