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Bill’s fishing career started when he was quite 
young. His earliest recollection is of catching 
fish on set lines in the Cudgewa Creek on 
his grandparent’s farm. He also remembers 
fishing with a rod and line on the King 
Parrot Creek. In 1960 his father drove him to 
Ringwood Lake on Sunday mornings where 
a fishing club (he can’t remember which one) 
provided lessons in fly casting. Many years 
of fly fishing were to follow, including some 
time in the UK. 

Friends (fellow dentists) Ivan Affleck and 
Tony Brothers persuaded Bill to join the 
VFFA and “this has been most enjoyable”. A 
few years ago he again travelled to the UK 
and fished in Yorkshire with past president 
Philip Bailey, who Bill described as “a 
wonderful host. We talked ‘Aussie’ together 
for a couple of days.”

Bill has been fortunate to have fished with 
good friends in great places round the world, , 
and he hope this continues for a while yet. His 
Cuba fly fishing trip was booked four years 
ago, but because of Covid it was only recently 
possible.

On Thursday July 20, our next lunchtime 
meeting, Bill is going to tell us about his 
fabulous fly fishing trip to Cuba.

We would encourage all members to join us 
for what promises to be a very informative 
and entertaining presentation by one of our 
Council members. Those who would like to 
join us for a meal beforehand need to make 
a booking for lunch by Tuesday, July 18, 
by emailing Terry Rogers at terryrogers@
bigpond.com and leaving a message.

July Meeting: ... with Bill Jeans

July 2023

Thursday, July 20, 
at 12 Noon at the 
Kelvin Club

Bill enjoyed some very impressive transport in 
Cuba
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The Closer Economic Relations (CER) 
Agreement between New Zealand and 
Australia is one of the most comprehensive, 
effective, and WTO-compatible free trade 
agreements in the world. (Australian High 
Commission, New Zealand)

Some 30,000 Australians cross the 
Tasman each year to fish New Zealand. 
Unfortunately, there are significant 
moves afoot to discourage “Non-resident 
fishermen”, with differential licence 
fees already in place and more fees 
and restrictions for designated waters 
being mooted. There are no similar 
discriminatory fees in place for non-
resident fishermen visiting Australia.

Up until recently, I think most Australians 
have paid little attention to the fees as 
they represent only a small portion of the 
overall expense of a trip to New Zealand. 
However, that is changing. Fees are 
now being levied for particular rivers in 
addition to the licence fees, and access to 
designated rivers is being restricted. The 
only duration of licence available, being 
for one day or one year, also doesn’t sit 
well.

James Carter, a well-known member, has 
an extensive background in international 
trade and has put in an enormous amount 
of work on a submission to DFAT asking 
them to examine what is happening in 
light of Australia’s longstanding (1983) 
Closer Economic Relations agreement 
with New Zealand. A summary of his 
work appears elsewhere in this issue. 

Council gave careful consideration 
regarding our involvement in this 
“political” issue and resolved that it was 
appropriate. Many of our members spend 
a lot of time, not to mention money, 
fishing in New Zealand and the issues 
raised are therefore directly relevant to 
our membership, and our involvement is 

in line with the Rules and Regulations of 
our Association.

Last November, we reviewed our 
activities following a significant 
downturn in attendances post-
Covid. One of the suggestions was to 
have several meetings at lunchtime, 
particularly during the winter months. 
The first of these was our recent June 
meeting. The scheduled speaker had 
unfortunately become unwell, so making 
a virtue of necessity, we simply had 
a members’ luncheon. It was lightly 
attended but most enjoyable and led 
to some very productive discussion. 
Some of the ideas raised will be taken to 
Council for further development.

Our July meeting will also be a luncheon 
at the Kelvin Club and our Guest Speaker 
will be Council member and Librarian 
Bill Jeans. Bill will regale us with his 
experiences fishing in Cuba and may well 
be assisted by his fellow travellers - Ian 
Sambell, Graeme Seeger and John Rattray. 
Not to be missed!

