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The June Meeting with Craig Coltman

We are so fortunate in that we frequently
have the pleasure of listening to guest
speakers who are among the best anglers
in the country. This is certainly the

case this month. Craig Coltman is an
outstanding fly fisher, a superb fly tier,
and a highly skilled guide.

Craig grew up in Ballarat and this

gave him access to some of Victoria’s
premier fly fishing lakes, including Lake
Wendouree where he perfected his loch
style fishing techniques.

He also learned much from his uncle,
Mike Spry, who was one of our best
known guides of some years ago.

Craig has represented Victoria and
Australia in countless competitions. He
has been a member and later captain of

Those One Percenters help Craigs success

Thursday, June 17,

8 pm
at the Kelvin Club

the Australian team at several World and
Commonwealth championships. As a
consequence he is highly respected for his
experience, commitment and extensive
fly fishing knowledge.

He now guides in Tasmania and says:
“Tasmania is the most interesting and
exciting location to guide, as there is
always fish moving somewhere. You just
need to know where to look!” He also
guides at Millbrook Lakes.

Craig is a first class speaker with an
incredible wealth of fly fishing skill and
experience. At our June meeting he will
help us catch more fish by talking about
those ‘one percenters’.

This is a meeting you won’t want to miss,
so mark it in your diary - the Kelvin Club
on Thursday, June 17, at 8:00 pm.

We need to inform the Kelvin Club

of numbers for catering purposes, so
members who plan to have dinner prior
to the meeting need to email Terry Rogers
to indicate their intention to dine prior

to the meeting. Terry’s email address is
terryrogers@bigpond.com
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New Members

It is again our great pleasure this month
to welcome three new members to the
Association. Mike Petty was a member
of the VFFA some years ago, but work
commitments and countless other
distractions at the time resulted in his
membership lapsing. But he is very keen
to renew his membership, and we are

delighted to have him join with us again.

Jim Harris, who attended our recent
May Auction, has also asked to join the
Association. We are delighted to include
Jim in our ranks, too.

Our third new member this month is
Glenise Webb. Yes, your editor’s wife
has decided that as she is involved in
so much of the Association’s activities
she would love to be a member. Glenise
hasn’t yet managed to cast a fly, though
this will happen soon. But she does
prepare the envelopes every month

for the newsletter mail-out, so is very
familiar with the names of members.

We give Mike, Jim and Glenise a very
warm welcome to the VFFA, and trust
that their membership brings good times
and wonderful memories.
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President’s

Message

Welcome to another Fly Lines issue.

We were fortunate to hold our auction

in May at the Kelvin Club with the
support of our members. It's two years
since we last had an auction and we

had accumulated quite a lot of items to
auction over recent months, this causing
some concern among a few at times.

We rely on members to collect and store
items, then collate and compile the lists to
send out to our members.

Peter and Bruce Clayton, Hugh Maltby,
David Grisold, Lyndon Webb, Bill Jeans,
Tony Mitchem, Dermot O’Brien, John
Pilkington, Peter Boag and Terry Rogers
all contributed to the organisation this
year's auction and we thank you all for
your assistance, heavy lifting, storage
facilities, wisdom, taxiing and helping
fellow members under the trying
circumstances of 2020. Fortunately
Hughie didn’t need to discount anything
on the night, and bidding was robust
throughout the two hours of the main
auction.

Congratulations Peter Boag on your
winning bid for that special copy of Rick
Keam'’s fabulous new book Dressed for
Dinner. Lesley Nelson, Rick’s widow,
was overwhelmed by both the support
in the room and the bidding for issue
number one of Rick’s book. Lesley,
Trevor Foon (book photographer) and
Mike Stevens were all in attendance and
shared personal memories of Rick and the
history of the book. Mike donated some
of Rick’s items to the auction. This was
very generous of him and beneficial to
our finances.

The auction was a compilation of items
from Tony Brothers, John Philbrick, Bruce
Whitehead, David Featherstone and

Rick Keam. We're very fortunate to have
had these people in our lives and their
contribution to our fishing journey on so
many levels.

Victorian Fisheries news:

Eildon Pondage was stocked with 200
catchable-size rainbows on May 24. The
Pondage has now received nearly 1,000
catchable-size trout this year, including 50
stonker browns averaging 6 kilos each.

Lake Purrumbete had 3,000 tiger trout
stocked in May. 5,800 tigers have been
stocked into Purrumbete so far, with
more to come. Over 10,000 tiger trout
have been stocked into the two Crater
Lakes this year, and there have been
reports of tiger trout caught up to 2.3 kg
from last year’s stocking.

Albert Park Lake was stocked with 140
catchable-size rainbow trout.

For the south-west fishers, Lake Colac
was stocked with another 1,700 rainbow
trout, bringing its total to 3,700 since the
Easter break.

While rivers have not been stocked it is
pleasing to see that the lakes continue to
be supported with trout stockings, and

4 VFFA JUNE 2021



there is a continuing focus on developing
the Crater Lakes as trophy trout waters.

In mid-May the Australian Trout
Foundation, supported by more than 70
volunteers (including VFFA members),
planted 3,800 shrubs and trees across
five sites on the Nariel River to support
habitat restoration following the damage
caused by the fires in 2019/20.

Unfortunately all the great work done
by Hughie Maltby in organising this
year’s Bruce Whitehead Western Lakes
Challenge was wrecked by the state-
wide covid lockdown. Anglers from
Bairnsdale Fly Fishers and the VFFA
met at Camperdown, only to be sent
home on Thursday afternoon with

the implementation of the state-wide
lockdown.

Our June general meeting speaker will

be Craig Coltman, presenting a talk on
the “The one percenters we all need to brush
up on”. Come along to this informative
evening presentation by Craig. If you
would like to join us for dinner at 6:00 pm
then please contact Terry Rogers who will
co-ordinate the bookings. Terry will email
members with details.

Our General meeting in July will see
Bernard Holbery and Jason Platts telling

us about stream craft on small streams.
No doubt this will be fascinating and
beautifully illustrated with some of
Bernard’s wonderful photography.

Save the date for Jim Allen OAM who
will join us for our Annual Dinner on
Friday, August 20. It will be a wonderful
evening with Jim entertaining us.

Midnight on Friday, June 11, is the official
close of Victorian rivers for trout fishing.

In June we will commence our Sunday
casting at the Red Tag Pool in Fairfield
with dates confirmed in our calendar

Fly tying will resume through winter
with the first evening planned to be
held at the Aussie Angler store in
Greensborough. This should be a great
social evening with Kossy leading the
way on key techniques to brush up our
skills.

At the time of writing this report we

are in lockdown, so please see keep an
eye out for our email and social media
updates if things change and we need to
move to Zoom presentations for future
general meetings and fly tying.

Stay well. %

Y

f
Q \\\5‘\\:\\;‘;\5 \\\‘ \

holding the rod - Scholes
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The May Auction — Thursday, May 20
Roll up, Roll up, Roll up ... and we did!

It’s now traditional for the Association to
allocate one of our monthly meetings to
an annual auction, and this year it was
the May meeting that filled this spot.

