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Jim Allen — Shark Fishing on the Great Lake

(On Thursday, May 21, more than 60 members gathered at the Kelvin Club to hear one of our
‘favourite sons’ — Jim Allen — talking on the lake fishing in the Tasmanian Highlands, a subject
on which he is a recognised authority. Jim was in sparkling form, giving a talk that was witty
and entertaining, whilst full of practical advice based on decades of accumulated experience
and wisdom. The following is an edited version of his presentation.)

hile my task tonight is to talk about ‘Shark Fishing on the

Great Lake’, I would like expand on this to talk about lake
fishing in general, because I think that lakes are mostly
misunderstood. In this room tonight there is probably a fairly large
smattering of anglers who would say: ‘Rivers are far more charming.
I understand rivers, but I don’t understand lakes. Lakes are just a huge
paddock.’ If tonight I am able to open up a slightly different vista into
your world of fly-fishing then I will consider that I have done a good
job. Stream anglers tend to knock lake fishing. Now I agree that
streams are beautiful and they are fun. But there is a world of lake
fishing that is also very special, much of it based around sight fishing.
Let me start with the tackle — use a 9 foot rod, a 6 or 7 weight line,
and a long-bellied tapered fly line.

The old adage suggests that 90% of the anglers who fish lakes get 10% of the fish, and 10% of
the anglers get 90% of the fish. So it is important if you are going to take on lake fishing that
you understand what it is all about. There are some excellent books on the subject, none better
than David Scholes’ ‘A Fly Fisher in Tasmania’. In my mind, it isn’t just about casting into a
big paddock and hoping something gets on the end of your line. It’s trying to understand what it
is all about. Most of it is taking the cameos - the bits of the day that give you your best
opportunity.

For me personally, it all started as an eight-year-old boy sitting on the Portsea pier looking at
leather jackets coming out of the pylons and trying to catch them. And then I took up fishing
with a fly rod. Bob Roles got me going with it at the ripe old age of 19. He was ahead of me -
he worked at Turvilles and had a whole year ahead of me, so he was seriously advanced. He
took me up to the west branch of the Kiewa River, and so with a cane ‘Victoria’ fly rod from
Turvilles, a silk Kingfisher fly line, and a silver King reel, I became a sort of fly fisher. But it
didn’t take long for me to understand that there was a whole lot more to fly fishing than
standing in the west branch of the Kiewa River casting to little quarter pound and half pound
trout.

Polaroid glasses were invented after the Second World, and the first mention of fishing with
polaroids that I can recall was in David Scholes’ ‘A Fly Fisher in Tasmania’, which has a great
photograph of he and a companion fishing an oily slick along the shore at Penstock in
Tasmania. But the world of polaroiding involves a whole lot more than that. But first let us
dwell upon polaroiding glasses. You may remember the early versions - looking like Elton
John, with a round bit of glass and a little lever you could move to the left or right to get the
best view into the water. Today they are made of glass again, but some of the best lenses come
from a polycarbonate called CR39. I wouldn’t even consider buying a cheap pair of polaroids.
You might get them for $9.95 at the boat shows, but go and spend some real money. It costs
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$100 to fill your four-wheel-drive with petrol, and it costs you only two or three times that to
purchase the best polaroids in the world. To my mind the amber brown colour is without doubt
the best colour to buy. I also like the yellow lens colour, particularly on hazy cirrusy days when
you are polaroiding, say, at Botsford, which has a light-coloured bottom. I always have a couple
of colours with me. Now I’m not suggesting that you need to buy three pairs of glasses, but
when you do buy a pair of glasses, buy a pair that are amber brown in colour. These, for most
anglers, are the best.

Polaroiding started with people sitting on high banks along rivers and lakes, and looking into
the water. But then, in the early 1980s, one of our members, John Philbrick, made some
significant advances. John is, I believe, the father of modern polaroiding. I wish he was here
tonight, because I think he should be recognized for the outstanding leap forward that he took at
Penstock Lagoon in the early 1980s, when he learned to polaroid into the waves. He said to me,
‘Jim you’ve got to come and have a look at this. Every single wave is a new window, and the
bigger the wind, the better.” And he had me polaroiding the edges of Penstock and discovering
three pound trout in the waves which I caught on a red tag.

But it wasn’t long before the trout got educated, and so John Philbrick developed his Philbrick’s
nymph. If any of you have the opportunity at one of our auctions to buy some of John
Philbrick’s nymphs, then do it, because they are an outstanding fly.

The first licensee of the old Great Lake Hotel at Miena was Peter Wilson. In the bar one
evening he said, ‘Jim, you need to get out onto the Great Lake at 6 pm. The trout get up in the
waves.” | immediately thought, ‘Yes, Philbrick’s trout were in the waves. What’s going on here
on the Great Lake?’ So out I went at six o’clock, and learned something really significant —
there were fish up in the waves. And I mean lots of fish — there were 30 or 40 that we could
present to in an hour’s fishing. So with that I became a ‘shark fisherman’. But I didn’t really
know what I was doing at the time; I just thought that they came up on the waves at about six
o’clock. I subsequently found that they were up in the waves at any hour of the day if there was
food there. So if you get out on the water at 9 o’clock in the morning in mid-summer, and
certainly by 10 o’clock, you can polaroid trout still feeding on the remnants of the midge hatch
from daybreak, particularly if it has been one of those super calm foggy mornings. When the
northerly has gone by about 9:30 or 10 o’clock, you find yourself out in a boat in the middle of
the Great Lake with ‘golden sharks’ all around you. All you have to do is cast at them.

I will dwell on casting for a moment. Many of you consider that you can cast, but I’ll be very
rude and suggest that you can’t cast. The yardstick of whether you can or can’t cast, in my
view, is getting 65 points out of 100 on a Skish Board. During the next three or four months
this Association will run its normal winter casting clinics. Get out onto that casting board and
learn to have what I call ‘line control’. Anyone can cast a line out 20 yards or so. But to have
line control is to be able, when out in a boat drifting towards a fish that is coming towards you,
to make the first cast, and then a second shorter cast, and then a third cast shorter still, so that
you make three presentations to the fish and thus give yourself a real chance of catching it. But
if you haven’t got line control and can’t cast accurately, you give yourself the biggest handicap
in trout fishing. So, get out on that casting board during the winter and get your casting right. I
can’t tell you how many mates of mine go out on that boat of mine, and at the end of the day
they are very aggrieved with me, because I have blown the tripe out of them telling them they
can’t cast. They probably can cast, but they can’t cast well enough to get the fly accurately in
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front of a trout, and in all sorts of lake fishing you have to be super accurate. If you are in a
mayfly hatch you have to get the fly in front of the fish. I have had guys on my boat and their
third cast is still 3 foot behind the fish, and I'm screaming like some sort of neurotic madman:
‘They don’t eat the fly with their tail! They eat it with their mouth. Get it in front of them’. So it
is important that you gain that line control, and then you will catch a lot more fish.

Tonight I want to share with you the excitement that I find in lake fishing, because to me it is
not a big paddock. It is a matter of looking for the best time of the day, looking for hatches, and
certainly polaroiding the edges if you are a shore wader.

I remember years ago that Lake Eildon was one of the great waters that we had in Victoria.
Sadly today it is nothing like it was. But in the 1970s there was a great old fly fisherman from
Geelong called Bill Ricketts, and he taught me about midge fishing on Tullaroop, Cairn Curran
and Eildon — all wonderful trout fisheries then, and one day they will be again. We have had 13
years of drought and things have been bad, but it will rain again, and we will have floods again
I'm sure. The midges will return in October, and at Tullaroop you’ll see them ball up at sunset.
At Eildon those little green chironomid midges will be eaten by the trout all over the lake — sip,
sip, sip. They’re
impossible to catch on
a dry fly, but draw a
chironomid pupa past
one and they can’t
help themselves. Bill
Ricketts taught me
that. So the secret is to
draw a nymph, and
particularly a
chironomid nymph,
past a feeding trout.
Let it sink 3 feet, and
then as a trout comes

sipping up towards it, ) , . ;
draw it and you’ll have Jim’s presentation drew a large and enthusiastic audience.

a trout on the end.

The Goulburn River to me, and to a few others in this room, was our university of fly-fishing.
We would go up there with Bob Roles and many others, fish the day, and then come back to the
roadhouse at Buxton and have a debriefing. We fished the lagoons along the Goulburn and
learned a lot about stillwater black beetle fishing under the willows with polaroids.

