JUNE 2020

June Meeting with Charley May

Charley May is our guest speaker for the
June meeting.

Originally from England, Charley
is a biologist by training and a
marketer by trade, and has been mad
about fly fishing since she was young.

She’s been sharing her fishing skills with
friends and family for years and in 2017
decided to launch her part-time guiding
business - Charley May Fly Fishing. Since
then she has inspired scores of people to
cast a line for the first time or take their
game to the next level. Her clients have
included the Governor of Victoria!

Last year Charley returned to the Old
Country to sit her Certified Casting
Instructor (CCI) examination and celebrate
turning 40. Not only did she pass the test
with flying colours to become Australia’s
eighth female CCI, but she also spent a
magical day on two of England’s fabled
chalk streams with her dad to celebrate her
four decades on earth.

Forget the Test and Itchen. Charley is going
to tell us about the Lathkill and Wye Rivers
in Derbyshire, and why you need to head
to northern England to find gin clear water,
dazzling wild brown trout, and romantic
landscapes that will stain your soul.

With a heavy dose of nostalgia, Charley
will be taking us for a walk down memory

Thursday, June 18,
8:00 pm,
via Zoom

lane, sharing her knowledge of the area and
rivers, and inspiring us to pack our twig
rods and ‘head up north’ next time we’re in
the UK.

This will again be a Zoom video
presentation, commencing at 8:00 pm.

Please note that some days prior to June 18
Terry Rogers will email us all with detailed
instructions on how to log in to see Charley
and hear her presentation.
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Members are reminded
again this month that it

is important that we have your
correct email address. This is
necessary as important notices
to members are constantly being

emailed by Terry Rogers or our
president Chris Gray.

It is vital that we are able to
contact members for a variety of
important reasons. But keeping

IMPORTANT NOTICE

track of all members’ details is a
challenge.

If you have recently changed your
postal address, or email address,
or phone number, or are not
certain that we have these details
correct for you, then please tell us.

How do you do this? Contact

our editor - Lyndon Webb - on
0488 555 724 (text or call) or send
an email to Igwebb@bigpond.net.au
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President’s Message

Welcome to another Fly Lines newsletter.

Again we were joined by 40 members
on Zoom for our May meeting to hear
from Cameron Westaway and Dr Nathan
Miles presenting to us on the management
of NSW inland fisheries and their focus on
trout. This was the third instalment of a
three-state presentation which previously
saw Taylor Hunt from our Victorian
Fishing Authority reporting on our
Victorian trout fishery in June 2019 and
Chris Wisniewski reporting on Tasmania
in our October 2019 issue. This was an
initiative from our council member and
past president Hamish Hughes.

There were some great questions from
the floor to Cameron and Nathan, who
were well versed on all aspects of their
fishery. It would appear that there are
similar challenges across all three states in
managing their respective trout fisheries.

I was fortunate to have Julian Newton-
Brown travel with me to Thorpdale last
year for the Thorpdale Dam Day, and

I wrote about this in our November
FlyLines. Our time together has now
become more memorable with Julian’s
recent passing. We will miss him and his
charismatic stories, poems and wisdom.
Condolences from all VFFA members to
Beth, Ian, Anna (dec), Michael, Georgia,
Emma, Charlie and their families.

We have been our way working

through the changing Covid-19 isolation
requirements and have been in contact
with Harry at the Kelvin Club. At the time
of going to print our plans are as follows:

Our council meetings will continue via
Zoom video conferencing, and our general
meetings will also continue (tentatively)
via our video conference facility on Zoom.
Terry Rogers will email out his usual
invitation each month with the link to
connect via Zoom.

At this stage our June meeting with
Charley May will be via Zoom and so, too,
will our July meeting with Karen Brooks.

Our August Annual Dinner at the

Kelvin Club is yet to be confirmed,
though it’s unlikely we will be able to
proceed because of the number and
space restrictions applying to meetings.
However our September Annual General
Meeting is likely to proceed at the Kelvin
Club. We will keep you up to date if any
of these proposals change.

We also envisage starting Winter Casting
at the Red Tag Pool in July and look
forward to catching up in person while
managing the safe distancing rules.

Victorian Fisheries Authority has been
busy with their stocking program and
have travelled to 14 waterways across the
state to release more than 117,000 trout.

The lakes were stocked:

e Blue Rock Lake — 10,000 brown and
10,000 rainbow trout

e Devilbend Reservoir — 10,000 brown
trout

e Upper Coliban Reservoir — 20,000
rainbow trout

e Bullarto Reservoir — 500 brown and
1,000 rainbow trout

e  Wombat Reservoir — 1,000 brown and
1,000 rainbow trout
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e Talbot Reservoir — 2,000 brown and
2,000 rainbow trout

e Beaufort Lake — 1,000 brown and 1,500
rainbow trout

e Upper Sandy Creek Dam — 1,000
brown trout

e Banimboola Lake (Dartmouth
Pondage) — 3,000 brown and 3,000
rainbow trout

¢ Ferntree Gully Quarry — 500 brown
trout

¢ Tullaroop Reservoir - 20,000 rainbow
trout

¢ Lake Wendouree - 6,000 rainbow trout

e Lake Hume - 19,200 brown trout

* Barkers Creek Reservoir - 5,000 brown
trout

Tiger trout (1,300 of them in fact) were

stocked into Lake Purrumbete near

Camperdown - the first in Victorian

waters. Tiger trout are a cross between

a male brook trout and a female brown

trout. They boast attractive colouration

and are considered a very good sportfish.

These tiger trout averaged 250 grams each

and are expected to grow fast given their

aggressive nature and abundant baitfish

population in the lake.

These tiger trout join a suite of other
stocked species in Purrumbete, including
cheetah trout. These were first stocked
last year (2,450 of them) and will again
be stocked this season with another 1500.
Cheetah trout are a cross between a male
brook trout and a female rainbow trout.

The combination

of a self-sustaining
redfin population

and stocked rainbow
trout, brown trout,
Chinook salmon,
cheetah trout and now
tiger trout makes Lake
Purrumbete a unique
fishery nationally.

No other lake in the
country boasts such

a diverse array of
freshwater targets.

Our Sponsors

zCumpleat Angler

A small group of anglers will support
representatives from DELWP, AR,
GBCMA, VFA and the ATF in a survey of
the Steavenson River on June 3. This is an
initiative of the ATF to review riparian
and in-stream habitat along with the
recent river destruction on a farm.

BOULDER
SEEDING

RU N RIVER

Other works recently completed as part
of habitat restoration projects include
boulder seeding on the Delatite and
Acheron rivers, and weed control and
riparian restoration on the Rubicon River
downstream from Tumbling Waters.

I would like to finish with a word
commending our sponsors. They have
constantly supported us with generous
gifts for our auctions and raffles over
many years, so please support

them when considering your

next purchase.

“FLY FISHING

essentiaﬁ
FLYFISHER

M gaillies

é »
FWENZ A
[iihingliackicla b aorsy Fishing Tockle
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The May Meeting with Cameron Westaway and Dr Nathan Miles

Our scheduled speaker for the May meeting was Cameron Westaway, Senior Fisheries
Manager Inland for NSW Fisheries. Cameron invited a colleague, Dr Nathan Miles (a
scientist based at the Narrandera Fisheries Centre) to join him. Cameron spoke first,
providing an update on the NSW trout fishing strategy, and then Nathan followed,
giving a description of his work researching trout and native fish in the state. Here is a

summary of their presentations.

Cameron Westaway:

Nathan and I are both keen trout fishers,
though we also fish for natives. I'm based
in Albury and from time to time fish for
trout in Victoria’s north-east. And I love
going there. I often tell Travis and his
crew how good the north-east fishing is
in Victoria.

I thought I should give you a brief update
on our ‘New South Wales Trout Strategy’ - a

Electro-fishing streams to determine trout numbers
and sizes

document that was initiated because of
concerns about climate change and its
impact on our trout fishery. We need to
note that we are currently living through
widespread drought in NSW. Some of
our iconic trout streams in the north have
been in a lot of trouble because of the
drought. We've also had fires this year,
and now Covid-19. So this is the context
we currently are living with.

The bushfires burned 5.3 million hectares
and subsequent rain washed ash and
sediment into our waterways. There were
78 recorded major fish kills across NSW,
with more going unnoticed, so our staff
at Dutton, Narrandera and Albury were
heavily involved in fish rescues from the
Menindee, Macquarie and Gwydir rivers.

Both of our trout hatcheries were
threatened by fire, and we had minor
fish kills at hatcheries when water
temperatures reached 29°C. People were
saying that we can't use this year as an
example because it's the worst year ever,
but it seems we are now having more of
these ‘worst years ever’.

The good news is that we want people to
go fishing - for recreational purposes, for
the economy, and for their mental health.
We want people to get out and enjoy
some fishing.

So what is our trout strategy? We have
developed a strategy that has six key
criteria - Angler Engagement, Research,
Management, Hatcheries and Stocking,
Fish Habitat, and a Native Fish Stocking
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program which directly relates to our
trout management.

Angler Engagement

We are having more regional meetings.
We want to talk with our stakeholders
and will continue working with angling
groups and individual anglers to
communicate the status of our trout
fishery and fishery programs. We want
to ensure that anglers are aware of the
current issues and trends that affect our
trout fishing. We will continue to work
with Acclimatisation Societies on stocking
decisions and will involve the broader
angling community in habitat restoration
and citizen science.

The NSW DPI Fisheries has developed

a fishing access website (www.
angleraccessdev.dpi.nsw.gov.au) to
provide anglers with information to assist
them legally access waterways.

This communication with anglers,
however, can be easier said than done.
When the trout fishery is in trouble and
you go to a meeting at Jindabyne where
there are no rainbow trout you can find
yourself in a quite hairy meeting. But we
are doing our best to communicate and to
hear what anglers are saying.

Management Issues

We want to do things that we think will
improve the fishery for anglers, but they
need to be based on science.