And it was hugely successful. First, a
crowd of nearly 50 members gathered
to participate, and secondly the total
amount raised by the many who
purchased items was well over $8,000.

The evening commenced at 7:00 pm when
Mike Stevens launched Rick Keam'’s
fabulous new fly tying book Dressed for
Dinner, and then auctioned a special

copy with the proceeds going to a charity
in Tasmania. Over $1,000 was raised— a
superb outcome.

Only 100 copies of Rick’s book were
printed, and the price per copy, including
postage, is $180. Copies can only be
purchased from the Essential Flyfisher
store in Launceston, Tasmania, whose
website is www.essentialflyfisher.com.
au. Even though the cost of Rick’s

book is high, more than half the total
number printed had already been

sold by Thursday night. Those who
had purchased a copy described it as

a stunning tome — the printing and
photographs are of exceptional quality,
and of course the flies described are
Rick’s and he was an extraordinary and
very creative fly tier.

Following the book launch there was
a short interval to allow those present
to check out the gear and books to be
auctioned. The first part of the auction
saw the sale of equipment from the
estates of John Philbrick, Rick Keam,
Tony Brothers, Bruce Whitehead and
David Featherstone. The bidding was
keen and spirited and some Sage rods
were sold for impressive prices. There
were also several excellent packages

of fly tying equipment for sale — tools
and materials, and some very attractive
packets of top quality dry fly hackles that
also drew a lot of interest and some fierce
bidding.

The final part of the evening saw the

sale of a large number of books. These
were made up in bundles of four or

five, usually with one or two recognised
treasures bundled with lesser titles. Again
the bidding was keen, and some David
Scholes books drew breathtaking prices.

It was a very entertaining night, thanks
mainly to auctioneer Hughie Maltby who
did a superb job keeping proceedings
moving along. It was all over by 10 pm,
and then came the wrapping up and
cleaning up as members hastened out the
door with armfuls of books and gear.

It was a good night, and one of our best
auctions.

Lots of books for sale, and they were a key target
for many bidders
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Sold! And a fine rod has a new home Mike Stevens with Lesley Nelson and Trevor Foon

Sage rods are always eagerly sought after
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From e
EDITOR’S DESK

“There is no more graceful and healthful accomplishment for a lady than fly fishing, and there
is no reason why a lady should not in every respect rival a gentleman in the gentle art.” (W.C.
Prime, 1888)

“Griefs may ye not have, saving but if any fish break away after he has taken the hook, or else
that he catch nought - which not be grievous ... And if the angler take fish, surely then there is
no man merrier than he is in his spirit.” (Treatys of Fysshynge With An Angle, 1496)

“The trout do not rise in the cemetery, so you better do your fishing while you are still able.”
(Sparse Grey Hackle)

“Most fishermen swiftly learn that it's a pretty good rule never to show a favourite spot to
anyone you wouldn't trust with your wife.” (Robert Traver)

“Fishermen are optimists, and the fish in the future is always preferable to the fish at hand. Even
the best fishermen catch fish only a small percentage of the time, which means we persevere in a
sport that features failure as its main ingredient. Truly great days, when the fish hammer the fly

as soon as it settles on the surface, are rare.” (Joseph Monniger, Home Waters)

I'm looking forward very much to our
next meeting with Craig Coltman, who
will tell us all about the ‘One Percenters’,
those small things we can do to improve
our fishing success. I have no doubt
there will be a lot of wisdom in Craig’s
suggestions.

Fly fishing is a complicated caper, and
Craig’s topic got me thinking about

the innumerable suggestions and ideas
that I've encountered in my years of fly
fishing. Here's a few recent ones, none of
which will be on Craig’s list.

I quite enjoy tying flies and recall reading
in an English magazine some months ago
that a neat way to finish a fly is to put a
few drops of superglue on the last two or
three centimetres of thread as you finish
a fly off. Make a few turns with the wet
thread, let the superglue dry, and then
you don’t need to tie any half hitches

to finish off. Over the past weekend I

was looking at one of those delightful
YouTube videos produced by Tom Jarman
and discovered he was using the same
trick to complete one of his nymph
patterns.

I'm all in favour of making life simple.
One of my favourite flies is the Royal
Wulff, but I'd be reluctant to show you
any of mine. Tying proper Royal Wulffs
is tricky and time-consuming. And if you
don't get those two wings identical the
fly is very likely to fall over on its side
when it lands. So I tie my Royal Wulffs
with a simple parachute hackle, and they
always land correctly. And forget tying
wings using that calf hair stuff. White
polypropylene is much easier to use as

a post for the hackle, and the trout don’t
seem to mind.

Fly casting is a topic full of suggestions
and hints for doing it better. At a recent
Millbrook day Jim Jackman, our guide for
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the day, reminded me that I really need
to limit my false casting to just two casts.
Anymore and you don’t get much extra
distance, and pelting lines repeatedly
over fish in clear water might well give
the game away.

At one point in this Millbrook visit I was
casting to some fish in a small bay and
had trouble catching my line in bushes
close behind. Jim showed me that in this
situation you can flick your line back
using a very short back cast and then
make your forward cast. You don't get the
distance you would normally get with a
proper back cast, but you still get a quite
reasonable forward cast — long enough on
this particular day for me to reach those
testing Millbrook fish.

Bow and arrow casts are a strategy for
close quarters fishing, and I've seen lots
of anglers with their rods bent over in big
hoops and flies held in their fingers, all
set to fire off. But years ago Peter Hayes
showed me that a better and longer

bow and arrow cast is achieved by first
dropping your fly on the ground near
your feet and then arranging the leader in
neat loops on the ground. Then if you're
right-handed (like me) you hold the

knot linking your leader to your fly line
in your left hand high up in the air and
the rod low in your right hand. Pull the
line back with your left hand to create a
nice big wide loop in your rod (no sharp
bends to break it). Let the knot go and
your bow and arrow cast sails out nicely.

I recently came across Fly Fusion —a
digital fly fishing magazine from Canada.
One of the contributors was describing
how we might practice our fly casting

as preparation for a new season. His
suggestions were fairly predictable. When
practicing your casting always watch
your loops - especially on your back casts,
spend time casting to targets, practice in
the wind (casting in all directions of the

wind) and in bad weather, and practice
casting your maximum distance. He also
suggested casting with progressively less
power — to let the rod do all the work.
And an unusual suggestion — practice
with a rod that is heavier than the

one you normally fish with. So if you
normally fish streams with a four-weight
rod you should build up those casting
muscles by practicing your casting with a
six or seven weight rod.

When we head off to do some actual
fishing it’s been drummed into me that
measuring the temperature of the water is
essential. If the thermometer reads 14 - 17
degrees Celsius then that’s good. If on the
other hand the water temperature is over
20°C it’s likely to be a very quiet day.

Taking two rods with you is probably
more sensible on lakes rather than
streams. Why bother? Well, a second rod
makes it easy to change strategies. Have
one rod with a floating line and dry fly or
nymph, and a second rod with a sinking
line and wet fly.