I remember our days on Leake’s Lagoon. The floodwaters would come across the Lagoon, and
we would follow the fish as they moved onto the newly flooded grass. You would see these
trails of bubbles coming across the surface - they were trout feeding on worms, and you just
needed to cast 5 feet up in front of the bubbles for the fish came up and eat your fly every time.
I remember one particular day. Eildon had flooded, and filthy chocolate-coloured water from
the Goulburn had flowed into the backwaters. Bob Roles and I followed the bubble trails, and
we each took 6 or 7 trout that were all two pounders, and we came home with an unbelievable
bag of fish.
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I first went to Tasmania in 1974 and fished with Greg Kelly, who is here tonight, and Graham
Leith. In 1979 I purchased a shack there, and have been back there every year since. Tasmania
has become my home of trout fishing. We were privileged, to see the halcyon years of
polaroiding the Western Lakes, at a time when no-one else seemed to understand that the best
conditions to be out on the Western Lakes was with a 25 - 35 knot northerly and a cobalt blue
sky day. We would go out in my Suzuki and would drive to Flora or O’Dell, or to Botsford or
any other lake in the Western Lakes. We had the whole system to ourselves, because the
Tasmanians said that you shouldn’t go out west on a hot northerly. Well, we couldn’t think of a
better day. We kept the secret to ourselves until 1984, I think, and then the world woke up. Now
if you go out to Botsford on a hot blue sky northerly you’ve got at least another 17 other
anglers with you.

Which leads me to how to fish it today. These days my knees are pretty ordinary, and I don’t do
much walking around the Western Lakes today; I’'m in a boat most days. But when I do go out
West, I don’t waste the water. One of the great tricks for polaroiding Botsford is to zigzag with
the wind behind you, and more importantly, with the sun behind you. The important thing with
polaroiding is to have the light behind you. Then if you zigzag the water, rather than just go
straight down the lake, you will have another three hours of fishing. So one of the great secrets,
when polaroiding, is to zigzag across the lake, keeping the light at the right angle and in the
right direction. And that’s not hard to determine - you walk out into the water and look around,
and one direction of vision will be six times better than any other. So concentrate on working
with your best vision. From daylight to sundown there are times when polaroiding is best, and it
is not necessarily from 10 am to 3 pm, which most people think. You can have some
outstanding polaroiding in the early morning, or at five and six o’clock at night for what Billy
Beck and I call the ‘glowers’. You can have some outstanding polaroiding in a black cumulus
nimbus cloud with a thunderstorm threatening. So you don’t have to have a hot northerly and a
cobalt blue sky day, though that’s the ideal. You don’t have to give up on polaroiding because
the conditions don’t seem right. Go and have a look.

At Little Pine Lagoon halfway up the western shore the soil is very black, and on some days at
five o’clock in the afternoon with a late westerly on it, you will see the ‘glowers’. They are like
golden bars - they are 3 foot underwater and you can see them as bright as bright can be. And
everybody else has gone home. One of the tragedies of mainland fishermen is that they come
and stay with me in my shack, and start poking around the joint at 6:30 in the morning, waiting
for Jim Allen to take them fishing. But my idea of a good fishing day is from about 11 am to 7
at night. It is certainly not at 7 in the morning. When I do yield to their demands and take them
fishing early in the morning, by 2:30 in the afternoon they are looking to going back to the pub
and having a couple of beers and a toasted sandwich in front of the fire. At 3 o’clock in the
afternoon I’m still excited about the mayfly hatch that may still occur at Little Pine, but all they
want is to head back to the pub. So I tear my hair out. Those guys usually only come once,
because I’'m too rude to them. The good guys take it easy in the morning. We have 16 cups of
coffee and lots of talk around the table, and then go out fishing at 11 o’clock to get the best of
the day. Mayflies tend to hatch in the afternoon, although you occasionally miss the odd
morning hatch by not going early. However if it is calm and there is fog on the water, I'm out of
bed at 4:30am, because I want to pick the cameo of fishing. I try to get the best out of every day
that there is. There are those days when nothing is on and you struggle all day. But then there
are those wonderful days.
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Unfortunately the good weather tends to give you a daybreak fishery, a beautiful polaroiding
northerly for the afternoon, and then a wonderful evening. So you’re up at 4 in the morning and
you are still out fishing at 10 at night, because Tasmania’s summer sun doesn’t set until half
past eight or nine o’clock, and you wind up totally stuffed after three days and are looking for a
break, or at least I am.

Let me emphasise again the importance of light in polaroiding. If you are out in the boat you
have to drift or cruise in a zigzag whilst looking for trout. Some days I am out in the middle of
the Western Lakes in a hot northerly and the trout are up on the beetles or the midges from the
morning hatch. Other days I'll drift in a foam lane, and on others I’ll zigzag across the lake. I
love it when I've got two guys in the boat who are passionately looking for fish. I hate it when I
am the only one looking, and the other guys are sitting there just waiting for Jim Allen to find a
fish for them. And the difference is passion in fishing - the good guys are passionate.

With polaroiding you have to believe in yourself - you have to believe that you are going to see
fish. If you start out with a pair of polaroids on and you talk yourself out of it, you are gone for
all money. John Philbrick taught me that many years ago — you have to believe that you are
going to see fish. And then you do. On a green background they sometimes turn up olive, bright
green, brown, or black. Trout can be any colour on any background, but once you have seen the
first one they are usually all the same after that. They glow, they are brown, or they are dark.
You can follow their shadows on light sandy bottoms. And you get the hang of it quite quickly.
But if you don’t have confidence in yourself with your polaroid glasses, you are gone. So
concentrate. And at the end of the day, when you get back to the bar, or to where ever you are
staying, and you feel totally stuffed, with your eyes drawn out, then you’ve had a good day’s
fishing, because you have looked hard and have given it a good shot. And most likely you have
got some trout in the bag.

I still wade the shores of lakes, and sometimes the stick caddis feeders are in along the shore. If
I can give you one little secret - don’t fish the lee shore where it is easiest to cast. Fish the shore
that is beaten up, that has got a little bit of mud along the line and the wind coming in on an
angle. Polaroid along where the mud becomes clear and you will find stick caddis feeders there.
So many times I see guys take the easy option — wind behind them, clear water — and they don’t
see a fish all day. On the Great Lake and Arthurs Lake all the inlets that have black mud will
have stick caddis at various times of the year. Sometimes they are prolific and sometimes they
are not. A 15 minute look at a corner will make the decision for you — you will either see three
or four fish moving, or you won’t see any at all. I go into a corner and have a 15 minute look
and then give it away. Or I stay, and it is priceless — I'll see 10 or 15 fish in two hours of fishing.
I use a Philbrick’s nymph for stick caddis feeders rather than a stick caddis pattern, though I do
know that the Muz Wilson patterns work very well. It is just that I am a Philbrick’s nymph fan,
and if I was to write up my favourite flies, the Philbrick nymph would be my number one
pattern for sight fishing along the shoreline. You can also use a dry fly - a black spinner or a
small beetle (not a big beetle). The fish will come up to them if they see the fly.

I’ve sold fishing tackle now for 40 years, and I have found one thing — trout basically are very
keen eaters, and they are not particularly fussy about what they eat. There are times when you
can’t get them off ants, or you can’t get them off a midge, or you can’t get them off a mayfly
and they are being particularly fussy. But then I look at the 4,000 patterns that sit in the
Compleat Fly Fishers’ drawers, all looking gorgeous, and all of which must be purchased. And
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when I go to New Zealand and walk into a fishing
tackle shop there, I'm the same as you guys are in
my store, because we can’t help ourselves. This or
that fly is really going to make the difference! It’s
bulldust. A good presentation of a fly is
fundamentally 16 times more important than a good
fly. If you get the fly in front of the trout you have a
real show. But if you don’t get the fly in front of the
trout then you’ve got no chance - particularly if you
cast to its tail.

Thunderstorms bring ants. Bushfires bring ants too -
because of the smoke. So be on the lookout for
thunderstorms and a midge or an ant hatch
afterwards. Be on the lookout for a bit of smoke. If
there is a bushfire around and the smoke drifts out
across the lake, keep your eyes open.