We might, for example, change the fishing
seasons in areas of high stocking density
where there is early spawning activity.
Up north most of the spawning happens
in August and many of our streams there
don't recruit well, so we stock fish and
don't see why we can't open the season
there in September. But we wouldn't

do this without good research and the
support of anglers.

We are also exploring the idea of
providing fishing access to tailrace
fisheries and opening some waters to
year-round fishing, especially near
regional towns. Thus the Snowy below
the dam wall will get extra browns this
year.

We will continue to review bag sizes, gear
changes and closure times. We want to
keep it simple. We also suspect that fish
mortality is not the major reason for any
declines in our fisheries.

We will continue to work with the
Acclimatisation Societies to categorise
rivers and prioritise those to be stocked
to optimise trout stocking effectiveness.
A scorecard on relevant water quality
features is being developed to assist with
our stocking decisions.

Stocking and Hatcheries

We've got two hatcheries — the Dutton
Hatchery and the Gaden Hatchery at
Jindabyne. To improve hatchery facilities
we are investing in re-circulation systems,
shading and heater/ chiller units to

better provide temperature-controlled
environments to increase fish metabolism.
These are to ensure that fish don't die in
the summer heat and that they continue
to grow during the winter months when
water temperatures get down to 3°C and
eggs then develop very slowly. Warming
the water in winter speeds the process up.

$3.3 million has recently been announced
in order to upgrade the Gaden Hatchery
to ensure improvements in production.

While most of our stocking is done using
fry and fingerlings we need to increase
the size of stocked fish in impoundments
where redfin are present, as these are
major predators on small fish. Stocking
larger fish is also popular with anglers
and provides a short-term boost to local
tourism. However there are signiﬁcant> .
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limitations on the capacity of our
hatcheries to produce and transport large
numbers of bigger trout, so the majority
of trout stocking will continue to be based
on fry and fingerlings.

Fish Stocking Program 2019-20

In 2019/20 we stocked over 1,700
individual sites. The fish stocked
included 1,394,572 rainbow trout, 536,150
brown trout and 60,000 Atlantic salmon
(these in Jindabyne and Khancoban).

We keep comprehensive databases that
are constantly updated so anglers can
check on the DPI website and see how
many fish have been stocked in their
favourite waters.

Unfortunately this year there were a
number of stocking cancellations for sites
that had poor environmental conditions
or predicted low levels. Overall we were
down about 800,000 fish on normal
historical stocking averages.

The Redfin Predation Study

We made an attempt to determine the
minimum size trout should be stocked in
waters where there was redfin predation.
So we put tagged fish in some of our key
impoundments that were impacted by
redfin. Oberon, for example, is close to
Sydney and is a magnificent trout fishery.
But redfin got in there and degraded it, so
we have been stocking it with larger fish.

For the predation study we tagged and
released fish in the size range 70 — 420
mm and offered prizes for tags that

were returned. The data showed that the
minimum size for stocked fish to escape
redfin predation was about 170 — 180 mm.
We now know that the most effective size
for stocking in the presence of redfin is
200 mm and above.

We have also used this tagging system
to determine growth rates. We plotted
graphs of the increases in sizes of fish
against the days elapsed since stocking,
and found, for example, that in Lake

A team rescuing cod in the drought-affected lower Macquarie River
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Wallace there were growths of typically
200 mm after just 100 days, whereas fish
in Oberon gained just 100 mm of growth
after 200 days. Lake Wallace has redfin
and bass and trout, and a lot of feed in
there too, and we had a trout there that
had grown 400 mm in a year. It went in
at 20 cm and after one year was a 60 cm
trout. A great result for us.

This data also gives anglers some
knowledge about their favourite
impoundments. Are the fish there small
because too many people are taking out
the big fish, or is the density too high for
available food so that fish are growing
too slowly? These factors are obviously
related to water temperatures, stocking
densities and food availability.

Water Temperature Loggers

One of the goals of the trout strategy

was to determine water temperatures in
trout waters during the warmer months.
We know that trout shut down when
water temperatures reach 20°C and
temperatures are lethal for trout above
25°C. So last summer temperature loggers
were deployed in our northern trout
waters.

The graph up on the screen now shows
the results for the Guy Fawkes River at
Ebor. This river is a great trout fishery
but the readings show that in this high-
temperature drought year just past the
maximum daily water temperatures were
above 25°C for most of December and
January.

Fish Habitat

Our plan is to map trout habitat and
spawning aggregation, concentrating on
upland western facing stream sections
where shade provides trout refuges

and helps to reduce downstream water
temperatures. We will also investigate
the feasibility of constructing in-stream
trout habitat and spawning beds and

will undertake riparian revegetation to
decrease temperatures and increase food.
Our aim is to identify five key trial sites
in each region and then improve one of
these each year.

Continue With Native Fish Stocking
The decision to create mixed fisheries will
be undertaken in close consultation with
recreational anglers. Some of the factors
to be considered here are increased
competition for pest species, increased
fishing opportunities for anglers, and the
stocking of native fish in areas considered
marginal for trout or where carp and
redfin persist as Murray cod, Australian
bass and golden perch are known

to predate on redfin. This will help

create year-round trout/mixed fishery
opportunities and will help achieve some
ecosystem balance.

Dr Nathan Miles:

There was a question raised earlier about
the collapse of the rainbow fishery in
Eucumbene. We are in the process of
trying to work out what happened there.
There’s been a lot of anecdotal evidence,
but thus far very little scientific evidence
relating to what has happened to this
fishery and how badly it has collapsed.
Was it just fish numbers that went down,
or was it the size of the fish, or was it
both? We are doing work to try to answer
these questions.

In looking at recent spawning run data
for Jindabyne it would appear that we
are getting some good brown trout runs
and our brown trout fishery seems to
be going well, though sizes are a little
bit down. So in terms of whether the
fishery is collapsing it would seem that
we are maintaining a decent population
of brown trout though the average size
has gone down a little. The rainbow trout
however may possibly have gone down
in both size and number.

>>>
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Trout Fishery Monitoring Program

In terms of the whole NSW trout fishery
we are tackling this through the NSW
Trout Fishery Monitoring Program
which has been set up to improve fishery
management and enable long term
sustainable fisheries. The Program has
five headings, these being Population
Surveys, Snowy Lakes Monitoring,
Recreational Catch Measures, Climate
Change and Temperature, and Citizen
Science.

Trout Population Surveys

These measure recruitment and
abundance and allow us to produce
scorecards on the fishery by providing
information on stocking success, relative
abundance of fish and fish sizes. These
surveys address such issues as whether
there are multiple size classes in each
area, how many catchable trout there are
in each area, changes in trout distribution
over time and the effectiveness of

both natural recruitment and stocking.
This data is then used by managers to
evaluate management interventions such
as stocking, fishing seasons and size
regulations.

Snowy Lakes Monitoring

Here fish counters and fish surveys

have been used to monitor the timing
and length of the spawning season in

the Thredbo and Eucumbene Rivers.

This monitoring has provided data

on stocking effectiveness and the size
structure of the population. We have

also used hydroacoustic monitoring to
help measure trout populations and the
overall biomass in lakes. This information
gives us an understanding of population
trends and the effectiveness of stocking in
the Snowy Lakes.

Opverall we are seeking answers to these
questions: What is the spawning season
length? How many and what size fish
are in the spawning run each year? What

grow large quickly
is the population of fish in the lake (or
biomass) and what are the processes
affecting this? We are also keen to know
what anglers are catching, and whether
this varies between areas and years.

Recreational Catch and Effort
Monitoring (angler surveys)

A range of angler survey tools (creel
surveys, smart phone apps, online
surveys, and automated counters)

are being used to give us a better
understanding of how our recreational
trout fisheries are performing. These
surveys provide information on catch
effort and angler satisfaction on trout
fisheries across a number of rivers and
lakes.

Climate change and water temperature
monitoring

Research is being undertaken on the
temperature ranges of existing trout
waters to determine whether they will
remain viable as trout waters. Research
is also seeking to determine if some wild
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populations of trout are becoming more
adapted to warmer waters.

Survey Methods

To gather data on our rivers standard
sampling protocols are being used at 15
selected sites in each of our three regions.
These involve making eight 2% minute
shots using electro-fishing techniques
over about 500 metres of the stream at
each site. All fish captured are identified,
counted and measured. These surveys are
undertaken eight weeks after stocking so
that the fish have had time to settle and
disburse.

Report cards for each region have been
devised to collate this information. These
report cards list streams in the region
and identify the best stream on each of
the following criteria: the number of fish
per 100 metres of stream, the number of
catchable fish per 100 metres, the size

of the largest fish, the average size of
catchable fish, and the best stream for
rainbow trout and the best for brown
trout. The report card uses the letters A
to F to rate these streams on each of these
criteria.

Here is a report card for the Northern
Region from October 2018:

Northern Region

REGION HIGHLIGHTS

FISH PER 100M Guy Fawkes River

Report Card

RANDCA

BAUWN
ABUNDANCE D
F

CATCHABLE FISH PER 100M Manning River

LARGEST CAUGHT Guy Fawkes River

LOOKING AHEAD

AVERAGE SIZE OF CATCHABLE TROUT  Manning River DISTRBUTION o D
BEST FOR RAINBOW TROUT Styx River OVERALL RATING Moderate
BEST FOR BROWN TROUT Manning River

» Streams around the Macintyre River may need increased
stocking of brown trout and continued stocking of rainbow trout
to ensure multiple size classes and an improved fishery.

» Brown trout stocking is required in many areas as few small fish
were recorded. Stocking of brown trout in Autumn 2019 will likely
improve this result for 2019 surveys.