Somewhere in Tom Jarman’s hints on
fishing he says: “I can’t dry fly fish with
a floating line and some sort of indicator
without using some form of grease on
the tip of the fly line and the leader. This
allows superior mending and effortless
pickup of your fly line and leader off the
water.” A popular paste to use for this is
Silicone Mucilin, but there are others.

We also need some paste of another sort
to make our leaders sink. Years ago I
discovered it’s easy to make your own.
Mix up a gooey paste with some Fullers
Earth, glycerine and a few drops of
concentrated washing up liquid. Store it
in a small tub (old film container?). Rub
a small amount of the paste along your
leader and it will sink quickly. The paste
also takes the shine off your leader.

>>>
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In fishing nymphs in streams French
Leader style it's common to fish with a
heavy nymph on the end of your tippet
and a lighter nymph on a dropper a bit
higher up. But that heavy nymph at the
end of your leader is very likely to get
caught in the rocks and rubbish on the
stream bottom. Then lots of time will

be wasted tying on new nymphs and
repairing leaders. One English writer of
a few years ago suggests tying a small
spherical lead sinker on the end of your
leader and tying both of your nymphs
on droppers further up. The lead sinker
is far less likely than a weighted nymph
to get hooked on the bottom, and your
two nymphs, now both held above the
bottom, come safely trundling back
downstream. I haven’t actually tried this
one yet but it sounds like it should work.

A few more to finish with. To stop the
sections of your four-piece rod from
coming apart whilst you're fishing rub
the male ferrules with some candle wax.

David Scholes tells us that on overcast
days trout are more likely to be out in the
open runs. On bright sunny days fish the
shaded areas.

In difficult light conditions if you're
having trouble seeing your nymph
indicator, then use a black one. Black is
actually easy to see in all light conditions
as a nymph indicator and it doesn't
bother the fish.

A writer in a New Zealand magazine
suggests that if you're not catching fish
then keep changing flies, as this renews
your enthusiasm and restores confidence.
(I do wonder how the gurus would
respond to that one!)

Best wishes, tight lines and stay safe and
covid free,

Lyndon

The July Meeting with Jason Platts and Bernard Holbery

Jason and Bernard often fish together,
and as their Facebook pages tell us, they
frequently enjoy fabulous days fishing
the small streams around Marysville.
They know this area and the local streams
intimately, and their photos suggest that
they are quite adventurous — wandering
into some heavily forested waters.

Jason tells us that in their presentation
they will focus on successful approaches
to fishing small streams, including
getting to know a fishery, learning how
to appraise the prevailing conditions,
selecting locations and places to fish,
and preparing the right gear for small
streams.

They will also discuss tactics for
smaller waters including how to remain
undetected, how to cover water, how to
establish likely feeding behaviour, and
how to understand the entomological
calendar and observe hatches and thus
making appropriate fly selections. They
will cover some finer points including
casting, fly presentation, targeting prime
fish, mental preparation and fishing
outside of one’s comfort zone.

They look forward to a lively discussion
on these topics, and encourage questions
and debate amongst their fly fishing
fraternity.
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Our July speakers — Jason and Bernard, who will share with us their strategies for catching fish in those
streams just over the Black Spur
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Millbrook Lake Visits for 2021 & 2022

Again this year Mark Weigall has very
kindly offered VFFA members the
opportunity to fish the fabulous lakes at
Millbrook, which undoubtedly offer the
best stillwater fishing in Victoria.

The dates for our next four visits are as
follows:

Winter visit - Wednesday, September 8,
2021, 9:00 am till dark

Spring visit - Wednesday, November 17,
2021, 11:00 am till dark

Summer visit - Wednesday, January 12,
2022 (subject to no extreme weather),
11:00am till dark

Autumn visit — Wednesday, March 9,
2022, 10:00 am till dark

Mark requires a group of 8 — 10 anglers
for each visit, and a guide is provided to
advise on tactics and flies.

Over the past few years a number

of VFFA members have taken the
opportunity fish Millbrook, and it
invariably proves to be an exciting fishing
experience in some stunning Australian
bush surroundings.

The invitation to join the group is emailed
out by Terry Rogers usually two weeks
before the date of the visit.

Top polaroiding conditions at Millbrook. There are some very big trout in this lake.
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Warrnambool Fly Fishers” Annual Game Dinner

This event was advertised in our

May issue last month. Members of

the Warrnambool Fly Fishers” Club

are holding their 53rd Annual Game
Dinner on Saturday, July 31, in the
Function Room under the Warrnambool
Racing Club Pavilion on Grafton Road,
Warrnambool. VFFA members who wish
to attend on the night are most welcome
to do so.

As usual, this will be a BYO wine and
beer night, the cost of the dinner being
$85 per head. Before dinner drinks with
canapés will begin at 6:00 pm, and guests
will sit for the first course at 7:00 pm for
the start of what is invariably a fabulous
night of fine food and great company.

The total number attending this year is
limited to 70, so it would be appreciated
if VFFA members confirm their intention
to join us for dinner a.s.a.p. and no later
than July 15.

Members keen to attend should contact
Jim Blakeslee on his e-mail address -
jtblakeslee@westvic.com.au or call him on
0437 983 421 to make a booking,.

Some fine food is served at the Warrnambool Club's
Annual Dinner

Great food and great company providing a great night out
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ATF News: Nariel Creek on the way back

.... report by Dr Paul Stolz, ATF secretary

During the week May 15 — 22 some 70
people gathered in and around Corryong
to plant trees along the Nariel Creek to
promote the creek’s restoration after the
2019-20 bushfires. This was to assist in the
recovery of the Nariel as a trout fishery
and was complimented some months
earlier by the release of 25,000 wild trout
fingerlings to restore the trout population
in the catchment.

A joint operation was carried out which
included the North-East Catchment
Management Authority (NECMA), the
Department of Water, Environment, Land
and Planning (DWELP), the Victorian
Fisheries Authority (VFA), Corryong
Angling Club and the Australian Trout
Foundation (ATF). Planting volunteers
came from the local area as well as the
greater North-East and Melbourne, all
coordinated by the ATFE.

Andrew Briggs planned the operation
to coordinate with significant in-stream
stabilisation works on the Nariel funded
from Bushfire Recovery funds. A total
planting of 10,000 trees is planned over
the next 12 months, season dependent.
Some 3,500 trees were planted over the
four days of planting in May, mostly by
an elderly brigade of planters, although
the average age was lowered on the
Sunday with participation by local
families and their children.

The trees were planted in areas where
significant streamside restoration had
been undertaken by NECMA using
bushfire recovery funds. This restoration
included pinned logs and rock support
to encourage channel deepening and
prevent bankside erosion. Secondary
outcomes included fish habitat and
proliferation of diverse food sources.

Planters were grateful for the two

augers that were utilised for the creation
of planting holes. Big Dave was the
standout digger, handling the petrol-
driven auger for a number of days. It
was difficult to tell which was going to
wear out first, Dave or the auger. Brad
also supplied an electric auger which
certainly accelerated the plant rate. To top
off a sterling performance Big Dave won
the meat tray in the Corryong Hotel on
the Wednesday night. We think he was
planning to eat it in one sitting to replace
the energy he used over the time!