- I remember one day I arrived at the bottom end of
- ‘ \ Arthurs Lake and my dear friends David Wallace
Michael Youl hin a foam line and Ian Taylor, WhO some of you may kpow, rushed
off to get to a particular corner. And I said to my
mate John Hannigan, ‘Take your time Hannigan - there is no rush’. It was one of those smoky,
balmy days and I had looked out and could see heads and tails all across the lake. These other
guys weren’t looking — they just wanted to get to the right spot ahead of Jim Allen, ‘Because
we’re going to catch fish if we can get on that really good drift in that corner where the
mayflies were hatching between 12 o’clock and 4.” John Hannigan and I drifted out from the
boat ramp, and ended up with 18 trout, while my mate Slim came back with one. And I had
great pleasure sticking it to him, because he is the farmer who told me, “You city slickers don’t
observe nature; you don’t understand it’. But it was he who didn’t understand that day. So, the
important message that I would leave with you tonight is to open your eyes. Keep a sharp eye
out for what is going on, because there are times when you can’t see the fish rise unless you
really look hard. Sometimes on Arthurs Lake there is a little brown Jassid, and the trout are
taking them with the tiniest of sips. You just can’t see them, but once you’ve woken up to them
and put a fly in front of them you’ve got a 2% or 3 Ib trout on the end of your line. Sometimes
the trout are being very very shy.

One of my great pleasures is wind lane fishing. I love wind lanes. Wind lanes are avenues of
trout or highways for trout, and they will be rising up and down the wind lane. They love wind
lanes. Wind lanes are slicks and the food amalgamates in them. You should fish the windward
side if you have a preference. But don’t ever see a boat on a wind lane and go a 100 yards
further down and push in on his wind lane; go in behind him or go and find your own. Good
manners and good etiquette on boats sadly is getting rarer. We live in a world that is
competitive, and people don’t always do the right thing. If you know the anglers in the other
boat go up and ask: ‘Can we share - you fish this side and I’ll fish that side.” I do that with all
my mates so we go down parallel to the wind lane.

Let me talk now about mayfly fishing. Whether you are fishing from the shore on Little Pine or
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Penstock, or out in a boat, the secret for good presentation in mayfly fishing is to not fish with
the wind behind you so that the fly is bobbing at the end of your line. Rather, try to fish side on
so that there is a natural drift of the fly. If you look at a natural mayfly dun drifting in the water
it is often moving quite fast. While we can’t emulate that with a fly rod and a leader, we can get
a good natural drift for the first 4 or 5 feet, and this gives us our best chance of catching a fish.

A couple of my mates scoff because I fish with a nymph under an indicator. Now the nymph
under an indicator is a technique that I learned in Alaska, but I have certainly done a lot of in
Tasmania. It consists of a little plastic indicator with a nymph 3 or 4 foot down, and perhaps
even another one at 9 foot down, depending on the depth of the water. In a mayfly hatch the
nymphs start to move around before the duns hatch, so fishing the nymph gives you another
half hour’s fishing. And when I start to catch couple of fish with the nymph under the indicator
at say 12 or 1 o’clock in the afternoon, I know there is going to be a dun hatch long before
anybody else does.

Then again in the mopping up period you have another opportunity to fish with the nymph under
the indicator. So you don’t have to stay on the dry fly all of the time, though at the heat of the
hatch if you’re not fishing a dry fly you are just not fishing. There is nothing better than fishing
with the dry fly to rising fish. But be versatile — fish a nymph in the lake before the hatch.

In Tasmania the mayfly hatch is pretty reliable. It starts usually at about two o’clock (summer
time) and goes through quite often until six
o’clock. But I have known it to start as late as
4:30. I remember Jack Madden, an old member
of ours here, pulling the pin at 3:30 one day,
saying, ‘We’re giving it away, we haven’t seen
a fish all day.” And as they walked over the hill
to go back to the pub, every trout in the lake
came up.

Cold, overcast, windy, wet, rough weather
provides exciting fishing conditions for those
who fish with a sink-tip line and a couple of
wets. Young Andrew Fuller, who works for us,
loves to roly-poly a wet fly on a cold, wet, :
wintry day, and he is an expert at it. If you strip a  Retired politician Peter Nixon catches a
wet fly fast through the water on these sorts of ‘shark’ on a cobalt blue sky day.

days, particularly early and late season, you will

have great success. Don’t give up on the wet fly -

give it half an hour, because it can be an exciting form of fishing. I have been on Arthurs Lake
and Little Pine Lagoon with Billy Beck using a wet fly. At the end of the day we had a dozen
trout that we had no chance of getting any other way. It is ordinary fishing if nothing is
happening, but if you are getting a strike every third cast, with five or six fish in the morning
and another five or six in the afternoon, then you’ve had a pretty reasonable day. Wet fly fishing
is not for all times, but when conditions are grey and there is sleet around and it is windy then it
can provide some very special fishing.

s

In closing let me say that if you don’t fish with passion, you’re not fishing. If you don’t feel an
excitement in the day as you go out and you’re just going through the motions, then you are
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never going to have a great day. But if you go out and your heart is pumping and you are
seriously and intelligently looking for every single opportunity, you’ve got a real chance.

Winter is coming, so go back and read David Scholes. Read some of the great American
writers. You will learn a lot. I remember once going to hear these galoots talking about loch-
style fishing, and I didn’t really want to be there. Now you are looking here at the worst loch-
style angler in Australia. I can’t get my head around it, but I know guys who catch more trout
loch-style fishing than in any other way. They drag three flies through the water and they have
outstanding success. But I still say, it’s not me — I can’t do it.

But the bottom line is there is now a whole new world of loch-style fishing to be looked into,
and back come the mallard and clarets, the little Alexandras, and a whole lot of new loch-style
flies. So don’t give up on lakes, don’t be rude about them, and don’t castigate them, as lake
fishing is a whole avenue of fly-fishing that I think he is six times harder than fishing a river. I
think there may be new avenues of fishing to be opened up that we don’t even know about yet.
When I was a boy I didn’t ever imagine I would polaroid the waves. I still learn something new
every year and I’m sure those of you who are real fishermen in the room have the same feeling
as I do. Thanks for listening — I’ve gone too long.

Some Questions:

1  Why do you prefer the north wind when you are our polaroiding? An excellent question --
a northerly is warmer and it often brings on a beetle hatch, so consequently it is the best wind.
It usually also brings with it blue skies with no cirrus. If it’s a northwest or west wind it’s odds-
on that by two o’clock in the afternoon, which is your best polaroiding hour, you’ve got a
westerly and a very rapid build up of cirrus cloud. I actually have the view that any wind is
okay for polaroiding on the Great lake with a blue sky, but the northerlies do tend to produce
the beetle hatches, and is often a making wind. It starts as a millpond calm morning, and by
about 9 or 10 o’clock the first zephyr of northerly comes down the lake. I suspect that the Great
Lake northerlies are a katabatic wind - a local wind, which you probably don’t get through the
rest of the State. The Great Lake will have a northerly when I speak on the phone to Billy Beck
at Little Pine, and he’ll say, ‘We’ve still got a south-westerly here blowing at 3 knots.” And at
the Great Lake it is a 15 or 20 knot northerly. While I like the northerly, it doesn’t really matter
— any wind with a blue sky day is ok. I don’t usually like easterlies. The only time I like an
easterly is with 100% cloud cover, drizzle, 6 knots, and I am at Little Pine looking for the next
mayfly to get up, because when it’s a drizzly easterly sultry day, that’s the day you want to be at
Little Pine.

2 In fishing the dun patterns on Little Pine why did you refer to the first 5 feet of drift as
being the critical time? Because after that you get drag. If you are a shore fisherman you need
to keep moving around. But if you find a spot along the shore where there is a little bit of an
inlet, then concentrate on it, because quite often fish will come up a little creek bed. The other
thing I didn’t mention is tailing in lakes, because time ran out. But tailing in lakes is super
important early and late season, and when everybody goes home at five o’clock, get out of the
boat, go up along the grassy shores of any lake, and you will find they will be tailing at 5
o’clock. The sun is still well up, but they do come in and tail, and if you get a grey sky they
will tail even better. So don’t be shy to look for tails at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, particularly at
Lake Kay, incidentally.
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3 What were the best polaroids? Get an amber brown colour — I can’t emphasise enough that
the amber brown or pinky brown lenses are the best lenses. I'll dwell on the issue of cost for a
second. It costs $120 or $150 to buy the best flyline in the world — about the same price as it
costs to fill a Toyota Land Cruiser with fuel. Today there are some outstandingly good long
belly fly lines made by all the manufacturers, and you can do so much more with today’s
forward taper fly lines than what you could have done say 15 years ago. They last longer, cast
better and don’t tangle up on the floor of the boat. I have a common adage — you buy a fly reel
to give to your grand children — it should last you a lifetime. You buy a fly rod to last you 7 or 8
years. Technology is getting better all the time, so you’ll pick up someone else’s rod and say, ‘O
my goodness, mine is like a rake handle. I'll have to do something about this’, so a fly rod gets
replaced about every 7 or 8 years. A flyline, however, is replaced every year. It’s the same price
as a tank of petrol, so just buy one and get on with life. And I can’t believe how many people
have 30 year-old leaders in their box. And then they say: ‘I’ve just lost the fish of a lifetime!
I’ve spent $2000 going to Tasmania, and then I’ve put on a seven and six-penny leader that I
bought from Turville’s 25 years ago.” Plasticisers in nylon lines and nylon leaders die quickly,
and don’t last long. So if it’s plastic, don’t trust it for a lifetime’s use. You pay $800 for an
airfare to New Zealand and $200 a night feeding your face, so don’t scrimp on a decent fly line.