OVERVIEW OF RESULTS

RAINBOW BROWN
9.3 1.2 FISH PER 100M
0.1 0.7 CATCHABLE FISH PER 100M
43cm 43cm LARGEST CAUGHT
26 26 AVERAGE SIZE OF CATCHABLE TROUT

OTHER SPECIES RECORDED

» River blackfish, mountain galaxias, shortfin eel & mosquitofish

Last Surveyed October 2018

Macintyre
Fawkes
River !‘ﬂvm
ARMIDALE
o Styx Rives
-
Qucoonsid
River
Manning
Rover

>>>
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Abundance

Recent recruitment/

stocking success

Mature fish

Multiple size classes

Distribution

Overall rating

A =>10 fish/ 100m at 3 or more rivers

B= At least 5 fish/ 100m at 3 or more rivers

C= At least 2 fish / 100m at 3 or more rivers

D= At least 0.5 fish/ 100m at 3 or more rivers

F=0 - 0.5 fish/ 100m at 3 or more rivers

A= Fish <12cm at 12 or more sites

B= Fish <12cm at 8 to 11 sites

C=Fish <12cm at 3 to 7 sites

D= Fish <12cm at 1 to 2 sites

F= no fish <12cm

A= Fish >25cm at 12 or more sites

B= Fish >25cm at 8 to 11 sites

C= Fish >25cm at 3 to 7 sites

D= Fish >25cm at 1 to 2 sites

F= no fish >25cm

A= various sized fish from 5 to >45cm

B= various sized fish but few very large or few smaller fish
C= various sized fish but no very large or very small fish
D= very limited size range

F= only one size range

A= All sites contain trout

B= 10-14 sites contain trout

C= 6-9 sites contain trout

D= 3-5 sites contain trout

F= <3 sites contain trout

Excellent = A or B on all categories across both species
Good = A, B or C on all categories for both species
Moderate = Mostly A, B, C on all categories for both species
Poor = Multiple D and F for both species

Very poor= D and F on all categories across both species

This table shows the criteria for grading and assessing the streams in each NSW Region

Hopefully this work will provide 10 years. All stocked fish in Jindabyne
answers to these questions: What is the were tagged from 2012 - 2017, and
current status of NSW trout fisheries, and 25% — 33% of fish in Eucumbene since
is it changing? What is the population 2015 (though none in 2019 because of
structure? Are there multiple size classes high water temperature problems at
in each area? How many catchable trout the hatchery). This is a good way of
are there in each area? Are there any determining how effective the stocking is.
changes in the trout distribution over We were tagging 100,000 fish each year to
time due to factors like climate change? see how many came back in the spawning
Is there good natural recruitment or are runs to find what percentage of these fish
we relying upon stocking to maintain were stocked fish.
populations?

Last year 14% of the fish going up the
Referring again to the Snowy Lakes Thredbo River on the spawning run from
Monitoring program, we have been Lake Jindabyne were tagged fish, thus
tagging rainbow trout there for the past stocked fish. Most of these were three
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The solar-powered fish counter that was used to
count fish in Swamp Creek, an important spawning
stream

P——

Fish were photographed by the fish counter; this
photo showing a quite large brown trout moving up
to spawn

year old fish. We don't get many four-
year-olds going up the spawning runs so
these fish are fairly short-lived. For the
Eucumbene catchment most of the fish
on the spawning run up the Eucumbene
River are just two year olds.

A few years ago we started using fish
counters. We put one of those things in
Swamp Creek which is a major spawning
river off the Eucumbene River. We

then found that most of these fish were
moving up the creek during the night.

To supplement the system we had some
cameras attached which used motion
detectors to fire when a fish went past.
This year, as an example, since mid-April
over 2,000 fish have been counted going
up the creek, these being mostly brown
trout.

More electro-fishing

We can estimate sizes from the photos
and this year already we've had some fish
over 60 cm in size. Last year we had one
fish that was close to 90 cm. However our
data shows that typically these days most
of the fish in the spawning runs range
from 35 to 40 cm in size. The key point
here is that both rainbows and browns
are still moving up the creek to spawn in
November and December.

With the Citizen Science stuff most of the
work we do is related to collecting those
tiny tags that we put in fish. We work
with the Snowy Mountains Trout Festival
each year, and for 2018 the fish caught by
anglers were mostly wild fish. Only 12%
were stocked fish. For Jindabyne stocked
fish made up 36% of anglers’ catches.

Hydroacoustic surveys have been done to
provide estimates of the total number of
fish in an impoundment. Jindabyne and
Eucumbene have been completed, and
Tantangara will be completed this year.

To complete this review it can be said that
the Monitoring work is now giving robust
baseline data on the NSW trout fishery.
Report cards and summary documents
are now available for 2018/2019 and

for 2019/2020.
some for / o
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May 3, 2020 - Vale Julian Newton-Brown

... a tribute from his close personal friend Jim Allen.

Word came through this morning that
one of our more colourful and longtime
members had died. He rose out of bed
and was halfway into putting his clothes
on, but didn’t make it down the stairs for
breakfast.

riting this short obituary is with

much sadness at the loss of a close
friend who I've spent countless hours
fishing with and much, much more.
I find myself contemplating my own
demise and the realisation that I'm over
halfway through my seventies. I'd write
out the contract now if it were to be me.

Julian was 88 years old and a regular
attendee to our meetings. Also a frequent
contributor to this newsletter. We spoke
together only last week, and suddenly
he’s gone. Hardly ever a day’s sickness. A
life well lived! Death came like a thief in
the night.

Julian Newton-Brown will be
remembered for many things. Educated
in Hobart, he started life as a pharmacist
in Sydney, then built Julian’s Lodge at
Falls Creek. He wrote and published the
ski history of that small village, and as

A very young Julian in his Falls Creek days

Julian as we remember him from so many occasions

one wag commented, “there is litigation
on every page!” It didn't happen though
because everyone loved him.

Life at his ski lodge with his bride Beth
and a team of keen youngsters who loved
skiing was unique. From superb steaks
cooked for 60 or more on an open fire

in the lounge to the call of “boarders to
bed and visitors to buggery” if the skiing
was going to be good the next day. Bad
weather meant joke nights, music, games
and late nights. Those who stayed at
Julian’s Lodge went away with warm
memories of happy times and a special
holiday.

Julian also built another Julian’s Lodge,
now known as the Great Lake Hotel,

in Tasmania. Log fires, Sunday roasts

and wallaby patties come to mind, with
anglers, shooters, hikers, log truck drivers
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and tourists with a pet wombat all in
the bar together. He had a fishing shack
at Miena for nearly 40 years. One year
it burnt to the ground, so in his mid-
70’s, without any hesitation, he rebuilt
it in a few months and named it ‘Miena
Mansions Mark 2.

He will be remembered by the fly fishing
world for his invention of the trout fly
representing a Bogong Moth which was
affectionately called the Dunny Brush.
This newsletter has previously published
Julian’s notes and history of how it all
came about. (And it is partly reprinted in
this issue as our Fly of the Month.)

For this writer it was a very handy last
fly of the day in the alpenglow of evening
when it could be seen in the gloom, and
even later if a trout should take it in the
purple blackness of night - usually with a
loud sip or gloop because it was so large
and one could strike on the sound.

Julian was married a couple of times and
has six children, now all adults. The best
story was the discovery only recently of
a sixth long-lost son from a teenage love
affair some seventy years ago. As he, the
son, now aged nearly seventy, walked
through the door members of the family
immediately realised his bona fides
were obvious. The gene pool indicated

Julian and Beth dressed for the occasion

without doubt that he was Julian’s son.
In fact, an exact replica! The newcomer’s
young daughter later hugged Julian and
commented he was the newly discovered
grand-dad she had always wished for
and imagined she might have.

Craggy faced, indefatigable and nick-
named “Moth Eaten” or “Dunny Brush”,
he preferred the latter! He was a lively
character with piercing blue eyes. He was
a great raconteur who loved poetry and
published Metre and Rhyme, a book of
wonderful poems written by his friends
about skiing and fishing. He was also an
outstanding cook, and a night for dinner

bl o 1L/,

Julian enjoying a particularly profitable day on a
Tasmanian Highland lake >>>
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at his shack in the highlands of Tasmania
was invariably a memorable affair as the
tales of yesterday, the day just over and
the days of the ‘morrow were told. All
priceless tales of priceless moments. A
night without a Julian Brown joke or two
just didn’t exist. Or a lecture on physics
or chemistry. No one cooked duck better,
and who could ever forget his famous
Steak Dianne or “wog potatoes”?

He was arguably the world’s worst

card player and wasn’t any better at

ball sports. He hated cricket, soccer,

AFL and rugby with a passion, but was
a renowned skier and taught skiing to
kids at the Falls Creek Ski School into his
eighties.

Julian was a man of great intellect and
practicality. He could build anything and
always displayed an enquiring mind. He
wanted to know how everything worked
chemically, physically, mechanically

and more. In fact an amazing wealth

of knowledge is now lost. He made
whisky from his own alcohol distillery
but only for his own consumption or to

Julian taking on those enormous yellowfin tuna of
Bermagui

This magnificent portrait of Julian was painted
by Pieter Zaadstra and included in his book ‘The
Artist and the Fly Fisher'

preserve insect collected from trouts’
stomachs. He was always advising
friends on the chemical make-up of
anything or everything, and often
exhibited a wonderful dry and sometimes
mischievous sense of humour.

Julian fished annually in Tasmania’s
highlands. He also fished from New
Zealand to Christmas Island. My times
with him catching bonefish on sandflats,
marlin off the Great Barrier Reef,

giant yellowfin tuna off Bermagui and
Southern bluefin off Tasman Island will
never be forgotten. Those in his company
always had a good time.

His close friends have lost a good mate,
but we can look back and reflect on
memorable times and be warm in the
knowledge we were fortunate to be in
the company of a very special man and a
truly good bloke. A life well lived, and a
life never to be forgotten.

Jim Allen
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EDITOR’S DESK

“It is impossible to grow weary of a sport that is never the same on any two days of the year.”

(Theodore Gordon)

“Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point.” (Thomas McGuane)

“Soon after I embraced the sport of angling I became convinced that I should never be able to
enjoy it if I had to rely on the cooperation of the fish.” (Sparse Grey Hackle)

“I thoroughly enjoy getting away from the game and going out fishing because it's so relaxing,
so quiet and peaceful. I mean, there’s no noise other than nature - and it's so different from what
Ido in a tournament situation that it just eases my mind.” (Tiger Woods)

“The angling fever is a very real disease and can only be cured by the application of cold water

and fresh, untainted air.” (Theodore Gordon)

was feeling a bit feverish a week or two

ago — the restriction had finally been
lifted. We could fish again! Truly great
news, though we’ll have to head to the
lakes. The trout season for the rivers is
now closed.