Briggsy was a master of coordination and
certainly managed to look busy all the
time, coming and going, setting up the
lunchtime BBQ, and sourcing vegetarian
sausages for fussy eaters. Unfortunately,
no camera was present when Briggsy was
spotted actually planting a tree. Some
still dispute the claim that he did! Mick,
Briggsy’s stand-in on the Wednesday,
excelled with not only sourcing
vegetarian patties to compliment the
meat fare and operating the BBQ, but also
in distributing and planting trees.

On the Wednesday, Choco (David
Grisold) suggested that since there

were three members of the VFFA
volunteering we should erect a sign
saying: “This planting undertaken by the
VFFA”. Others from the planting team
suggested good naturedly that gratuitous
recognition should be discouraged!

Many friends were made, and
pleasurable conversations had in the pub
at night.

A couple of days fishing was possible
for those interested, with two celebrated
anglers heading over to the Gibbo River
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on the Thursday and catching a pile of to Briggsy for his great organisational

fish. effort and for all those who participated
as volunteers. We now only have 6,500

The week was not only a great win for trees to go. Stay tuned for further

the bushfire recovery effort and the invitations to make a difference by

environment, but also very enjoyable for participating in an ATF Trees for Trout

all those who participated. Many thanks program.

Andrew Briggs at work with the team

A happy group of tree planters
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THE VICTORIAN FLY FISHERS ASSOCIATION

WINTER FLYTYING
SESSIONS

All welcome, Session one a refresher & chance to
decide our program. Please RSVP to Jo Dobson
text 0429 140 341 or email councillor_jd@vffa.com.au

JUNE 24, 2020
6PM - 8 PM ( OR SO)
FIRST GATHERING @ AUSSIE ANGLER,
THEN ROVING AS SUITS MEMBERS

Bring some gear to tie either woolly buggers or nymphs
details to be emailed after your RSVP
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Tasmanian Fishing Season Wrap Up

... From Chris Wisniewski, Tasmania Inland Fisheries Service

We have had varying reports from
anglers about how the past fishing season
has been for them. It appears that at times
the fishing was tough, but there was also
some good fishing reported.

Little Pine Lagoon fished better for
anglers in boats than those on the shore,
although when the level was drawn to 70
cm below full supply early in the season
there was some exciting fishing to tailing
fish. Anglers in boats did well ‘stripping
wets’ for most of the season until the
water was taken low and became dirty
late in the season. The brown trout in this
lake were in superb condition throughout
this season.

Bronte Lagoon performed much the same
as Little Pine, with boat anglers doing
better than those on the shore. The water
level was kept fairly consistent and the
fish here were also in superb condition.

There was some exciting dry fly fishing
at Lake St Clair over the summer, as
terrestrials fell from the thick forests
that come close to the water’s edge.
Gum beetles initially, then jassids later
on. There were also some good spinner
hatches and polaroiding on the southern
beaches.

Dee Lagoon has been good this season.
Most anglers focused on this water late
in the season but it has fished well all
through. Wind lanes and midge fishing
at daylight were highlights. The dry fly
fishing here continued right until the end
of May.

Lake Leake was spilling over early in the
season. The fishing there proved a bit
tougher than the exceptional fishing of
the year before. But the fish, both browns
and rainbows, have grown and there
were some very large trout caught.

Four Springs Lake was good early and
late in the season but did slow during
the peak of summer. The adult brown
trout that are transferred there from the
highland spawning runs take a while to
regain condition, but if they get through
the season they are fantastic fish in
following years in this lake. The mayfly
hatch was good early and the fish are also
tuning in on the baitfish as their numbers
build.

Talbots Lagoon. What can you say! Right
throughout the season anglers who fish
this water are amazed by the size and
condition of the fish here. Most of the
fishing is visual - dry fly and polaroiding.

A colourful brown trout from Tumbledown Creek in Tassie >>>

JUNE 2021 VFFA 17



The lagoon can be a bit tricky to navigate
from the shore but there are plenty of
corners where the fish come in close to
feed and you don’t have to walk too far
if you are prepared to prop and wait.
Fishing from a boat allows anglers to
cover more water and find more fish
(though boats here can only be manually
propelled).

Nineteen Lagoons was consistent with

a highlight being the two peak flood
events that occurred when Lake Augusta
filled due to the outflow being closed off
for work in Liawenee Canal. The edge
fishing was exciting as the fish foraged
amongst the bushes and grass. The water
levels held up in the smaller lagoons
providing good fishing until the season’s
end.

There was also good shore fishing around
yingina/Great Lake. Trout could be
found in close chasing galaxia and trout
fry near the mouths of spawning creeks,
and mayfly hatching near weed beds had
the fish looking up.

The brown trout spawning run is now
well underway. Those in Liawenee Canal
are averaging 850 grams, slightly up on
last year. Good numbers of fish have
been entering the Arthurs Lake spawning
creek traps over the past few weeks
thanks to a good rainfall event. These fish
are being counted and released to spawn
naturally upstream.

Best wishes, Chris

-
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A magnificent brown caught from Lake Dudley. Chris Bassano and Rob Paxevanos are enjoying the moment.
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Those Thorpdale Dams

Many of our members have had the
pleasure of fishing the dams around
Thorpdale. Each October the members of
the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers host us for
a day of fishing their stocked dams, and
lots of our members have great memories
of big fish caught from those wonderful
fisheries.

Frank Kappl is a Latrobe Valley member,
and is in fact in charge of their trout
stocking program. He is also a very
generous and helpful guide — always
keen to do everything possible to get
visitors into fish when we're there.

Frank is a highly skilled angler in his own
right. He is something of an expert on the
Gippsland trout streams.

Latrobe Valley member Murray Jones with a superb
rainbow

A few weeks ago Frank emailed a note
and some photos of his recent successes.
He tells us that “The dams have been
fishing well. They can sometimes be
disappointing but that's the nature of
the sport. The last few months have
produced some large rainbows from
5-71b. I've sent a couple of photos <.
I'm looking forward to getting to New
Zealand in November if all things work
out. Will try for three weeks, fingers
crossed. If you ever want to wet a line let
me know. Cheers, Frank.”

Frank Kappl has had a great year with several
trout, both browns and rainbows, in the range
4-71b
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An Argument For Trout - Wild And Stocked

... Trevor Hawkins contemplates a state trout fishery with rivers that includes wild bred
and stocked fish.

Bleached river rocks, the colour of
weathered bones belonging to long
deceased animals from parched Monaro
farmlands, is all that remains now of
many free-flowing trout streams. These
once hallowed rivers have given up their
very existence in part or whole for the
mighty hydro schemes that gave with one
hand and took away with the other.

Few could deny the piscatorial wonders
created by the damming of many once
famous trout rivers. The trade-off for
lakes such as Eucumbene and Jindabyne
in New South Wales was probably worth
it in many anglers’ eyes, while other
dams such as Lake William Hovell in
Victoria have created mediocre trout
fisheries at best, and destroyed previously
outstanding wild rivers in the process.