4 A question about the use of cane rods — are users luddites? No. If you want to catch the
most trout, then buy yourself a gill net. And if you want to go bait fishing with mudeyes and
black crickets you will probably catch more fish than a fly fisherman. So we set up for
ourselves a set of hurdles. Some of us like to fish a dry fly and never fish a wet. I think
everybody is entitled to do what they want to do. I meet guys today who want to fish with a
beautiful cane rod. I'm not going to knock it — it’s your go. The only trouble for me is if I catch
a 6 1b trout on a cane rod and it then looks like a banana and I’ve spent $2000 on it, I'm going
to get fairly aggrieved. So I use carbon fibre or graphite. I’ve got a museum full of old cane
rods that I should pull out and have a go with. I’ve got a Jenny Anne fly rod made by Maurie
Turville that I bought when I first started fishing. It is without doubt the most beautiful rod that
has been made in my totally biased view. I don’t use it, but I treasure it and would hate to wreck
it. But I see Nick Taransky and these guys today build beautiful rods. It’s your right to use them
and fish with them. You’re setting up your hurdles, and it’s your go.

Tonight I’ve tried to change your thinking a bit, and if I’ve done half of that job I'll be very
excited about it. If one of you guys come up to me in a year’s time and say, ‘I tried this
suggestion of yours and you’ve got no idea what happened. It worked!’ I'll feel intensely proud
because I’ve changed you a bit. That was my task tonight and I hope I have excited a little
gremlin inside each of your brains to go another yard harder, or perhaps even open up a new
vista.

New Member

We welcome Robert McKinlay into membership of the VFFA, and trust that
he enjoys many years of fulfilling involvement with the Association.
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VFFA DINNER WITH PARTNERS
KELVIN CLUB, THURSDAY JUNE 11" @ 7.00 PM FOR 7.30 PM
$38.00 PER PERSON
Drinks: On consumption paid by individuals

3 Course dinner
SOUP - Lamb Shank and Vegetable

MAIN COURSE (CHOICE)
Lamb Saag Curry with Jasmine Rice, Naan and Raita
or
Chicken Breast with Salmon Mouse and Roasted Tomato Sauce
or
Roast Beef with Mushroom Sauce

DESSERT - Kelvin Sticky Date Pudding

Coffee and Chocolatier Chocolates

COLIN MORRISON - 9375 2298 or 0412107326

VFFA Meetings & Activities

UNE 16 General Meeting — Auction
7 Sunday Casting 17-19 Art Show
11 Partners’ Dinner 19 Sunday Casting
14 Cane Day 22 Council Meeting
18 General Meeting — Speaker: 26 Sunday Casting

Chris Wisniewski (‘Eradication of
Carp from Tasmanian Waters) AUGUST

21 Sunday Casting 2 Sunday Casting
24 Council Meeting 7 -9 Bullen Merri Trip
28 Sunday Casting 9 Sunday Casting

16 Sunday Casting
19 Council Meeting

ULY 23 Sunday Casting
5 Sunday Casting 28 Annual Dinner
11 Warrnambool Annual Dinner (Guest Speaker: Greg French)
12 Sunday Casting 29 President’s Casting day
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President’s Mlessace

efore sitting down to pen the lines for the June

Newsletter, I re-read ‘From the Editors Desk’ in the
June 2008 Newsletter. I would like to directly quote what
John Philbrick had to say this time last year. “As May
turns into June the big question is - when will it rain? The
long term reduction in rainfall is seriously affecting the
Victorian trout fishing ... I guess that all we can do is
pray for rain”.

The situation has deteriorated further since those words
were written only twelve months ago. I think more of us
will fish further afield, in New Zealand and Tasmania
particularly.

A number of members recently fished the closing
weekend ‘Magical Mystery Tour’. Only two fish were
landed for the day. The larger of the two was a well-
conditioned 81b brown, caught appropriately by the trip
convener, Richard Kos, which made him very pleased indeed. Paul Squires, the syndicate
member on whose water we were fishing, was surprised at how low the water levels were.
We had an excellent turnout at the last General Meeting. Forty members dined beforehand at
the Kelvin, and were joined by another twenty plus to hear Jim Allen speak about “Shark
Fishing on the Great Lake”, plus many other snippets relating to Jim’s fishing experiences.
There must be a good book to be written by Jim some day, if and when he finds the time and
inclination. I for one would love to see it. A meeting report of the evening appears in this
newsletter, and makes for very interesting reading.

Sunday casting has started again. As previously mentioned, Joe Haslauer has stepped into
the breach whilst Malcolm Elms continues his recovery. We all wish you the very best
Malcolm, and hope to see you back in the saddle soon.

Cane Day, on Sunday June 14, is upon us again. This is very much the baby of David
‘Choco’ Grisold. He has put an enormous amount of work into it over the years, and each
year it attracts increasing interest. More of us are fishing with cane and enjoying the feel of
the new generation cane rods. Please come along and support the day.

Sunday is preceded by ‘The Inaugural Cane Maker’s Day’ on the Saturday (June 13), which
is a forum on building cane rods, whereas Sunday is about casting with cane. Full details on
both days are in the newsletter.

The July Auction is also coming upon us quickly. The invitation to provide items for sale
has seen an overwhelming response (nearly 200 lots), so Tony Brothers has had to close off
the list. No further items can be added. Full details appear in this newsletter. Tony advises
me it will be “a big one,” and I encourage as many members as possible to come along and
make it a successful night.

The August Annual Dinner will come around quickly. Greg French from Tasmania is our
guest speaker. More details of what Greg will be speaking about will appear in next month’s
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newsletter. We want to make it a big night, so please remember to book early.

The editor’s inclusion last month of an index to Fly of the Month from February 1999 to
present times is a useful contribution, and certainly makes it easier to access that fly you
were looking for.

Despite the best efforts of Paul Squires in endeavoring to get enough entries for the Art
Show, we have had to make a decision to cancel it for this year due to lack of enough entries
to make it a goer. Many thanks to Paul for all his work, and hopefully it may get up again at
some time in the future.

Finally, Chris Wisniewski from the Inland Fisheries Service, Tasmania, will be our guest
speaker for the June General Meeting. His topic is ‘The Tasmanian Carp Management
Program’. Chris has indicated to me he is happy to answer any questions regarding the
Tasmanian trout fishery, and given the fact more mainland anglers will be fishing Tasmanian
waters in the future, this should be an interesting night for many.

I encourage members (and guests) to come along, and if possible have dinner (6:30pm) prior
to the meeting (8:00pm). Peter Boag

THE JULY AUCTION

The July general meeting, to be held on Thursday, July
16, will be an auction of equipment and books. Tony
Brothers has again accepted responsibility for the
organisation, and in the past few weeks he has been
overwhelmed with the number of items being offered for
sale. As a result Tony has indicated that no more items
can be added — the list is now finalised, and a copy of
the catalogue is included with this newsletter.

Items for auction will need to be delivered to Tony’s
home address in the week from Wednesday July 1 to
Wednesday July 8. (Members should note that for health reasons second—hand waders are
not sold at VFFA auctions).

No reserves will be permitted on items under $200,
a 15% commission will be deducted from the
proceeds of sales, and purchasers will need to pay
by cash or cheque on the night. These conditions
will be strictly adhered to.

Tony has spent countless hours preparing the
catalogue, which lists some very interesting and
tempting items. With such a large number of lots to
be auctioned we need a good roll up on the night to
make the auction a success. Undoubtedly there will
be many bargains for those who come.
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From e
EDITOR’S DESK

must start this month's column with a very sincere thank-you to our assistant editor, John

Pilkington. John did nearly all the work on the last issue, and an excellent job it was too.
While John was editing the pile of text and wading through the various drafts, I was enjoying
a couple of weeks in New Zealand with my wife. The reason for the trip was a church-based
weekend visit to Christchurch, but the airfare was the same for two weeks as it was two days,
so we stayed on and enjoyed some time in the South Island, followed by a week with friends
in Wellington.