April Vokey, a VFFA member with an
internationally renowned fly fishing
website called Anchored Outdoors, has
very kindly offered us access to the
material on her website. Whilst having

a browse I came across the following
article by Rick Kustich, a New York-
based flyshop owner, guide, fly fishing
instructor and author of five books. Rick
wrote about the impact of Covid-19 on
his life, and so much of what he says
reflects our situation here. This is what he
wrote:

“Aride to one of my favourite rivers is
usually filled with anticipation of the

day and a certain rebellion against the
norm. But recently it is more angst than
anticipation and the norm would actually
be refreshing. It’s all out of balance. The
only other instance in my lifetime that
brought a similar bleakness was the
events of 9/11. The loss of life, general

despair, damage to the economy and
heroics of first responders and medical
staff related to COVID-19 all strike a
similar chord.

I have grappled with my decision to visit
a river and fish at this time. Guidance

on various outdoor activities away

from the house has been flowing from
states, provinces and municipalities for
weeks. Described as a fluid situation, this
guidance is continually being updated.
Some jurisdictions allow fishing but
have deemed guiding to be nonessential,
others allow for subsistence fishing

and still others have ruled against both
recreational fishing and guided trips.
And leaders of some popular rural
fishing destinations are asking and

even demanding anglers from more
densely populated areas to not visit until
circumstances improve.

Despite the highest number of confirmed
cases of the virus of any U.S. state and a
strong campaign toward staying home
and social distancing, my home state

of New York has actually promoted
solitary outside recreational activity.

The New York State Department
>>>
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of Environmental Conservation issued
common-sense guidelines for promoting
safe recreational practices to help stop
the spread. Fishing was specifically
mentioned in the suggestion of activities
to responsibly enjoy the outdoors.

The guidelines also encouraged those
recreating to stay local. While my area
of western New York has nowhere near
the confirmed cases of downstate, the
concept of containment seems to be
consistent with limiting travel.

But despite the green light from the state
of New York, the decision to fish has
resulted in a sense of guilt, maybe even
feeling a little dirty. There are friends and
acquaintances that aren’t allowed to fish,
launch a boat, guide or operate their fly
shops and lodges. These are professionals
in the fly fishing industry—good people
who do what they do because of their
passion for fly fishing and to simply put
a smile on their client’s or customer’s
face. While most do it for love not
money, [ have spent enough time in the
industry to know that profit margins are
typically thin and circumstances such as
this can have a devastating effect both
financially and emotionally. I feel deeply
about the sheer frustration that is being
experienced.

The question of going fishing extends
beyond social distancing but more
importantly is it being socially
responsible? While the question has

its ethical overtones it can be partially
answered through science. By packing
all the food and drink I need from

home, driving directly to and from the
water, ﬁshing remote sections of a river
and bringing a mask just in case, I am
satisfied that this behaviour is not risking
the spread any more than if I was home
laying on the couch all day. And while
staying on the couch may be the best step
for everyone’s physical health it clearly
does nothing to keep my mind healthy.

I crave that connection to nature that
cleans and purifies.

From an ethical standpoint, most of us
who enjoy fishing, hunting, hiking and
other natural activities do so because
of physical distancing. It’s an inherent
part of the draw instead of something
we are being asked to do. I feel very
fortunate that this is my passion. So it
seems to follow that those so deeply
connected to the outdoor life should be
able to continue the pursuit as long as the
activity does no harm.

Where it gets messy is when fishing,
boating or the ability to operate fishing-
related business is deemed nonessential
by a local, state or provincial jurisdiction.
While statistics show that distancing

is working and is a significant tool

in stopping the spread, the debate is
beginning to rage over where the line
should be drawn between safety and
commerce or survival and the desire to do
the things we love. I hear the passionate
pleas from both ends of the spectrum. It
is the ethical question that will always be
part of the narrative of Covid-19.

There is much confusion surrounding the
virus. The unprecedented nature of the
crisis means there are no road maps to
either side. There have been other deadly
outbreaks in human history but not at a
time when people are as mobile or living
in such condensed populations. And it

is the extremely contagious nature of the
virus that causes the most concern. One
of the items that seem to skew opinions
is the wide variation of the occurrence of
infection across North America and the
world. The closer one lives to a cluster the
more panic exists. And while Covid-19
preys hard on older individuals with
pre-existing conditions, there have been
documented deaths of healthy younger
individuals as well.

But there is simply a need for people to
be outdoors. Many of us need to stay
connected to keep our being intact.
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Hopefully, we will begin to see lessening
of restrictions on recreational activities
soon. More jurisdictions should follow
guidelines similar to New York State’s
and allow for responsible activity.
Guides and lodges may need to develop
constructive techniques to keep clients
healthy since current discussions by
government leaders seem to indicate

a methodical multi-step approach to
recovery to prevent a backslide. As
testing increases more opportunities will
be possible.

The realization is growing that life will
be quite different in the near future and
we are most likely working toward a new
normal. I will only feel better about my
own fishing when we all can get back to
the water—guides can once again work

with their clients, fly shops can open
their doors, and lodges can cater to their
guests.”

We can well wonder here in our state
what the new normal will be. Hopefully
the opening of the new season in
September will see us on the streams
again. In the meantime, as our president
has mentioned, let’s give a thought for
those friends we know so well who
depend on fishing for their livelihood -
the shop owners and the guides. This is
a good time to buy some new gear and
perhaps book a trip or a guided day’s
fishing.

Best wishes, stay safe, and tight lines,

Lyndon

Two Great Websites to Visit

Thank heavens for the Internet in these weeks of Covid-19 lockdowns. One way of
filling in all those days locked up in our homes when we weren’t allows to sneak out for
a few hours on a stream was in browsing the multitude of websites and YouTube videos
showing how people do it, or have done it. Here are two we can recommend:

FlyStream (https:/ /flystream.com )

is Philip Weigall’s online fly fishing
magazine. For a mere $24 per year you
can find new articles posted every week
giving details on a variety of aspects of
fly fishing, both locally and overseas.
Many articles are written by Philip
himself, and we all know he writes well
and with authority, particularly on our
Victoria lakes and rivers. Peter Hayes
and Jim Allen are regular contributors
who offer great advice. There are some
beaut videos on this site too with Craig
Coltman demonstrating how to tie top
patterns for catching our local trout.

This site is well worth a look, and the
annual $24 subscription is is a top fly
fishing investment.

Anchored Outdoors (https:/ /
anchoredoutdoors.com ) is another

site well worth checking out. This is
April Vokey’s website. April is a VFFA
member who is recognised world-wide
as a top guide and fly fishing writer and
presenter. She spends some time each
year living in Sydney and the rest of the
year in her home country of Canada.
Anyone can log on and check the material
on April’s site, but to get to what she
describes as the ‘really good stuff’ you
need to subscribe and this offers access to
a wealth of fabulous articles and videos.
So if the Covid-19 restrictions and the
cold wet weather have got you locked
indoors, grab a coffee and have a look at
April’s website. Better still subscribe and
enjoy some top material.
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The July Meeting with Karen Brooks

Karen has been fly fishing for 25 years,
during which time she has fished
extensively throughout south-eastern
Australia and New Zealand as well as
several other international destinations.

n 2010 a year-long fly fishing journey

through North and South America
led to several aspirations - to inspire
more women to become involved in
fly fishing in Australia, to attain her
Certified Casting Instructor Certificate
with Fly Fishers International, and
to set up Driftwater, a guiding and
accommodation business in Tasmania.

In 2016 Karen was introduced to
competition fly fishing in Australia,

and since that time has had support

and tuition from many of Australia’s

top competition anglers. She competes
regularly in state and national
competitions and is currently Australian
Ladies Fly Fishing Champion 2019/2020.
She represented Australia in the World
Masters Fly Fishing Championships

in South Africa in 2019. She was a
member of the first Australian ladies
team which represented Australia

at the Commonwealth Fly Fishing
Championships in New Zealand in March
of this year. She has also been chosen

to be a member of the Australian ladies
team which will compete in the inaugural
Ladies World Fly Fishing Championships

Karen Brooks — a highly skilled fly fisher, guide and
Australian representative

in Norway, which due to Covid-19 has

been postponed to July 2021.

She plans to tell us about her involvement
in the Commonwealth Fly Fishing
Championships at Taupo in New
Zealand earlier this year and in particular
Australia's first representative ladies
team which participated. She will also
talk about the growth in the number

of women becoming involved in
competition angling, and the lead up and
preparation required for an international
competition, along with the venues,
techniques involved, and outcomes.

She may also make some reference to

the recreational fishing opportunities
available in New Zealand’s North Island
in mid to late summer.

This Month’s Yarn ...

“Luck!” said McTaggart scornfully,
“Luck! I suppose a trout can be caught
by sheer luck, but in my experience its
experience and know-how and skill that
does it.”

He put down his glass and reflected for a
moment. But then, just as Alf organized
another refill, he pondered, “Ah, I do

remember a trout I caught — a good one
too - which I must concede could be
put down mainly to luck. It was up on
the Goanna Creek, a rather overgrown
tributary of the Rubiburn.”

“T'had cast upstream towards some
overhanging driftwood sticking out
from the bank, when a puff of wind
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blew my leader and fly sideways. To my
astonishment the fly suddenly appeared
to stop in mid-air, a couple of inches
below the driftwood. I lowered my rod
tip, but the fly remained frozen there in
space. Then I saw what had happened -
the fly had landed in the middle of a large
spider web that extended down to a stick
that poked out below the driftwood.”

“Tust as I realized this there was a
movement in the web and a large

black spider came out from his place

of concealment and grabbed the fly.