Few would argue that the damming

of the King River with Lake William
Hovell, the damming of the Buffalo, Rose,
Catherine and Dandongadale Rivers

with Lake Buffalo, or the damming of

the upper Kiewa Rivers with the Falls
Creeks dams have had a harmful effect
on the rivers that flow into or out of those
lakes. But as already acknowledged, there
have been trade-offs, and if I was to put
hand on heart, in many cases the created
lakes have given better, or at least more
consistent fishing than some of the rivers.

And it could well be argued too, by me
and no doubt many others, that the dams
have actually improved the trout fishing
downstream in lots of instances. The
Swampy Plains River below Khancoban
Pondage, the Goulburn River below
Lake Eildon and the Tumut River below
Blowering Dam are examples of quality
tailrace fisheries that have been created
via the damming of rivers.

But I'd like to think we owe the ‘river
spirits’ that gave up often staggeringly
wild gorge areas for our water security
the respect and protection they deserve.
The bleached bones of often dried river
courses that once flowed into larger
waterways have now, in many cases,
fallen to the ravages of droughts and
bushfires and the science that says
stocking trout streams is a waste money.

And while I agree with the notion that
‘wild means wild” and should as a
general rule be left to regenerate at its
own pace, I also believe there is a case
for intervention - to step in and help ‘just
hanging in there’ wild streams recover
quicker than they might, if left to their
own devises.

A case in point is the huge and decades-
long destruction that has been wrought
on many Victorian trout stream
headwaters due to back to back bushfires
followed as often as not by scouring
floods. The notion that the ecology of
whole catchments or specific rivers will
recover over time is very noble. After all,
as they say, mother nature will win out
and rebound, right?

But in reality, sitting back and hoping
that this will be the case is to a certain
extent putting a lot of our faith in the
‘science’ that also used to believe that
stocking trout actually worked, that
planting willows was good, that clear
fell tree harvesting in upper headwater
catchments could be managed without
detriment to those lifeblood streams we
all rely on, or that scouring floods gave
river systems a good ‘flush out” and
didn’t adversely affect the whole ecology
of the river.
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The selective use of science and

the dismissal of any intervention is
negligence and a dereliction of our duty
to future generations, as well as the
respect and duty we owe as “users’ of our
natural resources.

The notion that feeder or breeder trout
streams flowing cold into native fish
catchments of less than cold water will
rebound naturally after bushfires and
scouring floods have not only destroyed
the tree cover but burnt the undergrowth
and the top soil, and pushed it along
with everything in its path, including
terrestrial and aquatic insects, native
fish and trout, and the very river stones
that create the habitat under which
many of these fastwater animals lived
downstream, is folly. What's left behind
is a silty sludge of ash and choking soil/
sand washed from the mountain areas,
which are often ‘recovering’ regrowth
areas. The resultant silt not only chokes
the aquatic residents that may have
survived, but changes the river, often
irreparably, or at least within a human
lifespan. If you think I'm being a little
over dramatic, perhaps some before

and after photographs or discussions
with a few “old timers’ might focus your
attention.

The notion that streams such as the
Dandongadale River, Traralgon Creek,
Jacksons Creek, Rose River, Nariel Creek,
Thowgla River, Aberfeldy River, Barkly
River, Cobungra River, Wellington and
Macalister Rivers can all simply keep
rebounding naturally and quickly after
season on season devastation when there
is little downstream recruitment potential
due to warm water storages is a huge
leap of faith that the science ‘this time’ is
correct.

At best a trout stream that has been hit
hard with hot fires and scouring floods
in its headwaters will take three years at
least I would think to bring back some

semblance of a trout fishery and the
ecology that can support it. Or maybe
never in our lifetimes.

The Macalister and Wellington Rivers in
Victoria (both once iconic trout fisheries
in their own right) are now decades

past major fires and floods and have not
recovered to this day. And I seriously
doubt they will in my lifetime. Both have
been choked and silted, shallower waters
have meant the water temperatures have
increased, carp have moved in and can be
seen systematically working the mud and
small pebbles for any insects trying to
re-establish. There are kilometres of water
that can be inspected around Licola and
up into the Wellington River without any
semblance of an aquatic nymph showing
up. Of course there are still trout there,
mainly higher up in the headwaters, but
for the old timers who knew these rivers
in their heydays, they are both now just
shadows of their former selves.

It's easy for people who aren’t local or
familiar with an area to look at a stream
a few seasons after a major fire and think
it looks as beautiful as ever. But if the
aquatic insects haven't re-established,

or the trout numbers were decimated
and there is little upstream recruitment
because of dams or downstream warm
water native fisheries, that idyllic visual
of everything being normal is likely to be
an illusion.

Another example may be crossing the
completely bone dry but once beautiful
Dandongadale River at Benny’s during
ongoing droughts then revisiting it after
decent rains for the non-regulars to swear
it is as good as it ever was. A river can be
dead but still look alive when the riparian
regrowth has come back and the river is
flowing clear again, but often as not that
is simply just window dressing. It's like
‘bogging’ over a badly dinted car and
giving it a shiny paint job - on the surface
it looks as good as ever doesn’tit? >>>
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To Stock Or Not To Stock

The notion that it’s ok to stock native
species into waters where they have
never existed, or at best were only

ever there in small enclaves and
presumably didn’t survive predation or
environmental changes, but with nothing
being changed to help their recovery will
now do so if enough fish are stocked,

is hard to fathom, especially when the
argument is put that you cannot stock
trout in self recruiting streams because it
doesn’t enhance the fish numbers.

But what if a stream has been devastated
by fires and floods - is that still the case?
Is it legitimate to just let it hopefully
recover naturally, and while it is doing so
still encourage anglers to fish it?

What of the natural insects that have
also taken a beating? Is there any science
relating to their recovery rate?

I should make it clear here that I'm not
talking about streams that have simply
become too warm to support trout. No,
not at all. I'm talking about streams that
before any catastrophic events were
well populated and self-recruiting trout
streams.

Is it legitimate to artificially stock fish
such as bass into rivers where they can’t
breed? I would argue that we shouldn’t,
especially when the cost per fish is high
and the angler demand is miniscule.

Surely we can walk and chew gum at the
same time when it comes to managing
our dwindling wild trout streams? The
notion that we can encourage people

to visit areas 6 or 12 months after
catastrophic events and have them target
rivers with few or no recovering fish

is a recipe for keeping that stream as a
mediocre water - if there is no regulatory
precautions or help put in place to
facilitate a strong recovery. Fishermen
won't keep returning if the fishing is
mediocre at best!

A huge amount of effort and money is
put into stocking trout in the Goulburn
River that does has natural recruitment,
whilst protecting spawn run fish in
tailrace fisheries where for most of the
season there is no ‘normal’ trout fishery
and anglers stay away in droves just
doesn’t make sense. The Macalister River
below Glenmaggie Weir and the Tanjil
River below Blue Rock Dam are just

two examples of wasted opportunities.
We could do far more to encourage
anglers out into regional areas instead of
promoting small nursery streams.