As a social event and a family holiday it was gloriously successful, but as a fishing
expedition it didn't really rate. Mind you, I went well prepared - my wife being quick to point
out that of my 20 kg baggage allowance, some 14 kg was fishing equipment - waders, boots,
rods, reels, and all the rest. In my defence, opportunities were very limited, and I did miss a
nice fish in the Motueka. The day after we arrived in Wellington the heavens opened and it
bucketed down for three days. When I finally got out to check a few rivers, they were
uniformly high, brown and fair belting along. Ah well, there’s always next year.

This issue carries the catalogue for the July VFFA auction. It will be a big night — with close
to 200 lots. A quick glance through the catalogue reveals the usual assortment of books,
fishing equipment, and fly tying bits and pieces. With the huge number of lots up for sale
there will undoubtedly be some great bargains for those who attend.

A couple of items have disappeared from this issue. The Peter Hayes casting clinic in
October is now ‘fully subscribed’ and the New Zealand trip in November may have one spot
left for anyone who is quick off the mark. It is pleasing that these Association activities have
proven so popular. On the other hand, the Art Show, sadly, has had to be cancelled. It was
very successful last year, with a large number of high quality exhibits, but this year, for
whatever reason, the response has been disappointing. Perhaps next year.

Another big thank-you — this time to Rick Dugina, who has put many hours into moving us
closer to establishing a first-class VFFA website. The past few months have seen a lot of
progress, and Rick is confident that by the end of this year we will have access to a website
that we will be proud to own and which will be a very useful resource for all members. But it
is taking a lot of time, a lot of work, and a lot of thought and planning behind the scenes to
get us there. So our thanks to Rick. A report on progress is given later in this newsletter.
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THE INAUGRUAL
CANE MAKERS’ DAY

Saturday, June 13, 2009
9:00am to 3:30pm

Northern Pool, Yarrambat Park,
Yarrambat (Melways reference 184 F5)

The Makers’ Day is all about
experienced cane rod makers passing on
their knowledge through discussion and
demonstration.

They will have tools on hand to show
most processes involved in
Cane Rod building.

Makers on hand are Nick Taransky
and Peter McKean.

Bring along your current project or
problem processes.

“IT’S ALL ABOUT LEARNING”

Northern Pool is an all weather venue,
bring along a raincoat in case the
weather turns.

For further information contact:
Andrew Connell on
bamboo@netcall.com.au
0418 530 073

or
David Grisold on
david.grisold@chocolatier.com.au
0419 558 462.

VFFA CANE DAY 2009

Sunday, June 14
9:00am to 3:30pm

Red Tag Pool
Yarrabend Park,
Fairfield
(Melway’s reference 2D H2)

VFFA will provide BBQ lunch and
refreshments.
Rod Makers in attendance:
Peter McKean, Nick Taransky,
Brad Waggener and a cast of thousands.
Compare (cast and look at) the new with
gems of the past;

Meet the Turvilles, the Sharps,

the Hardy’s and others.
Unwrap your dear old friend and bring it
along to meet the new boys on the block.

“IT’S ALL ABOUT THE CANE”

Red Tag Pool is an all weather venue,
bring along a raincoat in case the
weather turns.

Please Contact:
David Grisold on 0419 558 462 or
david.grisold@chocolatier.com.au
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HELD TO RANSOME?

(The UK fly fishing magazines are a rich source of interesting reading on matters relating to fly
fishing and fly tying. The following article appeared in the March 2009 issue of Trout Fisherman.
It was written by Jeff Prest, the Features Editor, and is reproduced with permission. Normally
there is a stiff fee attached to reproducing material from these magazines, but on this occasion,
for the VFFA, the magazine director very kindly waived the fee. We are indeed most grateful.)

rthur Ransome said some of the best fishermen ever needed no more than six flies. I say the
message isn’t getting across.

It’s called Pareto’s Principle, The Law of the Vital Few, and even up to my ears in nymphs,
hoppers and Kate McLarens, I can’t get it out of my mind. Named after Vilfredo Pareto, an
Italian economist, it decrees that, whatever the context, 80% of the effects come from 20% of the
causes. Put into horseracing terms, which is where I first encountered it, the proposition is that
20% of horses will win 80% of the races.

Invest only in the cream of thoroughbreds, in other words, and you will be right so often, the
times you aren’t won’t matter.

In business, the Pareto Principle becomes the commercial axiom that 20% of your clients will
generate 80% of your business.

As mantras go, it’s manna from heaven for life’s streamliners: those of us who like to bulldoze
through the winding roads of conflicting opinion and replace them with a six-lane motorway of
hard-and-fast simplicity. If we’re right most of the time, it’ll do.

I don’t remember how many fly patterns had come to my attention when Pareto’s theorem sprang
to mind. I just remember my head spinning as I beheld those endless combinations of fur and
feather, while a little voice nagged away inside me.

“What if 20% of all these flies catch 80% of the fish?”

Never one of the bolder heretics, I kept this blasphemy to myself for some time. I’d seen the zeal
that burns in the eyes of fly-tyers discussing their craft, and waded through materials catalogues
so comprehensive, you could develop an allergic reaction just by stroking the page. Who was I, a
Johnny-come-lately, to question this? Especially when Arthur Ransome had done it for me.

Author of Swallows and Amazons, Ransome returned from covering the Russian Revolution for
the Manchester Guardian with Leon Trotsky’s secretary on his arm and settled down to write
weekly fishing columns for the Guardian, 50 of which appear in the book Rod & Line.

In short, he knew his onions, so when he observed that “Some of the best fishermen who have
ever lived have not needed more than half a dozen flies,” I felt my heart quicken.

Here was the Law of the Vital Few squeezed so hard, even Pareto himself might have squeaked.

I’ve always had a cussed streak where fishing tackle is concerned: a desire to catch with the gear
or technique that everyone else mocks. In my Sea Angler magazine days, if a rod came in for
review with an action so slow that you could cast, mop your brow and pour a cup of tea before
the blank returned to the vertical, it would invariably be daft-lad here who retrieved it from the
dustbin once everyone else had gone home.

Six flies to conquer the world is a notion right up my alley. But my goodness, it’s a lonely furrow
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to plough. Try Googling “essential flies”, “go-to flies” “only fly you’ll ever need” and “when all
else fails” and you soon learn that most people cry off long before six when it comes to paring
down their arsenal.

World Fly Finder: All the Flies You Need to Fish All the Waters of the World... 450 patterns in
superb colour;

Go-to Flies: 101 Killer Patterns the Pros Use when All Else Fails,

29 46

Essential Trout Flies .. 31 indispensable pattern styles..;
Top 20 Trout Flies.
It was like an auction in reverse. Any advance on twenty...?

Fortunately, there were other voices in the wilderness. Like the man who told Flyfishing Skill on
Stillwaters author Peter Mackenzie-Philps, “If in doubt, use a Grey Duster.”

In 7o Rise a Trout, author John Roberts recalls one angler who bettered his previous season’s haul
fishing a John Storey as his only ‘dry’ all year, while another opted for just a Pheasant Tail with a
couple of hackle alternatives (“I’ve a fly for every occasion,” he’d say, “and this is it”).

It was decision time. I promised three columns ago that I’d try the minimalist approach this year,
so here’s my own Super Six, designed to cover as many bases as possible.

Dries: Wickham’s Fancy (vague hints at sedge or olive and can also pass for shrimp when fished
wet. Grey Duster (depending on hook size, can imitate a range of insects, from caenis to mayfly).

Wet: Greenwell’s Glory (representing olives, which can be found throughout the season).

Nymph: Hare’s Ear (representing olive nymphs, sedge pupae or shrimps. The goldhead variant
can be used as a stalking bug).

Terrestrial: Daddy (one of John Gierach’s “big uglies” that can grab the attention of indifferent
trout, especially if nothing else is working).

Lure: Black Woolly Bugger/Tadpole (for dirty water; can alternatively be fished as a nymph).

I stress that this list is not offered as definitive enlightenment but rather as one man’s straightest
possible line between two points. Even in the kaleidoscope world of fly dressing, I like to think
that somewhere between Signore Pareto and Arthur Ransome, lies the truth.