This fly was a good one too — one of my
own creations, though inspired by and
partly a copy of Julian Newton-Brown's
wonderful Dunny Brush. It certainly had

a great appeal to the spider. However

in his eagerness to capture his prey, Mr
Spider lost his footing, and both my

fly and the spider tumbled down onto
the water. Still hanging on to what he
thought was a tasty meal, the spider
struck out strongly for the bank, so I
slackened my line to see what happened.
Before the he reached the bank there was
a huge swirl, and you've guessed what
happened — a large brown had swallowed
the lot. Five pounds he weighed; a
magnificent trout indeed.”

“Yes, I guess it was luck all right. I would
never have cast my fly into the right spot
for that fish, except for the help of the
spider.”

Report On Recent ATF Activities

;7\;){\

AvusTrALIAN TrRoUT FOUNDATION

The ATF committee and its members,
supporters and volunteers have been
quite active in recent times and have
achieved success in a number of areas.

Habitat

Working together with the CMA's,
VFA, VFFH & Flows and ARI, the ATF
Habitat Army of volunteers have been
involved in habitat restoration projects
on the Buckland, Rubicon, Steavenson,
Ovens, Delatite, Jamieson, Macalister,
Mitta Mitta and Goulburn Rivers and
the Nariel Creek. A number of these
projects were funded by the VFA Better
Fishing Fund, for which we are most
grateful.

(VFFH & Flows = Victorian Freshwater
Fish Habitat and Flows Forum;

ARI = Arthur Rylah Institute;

CMAs = Catchment Management

May 19, 2020

Trees were planted along the Buckland River
as part of the recent habitat restoration
process >>>
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Authorities; VFA = Victorian Fisheries
Authority)

Unfortunately, the Steavenson River
“Trees for Trout” day scheduled for
May 16 had to be cancelled, but the
good news from Sue Kosch (GBCMA)
is that the fencing off of the crown land
is currently underway and it has been
decided to engage contractors to plant
most of the 2,000 trees in May or June.
However, there is one section set aside
for our volunteers to plant a number of
trees; date and time to be advised.

However, Sue has been able to produce
a “replacement” project for next year
on the Rubicon River. Sue has done

an amazing job liaising with farmers
and has agreement to fence off and
revegetate some 3 kilometres of crown
river frontage. Accordingly, there’s
another huge “Trees for Trout” day

to be organised for our passionate
volunteers for next year’s planting
season.

The planned “Trees for Trout” day on
the Ovens River at Porepunkah (4,000
trees) with NECMA and the Upper
Ovens valley Landcare Group has also
been put on hold until further notice.
This site was recently enhanced by

a joint NECMA and ATF in-stream
boulder seeding and woody habitat
restoration project.

Steavenson River Project

In discussions between the ATF and
GBCMA we decided to make the
Steavenson section from Buxton to
Marysville a priority stream for habitat
restoration works. This approximately
10k (by road) stretch has been terribly
neglected, mainly because of access

restrictions, and it needs a lot attention.

The plan is for teams to walk the river
all the way from Buxton to Marysville,

recording on film all areas where in-
stream and riparian restoration works
are necessary. In addition, we need

to note where access along the crown
land frontage has been fenced off by
landowners and thus where stiles or
gates will need to be installed.

Angler Access to the Steavenson River
In regard to the access problems I had a
recent excursion with Anthony McGrath
(VFA) and Sue Kosch (GBCMA) to the
section of the river between Marysville
and Buxton to check out angler access
possibilities. We discovered some
crown land and unused road reserves
adjacent to some stretches of the river
where access hasn't been encouraged by
certain landowners in recent times.

From our discussions we have

ascertained that:

1. The public do have a right of access,
although farmers seem to be
allowed to have a locked gate at the
entrance.

2. Accordingly, we may need to liaise
with farmers (Licensees) and
provide access via stiles. We may
need to pay for the supply and
installation of such stiles.

3. If a Licensee has erected a fence
across a road reserve, we would
need a second stile installed. We
may also need to meet this cost.

4. Not all unused road reserves are
licensed to Farmers/Landowners.
It may be possible for the ATF and
Angling Clubs to acquire licenses
where the adjacent Landowner does
not wish to acquire the particular
licence.

Anthony has organised some access

signs, and although there has been

some delay in delivery because of the

COVID-19 work restrictions it is the

intention to have these signs erected at
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the appropriate locations in the very
near future.

We have also located a couple of unused
road reserves adjacent to the Rubicon at
sections where provision of access for
anglers would be most welcome. These
will be investigated in due course.

Unfortunately work on these projects
may be suspended for some time due
the restrictions currently imposed by
Covid-19. However it appears that
pursuing access via unused road
reserves and other public land is going
to unlock some good fishing waters that
have had access problems in the past.
The ATF will be working together with
the VFA and CMAs when restrictions
are lifted and such work is allowable.

Meetings with North East CMA,
Goulburn Broken CMA and West
Gippsland CMA

In January and February this year,
together with Renae Ayres (VFFH&F
and ARI), we initiated follow up
meetings with GBCMA and NECMA
and now have more than enough
habitat projects listed for this year

in these regions, some of which
unfortunately have been postponed
due to Covid-19. We still have some 80
potential projects listed for investigation
from our Habitat Workshops held at
Myrtleford, Heidelberg and Traralgon.
Unfortunately, the planned Glenelg
Hopkins CMA habitat workshop has
been delayed due to COVID 19.

On Monday May 18 we had a Zoom
meeting with Matt Bowler (WGCMA).
GBCMA is continuing to work with
landowners along the Macalister
river. Fencing is continuing, and
although the area is getting some
natural revegetation this could be
supplemented with planting, so some

volunteers may be required. A number
of planned projects on other streams
were discussed, including Middle
Creek, the Tanjil River below Blue Rock,
and the Thompson, Agnes and Franklin
Rivers. Fencing and riparian plantings
are the key focus for those rivers and
GBCMA have excelled in having about
70% already fenced.

Collecting temperature data on
priority trout rivers

Following on from discussions with
Andrew Briggs of NECMA regarding
stream temperature data, Andrew has
instigated a trial on selected water
monitoring stations on the Ovens River.
This trial has been a great success, and
after discussions with Anthony Forster
it is intended to install temperature
sensors on selected priority streams
and for this data to be live-streamed

to the ATF website 24/7, and will be
accessible to anglers every minute of
the day.

Having instantaneous access to

water temperature information in
priority trout streams will have
multiple benefits to anglers, catchment
management authorities and fisheries
managers. The benefits include:

* Provision of information to anglers
as to when and where to fish trout
streams. Temperature information
will assist in identifying areas
potentially too hot for trout to feed
actively.

¢ Identifying times of the year and
stretches of river effected by high
temperatures. This information can
guide stream improvement works
(e.g. tree planting and in-stream
works) to improve trout habitat
improvement.

>>>
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The team of enthusiastic volunteers who worked on the recent Buckland River restoration

e Providing valuable information to
improve modelling of the effects
of water temperature on trout
abundance and distribution across
Victoria.

e Providing information that could
also be a trigger for closing a stream
from fishing activities at times of
high temperatures.

We have made allowance in a recent
RFL Grant submission for funding to
get this program underway.

The Victorian Wild Trout Strategic
Plan

Last June the ATF approached the VFA
seeking support to develop a Victorian
Wild Trout Strategic Plan to focus on
the next five years of management

of the Victorian wild trout fishery. In
November 2019 the ATF and VFA jointly
hosted a two-day workshop (funded by
VFA thank you) and prepared a draft
plan which was widely circulated in
December 2019 for public comment.

The steering committee will finalise the
strategic plan as soon as practicable.

Following on from the priority actions
listed in the strategic plan it was
decided in consultation with the VFA
that the ATF should submit an RFL
large grant application to fund the
ongoing wild trout fishery management
program along with the priority actions
in the strategic plan that required
finance.

The grant application was duly
submitted and included funding

for the installation of the in-stream
temperature data systems and the
streaming of the information to the ATF
website.

Victorian brown trout genetics
Provided our large grant application is
successful one of our proposed projects
is to examine the genetics of our
Victorian brown trout, including those
of trout in the wild, at Snobs Creek,
and at Ballarat to ensure we maximise
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1t s never too early to start. Here are some ardent young volunteers who helped at the Nariel Creek tree
planting

genetic diversity and get the best from
our stocking program.

Incubator and fry stocking trials

Given Covid-19 restrictions, we are
unable this year to involve volunteers at
Snobs Creek in loading incubators or in
fish stocking. As a result, the ATF and
VFA have agreed to postpone incubator
trials until next year.

The good news is that the fry stocking
trials will continue this year with five
rivers to be stocked each with 40,000
genetically distinguishable fry. The
selected rivers are the Macalister, Upper
Dargo, Jamieson, King and Buckland
Rivers - either the main streams or
tributaries thereof.

We will evaluate the success of the fry
stocking trials through surveys next

year and following as part of the Wild
Trout Fisheries Management Program.

Our involvement in the Jordan Scotty
program and stocking trials is ongoing,
and is described in the strategic plan
and forms part of the RFL grant
submission. It is considered vital that
we acquire wild trout genetics for these
trials and we are doing our utmost to
acquire suitable ova for the forthcoming
trials.

Members, Supporters & Volunteers

A huge Shout Out to all our members,
supporters and volunteers. There hasn’t
been a lot of action recently due to
Covid-19, but please be assured that
there will be many opportunities to
participate in enhancing the health of
our waterways and fisheries as soon

as the rules allow such projects to be
actioned.

Kind regards,

Terry George, ATF President
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Fly Fishing in San Carlos Bariloche, Patagonia
... Will Davidson and Todd Allen

VFFA members Will Davidson and Todd Allen recently travelled to Patagonia where
they enjoyed guided fishing on the Limay River near San Carlos Bariloch in Argentina.

Here is their account.

e were fortunate recently to travel

with our partners to Argentina
for the wedding of a friend. The
wedding was in Cordoba, a city in the
north of Argentina. As it was a very
long distance to travel, we thought it
best to make the most of our time in
the country by seeing as much of it as
we could (as well as scheduling some
fishing time on its famous rivers!)