President’s Message
President's Message

Dr David Hooke
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Chris Bassano will be our Guest Speaker 
at the Annual Dinner in August. Chris is 
well known to many of us as a charming 
and skilful guide for many years in 
Tasmania, and is now working with 
Inland Fisheries. He has successfully 
represented Australia in international 
competition fly fishing and was also an 
elite cricketer, very close to being selected 
to represent Australia. This event will 
be a most interesting evening … I urge 
you to diarise it now – Friday, August 
18. Remember, the Annual Dinner is our 
major fund-raising event for the year, so I 
do urge you to not only attend, but bring 
your “significant other” and encourage 
some of your mates.

The first fly tying evening was reported 
in the June issue. It will be held again on 
the first Thursday of each month through 
till September, and as I mentioned in last 
month’s message, it was enjoyed by both 
novice and experienced fly tiers alike.

Sunday morning casting commenced 
on the Sunday after the June Monthly 
Meeting and was a great success. Twenty 

hardy souls turned out for what was 
a sunny, crystal-clear morning, well 
sheltered from the wind. Val and Bob 
Young were on hand to assist with casting 
instruction, and a “Bunnings-style” 
barbeque accounted for 34 sausages! 
Several other instructors were scratchings 
for various reasons (including a broken 

Our president leading from the front

Lunch at the Kelvin – good food and great company
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Members who have visited New Zealand 
recently would have noticed that a two-
tier licence to fish fee has been introduced 
by New Zealand Fish and Game - a 'New 
Zealand Resident' licence and a 'Non-
Resident' category licence. Australians are 
included in the Non-Resident category, 
and being a Non-Resident adds NZ$105 

(a 72% premium) to the licence cost of a 
New Zealand resident.

The justification for this premium is 
predicated on a policy designed 'to 
align with the international pricing 
for comparable fisheries'. A ‘Fisheries 
Management and Habitat Protection’ levy 

Changes Afoot in New Zealand
... from James Carter

Sunday casting at the Red Tag casting pools

toe), but hopefully will be able to join 
us next month. Sunday casting is an 
ideal opportunity to try out a new rod, 
experiment with new lines, get some 
advice, give some advice, or simply catch 
up with mates over coffee and a snag.

The September Meeting will be our 
Annual General Meeting which will 
be held via Zoom, making it easier for 
members to be “present”.

As well as summarising the Association’s 
activities, both Events and Financial, we 
will be electing a new Council to oversee 

activities for the next 12 months. Now 
is the time to consider nominating for 
Council. It is a great way to contribute, 
and as I have discovered over my time 
on Council, it is the best way to become 
involved and expand one’s fly fishing 
horizons and friendships. 

Finally, I commend James Carter’s 
contribution to your attention and, if 
you see fit, follow up with your own 
submission to the Authorities, both here 
and in New Zealand.

David Hooke
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is also included, but only to the Non-
Resident fee.

The New Zealand Department of 
Conservation (DoC), the body responsible 
for the Fisheries and Game regulations, is 
in the process of applying new and wider 
restrictions and costs to DoC managed 
services under the pretext of remediating 
“unsustainable angling pressure”. 
Such pressure, according to the DoC, is 
attributable to Non-Residents.

In summary, these proposals include: 
“Expanding the Backcountry fisheries 
and designated waters’ definition 
nationally to include any waters DoC and 
F&G deem to be under pressure.” These 
waters can be added to or amended at 
any time by a change in the regulations. 
Already the Oreti River and parts of 
the Mataura River and its tributaries 
in Southland have been added to the 
designated waters list.

In future to access the designated waters 
Non-Residents will be required to apply 
to enter a ballot for a day’s access and pay 
an additional $40 - $50/day to fish such 
waters. Access for any designated stream 
will be restricted to five days per season, 
and access in weekends will be denied.

Non-Residents, including backcountry 
fishers that use DoC huts and walking 
trails, will pay a 50% premium on the 
Resident fee and will be denied access in 
the peak summer period.