If it’s anywhere on the short side of 30 patterns, I’ll be happy.

FISHING IN THE NORTH EAST and EILDON REPORT

With the closed season upon us, the rivers around the North East and the Eildon area can no
longer be fished. Hopefully their resident trout are going about the breeding and spawning
business with gusto, so that the seasons ahead will be good ones for us.

Mick Hall indicated that while the Pondage at Eildon was too full for comfortable fishing a
few weeks ago, the level will drop in the next month, and with fish from the Snobs Creek
Hatchery being regularly tipped in, this very pretty stillwater will provide some pleasant
fishing over the winter months.
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The June Meeting
The Tasmanian Carp Management Program

Our guest speaker at the June Meeting will be Chris Wisniewski. Chris has been a keen
trout fisherman from his earliest years, and has fished throughout Tasmania. He
describes the highlights of his fishing experiences as being at Lake Pedder in the early
days, fishing Lagoon of Islands at its best, casting a line into the Lake Sorell marshes,
and polaroiding the Western Lakes.

He joined the Inland Fisheries Service in 1989 and was appointed in that year as an
Inspector based at Tarraleah. After 18 Months he was transferred to Liawenee at the
Great Lake, where he worked with the Compliance Team. In late 1995 he was
appointed the Primary Carp Program Compliance Officer. In this role he was required
to enforce the legislation in relation to the closure of Lakes Crescent and Sorell, along
with running an extensive community education plan. In 2002 he was appointed as
manager of the Carp Program, and earlier this year was appointed as a section manager
of the Compliance Branch, Hatcheries, Carp Program and Angler Access projects.

While his main purpose is to talk about "The Tasmanian Carp Management Program"
from its beginnings in 1995 to its current status, Chris has a very comprehensive
knowledge of of all aspects of the Tasmanian trout fishery, and is willing to answer
questions on any other issues related to this premier fishery.

BULLEN MERRI FISHING WEEKEND & DINNER
August 7 — 9, 2009

Richard Goodall and Richard Kos are again organizing
two days of fishing in the Camperdown area and a dinner
at the property of Caroline and John Menzies.

The Saturday evening dinner commences at 6:30 pm
for drinks, BYO (please bring your favourite).

Cost for the Dinner - $45.
Dress - sports casual.

Please don’t miss this wonderful weekend.

For all enquiries please contact:
Kossy on 0430 091 300
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WEBSITE PROGRESS REPORT

We have started the design aspect of the website. This is what the first draft looks like:

About Us

President’'s Message

Welcome

text demo lext demo lax! demo text demo lext demo lex! demo lext demo texi demo lex! demo -

text demo text demo text demo text demo taxt demo text demo ext demo text demo text demo

fext demo text damo text demo taxt demo New Members

text demo text demo lex! demo text demo text demo lext demo text demo text demo text demo
text demo lext demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo Newsletters

text demo lext demo text demo text demo text demo text demo

texi deme text demo lext deme text demo text demo lexi demeo lext demo lext demo lexi deme
text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo Hy Df H’le MC‘ ni h
text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo text demo

demao lext demo

Copyrights © 2009 Victorian Fly Fishing Association. All Rights Reserved.

Not bad first up. There will be a few basic changes to come. Some of the buttons will alter
and the colours may be adjusted. The main part of the process will come now as we
assemble the link pages and the information to fill them.

One of the important aspects will be a discussion (FORUM) section that enables members to
upload comments and responses. Another will be the collection of past newsletters (in
colour) so you will be able to get a better look at trips and activities.

There will also be a photo gallery to include those shots that may have missed the newsletter
reports and stories. The public will be able to access some sections, whereas members will
be able to ‘log in’ to get more detailed information, including events and activities.

The committee is meeting regularly to keep the process on track and we hope to have an
operational website in the near future. If any members feel that they have some helpful
comments, ideas, or suggestions to add to the project, they should contact me on my email
address edugina@iprimus.com.au All comments are welcome and contributions are actively
sought.

Further reports will be published as major milestones are reached.

Rick Dugina
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REPORT

... “And the times they are a-changin”

FROM WAY OUT WEST

...I often find myself thinking of Bob Dylan’s words these

days. With global warming and the resulting climate change, bush fires, many years of lower
than average rainfall, rivers and lakes drying up, higher air and water temperatures, I, like many
other fly fishermen in Victoria, find trout fishing opportunities becoming more and more limited.
It would be easy to become pessimistic and negative about fishing here on the mainland, and
settle into the mindset that the only good trout fishing that is left will be in Tassie or New

Warrnamhool Flyfishers Club Inc.
Revegetation Project
Lake Cartcarrong

Undertaken by the members of the
Warrnambool Flyfishers Club Inc.
In conjunction with John Maher (Landowner)
Supported by Tree Victoria Program
_ Fending qnd Revegetution Program 1998

Thinking more optimistically, I and my fellow
Warrnambool Fly Fishers often feel fortunate for the
variety and quality of fishing for trout, as well as estuarine
and saltwater species, that we still have here in this part of
the Western District. But we are not taking our good
fortune for granted. We continue to be proactive and
direct Club efforts and funds (as well as Government
Grants money) towards conserving and enhancing our
local trout waters.

During the last two weeks our members have been
involved in a couple of “working bees.” Our recent efforts
have been directed at improving access to some of our
favourite waters. Bowing to the effects of age, we decided
it was time to erect more stiles to help less-agile (dare I
say elderly) fly fishermen to get over barbed wire and
electric fences in comfort and safety. Or for the more

adventurous, who chose in the past to jump over, to cross without risking scratches, torn waders,
electrocution or even a broken arm after a fall (remember that fence on the Moyne River,
Lyndon?) (Yes, tragically I do — Editor).

We have also installed signs highlighting

some of our previous revegetation and

fencing projects. These were intended to
improve the riparian environment for all to
enjoy, to restore river and lake-side tree
cover, and to keep livestock away so they
don’t pollute the water, collapse the banks
and destroy the vegetation. All of these

projects were undertaken by our Club,

cooperation with the relevant Government
authorities and with landowners whose
properties front onto the following rivers
and lakes — the Hopkins River and Mount
Emu Creek near their junction, the Merri
River near Woodford, Lake Cartcarrong at
Winslow, Lake Gillear near Allansford, and
Lake Aringa north of Port Fairy. One of our
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younger members, Scott Gray, with the
support of the Club, successfully applied
for a Grant to improve the road access to
Lake Aringa. This has just been completed.
It is a welcome accompaniment to the
Club’s previous efforts in tree planting,
fencing, and construction of a fish barrier at
the lake outlet.

So why do we do it? The members of the
WFEC realize there are many factors
affecting our lakes and rivers that are
beyond our control, but we also feel that
the things that we have done, and continue
to do, make a visible difference to the

quality of our fishing experience in this - . ——
area. It’s worth the effort. Bob Loch with a fine fish.

When not at a “working bee” we’ve been fly fishing, of course. Bob Loch, Alan Richardson and
I have been to Lake Purrumbete several times in the past month and have tried out the new boat
ramp. The water is crystal clear, but few fish have been moving near the surface. I managed a
couple of 2 Ib browns and a 2 1b rainbow dredging a green matuka with a fast sinking line on
one trip, but we were skunked on the other two trips. However I’ve heard rumours that they are
starting to move into the shallows now. Time for another visit, soon.

One 10 minute visit by Bob and myself to Lake Bullen Merri was enough to confirm that it is
very sick. It’s thick with blue-green algae, and toxic.

Closer to home, the Hopkins River, Mt
Emu Creek, Merri River, and Lake Gillear
have all produced fish in the 3 to 4 pound
range to Club members casting large wets
— e.g. Green Matukas, Black Woolly
Buggers, BMS, etc. Browns are filling up
on galaxias to improve condition prior to
spawning. So, get out there and catch a
few before the season closes! Yes, we’ve
been building stiles at Lake Cartcarrong,
but don’t bother using them for now,
unless you want to walk around the lake
and admire our tree planting. The lake
dried up a couple years ago and only has
about a foot of muddy water in it at
present. And it hasn’t been restocked.
Fisheries won’t consider restocking it
again unless we get some serious rain this
winter and it fills up for a change. We live
in hope.

Jim Blakeslee in action at Hopkins Falls.