We started our trip in Buenos Aires,

a beautiful and bustling city which is
perfect for anybody who likes red wine,
meat and nightlife — but not for those
who like to eat dinner before 9 pm! We
then made our way to the wedding in
Cordoba (a large university city, with
strong Spanish influence present in the
city centre), then across to the scenic wine
country in Mendoza (truly stunning,

where you can live like a king on a
communist budget), and finally south to
Patagonia.

We arrived in San Carlos Bariloche on
December 27. Upon walking out of the
airport you are immediately met with
the sheer grandeur and beauty of the
Andes and surrounding countryside.
The natural beauty of this area is truly
hard to describe. Bariloche itself is
nestled between a lake (one of seven

in the region) and the mountains, and
is a popular ski resort in the winter. It
was settled by predominantly German
immigrants in the late 19th century and
the strong European influence in the
architecture is hard to miss. The towns in
the area wouldn’t be out of place in the
hills of Bavaria.

Todd and Will: Teamwork in action
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Aided by some very generous local
knowledge, our first bit of fishing
occurred unguided in the Villa La
Angostura region, about 90 minutes north
of San Carlos Bariloche. We fished with
some locally-tied Woolly Buggers and
landed two nice rainbows from an idyllic
turquoise tributary flowing into one of
the picturesque lakes. We released both
fish and were feeling rather pleased that
we could finally justify to our wives that
it was worth packing all that fishing gear.
(“But it’s not a fishing trip!!”).

Our guided portion of the trip began on
the morning of New Year’s Eve with a
float down the infamous Limay River.
We engaged a local guiding business
called Outfitters Patagonia that we would
highly recommend. Our guide Juan was
a local who had been fishing the lakes
and rivers in the area since childhood.
He was an excellent guide and not only
knowledgeable of the area and the art

of fly fishing, but in fact had a PhD in
biology and was able to casually reel

off the scientific names of the birds and
other wildlife we came across. When we
arrived at the river we were greeted by
near perfect conditions with hatches of
caddis and mayfly present. The river was
crystal clear and fast flowing at this time
of year, with the snow melt in full swing.
Fishing on the Limay is allowed only on

Todd with a superb rainbow caught in a lake
tributary

non-powered boats and we were aboard
a flat bottom dinghy which Juan guided
by oar, zig zagging down the river with

the current.

Juan lost no time in taking us to his
favourite spot, and it was apparently
somewhat of a race with other guides

on the river. The spot was known as the
“washing machine”, and as its name
suggests it was a large pool on a bend
with a natural whirlpool. We arrived first
and as we anchored in the center of the
pool we realised we were surrounded

by plenty of good-sized rainbows rising
along the current line as it whipped 360
degrees around us. Could this really be
happening? Opting for a brightly topped
Klinkhamer, Todd had the pleasure of
seeing his fly gulped down by a nice

fish on his second cast. Todd gained an
early lead with several sizeable rainbows,

Will with our guide Juan anchored in the eye of the washing machine >>>
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all showing terrific fight and taking
considerable effort to bring them in. A
large brown trout nicknamed “el perro
marron” (the brown dog) mooched
around in plain sight constantly rising
nonchalantly about 6 feet from the boat
but refusing to show any interest in the
thousands of flies we presented (clearly a
fussy trout and nothing to do with angler
skill!).

Our guide Juan actually messaged us
some weeks later gleefully informing us
that el perro had finally been caught by
a client! Will was struggling to break the
duck, and things weren’t looking good
in the lead up to lunch. Juan suggested
a change to a hopper pattern — he hadn’t
used them that season yet but thought it
might be worth a shot.

Still no luck for Will, and Juan called last
casts to head to lunch. Will threw out one
last cast, landing nicely in the current in
front of some overgrowth. The hopper
presented well but went untouched along
the run, coming to the end of the line

at the edge of a drop off when bang! A
rainbow hit the hopper and came clear

of the water in the process (Todd has
since suggested it was comparable to a
Great White hitting a seal on the surface),
with a 20 minute fight Will finally broke

Will finally breaks his duck

the duck, narrowly saving the mood for
lunch.

Juan put on a fantastic spread for

lunch including beer, local red wine,
steak, salad and cheese, all of which
complemented the idyllic setting
perfectly. After lunch we changed the
dries for streamers and worked our way
further down the river casting both while
drifting and also anchored at parts. This
yielded several more good-sized fish
throughout the afternoon. In addition
to the fishing, the scenery and bird life
were fantastic with good sightings of the
Ringed Kingfisher and American Kestrel
being ornithological highlights!

Looking back on the trip (fishing and
otherwise) it really is hard to believe just
how good it was (especially as we now
sit quarantined, not even allowed to roll
a squirmy worm down a local stream!).
Todd also spent a day later in the trip
spey fishing for salmon on the Rio
Serrano in far south Chilean Patagonia.
The warm hatches of the Limay were a
distant memory as he stood nipple deep
in the freezing cold river battling into
gale force wind - of course for no fish!

Todd with a fine though slightly smaller rainbow
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Todd enjoying the finer things - one could get used
to Rib Eye and Malbec as a fishing lunch!

N

The breathtakingly clear blue waters of Northern

Patagonia are a sight fishers’ paradise

Sacred Valley, Peru

... from Greg French

Greg is well-known to us all as a top Tasmanian fly fishing guide, author of several
highly acclaimed books and countless magazine articles, and a recognised authority on
Australian trout issues. Greg recently visited Peru. His report on his trip is a gripping

read ...

hen planning a month-long

fishing trip to Argentina, Frances
thought it might be worthwhile adding
on a visit to Machu Picchu in Peru. ‘I've
already done some online research. Did
you know there are trout in the Sacred
Valley?’

I didn’t. Nor did I know that Inka is
preferred over Inca. Not even that the
Aymara people, like the better-known
Quechua people, maintain a vibrant
living culture.

I was also surprised that, despite ongoing
attempts at standardisation, place names
continue to be spelt many bewildering
ways.

Women from Qimsacocha - each valley has its own
distinctive clothing.

>>>
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The Sacred Valley

Cusco city, the capital of Cusco
department, lies 3,400 metres above sea
level and has a population of 350,0000.
Along with the Sacred Valley, 15 km to
the north, it formed the heart of the Inka
Empire (which lasted from the 1200s until
the Spanish conquest of the 1500s).

The river that carves the Sacred Valley
is a headwater of the Amazon. The
uppermost section is universally known
as the Vilcanota, an approximation of
its Aymaran name. The section running
through the Sacred Valley is usually
marked on maps as the Urubamba, but
the locals still call it the Vilcanota.

The Sacred Valley is usually defined as
the 80 km stretch of valley between the
Inka towns of Machu Picchu (altitude

P e

Frances enjoying herself (despite mild soroche) at
Qimsacocha

2,430 metres) and Pisac (altitude 2,970
metres), though dramatic Inka sites

are found much further upstream too,
notably at Raqchi (altitude 3,480 metres).

Although the Sacred Valley lies in the
tropics, the altitude results in a temperate
climate. Maximum daily temperatures
are a fairly constant 22°C throughout the
year, and minimums rarely fall below
4°C. Combine the benign temperature
with an annual rainfall of 700 mm and
it's no wonder the fertile basaltic soils are
perfect for agriculture. What is surprising
is that most farming is still done by hand
on ancient Inka terraces.

Non-agricultural land is predominantly
native steppe, with some cactus, though
there are substantial stands of introduced
Tasmanian blue gums.

Trout

In the 1930s, Peruvian and Bolivian
officials asked the US for advice on

how to optimise the ‘food potential’ of
Lago Titicaca. Consequently lake trout
(Salvelinus namaycush) were introduced
in 1938, rainbow trout in 1942 and brown
trout sometime after that. All three
species survive in the lake today, but
rainbows are the most successful.

Inevitably trout were transferred into the
Vilcanota and adjacent Apurimac, and
again rainbows have fared especially
well.

Trout are still primarily regarded as a
food resource, and information on sport
fishing is scant. Furthermore, many
tributaries and headwater lakes are
located on indigenous land. In order to
clarify regulations we contacted David
Expeditions Peru.

David, a Quechua guide, advised us
not to come in summer because of the
rain. “Autumn can be iffy too. Winter is
best because this is when the freestone
streams are wadeable and crystal clear.”
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I explained that the latest we could make
it was early autumn — mid-March.

“The Vilcanota might be okay by then.
If not, tributary streams like the Calca
should be fishable. Another option
would be the Apurimac. It’s drier and
rockier than the Vilcanota, so the water
often stays clear even after rain in the
headwaters. Also, it’s the site of the last
remaining Inka rope bridge. Anyway,
the high-elevation lakes are reliable
fallbacks.”

Cusco

We organised for David to pick us up
the morning after our night flight to
Cusco and drive us to the Scared Valley.
The plan was to fish with him for a day,
hopefully on the Vilcanota near Chillca,
some 20 km upstream of Machu Picchu.
Afterwards he could drop us off at our
B&B in Ollantaytambo, about 32 km
upstream of Machu Picchu. Here, at

i i = [ .;.‘Aﬂ'.\ Zh
Flood or not, Amaru and Ollantra knew how to find
trout in pocket water

an elevation of just 2,850 metres, we
intended on taking it easy for a couple of
days so that we could acclimatise before
getting David to take us high into the
mountains.

Our plane landed at 9:00 pm on March
15, and the moment we walked out of
the airport a Quechua woman looked
up from her smartphone and said
apologetically, “You should contact your
embassy. Peru has had its first cases

of Covid-19 and the president has just
announced a lockdown. After midnight,
there’ll be no flights in or out of the
country for at least 14 days.”

Then David phoned: “Starting tomorrow,
there’ll be heavy restrictions on travel
within Peru. I'll pick you up from your
hotel before sunrise. Whatever happens,
you’ll be better off in the Sacred Valley.”