The VFFA is of the view that the already 
introduced licence fee and the proposed 
fees and restrictions are both at odds with 
an agreement struck between Australia 
and New Zealand - the Closer Economic 
Relations (CER).

The CER was established in 1980 and by 
2004, both sides of the Tasman agreed 
with the objective of creating a ‘single 
economic market’ in which businesses, 

consumers and investors could operate 
‘seamlessly’ across the Tasman.

Further, in October 2022, a NZ/Australia 
joint Trade Ministers’ statement referred 
to ‘our shared interest in tourism, 
including the nature of the challenges to 
the recovery of the tourism sector and 
making the industry more sustainable.'

In June 2023 the VFFA made a submission 
to the Australian Department of Foreign 
Affairs & Trade stating that in the context 
of the CER the classification of Australian 
citizens with all other Non-Resident 
citizens is inconsistent with the CER 
agreement.

The VFFA is of the view Australian 
freshwater fishers should, under the CER, 
be provided with access and licence fees 
that are closely aligned to, if not the same 
as, the 'New Zealand Resident' schedules.

Will these initiatives diminish the 
attractiveness of destination New 
Zealand for Australian fishers? It has 
been suggested that possibly up to 30,000 
Australians visit New Zealand each 
year to fish for their trout. Australian 
fishers are both tourists and consumers 
contributing to a variety of New Zealand 
goods and services, so this suggests that 
perhaps both sides of the Tasman are 
losers in these DoC initiatives.

NZ Fish and Game invited comment on 
the proposals. Opportunity to comment 
has now closed. The F&G have made a 
summary of the feedback. The relevant 
web page may be found at:

Designated Waters Licence Proposal - 
Fish & Game (fishandgame.org.nz)
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It’s hardly an insightful comment to note 
that fly fishing has associated activities 
- fly tying and fly casting being obvious 
examples. But there are others. There are 
those who collect fly fishing books, and 
its good to report that the VFFA library 
does indeed include lots of the most 
celebrated fly fishing literature.

Oh yes – and there are those whose 
hobby is constructing fly rods. I recall 
on a Tassie trip some years go sharing 
accommodation with a fly fisher I hadn’t 
previously met who was fishing with a 
rod he had made himself. I didn’t pilfer it 
for a cast, so can’t comment on its action, 
but it certainly looked impressive and a 
tribute to the painstaking hours put in by 
the angler who constructed it.

In my early fly fishing days many years 
ago when living in Warrnambool I, too, 
put some rods together. (It was cheaper 
than buying them.) But mine were 
hideous. As a family we travelled to 
Melbourne a few times a year to visit my 
parents, and on the trip home my long-
suffering wife and offspring would put 
up with me calling into Turville's tackle 
shop where I would spend yet more of 
the kid’s inheritance.

And on a couple of occasions I purchased 
a fibreglass rod blank and all the bits 
necessary to put a rod together. When 
we arrived home I was always in a hurry 
to get the construction done as quickly 

as possible so I could fish with my new 
appliance. Lots of masking tape and 
Super Glue and Araldite were used, and 
endless spinning of sections by hand to 
attach the runners. All very crude, and 
while the end product worked reasonably 
well it was hardly an item of great beauty. 

The Internet is now another very useful 
part of modern fly fishing, and no 
doubt readers will have favourite sites 
they visit. Casting, fly tying, maps, 
new places to visit, even rod making 
... there’s now an endless supply of fly 
fishing information, instruction and 
entertainment that we can view. The 
VFFA has a page at https://vffa.com.au 
that members can check with a password, 
and we also have a Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/www.vffa.
com.au that is always worth a look. 