Jim Blakeslee
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Tasmania Report — from Daniel Hackett’s Website

Fishing report late April /May 2009

Late April is traditionally a good time of the year for dry fly fishing and stable, overcast
weather - but this year it was interrupted with good falls of rain! During periods of stable
weather, steady fishing was had on the Lower Macquarie and South Esk rivers, mainly to
fish taking baetid mayfly. Pat, our new guide, nailed a number of fish over three pounds
above Longford on the Lower Macquarie, whilst I had some good days on the South Esk
using Cripples. Anzac day weekend saw some heavy falls of rain arrive, with 40mm in some
areas, which closed down the brown trout river fishing prematurely —but not before young
angler Rory Kelly landed his first trout on the fly, beating the two older generations of his
family, his uncle James and grandfather Graham, for the biggest fish of the trip. Awesome
work Rory! These early rains prompted many fish in both the rivers and highland lakes to
spawn early, which will give them almost a month extra to recover and put condition back
on, compared to a normal spawning in May.

May saw drier conditions come back to Tasmania, allowing for some steady fishing on the
rainbow rivers. The two picks were the upper Mersey and the Weld (northern Tasmania),
where fish were found still feeding off the top till the last day of the season - last Sunday. In
the Walls of Jerusalem, some adventurous Gen Y fly fishers battled blizzards during a trip to
Lake Meston; they all said it was definitely worth it though, such is the attraction of the
wilderness, the Western Lakes, and historic old (and warm) huts.

As a footnote to autumn, rainfall in Northern Tasmania reached its average, and rainfall in
the west and south east was above average. This was great to see.

Fishing and fly tying tips.

Tip 1. Test for leaks in breathable waders and Gore-Tex jackets by turning them inside out,
and rubbing them with methylated spirits. The pin-holes will show up as small black dots as
the methylated spirits permeates the pierced layers. Keep the leftover meths for your
camping stove!

Tip 2. When tying flies with deer-hair, always use a hair stacker to ’stack’ the tips of the hair
evenly. Secondly, always remove all the under-fur fluff and short fibers prior to use.
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ATF Report

ATF Vice President Merv McGuire has provided the following report on the project to
improve angler access along the Jamieson River.

Jamieson River Fishing Access/Facilities Project
The location of this work will be off Mitchell’s Bridal Trail, along the Jamieson River, in
North East Victoria.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Australian Trout Foundation has been granted funding from the “Enhanced
Recreational Fisheries” program to open up river access points and camping areas along the
Jamieson River for recreational fishers.

Merv McGuire, ATF Vice President has been appointed Project Manager, and will oversee
the project whilst working closely with DSE to ensure all environmental requisites are met.
DSE staff and DSE approved contractors will undertake all on ground works.

Some 35 to 40 river access points will be created and /or upgraded, along with 7 designated
camping areas. These works will take place along about 34 kilometres of the Jamieson
River, following the re-established Mitchells Bridal Trail which runs between between
Gallows Track and Wrens Flat along the Jamieson / Licola and Heyfield / Jamieson Roads.

Works will involve the location planning of the river access points and camping areas, and
will involve the clearing of undergrowth and spraying of weeds, thistles, blackberries, etc.
Some 20 table/chair combinations, 20 fire pit / BBQ combinations, and 12 individual fire
pits will be installed at designated areas along the river.

Due to DSE’s concentrated involvement in bushfire recovery operations following the recent
“Black Saturday” fires, the project has been delayed, but is now expected to be completed
late 2009 in readiness for the December/ January holiday season.

Upon completion the track will be mapped and will be published on the ATF website, as
well as being displayed on notice boards in the area.
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The Magical Mystery Tour That Was

(A report on the Closing Weekend “Magical Mystery Tour”)

When we arrived at the Gordon Hotel car park, the first item on the agenda was the addition of
extra layers of clothing and raincoats, as we sheltered from the showers and icy wind. Then it
was off to the local store for a large hot coffee.

With everyone assembled we set off in convoy to the dams. By the time we unpacked and
rigged our gear, the rain had stopped and the wind had abated a little. A 1:00 pm lunch break
was agreed upon, and Messrs Squires, Grisold and Maltby drove to the adjoining dam, leaving
the rest of us to try our luck at the main dam.

The morning session proved to be uneventful for most, with only a few 'short takes' but no
hook-ups. However, Paul Squires was successful in hooking and landing a lovely four pound
trout at the adjoining dam.

The barbeque was fired up, the reds
opened, and we all enjoyed a hearty meal
and some lively conversation. The
afternoon fishing session that followed was
much the same as the morning. However,
after dragging wets all morning, I decided
to change tactics and put out a Shaving
Brush with a Buzzer hanging below on a 60
cm dropper. This combination had not been
in the water more than half a minute when
it was taken by a magnificent 8 1b brown,
which was duly landed and ceremoniously
photographed. It was the largest trout I have
caught to date.

Thanks must go to our hosts and to all who
attended and made this day the great
success it was. Kossy

The very necessary lunchbreak.

24 VFFA JUNE 2009



VFFA 77th Annual Dinner

Friday, August 28, 2009
At the Kelvin Club
Cost - $55 per head

Please bring a guest and come along to the 77th Annual Dinner. Book early, and don’t
be disappointed.

Our guest speaker for this year’s dinner is Greg French. Greg is one of Australia’s best
known fly fishers. Based in Tasmania, he has fished and walked extensively in New
Zealand, Canada, South America, Europe and mainland Australia. His Tasmanian
fishing guide books are legendary, and his two collections of short stories, Frog Call
and Artificial, have received wide recognition. He is a regular contributor to premier
trout fishing magazines, including FlyLife and Freshwater Fishing.

Greg’s talk will stress the importance of travel and fishing guides in furthering an
angler's enjoyment of his sport.

Given the negative impacts of climate change on the local fishing scene, travel is more
relevant to Victorians than ever before. Wherever we go in the world, there are people
who object to 'interlopers' and guides 'ruining things for the locals', so Greg hopes to
demonstrate how important tourism is for the long-
term future of fly fishing, and how easy it is for
visitors to get the locals onside. His talk will be
laced with lots of amusing anecdotes and some
stunning photos from Tassie, New Zealand, Ireland,
British Columbia and Slovenia.

Greg 1s-much sought after as a very lively, engaging
and accomplished speaker. Our Dinner promises to
be another very entertaining evening!
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FLY OF THE MONTH

Hubert Reichelt’s Parachute Royal Wulff

The Hair-wing Royal Coachman is an American pattern that is the ‘gaudy cousin’ of the
British Coachman. When the Coachman wet fly crossed the Atlantic from the UK,
Theodore Gordon converted it into a dry fly. In 1876 John Hailey, a professional fly-
dresser in New York, added the red silk band to the middle to prevent the peacock body
from fraying out. But the Royal Coachman was a tad too fragile for many, so creative
tiers started experimenting with hair wings for greater durability.

The Hair-wing Royal Coachman was actually the creation of L.Q. Quackenbush, one of the
early stalwarts of the Beaverkill Trout Club. Quackenbush suggested that white hair wings
might work better than duck quill wings, so flies were tied using upright wings of calf tail
and tail fibers of natural brown buck. These flies worked perfectly, and Catskill fishermen
soon labeled them the Quack Coachman. However Lee Wulff had started tying his famous
Waulff patterns at about the same time, and these proved superb flies everywhere they were
fished. Wulff patterns so dominated the upright hair wing style of dry fly that L.Q.
Quackenbush and his Hair-wing Coachman are almost forgotten. So while Lee Wulff did
not actually create the Royal Wulff, it looked so similar to the other popular Wulff dry flies
that it gradually became known as the Royal Wulff.

Hubert has fished the Royal Wulff dry fly extensively. In tying and fishing the pattern he
has come up with some tying strategies that make the fly a lot more durable and robust. He
also found that tying the fly with a parachute hackle had advantages when it is fished. The
parachute hackle version invariably lands in the right orientation, whereas the original
version with the collar hackle is inclined to land on its side, and unless the two wings are
perfectly matched, it is also inclined to spin and twist the leader. The parachute version is
also a lot more buoyant, and as the body sits in the meniscus it more accurately mimics the
sorts of terrestrial bugs that fall in the water and become fish fodder.
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So here is Hubert’s Parachute Royal Wulff, which is quite complicated to tie, but very strong
and durable — so the extra time and effort involved is worth it. Hubert suggests that once he’s
‘warmed up’ he can tie this pattern in about 10 minutes.

Materials:

Hook: Size 12 or 14 dry fly hook (Kamasan model B401 or similar). Hubert
also ties these flies in size 10 to use as indicators for beadhead
nymphs, in which case he ties them more bushy and buoyant. Hubert
suggests that size 16 and smaller sizes are not worth the effort
involved — a Parachute Adams is just as effective and is easier to tie.