Parque de las Papas

In the morning David had more bad
news — the Vilcanota was muddy with
floodwater. “Why don’t we go to Parque
de las Papas in the hills behind Pisac, and
fish lakes Qimsacocha and Azulcocha,”
he encouraged. “It might be your last
chance.”

Rainbow trout in Rio Patakancha typically
weigh 0.7-1.2kg >>>
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Those waters lie above 4,000 metres
— things seemed ever more out of our
control.

Still reeling we stopped at Pisac
(population 900), famed for its Inka
citadel and dramatic terracing. David
collected hot bread from a rustic bakery,
the whole room blackened by smoke, and
then we crossed the road for a comforting
breakfast with the locals — rice, beans

and eggs followed by heavily sweetened
black coffee.

The road out of town was windy and
narrow, and scarily steep. We passed
through quaint villages where people
grew choclo (Peruvian corn) and papas
(potatoes). We saw native quinine trees.
We forded swollen streams.

Finally we arrived at a tiny pueblo

at the outflow of Qimsacocha, where

we were greeted by several women in
traditional dress. David explained that
each valley has its own colours, much
like Scottish clans have their own tartan.
Notwithstanding mobile phones and

a few cars I doubted the lifestyle had
changed much over the last 2,000 years.
“The current cohort of children include
the first to be educated in Cusco,” David
agreed.

Despite heavy drizzle the air was calm
and not too cold, and Frances and I were
keen to fish.

The water was clear, but as nothing was
showing, David encouraged us to use
heavy wet flies. Making long casts over
wide weedbeds involved holding our
breath, and this was when we noticed
the early symptoms of soroche (altitude
sickness). We had lots of fun hooking
1-2 kg rainbows until our wooziness
progressed to headaches and nausea.

On the way downhill David began
talking about what might be possible
later in the week. He thought the

Calca could be okay. If not, there was a
clearwater lake further down the valley
full of rainbows and browns, many of
which weighed 3-4 kg. And if we wanted
to go to Raqchi, there were other lakes en-

Fortaleza, one of two huge Inka ruins that dominate the views from the central plaza in Ollantaytambo
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route, including Pomacanchi, Mososqllata
and Pampamarca.

By the time we got to Pisac, however, it
was clear that David was being overly
optimistic. Armed police were setting up
roadblocks, and a long convoy of coaches
was evacuating tourists from Machu
Picchu back towards Cusco.

Ollantaytambo

We were relieved when we finally
reached Ollantaytambo, which happens
to be the best surviving example of
Inkan city planning. David drove

along narrow cobblestone streets, past
immaculate drystone walls and still-
functional aqueducts. Then, passing
through the central plaza, the views were
overwhelmed by two huge Inka ruins -
Fortaleza and Pinkuylluna.

David dropped us off at our B&B, Peru
Quechua’s Lodge, which was located

on the very edge of a roaring creek.

“Rio Patakancha,” he announced. “It's a
tributary of the Vilcanota. You can fish it —
if the water drops.”

Walking through the front door into

a cosy communal lounge, we were
immediately greeted by our hosts, Edith
and Stijn. Within moments we’d also met
the other guests, eleven in all, from all
over the world.

Edith, a local Quechua woman, gave

us the latest Covid-19 news. “From
tomorrow armed roadblocks will be

set up to keep all Peruvian towns

isolated from one another. Fortaleza and
Pinkuylluna would be closed.” We would
be able to walk to the market only if we
wore masks and gloves. “But the police
might turn a blind eye if you want to hike
uphill out of town to lesser-known Inka
sites like Canteras Cachiccata and Inti
Punku.”

After being shown to our room, we
collapsed exhausted on the bed. And
fully clothed, we promptly fell asleep.

Breakfast conversation revolved around
how to get home. No one believed Peru
would reopen after 14 days. More likely
the lockdown would be extended and
restrictions tightened. Frances and I
had the additional problem that, unlike
other countries, Australia was adamant
it would not repatriate its citizens. We
could be stuck here for months.

Edith reminded us to stay alert for
shortness of breath, headaches and sore
throats. We’d already experienced those
things — altitude will do that — but we
weren’t worried. There were no reported
cases of Covid-19 in Argentina when we
left, and only a handful in Peru when we
arrived.

Ilooked out the window. A picaflor
(hummingbird) was gathering nectar
from a yellow blossom a metre from my
face. Things were going to be okay. After
breakfast Frances and I walked to the
plaza. Most tourists had already retreated
to Cusco and most locals were staying
indoors. Armed police patrolled every
corner.

People were friendly though. So, too,
were the ever-treasured street dogs, some
of which ended up accompanying us on
our longer walks.

Edith and Stijn worked hard to make

our compulsory stay as comfortable as
possible, filling the lounge with fresh
flowers and gum leaves, ensuring tea and
muriia were freely available throughout
the day. If we happened to be in the
guesthouse at lunchtime, Edith’s mama
would insist on serving soup and fresh
bread. In the evenings we all got together
and played cards with the children. I
doubt there was any better place to be

trapped during a pandemic.
>>>
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The way Ollantra and Amaru used their bamboo rods was surprisingly reminiscent of tenkara fishing

Edith realised that tourism wasn’t

going to rebound as quickly as many
villagers hoped and planned to earn a
little money by teaching English to the
locals. Accordingly, she enlisted Frances
and I as voice actors, recording English
conversations from her old textbooks.
Stijn joked that Ollantaytambo might end
up sounding like a Tasmanian enclave.

Restaurants

One day Frances and I noticed that the
door of a supposedly closed restaurant
had been left slightly ajar. We pushed
on it, and it creaked like an alarm. Then,
hearing encouraging noises, we headed
upstairs. A handful of people were
having lunch, and a young Quechua
woman — Carmen - handed us a menu.

Some days later we went back to
Carmen’s for dinner. The tables had been
pushed against the windows and piled
high with upturned chairs. The lights had
been dimmed. But the door was still ajar.

“They’ve closed you down?” Frances
asked tentatively.

“The military paid us a visit. We'll need
to be more discreet.”

A week or so later, we visited again,
joining four other tourists tucked in a
corner. We had such a good time that
Carmen’s husband had to remind us of
the newly imposed 8:00 pm street curfew.
He led us downstairs, glanced up and
down the street, then released us into the
night two at a time, insisting that we all
head in different directions.

A few days after that the curfew was
tightened to 6:00 pm, so I asked Carmen
if she could deliver to our guesthouse.
She smiled coyly and nodded.

Uber Eats could sure learn a thing or two
from Carmen. The meat sizzled on pre-
heated slabs of stone, while everything
else was immaculately presented on fine
crockery. And the following morning,
when she returned to our guesthouse,
Carmen carefully placed the crockery on
a manta (colourful Peruvian carry-wrap),
effortlessly hoisted everything onto her
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back, and walked home with a loyal
street dog in her wake.

Home cooking

Restaurant meals were a luxury. At Peru
Quechua’s we had taken to cooking and
sharing. It helped keep us bonded, and
distracted. Once, however, a local guide,
Rodinzon, invited us to his family home
for lunch. Here the living room featured
an earthen floor where dozens of cuis
(guinea pigs) and gallinas (chickens) were
free to come and go.

Cuis —a major food in the Sacred Valley —
proved to be surprisingly tasty, especially
when washed down with chicha (home-
brewed corn beer).

Patakancha

The Patakancha stayed very high,

but usually wasn’t too dirty. Barely

a kilometre downstream from our
guesthouse, at the railway station,

it emptied into the much muddier
Vilcanota, where rainbow trout sought
refuge in the relatively clear “eye’. The
fish we saw weighed 1.0-1.5 kg, and
would have been easy to catch, but
because of the stark military presence we
didn’t try. The locals, however, had no
compunctions about using throw-nets.

One Sunday, when I was ruminating over
what to cook everyone for dinner, Edith
mentioned a trout farm several kilometres
up the Patakancha valley. Frances and

I walked most of the way, but at Muris
Pampa we were questioned by a ute-load
of heavily armed military police. Being
market day they were concerned about
the number of people on the road. So we
deviated uphill, and stumbled upon the
magnificent Inka site of Pumamarka.

The highlight of our trip was when
Edith’s nephews — Ollanta 17 and Amaru
9 — took us fishing on the middle stretch
of the Patakancha. The boys’ grandfather
owned several of the adjacent farmlets,
so they were able to explain everything

about local farming methods. We even
stopped to retether some bulls.

Like most locals, the boys fished with

a length of bamboo rigged with a fixed
line, heavy sinker and worm. We walked
kilometres of stream, drifting the worm
through every likely pocket water, like
Tenkara enthusiasts. And whereas I had
expected rainbows of 0.2-0.4 kg, most
weighed 0.7-1.2 kg.

I went back to the river whenever the
water wasn't too high. As you might
expect, fly fishing with a heavily
weighted nymph worked a treat, but
nothing matched the day with Ollanta
and Amaru.

Getting home.

Of course the Australian government
did eventually organise the repatriation
of its citizens, though our return was
fraught. Travelling from Ollantaytambo
to Cusco was particularly scary because
we weren’t provided with the necessary
travel documents. Not only were we told
to walk to the plaza during a curfew, but
the bus couldn’t meet us because of the
roadblocks. In Cusco, we were dropped
off a long way from the mandated hotel,
and when we got there it was abandoned.
We were extremely lucky not to have
been imprisoned.

When we finally got to Melbourne, we
were immediately taken by Australian
police to a cell-like hotel room and placed
under mandatory detention for 14 days,
after which we faced another 14 days of
mandatory detention in Hobart.