We can justify stocking trout in the ‘South
West Streams’ to cater for a few closed
season trout anglers, but we can’t for the
most part identify wild trout streams
that need our help to re-establish a viable
breeding population of wild fish to give
those struggling waterways a head start.
Seems odd to me! Surely if we promote
them as viable fishing destinations we
should give them some love to help
them come back online quicker if at all
possible?

You can promote a river and an area as a
fishing tourist destination as much as you
like, but if the fishing isn’t up to scratch
you’ll lose the true anglers as return
visitors. Heavily stocking and opening
up rivers such as the Macalister River
and the Tanjil River with trout would
create the type of angler appeal that used
to be the case in the Goulburn below

the Pondage back years ago. I'm not
suggesting opening up rivers or sections
that are already viable trout waters, I'm
suggesting that there ARE opportunities I
believe to heavily stock trout where there
isn’t a serious trout fishery now.

Surely it’s time to start protecting and
enhancing those wild streams we rely
on for the long term viability of our
wild trout fishery when the science is
proclaiming that we may be headed
towards a decline of around 50% of
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our viable trout fishing habitat over

the next two decades due to warming
waters. Let’s start protecting what we
know will be our ‘ark’ trout waters
while we can, before many of them turn
into “dead rivers’ that may never come
back naturally on their own, and in the
meantime open up areas to appeal to
those that just want to “catch trout’.

I think the stocking of big ex-brood fish
into metro waterways and the Goulburn
River has shown there is a huge demand
for people to simply catch trout, and big
ones, within a day’s drive or less from
Melbourne, so let’s take advantage of
that demand by metropolitan anglers for
trout rather than of stocking fish species
that don’t have the drawing power that

salmonids have always had. -

New Zealand Fishing in Autumn

... Trevor Stow managed to organise some time in New Zealand’s South Island over

autumn. Here are his two reports.

Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is a special day in the life
of most women. It is a time to embrace

family and reflect on all the good times
shared with them.

This year I found myself in Gore, New
Zealand, with my wife on Mother’s Day
(May 9). The Covid restrictions had just
been lifted and, as overseas holidays had
been suspended for the past year or more,
I thought it would be a good idea to take
my wife for a short holiday across the
Ditch.

Being Mother’s Day, of course I intended
to reward my wife with the short drive

to Fortrose, the small community on the
south coast of New Zealand where the
Mataura River enters the sea. There is just
one shop there that serves coffee and light
meals. I figured that, if I timed it right, I
could buy the Great Lady a nice flat white
at about 11 am before heading back up
the Mataura for lunch on the river and a
spot of fishing. Hopefully our arrival back
on the river would coincide with a decent
mayfly rise. What a great way to spend
Mother’s Day!

After leaving Fortrose we arrived at a
lovely grassy bank on the Mataura near
Wyndham. Upon arriving at my chosen

Well done Trevor — a fine brown from the Mataura

spot I found that I had lingered a little
too long over that coffee. The fish were
already rising and I had not tackled up.

I quickly left my wife to prepare lunch
while I rigged my rod, knottingon ~ ~--
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a size 16 Possum Emerger tied beautifully
by Andrew Mossman.

The Mataura was low for this time of

the year and fish were rising in flat

water with a gentle flow pushing my fly
downstream. I made a number of casts but
was having trouble seeing the fly in the
grey conditions. So off with the emerger
and on with a size 16 Parachute Adams.
That helped a lot. I had about half a dozen
takes on the Adams, catching a couple and
losing a few.

By now the hatch was ending and very
few fish were rising. I had enjoyed the
fishing and Shirley was reaching the end
of her novel in the car, so perhaps it was
time to leave. Well ... not quite. I decided
to tie on one of Hubert’s superb Bismarck
Nymphs about 18 inches below the Adams
and have “just a few more casts”.

I noticed a fish move out to my right. I cast
the flies upstream and almost immediately
the Adams was pulled under by a nice
brown taking the Bismarck. After a
vigorous battle I landed a very acceptable
3 1b brown. What a great way to end a
couple of hours fishing in Southland on
Mother’s Day.

I spoke to a local angler who informed
me that the fishing has been very good in
Southland this year. (No doubt helped by
a lack of pressure from overseas anglers.)
I found during my short stay that you
could expect a good rise of mayflies most
afternoons. They would not appear until

sometime after lunch and the action was
usually over by about 4 pm.

The weather in Southland had been
hovering around the mid-teens in the
afternoons. Most mornings there’d been

a fog that usually didn’t lift until late
morning. There had already been a frost
or two, and I noticed that later in the week
the maximum was forecast to reach only
11 degrees. Winter was fast approaching
and the season ended at the end of May
on most rivers. The upper sections of the
rivers closed at the end of April, but there
was some excellent fishing to be had in the
lower sections. Most of the fish I saw were
between 1.5 and 3 pounds and in great
condition.

If anybody is lucky enough to be the
recipient of some of either Hubert's

or Andrew’s flies, you are a lucky

fly fisherman. These flies have been
developed with Southland New Zealand
in mind, though they work equally well
in almost any other trout water. They are
beautifully tied and they really catch trout.
I often say that “there is not a trout that is
safe when I have one of these flies on my
line”.

The Upukerora River

Many of you will have fished New
Zealand’s South Island during the
November to March period, though lots
of people do not know about the fabulous
fishing that is to be had in many of the
rivers that are open until the end of May.

The fish rose freely in the afternoon
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On Mother’s Day I fished the Mataura
River near Wyndham, catching rising fish
on small dry flies and small nymphs. Two
days later I rewarded my dear wife with a
couple of days at Te Anau.

After a very pleasant drive from Gore,
with a stop at Lumsden for coffee and a
couple of essentials from the Pro Angler
shop there, we passed over the Oreti River
and stopped at Mossburn for lunch. We
arrived at Te Anau early in the afternoon,
so there was time to take my wife for

a stroll to the shops for a little retail
therapy. She then indicated she was a tad
weary after the big day’s travelling, so I
suggested she take a short afternoon nap,
giving me an ideal opportunity to drive
out to the Upukerora for a couple of hours
fishing.

Unlike the Mataura there is no afternoon
hatch on this river, though there are good
numbers of fresh run brown trout heading
upstream to spawn. The Upuk is a small

stream that runs into Lake Te Anau. It is
an important spawning river, and by May
has quite a good head of fish in it. Local
anglers do not seem interested and are
rarely encountered. I did notice that Gavin
Hurley and his guiding operation have
taken note however, and Pro Angler ran

a very successful guided trip to the river
recently.

My observations are that the fish in the
Upuk react in a similar manner to fish

in the Eucumbene, Thredbo and Mitta
rivers, or any other river running into an
Australian lake. I used the same rig that

I use in Australia - a size 12 beadhead
nymph at the end of my 5X 12 foot leader,
followed by a Glo Bug trailing about 40 cm
behind the nymph. The choice of nymph
doesn’t seem to matter too much, though I
am partial to an orange tungsten bead on
the nymph. Again, I don’t think the Glo
Bug colour is all that important, but I do
lean towards a pale light orange colour.