While there’s now an endless supply of 
other fly fishing sites I would mention 
just three that I view regularly. Philip 
Weigall’s FlyStream digital magazine is 
excellent value, especially if you want up 
to date reports on our local fishing. Check 
https://flystream.com 

Yes, to access all that it offers you need to 
pay a subscription of $24 per year, which 
equates to about five cups of coffee where 
I buy mine. In other words, it’s excellent 
value. The fly tying section of FlyStream 
by Craig Coltman is great for those 

A trout is a moment of beauty known only to those who seek it." (Arnold Gingrich)

"It is not a fish until it is on the bank."  (Irish Proverb) 

"When you fish with a flie, if it be possible, let no part of your line touch the water, but your flie 
only."  (Isaak Walton) 

"Here comes the trout that must be caught with tickling." (William Shakespeare: Twelfth Night) 

"Calling Fly Fishing a hobby is like calling Brain Surgery a job."  (Paul Schullery)

From the
EDITOR’S DESK

From the Editor's Desk
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wanting good videos showing how to tie 
popular flies. 

Manic Tackle Project at https://www.
manictackleproject.com is another site 
I check often. Lots of advertising, but 
some excellent articles too. And the 
team running the site have given me 
permission to use their material in our 
newsletters, and that’s appreciated.

Finally, two sites that Simon Gawesworth 
is involved in are well worth a look. 
Simon was a world casting champion 
when he was a teenager and represented 
England in a number of international fly 
fishing championships. He now works 
for the RIO company and if you do a 
search on ‘Simon Gawesworth’ you find a 
truckload of beaut videos on all aspects of 
fly fishing and fly casting. 

Simon reads our VFFA newsletter 
and recently suggested that we check 
out this site - https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=OY4RJ52tLrE where he 
describes dry fly fishing for trout. Very 
entertaining and highly instructive too.

So here we are in the middle of winter. 
The rivers are closed. We can fish the 
stillwaters if it’s not raining and we’re 
well rugged up. But on the cold winter 
evenings there are three good options – 
tie some flies, pull out a good book, or 
check out some top fly fishing websites 
for great entertainment and instruction.

Tight lines,

Lyndon

Simon Gawesworth is an outstanding fly fisher

It was just on dark when Alf waded 
round the edge of a deep pool on the 
Mittabungra River. It had been a long day 
and he hadn’t seen a single trout but had 
soldiered on bravely. 

Alf sat down wearily on a low bank in 
the gathering gloom with his feet in the 
water, which was just 18 inches deep 
at this point. From his seated position 
he made a few listless casts to various 
corners of the pool, but there was no hint 
of a response. It all seemed futile and 
hopeless. 

He stood, and was about to move on 
when he felt something tugging at one 
of his bootlaces. He reached into his vest, 

pulled out a torch and flashed it on the 
water. The light revealed that the lace on 
his right wading boot had come undone 
and was trailing in the current, and a 
quite respectable trout was endeavouring 
to swallow it. Alf acted quickly – with 
an adroit backward roll onto the bank he 
pulled his feet up out of the water, and a 
very surprised trout flopped down beside 
him. He snatched it up quick as a flash. 
It was a keeper, so he stuffed it into his 
creel. 

You see the tags on Alf’s bootlaces were 
coloured bright red. This might well be 
the strangest way that a Red Tag has 
taken a trout.

This Month’s Yarn ... 
... from an old newsletter.
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This year’s August Annual Dinner will be 
held at the Kelvin Club on Friday, August 
18. Our guest speaker for the occasion is 
Christopher Bassano. Chris hardly needs 
any introduction, as he is so well known 
in Australian fly fishing circles. Some of 
our members have used his services as a 
guide. 

Chris's record in fly fishing is quite 
extraordinary. He started as a trout 
fishing guide in Tasmania in 1993 and 
worked freelance for various companies 
while travelling to Europe during our 
Australian winters to play professional 
cricket. In 2006 he purchased Rainbow 
Lodge Tasmania and sold the business in 
2020

In 2006 he produced two DVDs: 
“Tasmanian Fly Fishing Techniques” Volume 
1 & 2, and these became the highest 
selling DVDs of its kind in Australia. He 
has also written for and been featured in 
Fresh Water Fishing Magazine, FlyFisher, 
FlyFisher (Japan), Tasmanian Fishing and 
Boating News, Trout Fisherman (UK), Trout 
and Salmon (UK) and Fly Fishing and Fly 
Tying (UK), to name a few.