Next time
We will definitely go back to
Ollantaytambo, but next time it will be
in winter — June or July — when the rivers
are low and clear. Of course, this is peak
tourist season, but I doubt things will be
too crowded, not for the next year or two
anyway.

yway. o
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Tasmanian Report

... from Chris Wisniewski, Tasmanian IFS

Despite the lockdown we have prioritised
the management of the brown trout
spawning runs on the Central Highlands.
The Liawenee Canal fish trap has been
busy with fish streaming in on each rain
event. All of the fish from this trap have
been transferred to popular waters, over
6,000 fish to date. Penstock, Four Springs,
Lake Leake and the Nineteen Lagoons, to
name a few, have all received fish from
this trap. They should be fat and ready
for the coming season.

he spawning creeks at Arthurs started
to flow in early May and there are a
few spawning fish poking their heads
up. The brownies in Arthurs look to be
in good condition and are improving
after the lean years. All fish trapped in
Arthurs are counted, some are weighed
and measured and then let through
to spawn naturally up the creeks.

The trap on the River Derwent at Lake
King William flooded due to unusually
high water levels for this time of year and
we are unlikely to be able to use it this
winter. That is unfortunate as the trap

is good for around 10,000 adult brown
trout each winter. This trap has enabled
us to increase transfers into the popular

The Tassie Highlands can be cold

Brady’s Chain of Lakes, where natural
recruitment has struggled over the past
few years, so we will need to rethink
this. Maybe we can top up with a few
brownies from Liawenee canal and some
rainbows from our commercial supplier.

There has been some rain and the lakes
are slowly filling. Hydro Tasmania and
Parks and Wildlife have reopened access
to their land. This allows access to the
12-month waters to enable some winter
fishing for those brave enough to get out
there. Waters like the Great Lake, Burbury
and Brushy very are popular through
winter with the locals. Things are looking
promising for the start of the new season
in August, so will provide some tips on
what could be good in the next report.

A superb brown lifted briefly from the Liawenee
Canal
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FLY OF THE MONTH

Julian Newton-Brown'’s deadly Dunny Brush

It is so sad to report that Julian died in early May. He joined the VFFA in 2007 and
became a very popular and highly respected member. He had many friends in the
Association who regarded him with a great deal of affection. Jim Allen, who knew
him better than most and was a close friend for many years, has written the moving
tribute which is included earlier in this issue.

Julian became well known among Australian fly fishers for the fly he created to
represent the Bogong Moth, a large insect common around the stillwaters that he
fished in north-east Victoria. The fly became known as the Dunny Brush, but despite
the title it is a highly effective fly.

In the book Australia’s Best Trout Flies, compiled by Malcolm Crosse and edited by
Robert Sloane, Jim Allen says:

“The Dunny Brush is a famous fly among my circle of fishing friends and without
doubt the deadliest evening fly I have ever encountered. First invented by ski lodge
entrepreneur Julian Brown, it was tied as a Bogong Moth pattern for fishing Rocky
Valley Dam near Falls Creek in Victoria. ...

The Bogong Moth sometimes reaches plague proportions in the high country of
Victoria and southern New South Wales, and trout find them delectable. As the last
light of day recedes to the west, and in the final afterglow, the Dunny Brush reigns
supreme. On many a warm evening on the Great Lake in Tasmania, when cast from
a boat in the calm, this fly has out-fished all others including my beloved Red Tag!
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It can even be slowly figure-eighted across the oily surface to add life and induce a take.
On big rivers, also at last light, it can be skated across and down or fished on slow-
moving pools...

The Dunny Brush takes big trout.”
So how was it given that intriguing name? Here is Julian’s explanation:

During my second year in Falls Creek ski resort I obtained permission to conduct a
small Pharmacy, as there were no drugs or equipment there to treat injuries. One day
two ladies came in, one of whom was Shirley Nicholas, the wife of George Nicholas
who started the Aspro Company. I got to know her quite well and later on she sent her
son Michael up to Falls Creek and asked me to look after him. Michael, then just 18 and
driving a brand-new Land Rover, arrived soon after.

He was a fly fisher, so one day I went with him to Pretty Valley Stream to see this fly
fishing in action. It was a marvelous spectacle. Michael and I remained good friends and
he often came to Falls Creek in both the summer and the winter.

One day in Coles at Albury I saw fly rods for sale at 30 shillings, so I bought one. On
Michael's next visit I showed it to him and he, after waving it about, pronounced it a
“lovely stick”.

At this stage I had a pharmacy in Sydney and only came to Falls Creek for July, August
and September. I decided to sell the Sydney pharmacy and move to Falls Creek fulltime.
The pharmacy was sold and my wife and I moved to Falls Creek. Soon after this I went
to Mount Beauty where I purchased a few flies and an Aircell fly line that I put on a 10
bob bakelite reel. With this rig I went off each day to Rocky Valley Dam. But no matter
how hard I tried I just couldn’t cast this rig, so just sat and watched the lake. In retrospect
this apprenticeship did me no harm, as I learned to observe and read the water.

I had come to know John Brookes, who was then a skier and I had seen some of the

fish he had caught at Eucumbene which were so much bigger than our trout. He was
staying at Falls Creek for a few days, so I ask him if I might tag along to watch him fish
during the afternoon. He readily agreed so I met him at Pretty Valley Dam. He was very
generous and gave me my first lessons in fly casting. I was ecstatic and soon after hooked
a trout of almost 2 Ib. I didn’t know quite what to do then, so to keep tension on the fish I
ran backwards up the bank.

Another gentleman I had got to know there was a catholic priest called Father Foster. He
was a right character. Father Foster was a frequent visitor and I fished with him in his
boat at Rocky Valley. During the day we trolled, but on evening it was fly fishing during
the evening rise. One evening after we’d fished together he said he would show me how
flies were tied. He opened his fly tying box and showed me the tying of four different
patterns.

The wall of Rocky Valley Dam was covered with large basalt rock. Bogong Moths had
colonized this expanse of rock and flew all over the place on dusk. I had seen trout
leaping from the water and taking them on the wing. So I asked Father Foster if I could
have a go at this fly tying as I reckoned I could tie something to look like a Bogong Moth.

I tied up a horrible monster of an apology for a fly and next evening caught two trout
with it. Soon after, on the good Father’s advice, I went to J. M. Gillies in West Melbourne
where I purchased a proper fly reel and a Veniard fly tying kit. With this kit I refined

my pattern. It was a huge success and I consistently caught four or five trout during the
evening rise. As flies go it is huge, as is the Bogong Moth.
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Mike Nicholas came up a few weeks later and I told him about my evening catches.
“What on?” he asked incredulously. “Well,” I said, “I've been tying this fly that imitates a
Bogong Moth.”

“Give us a look at it!” he exclaimed, and when I showed it to him he nearly exploded.
“Shivers!” he bellowed, “That’s not a fly, that’s a flipping dunny brush”. (Or words,
rather more strident and colourful, to that effect.)

So that’s how my fly got its name.

Father Foster used it too. One day we went trolling. He caught seven and I caught five.
Later in the evening we tied on a Dunny Brush each and he caught another three in quick
succession, making ten in all. “Well,” he cried, “that’s my bag limit.” (As it was at the
time.) “That’s where a gentleman stops. But I'm no gentleman,” he shouted, as he waved
his rod and caught another one.

My theory is that the Dunny Brush has much the same displacement and outline as the
moth it replicates, and that’s why it works.”

Let’s tie one.

Materials:

Hook: Large dry fly, sizes4 -8

Thread:  Black 6/0

Tail: Dark speckled turkey tail

Body: Bronze peacock herl to form the shape of a moth’s body

Wings: Dark speckled turkey feather slips angled back along the body

Hackle: Large natural black cock hackle - lots of turns

Tying Procedure:

1.

2.

3.

Wind thread along the shank from just behind the eye to just before the bend.
Tie in a few strands of speckled turkey tail to form a short tail.

Tie in 3 or 4 strands of peacock herl and spin them around the thread to form a type
of peacock herl rope.

Wind this rope along the shank for about two thirds of the shank length to form the
body of the fly. Tie the peacock herl off and cut away the waste.

Tie in two slips of speckled turkey tail to form the wings — one on each side of the
body. These wing slips should be 1% times the length of the hook shank.

Tie in two or three black cock hackles and wind them on one at a time to produce a
thick bushy hackle just behind the eye.

Whip finish and apply a small amount of head cement.
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June 2020
18 Thursday

24 Wednesday

July 2020
16 Thursday

29 Wednesday

August 2020
21 Friday

22 Saturday
26 Wednesday
September 2020
17 Thursday
30 Wednesday

October 2020
15 Thursday

28 Wednesday

November 2020
19 Thursday

25 Wednesday

VFFA 2020 meetings & other activities

(Please Note — all General Meetings on Zoom will commence at 8:00 pm. We plan to
deliver the events as listed, though the format and location may change depending on
Federal and State Government Regulations to deal with Covid-19.)

General Meeting: Speaker — Charley May, VFEFA member and
fishing guide. This again will be a Zoom video presentation,
commencing at 8:00 pm.

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm, via Zoom

General Meeting: Speaker — Karen Brooks, fly fishing guide
at Driftwater, Tasmania, and one of Australia’s top women
fly fishers. This again will be a Zoom video presentation,
commencing at 8:00 pm.

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm, via Zoom

Annual Dinner — 6:30 for 7:00 pm,

Guest Speakers — Philip and Mark Weigall.

President’s Casting Day at the Red Tag Casting Pool, commencin
at 10:00 am

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm, via Zoom

Annual General Meeting — 8:00 pm
Council Meeting — 6:30 pm, via Zoom

General Meeting: Speaker — Andrew Fuller from the Flyfisher
Melbourne store — talking about the best of Argentina and advice
on the latest and greatest in fly fishing equipment.

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm, via Zoom

General Meeting: John Billing from Mending Casts, and Jo
Dobson from Casting for Recovery

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm, via Zoom
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The following made donations for the raffle at the 2019 Annual Dinner:

¢ AFN Fishing & Outdoors ® Armadale Angling ® Aussie Angler
e Australian Trout Foundation ® Compleat Angler (CBD) e Essential Flyfisher
* The Flyfisher Melbourne ¢ Fly Finz Fishing Tackle & Books
¢ FlyLife magazine ® Hook Up Bait & Tackle ® Hurley’s Fly Fishing
¢ J.M. Gillies ® Mayfly Tackle ® Millbrook Lakes and Victorian Fisheries Authority.
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