Trevor connected to a lively Southland brown on a typical late season day S>>
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After setting my indicator about 1.2 metres
above the nymph, it was out to the river.

There are only a few access points to

the Upuk and these can be easily found
in Fish & Game’s, “Waiau and Te Anau
Basin Rivers” brochure that is freely
available from any tackle shop in New
Zealand. The day that I chose to fish the
river was cold, with a maximum daytime
temperature of 9°C, dropping to 6°C later
in the afternoon. It was windy and the
odd shower was passing through. Great
conditions for this type of fishing.

I drove down close to the river and onto a
rough 4-wheel drive track that follows the
river upstream. After parking and walking
a few hundred metres I found a pool with
some structure. After numerous casts I
finally had a take. I struck and was fast
into a nice brown. Unfortunately he swam
straight towards me and I couldn’t get line
in fast enough to keep tension on him, so
he had little trouble throwing the hook
and heading off upstream.

Working further up the pool I had another
take. This time I was able to land a nice 2
pound brown that had taken the Glo Bug.

I headed further upstream where I found
a really nice pool that had water running
in on a slight angle that slowed the flow.
It had good depth, plenty of structure and
a nice gentle ripple. It had fish written all
over it. I worked my way up, taking three
more browns. Two took the Glo Bug and
the other fish took the nymph. My best
was a big hooked-jaw buck of about 4
pounds.

At this point another cold and wet front
hit, and anyhow it was time to head back
to catch up with the wife. It had been a
very pleasant couple of hours fishing.

If anybody is thinking of heading over the
Ditch during May, I would encourage you
to have a look at these Southland rivers.
Many rivers are still open during May and
angler pressure is almost non-existent.
The fish are strong, fresh run fish that
have just left the lakes, and on a 6 weight
rod and 4 Ib leader are great fun. With

a little exploring you could have some
sensational late season fishing. Oh, and the
non-fishing wife can find plenty of things
to do during the odd occasion you are on
the river.

)

Mallard and Claret:100 years of the Ballarat Fly Fishers

... areview of the Ballarat Fly Fishers” history by Bill Jeans

Mallard and Claret: 100 years of the
Ballarat Fly Fishers is edited by Jim
Findlay, Barry Kentish and Mike Sorrell.

This is a beautifully presented book and
highlights the wonderful facility the

club has on Lake Wendouree. The book
editorial committee decided that instead
of just a chronological record of the club's
history, the book should be a series of
chapters highlighting the various aspects
of the club’s activities over the hundred
years: "It is not just about the fishing."

In reading these recollections you will see
how the BFFC followed the history of the
great city of Ballarat post the gold rush era,
particularly in surviving the challenges

of the second world war and the more
recent extended dry periods which
seriously impacted freshwater recreational
fishing. The club not only survived

these challenges but now endures as a
very successful, thriving club. The book
attempts to express the enthusiasm and
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passion members have for their recreation
and their club.

The Ballarat Fish Acclimatisation Society
was founded on August 1, 1870, and is
still in existence today. Lake Wendouree
developed as a freshwater fishery in the
late 1870s and the chapter on the lake's
early history and species of fish released
is particularly interesting. There are some
wonderful photographs, both old and
new, and the club has produced many
highly successful fly fishing competitors
on the international stage. Mick Hall's
chapter on the fly tiers, their flies, and the
insects of the area is well worth studying
before a trip to Ballarat.

Research has revealed that on October

18, 1870, the Tasmanian Government
declared Australia's very first trout season
for licenced anglers. Two members of

the new Ballarat Acclimatisation Society,
William Whitcombe and Henry Cane,
soon headed for Hobart. Whitcombe
purchased licence #7 and Cane #8 for one

pound each (a considerable sum then) and
on November 18 they achieved their goal
of catching trout on fly in the Plenty River.
All the flies mentioned by Whitcombe are
described and illustrated by Ronalds, and
Whitcombe was the first angler to tie flies
to represent the natural insects observed
on an Australian trout stream.

Allin all, a very enjoyable and informative
read.

MALLARD & CLARET

100 YEARS OF THE BALLARAT Fry FISHERS

1t’s not just about the fishing — a magnificent report
on the Ballarat Club’s 100 years.

Rod Barford Fishes Victoria

... Rod Barford gets around. In a recent email he was reporting on his exploits fishing
around Anglers Rest in Victoria.

I'm just home from a week hunting up
near Benambra, and then enjoying two
days fishing around Angler’s Rest on the
way home. The rivers were flowing well
but clearly there had been a lot of water
down the Big River in the week prior,
with evidence it had been in spate. It
looked like it had been a good six feet up
at one stage, with the high water mark to
show it.

In runs and pools where I normally
would expect to see good fish, I either
saw nothing at all, or juveniles in the 10”
to 12” size range. I did find a few rising
fish in the evenings and caught several
small browns on a caddis emerger.

The second day saw me swinging my
traditional fly for the last session of the
season, the Green Matuka. Season in,
season out, this fly remains my most
durable and consistent fish taker since the
early 1960s. I never venture out without a
good number of these in my box.

Many fly fishers turn their noses up at

the idea of fishing a matuka - a type of fly
snobbery? But those older methods are no
less effective today than when they were
in vogue. The Green Matuka has saved
me from many an otherwise fishless day
and I find them especially effective when
the fish are emerging from a long cold
and lean winter, or at the end of >>>
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the season when they’re desperate to
stack on the pounds before spawning.

I threw my Green Matuka across to the
far bank, landing in a quiet side eddy. The
current formed a large ‘U’ in the line and
I immediately spotted an impressive bow
wave pursuing the fly. The fish didn’t
connect until the line straightened in the
heavy rapids where the fly now swam.
The moment the line tightened the trout
made two big leaps and surged up out of
the broken water back into the pool. This
was just above the confluence with the
Bundara, in the first big pool above the
riffle section.

It took a good ten minutes to bring him
to the net where I fumbled twice, over-
eager, and thought I had him on the

third netting attempt. I wasn’t concerned
when he flopped out again until I noticed
my fly was now embedded in the net. I
tried to slip the net over his head but the
moment he realised he was no longer
attached, he spurted off upstream.

Would we call that a catch? Maybe a 95
percenter? Anyway, a good way to end
the season, and he saved me the trouble
of handling and unhooking him. Perhaps
a bit shy of 5 1b, and a good fish for that
water.

After lunch I noticed some splashing in
the shallows over the other side so pulled
out my binoculars. It was a fairly large
female digging a redd in the shallows

of the main river. She had at least three
smaller males in attendance, but they
skedaddled when a much larger male
turned up, possibly the one I dropped.

After seeing this I went for a look from
the Bundara gorge above the bridge and
spotted two equally large fish attempting
to leap the flume between two huge
boulders. It took them a few desperate
attempts but they made it. Great to see, as

I love watching spawners make their way
upstream.