He was employed as head guide at the 
Groote Island Sportfishing Lodge in 
2008, where he and his wife lived for 
six months in between the Tasmanian 
trout fishing seasons. Before leaving the 
guiding fraternity, Chris hosted a number 
fly fishing trips to Japan, chasing Cherry 
Salmon and Char.

In 2018 he found that his guiding work 
was becoming too busy so made the 
hard decision to leave guiding and start 
working for the Inland Fisheries Service 
in Tasmania, thus allowing him more 
time to spend with his young family. He 
is currently the Senior Technical Officer 
working predominantly in Fisheries 
Management.

Chris started competition fly fishing in 
2011, finished in 2019 and qualified for 
the Australian World Fly Fishing Team 
every year over this period. He fished in 
eight national fly fishing championships, 
winning three, being placed second in 
two, and never finishing outside the top 
ten. He was ranked as the number one 
placed angler in the country when he 
retired from competition fishing in 2019.

He only fished in one Commonwealth 
Fly Fishing Championships, where he 
won both the individual and team gold 
medals. Although he was very close to 
winning a World Championship gold 
medal in Bosnia, his best individual 
success came in Slovakia in 2017 when he 
finished sixth – the highest finish by an 
Australian angler in mainland Europe.

He has been instrumental in the 
development of competition fly fishers in 
Australia, running courses with French 
national team member, Yannick Rivierre, 
and later multiple world champion, 
Martin Droz from the Czech Republic. 
Most of the flies and techniques used by 
Australian competition anglers on rivers 
today were introduced during these 
courses. Some of Christopher’s flies are 
produced by Fulling Mill for commercial 
sale and can be purchased from tackle 
shops around the country.

It goes without saying that Chris is 
an exceptional fly fisher, and will be 
so well-worth hearing at our Annual 
Dinner, where he will speak about the 
management and organisation of the 
Tasmania trout fishery, a topic of great 
interest to us.

Note the date – Friday, August 18, 6:30pm 
at the Kelvin Club.

Our August Annual Dinner
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The Australian Trout Foundation is an 
environmental Foundation; its mission 
being to protect, maintain and improve 
our trout fishery and waterways for now 
and for future generations to come.

Over the past six weeks the ATF has been 
busy with the Autumn planting season. 
Plants and trees have been planted in 
six sites across the country, including 
the upper Wonnangatta River, the 
upper Goulburn River at Kevington, the 
Delatite River near Mansfield, the Ovens 
River near Bright, the Nariel Creek near 
Corryong and the Cobungra River at the 
Blue Duck Inn. 

Some 80 volunteers planted more 
than 10,000 native trees, sedges and 
grasses. The plantings have the aim of 
stabilising riverbanks, providing shade 
for rivers, increasing insect life along 
the waterways, improving water quality 
through the prevention of erosion and 
siltation, and contributing to carbon 
capture from the atmosphere.

The ATF would thank all members of our 
environmental habitat army who have 
made huge improvements to the health of 
our waterways and fisheries.

Extensive preparatory work was done by 
landholders and Catchment Management 
Authorities on the Wonnangatta River 
and the Nariel Creek. This work included 
stabilising the riverbanks with boulders 
and soil and pinning logs and wood 
structures in-river. 

These projects were great partnerships 
between North East CMA, Goulburn 
Broken CMA, East Gippsland CMA, 
private landholders and the ATF. 
Notwithstanding these partnerships, the 
greatest partners of all are without doubt 
the dedicated environmental individual 
volunteers and those from angling clubs 
too many to mention.

Total savings to the various CMA’s is 
estimated to be approximately $35,000, 
calculated on the cost of planting of 

Australian Trout Foundation Report
Trees For Trout Habitat Restoration Events

Hard at work on the Upper Wonnangatta River

Planting amid the inserted structure on the Nariel 
Creek
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A job well done on the Cobungra River. Note 
the large tree guards to stop the deer eating new 

plantings

between $3 - $4 per plant, dependent on 
location. 