Tying Thread: Black 6/0 Unithread

Tail: Dark brown elk hair (which has a solid fibre and is very durable)

Body: Peacock herl and red floss

Wing: White calf tail (Hubert suggests that calf tail is by far the best wing
material — superior to synthetics and calf body hair. Calf tail is also
very durable, and because of the natural curl and twist in the material,
less of it is needed to create the silhouette that trout see, and thus the
wing is less wind resistant)

Hackle: Brown cock

Method:

1. Set up the vice with a parachute gallows in place over the jaws. Place the hook in the
vice and cover the shank with tying thread. Leave the thread hanging at about the middle of
the hook shank.

2. Take a bunch of elk hair fibres (10 — 15 fibres), clean away the fuzz and fluff, and level
the tips in a hair stacker.

3. Place the elk hair fibres above the
shank with the tips pointing to the back
and tie them in. The length of the tail
should be equal to the length of the
hook shank. Make the first couple of
turns very strong and tight, and then as
the thread is wound toward the bend of
the hook release the tension a little so
that the fibres don’t flare excessively.
(If the tension is too great at this point
the elk hair will flare too much).

See fig 1
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4. Now prepare the wing. Cut a bunch of calf tail
fibres, clear away the fuzz and fluff, and put the
fibres in the hair stacker. Calf tail doesn’t stack all
that well, but several vigorous taps will level the
ends to some degree, and it is better (and a more
natural appearance) if the ends aren’t all exactly
level. See fig 2

Fig 2

5. Wind the thread so that it is hanging at a point one third of the distance along the hook
shank from the eye. This is the point where the wing will be tied in.

6. Take the clump of calf tail fibres and
hold it over the hook shank so that the wing
tips point to the rear. (If the tips are tied in
facing forward, the butt is cut off at the back
and this makes the body too thick). The
wing, like the tail, should be the same length
as the hook shank. Tie the wing in with
strong turns, keeping the turns of thread
close to the base of the wing so that the butt
can be cut off at an angle. See fig 3

7.  Take the thread back to the point
behind the wing and stand the wing up
vertically with lots of strong turns behind
the base. See fig 4

e

Fig4
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8. Now very carefully divide the wing into
two equal halves and spread the two halves
by tying several figure eight turns through
the space between the two wings. The wings
should be 90° to each other and thus 45° to
the horizontal. See fig 5

Fig 5

9. The base of the wings must now be strengthened by tying 4 or 5 turns of thread around
each wing close to the base. One drop of head cement can now be added to the base to
strengthen this area, making sure that no head cement is drawn up the wings, causing them to
become stiff. The base needs to be firm and strong because the hackle is wound around this
point, and if the base isn’t stiff and solid the process of tying in the hackle will pull the wings
together.

10. The thread is now taken back to the bend and 6 peacock herls are tied in so that they
point backwards over the tail. Three of these herls should be thick and bushy and of good
quality and the other three can be thinner and of lower quality.

11. The three good quality herls are now
wrapped tightly around the thread to form a
type of chenille rope, and this is now wrapped
around the rear of the shank (3 turns) near the
bend to form the peacock herl collar at the rear
of the body. These should be tied off and then
the other three herls are pulled forward over
this collar and tied in, in front, to form a type
of strap that will prevent this rear collar from
sliding back around the bend. (Wrapping the
;s peacock herls around the thread before tying
> i them in ensures that if a trout tooth breaks the
6

herls they don’t unravel and make the fly
unusable). See fig 6

12. Tie in a length of strong black thread
doubled over so that it can hooked up in the
gallows above the jaws of the vice. See fig 7

Fig 7
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red band is added, and the floss tied off.
See fig 9

Fig 9

14. The red floss is now tied in, the bright

13. The remainder of the three good-
quality herls are now tied in near the eye, the
chenille rope again formed, and the chenille
rope then wound back behind the wings to
form the collar behind the wings.

See figure 8.

15. A hackle feather of the appropriate size for the hook is selected and the end stripped.
The stripped end is placed between the wings and tied in behind the wings with the shiny
side upwards. The hackle is now tied in with 5 or 6 turns, each turn tied below the previous
turn. The hackle is then tied off. See fig 10

16. The piece of thread hooked over the
gallows is now pulled forward and
downward to hold the tackle in place and
stop it from riding up the wings when the fly
is cast. The piece of thread (the strap) is
now tied off at the eye. To avoid tying down
the hackle fibres whilst tying off the strap
the thread should be placed on top of the
strap outside the hackle and then slid up the
strap under the tackle to the point where it
needs to be tied off. See fig 11

17. Scissors are used to remove any untidy or
renegade wing fibres or hackle fibres, and the fly
is then complete.

Fig 11 [
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Has Now Started

Please come and share a coffee and
some entertaining and instructive time.
Malcolm is well on the way to recovery,
and may well make an appearance in
coming weeks. In the meantime, Joe
Haslauer has stepped in and has
everything organized. So come along,
and enjoy casting a line or two.
Some people come from Tasmania!
Newer members should take this
opportunity to meet other members
and to improve their casting techniques.
It also provides a chance to try other
members’ gear.

Be at the Red Tag Pool, Fairfield

SUNDAYS
BETWEEN 9AM AND 12 NOON

VFFA 2010 Tasmanian
Trip Bookings

The VFFA crew will be going back to
Tasmania in February next year.

Hamish Hughes has booked Hayes on
Brumbies in Cressy from Saturday
February 20 to Friday February 26.

Already Hamish has many acceptances,
so if you wish to join in send him an
email at hthughes@bigpond.net.au or

contact him on 0418 108 686.

Please note Hamish will driving through
outback Queensland over June and July
so he may take some time to
acknowledge your message.

SPECIAL OFFER

COLUMBIA SHIRTS/LOGO
$70.00 each

POLARFLEECE JACKETS/LOGO
$40.00 each

POLARFLEECE SLEEVELESS VEST/LOGO
$35.00 each

To order a shirt or two contact
Hugh Maltby on Work: 9455 9000
Mobile: 0400 887 065
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LIBRARY NEWS

1l members should remember that the Mick Martin Memorial Library is one of the most

extensive collections of fly-fishing literature in Australia. It is valuable in its own right but is a
great asset to members wishing to expand their knowledge or who simply enjoy sitting by the
fireside and vicariously enjoying the exploits of others. In addition, the library boasts a number of
videos on trout fishing. Our librarian Marty Rogers will be available prior to each general meeting
to assist members wishing to borrow books or videos.

The library is divided into three parts.

Part 1 Books available for loaning to members.

Part 2 Books available for reference only and not to be taken from the library.
Part 3 Books bequeathed to the Association and not to be taken from the cabinet.

OVERDUE BOOKS

Our librarian reports that a number of members have failed to return library books on time.
Could all those book loving members who have failed to return books promptly do so.

V.F.F.A. ITEMS FOR SALE
The Association has the following quality items for sale:
Book “Geehi to Great Lake” ...........ccocevieiniiniiinicniicnee $45.00 each
Columbia SHirtS .......ccuevverieriirieriieirieeeeeee e $70.00 each
Polarfleece jacket with VFFA 1080 .......coovvevviiiiiiiiiiiinne, $40.00 each
Association ties (blue Or maroon) ..........ce.eeeeeeevvuvvereeeeeeeennns $35.00 each
CIOth DAd@ES.....cuveeeveiieiieeiieie ettt $7.00 each
DHATIES .ottt ettt $2.00 each
The Australian Trout by Jack Ritchie $20.00
(Special offer — buy one, get one free!)
V.EF.A. Car StICKETS ....ccuevviviieiiiieieieieniesiesieeeteeeeee e $2.00 each

Members wishing to purchase any of these items should contact
Hugh Maltby prior to the monthly General Meeting on telephone 9455 9017.

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2008 Annual Dinner:

* Armadale Angler » Aussie Angler ® Australian Fishing Network ¢ Compleat
Angler Box Hill « Compleat Fly Fisher Melbourne  Daniel Hackett,
RiverFly, Tasmania ¢ Fly Life Publications ¢ J M Gillies ® Lowes Furniture ¢
Mayfly Tackle » Mick Hall www kossiedun.com.au ® Michael Steven’s
Publishing * Millbrook Lakes Lodge ® Nick Taransky - Bamboo Rod Maker ¢
Pro Angler Fishing Tackle ¢ Ray Brown, Onkaparinga Flies & Cane Rods
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