A couple of years back I did some four-
wheel driving to reach a tributary creek
well upstream of Glen Wills, just to see

if there were still any trout in it. In other
seasons they’ve been up this particular
creek spawning but dropped back
downstream by the time the first mayfly
hatches had begun. But this time some
had remained behind, as I caught several
that would be considered big even for the
main river.

Considering the excellent rainfall over the
past couple of years I think that this creek
will be a good option for the next trout
season.

Every time I receive a VFFA newsletter
the first thing I do is scroll down to the
Fly of the Month. I then copy and paste

it into a Word document, print it out and
add it to my Fly Patterns D-Ring folder.
I've lost count of how many I have there
now; they go back to the early 1990s.
Now and then I pull the folder out and tie
up a few of the patterns.

Back when Rick Keam was writing to me
regularly he assisted me with a few ideas.
We exchanged flies on a regular basis, so
I ended up with some of his prototypes
before they ever saw the light of day in a
commercial sense. So I have a collection
of his early flies - crickets, hoppers,
shrimps, yabbies, etc. All now reside in
their own special box with “Never To Be
Fished” written on the lid.

Anyway, fingers crossed there will be a
copy of his Dressed For Dinner with my
name on it.

Cheers, Rod B
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FLY OF THE MONTH

... Jim Jackman'’s tie of “Adrian’s Roughy”

Jim Jackman is well known to those of us who have fished Millbrook Lakes in the last
few years as part of the VFFA group. Jim is the very knowledgeable and helpful guide
there who told us where the fish were and what they were eating.

He promised us a Fly of the Month, and tells us that this one is one of those flies that
you have to tie on well away from the water and preferably hidden from view in the
boot of your car, because the fish will be queuing up to eat it.

Jim tells us that this fly was originally developed in the late eighties by Adrian Weir,
who lived in Horsham. Jim is not too sure whether it was inspired by a bottle of good
red or the insatiable instincts of a hunter, but nevertheless it has since proven to be
inspired genius!

To say it was a success in those early days was an understatement, and for the
privileged few who were privy to this revelation, it was a closely held secret for many
years.

Adrian's fly was originally intended for use in the waters around Horsham, including
Toolondo, Wartook and Fyans, but it soon proved to be effective wherever it was
used, including in Tassie, Eucumbene, and of course over the ditch in New Zealand.
To look at it, one may well ask what it is supposed to represent. The best that Jim was
able to come up with is this — it represents nothing in particular and everything in
general, depending how it is fished. Adrian's Roughy often got the job done when all
else failed.

From a fly tier’s point of view, colour, proportion and profile are paramount in order
to get the trout's attention. Often flies that are suggestive rather than imitative can
cover a broader range of potential food, and this is where the Roughy just screams:
“Come and get me!”
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Tying instructions for Adrian's Roughy.

Materials:

Hook: Kamasan B830, size 10

Thread: 6/0black

Body: Black Chenille

Hackle: Church Window feathers (Cock Pheasant Shoulder Feathers)

Tying Procedure:

1. Lay a base of thread along the hook shank, finishing just above the barb of the hook.

10.

11.

Then run thread back to the eye, stopping about 3 mm short of the eye.

Strip away a small length of material from the end of the chenille and tie this to the
hook just behind the eye. Now lay the chenille along the top of the hook shank and
tie turns of thread over it all the way back to just above the barb.

Return the thread to the point 3 mm short of the eye of the hook.

Now wind the chenille tightly and with dense wraps along for the first third of the
hook shank. (This section will a represent the abdomen of the fly.)

Then, whilst maintaining the tension, make more wraps of the chenille going
forward but use less dense wraps until the original tie in point behind the eye is
reached. (This section will a represent the thorax of the fly.)

Tie off the chenille at this point, leaving room for the head.

Refer to the photo for sizes and proportions. Tie in some more turns of chenille at
this point to build up the head. Then use a two-turn whip finish here to save your
work.

Run the thread back to the one-third point at the end of the abdomen using just two
or three wraps. We need to avoid flattening the chenille with too many wraps at this
point. You should now see the suggestion of an abdomen, a thorax and a smaller

head.

Choose a church window feather and strip away the fluffy bits. Now pluck three or
four fibres from the feather and tie them to the near side of the hook at the one third
point from the rear. The key is to wrap the thread around the midpoint, or the two
thirds point of these fibres, depending on the size of the fibres. Tighten the thread so
that the feather fibres are flared. Check the photo to see the proportions.

Repeat this same exercise tying some fibres on the top of the hook, and then more on
the far side of the fly. Secure your work with a two-turn whip finish or a couple of

half hitches.

Take the thread forward to the two thirds point (just ahead of the thorax) and repeat
this procedure. Again secure your work and move to just behind the eye and again
repeat this a procedure but using slightly smaller fibres from near the tip of the
church window feather.
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12. At this point you will have tied in three or four church window fibres at nine points
— the near side, the top, and the far side at the one third point, the two-thirds point,
and just behind the eye.

13. Build up the head and secure it with head cement or UV resin of your choice. Jim
suggests that Solarez Bone Dry gives a nice tack-free hard shiny finish.

14. Finally, give the fly a rough up with your fingers. (Jim has found that roughed up
flies often catch more fish.)

//‘7

Leaping Trout - Scholes

b, d
Our Sponsors *ELY FISHING

3 \E Uy
BUYEI  THEFLYHISHER

Compleat Angler essentlaﬁ
FLYFISHER

@&gy_ A Caillies

Tackle Specialists since 1954

JUNE 2021 VFFA 31



June 2021
11 Friday

17 Thursday

20 Sunday
24 Thursday

30 Wednesday

July 2021
15 Thursday

18 Sunday
28 Wednesday

August 2021
20 Friday

22 Sunday

25 Wednesday

September 2021
4 Saturday

16 Thursday

29 Wednesday

October 2021
21 Thursday

27 Wednesday

VFFA 2021 meetings & other activities

The trout fishing season in Victorian rivers officially closes at
midnight on Friday, June 11, this year

General Meeting — 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:

Speaker — Craig Coltman, who will speak about “The One Percenters’
Social Casting at the Red Tag Pool, commencing at 10:30 am
Recommencement of Winter Fly Tying — first session at Aussie
Angler Store in Greensborough — 6pm — 8pm

Council Meeting - 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club

General Meeting — 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:

Speakers — Bernard Holbery and Jason Platts, who will tell us all
about ‘Streamcraft on Small Streams.”

Social Casting at the Red Tag Pool, commencing at 10:30 am
Council Meeting — 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club

Annual Dinner at the Kelvin Club, with Guest Speaker Jim Allen
President’s Casting Day at the Red Tag Pool, commencing at 10:30 am
Council Meeting - 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club

Victorian rivers open again to trout fishing
2021 Annual General Meeting - 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club
Council Meeting — 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club

General Meeting — 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club:
Speaker: TBC
Council Meeting — 6:30 pm at the Kelvin Club

(VEFFA events still to be finalised include Sunday Casting, casting tuition, winter fly
tying, a possible Cane Day, nymphing and river tuition on local streams. The date for
this year's Donger Competition is also still to be finalised.)
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