You can help this environmental effort by 
volunteering for future projects and/or 
donating to the ATF Environmental Fund. 

Donations are tax deductible if done 
through our partnership with the 
Australian Sports Foundation. To make 
your tax-deductible donation, click here.  
(Press Ctrl and click)

Block out the first week of March next 
year to take part in the “2024 Taupo New 
Zealand trip”! This is early notification 
that the VFFA is organising a group event 
for up to 12 members to spend a week 
fishing the lakes and rivers around Taupo 
at the height of the brown trout season. 

The group will be based at the 
Waitahanui Lodge, Waitahanui, on the 
shores of Lake Taupo, about 15 km south 
of Taupo. The lodge is run by Anthony 
and Bron Bell, themselves keen fly fishers. 
This location is perfectly placed to allow 
access to some of the North Island’s best 
trout waters. The Lodge is located on 
the lake front of Lake Taupo, and is 120 
meters from the mouth of the Waitahanui 
River. Upstream of the river mouth this 
river offers some five to six kilometres of 
fishable waters, all readily accessible on 
well-defined tracks, with few sections of 
terrain more than ‘moderate’ in difficulty.

March is the time of year when the brown 
trout are in prime condition and are 
moving up the rivers from the lake to 
spawn. At times pools will hold a dozen 

fish on which keen fly fishers can try their 
skill – and these fish can be a challenge! 
Given the clarity of the water, sight 
fishing is standard, and the general fly 
fishing style locally adopted is nymphing 
(increasingly Czech nymphing) or wet-
lining (very effective for brown trout at 
night and at sunrise or sunset).

Early Notice: March 2024 Taupo New Zealand Trip 
... from Rodger Muir

Bron Bell with a magnificent brown caught from the 
Bridge Pool on the Waitahanui River
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The photo here is of a cracking brown 
jack caught in late February this year by 
Bron Bell from the Bridge Pool on the 
Waitahanui River, only 150 metres from 
the Lodge.                 

There are also ‘freshies’ – rainbow trout 
in great condition that also move up 
the rivers, providing excellent sport 
when hooked. This second photo is of 
a rainbow trout taken by Ant Bell that 
weighted in at 7.9 lb. It was caught in 
the lower reaches of the Waitahanui in 
February this year. 

I was in Waitahanui for late March/
April this year and had a lot of success 
catching great rainbows on a sinking 
line. Very satisfying to be able to see the 
fish, ‘swing’ the line across in front of 
them, and have them nail the fly. I also 
scored an excellent brown just on dusk 
one evening – obviously not sight fishing, 
but just as satisfying to land one of these 
elusive fish.

These trout are great eating, with 
those in good condition having almost 
blood-orange coloured flesh. This 
comes about from the diet of the trout, 
which comprises predominantly Kura 
(freshwater crayfish) and smelt in the 

lake. Superb taste whether smoked, 
steamed whole, or filleted out and very 
simply cooked in salted water (‘Naked 
Trout’), then served with steamed kumara 
and water cress.

Other well-known trout waters within a 
30-minute drive include the Hinemaiaia 
River (12 kilometres south), the Tauranga-
Taupo River (25 kilometres south), and 
the Tongariro River (40 kilometres south). 
For those wishing to travel a little further, 
Lake Rotorua (and associated waters) are 
75 kilometres north, Lake Otamangakau 
is 65 kilometres south, the headwater of 
the Whanganui River (100 kilometres 
southwest), and the Rangtikei River (135 
kilometres south). 

For those who are keen to do some 
saltwater fly fishing, give some thought 
to tacking on a few days before or after 
the week in Taupo to travel to Tauranga 
(which is a drive of some 2½ hours from 
Taupo) and head out on the harbour  - see 
the article on my experience there in the 
June edition of Fly Lines.

Accommodation with be on a shared 
basis in cabins at Waitahanui Lodge, 
each with several bedrooms and 3 or 4 
separate beds. A continental breakfast 
will be provided, and you will be 
expected to team up with another group 
member to produce an evening meal one 
night of the week. 

You will need to make your own travel 
arrangements to get to Taupo. There are 
daily flights from Auckland to Taupo 
(1 hour). You will also need to organise 
vehicle transport – possibly team up with 
one or more other participants and hire a 
vehicle, and it doesn’t need to be 4WD.  

I will be arranging for the services of a 
guide for participants who want to take 
advantage of deep local knowledge.

At this stage costs are likely to be about 
A$975 per head for accommodation and 

A rainbow trout taken from the Waitahanui by 
Anthony Bell. It weighted 7.9 lb
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food. All costs will be confirmed a little 
later in the year.

If you are keen to participate, please 
let the organiser (Rodger Muir – email: 
rodger-muir@bigpond.com, phone: 
0414 253 890) know as soon as possible. 

Rodger is also happy to discuss any 
aspect of the trip – please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. 

With the closing of a great season, the 
urge to continue fishing is always in our 
thoughts. Did I catch enough? Is there 
another secret location to explore? What 
are the other options to get the “fix” of 
another tight line?  

I was fortunate, and at the time 
(lockdown #1) foolish enough, to invest 
in a syndicate to stock a large dam with 
brown and rainbow trout. Fortunate at 
the opportunity, possibly foolish to throw 
money at the unknown – a dam lots more 
than five kilometres from home and in a 
regional location not known for its trout 
holding ability. 

Fast forward 3½ years and wow, a 
fantastic investment as most of the 
syndicate have not been able to get 
down to the dam and throw a fly or two. 
My first visit a few months ago yielded 
nothing apart from seeing some rising 
trout and few on a feeding beat but not 
interested in any of my flies.

With a determined approach to gain some 
return on my investment, I discussed 
the scientific approach with a mate who 
investigated this in more detail. He 
came up with the day, the time, and the 
indicative weather pattern to chase some 
winter trout. Of course, the best time to fish 
is when you can! In any case we found a 
Saturday morning on which to try our 
scientific approach, with support from 
my son James to see what two old men 
could conjure up.  

We arrived at the dam for a respectable 
9:00 am start, having stopped at a nearby 
café for freshly baked rolls and some hot 
coffee. Navigating a herd of Angus cattle 
just seemed to complement our efforts in 
getting to the edge of the dam. We also 
had a blustery northerly wind to contend 
with.  

We set up 5 weight and 6 weight rods 
for James and myself, and tied on Fuzzle 
Buggers and Damsel patterns, assuming 
we might get at least one fish to show 
some interest. Casting with a northerly 
over your shoulder certainly helped in 

Trip Report - June 2023
... from Chris Gray

James Gray, our youngest VFFA member, with a 
sizeable brown trout caught by stripping a wet fly
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achieving a decent distance in landing 
your fly beyond the still water and into 
the wind-swept ripples. 

It wasn’t long before James was able to 
pull in a fabulous golden-brown trout, 
demonstrating that this was indeed a 
very healthy fishery. As we moved along 
the edge making searching casts I soon 

found a fat rainbow that fell to my Fuzzle 
Bugger.  

This raised our confidence in seeing 
trout that were both in great condition 
and keen to pursue our flies. We found 
an unweighted slow retrieve was more 
successful than fishing dries or weighted 
options, and we managed five trout to the 
net in 2½ hours, with nine others sighted 
but not hooked.  

As for the science, it proved true to form: 
from 9:00 am to 11:30 we had trout come 
to the fly, but then from 11:30 on we did 
not get another follow, strike, or any 
interest from the trout, despite changing 
flies.

Our investment was confirmed as being 
well worthwhile, with three-year groups 
across the five fish landed. The dam had 
been stocked previously producing fish 
to 8 lb, and our stocking of a few years 
ago produced fish in the 3 – 6 lb range.  
Impressive! And a great alternative while 
the river season is closed.   

Retired VFFA President Chris Gray caught this 
rainbow from the same stillwater

I first fished the Salmonfly, the giant north 
American stonefly (petronycus californicus) 
on the Blackfoot River in Montana over 
twenty years ago. It was early July, late in 
the hatch, and we saw only one adult fly 
on the surface drifting over a dark pool in 
a shaded canyon like a diminutive Kon-
Tiki raft. I was with a guide and friend 
Jack Mauer, (Wapititwaters.com) with 
whom I’d fished for many years, mostly 
on the Big Hole and Bitterroot Rivers in 
southwestern Montana. For years Jack 
had talked about this legendary fly and 
its sometimes-quirky emergences, but I’d 
never got my fishing dates right or even 
had a chance to see the adult fly, other 

than their shucks (exoskeletons) on rocks 
or streamside twigs and branches. 

The big insect drifted along a seam where 
two currents met when suddenly a large 
cutthroat rose, its body half out of the 
water as it gulped the fly from above, 
giving the fly little chance to escape. 

“That’s a typical salmonfly take,” Jack 
said. “They usually want that big protein 
fix badly, but more commonly rise like 
that early in the season when the fly is 
new to them. Later, if they’ve gorged on 
them, they can go off them for a couple of 
days.”

The Salmonfly
There’s Paradise, Nirvana, Shangri-La and the Salmonfly hatch on Rock Creek, Montana

... from Alan Pilkington
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I cast into the seam hoping for a hungry 
late season fish who wasn’t sick of taking 
salmonflies. No luck, as my big, bushy 
fly drifted happily along in the shade. 
Ditto in the next pool, and I was starting 
to hope we’d find another run before we 
reached our take-out for the raft. Maybe 
I’d missed the emergence and that last fly 
I saw taken was just a straggler. 

“Try the head of that seam on the left,” 
Jack said. “It’s coming off a rocky riffle 
into water they like to lay their eggs on.”

Sure enough, as the fly drifted into the 
seam a big trout rose and aggressively 
sucked it down in a splashy take, turned 
and ran into deeper water as I lifted the 
rod’s tip. “A brown”, said Jack, “Good 
job!”

Of the hundreds of stonefly species 
(plecoptera) in North American rivers, the 
Giant Stonefly, or salmonfly (plecoptera 
californicus), is the largest and its 
emergences are among the most sought 
after by fly fishermen. It lives in highly 
oxygenated western rivers from Arizona 
and New Mexico to British Columbia, 
and its hatches in Rocky Mountain rivers 
like the Henry’s Fork or the Snake River 
in Idaho, the Madison, Big Hole and Rock 
Creek Rivers in Montana are legendary. 

They compare in angling lore, I suppose, 
to the fabled, long-gone Shannon Rise 
on the snowflake caddis in Tasmania, 
the Green Drake Rise on the Fryingpan, 
Gunnison and other rivers in western 
Colorado, or even the Mayfly on English 
chalk streams. One American salmonfly 
river, Montana’s Rock Creek, is on many 
worldwide anglers’ bucket list. It’s been 
said, “There is Paradise, Nirvana, Shangri-
La, and the salmonfly hatch on Rock Creek”, 
but you could apply that equally to the 
Henry’s Fork or the Madison and a few 
other western rivers.

I believe the insect’s name derives from 
the orange colour of its thorax and 
abdomen, similar to the flesh color of 
its namesake, but I’ve also read it was 
so named because of its importance in 
salmon diets, especially in its nymphal 
form. The adult male can be two inches 
long and has elongated, lace-patterned 
wings which lay flat along its back, the 
common wing configuration of most 
stoneflies, and adult imitations are 
typically tied on #4 or #6 long-shanked 
hooks, even #2. 

It emerges in late spring and early 
summer after as long as three years as 
a nymph, and the hatch can last around 
a month. At that time of year many 
mountain rivers are difficult to fish from 
the bank, swollen from spring rains and 
melting snow as summer approaches, 
and the fly emerges when water 
temperature reaches around 50ºF (10ºC). 
So, much early season water is best fished 
from a raft rather than from the bank, 
and on Rock Creek, either can be a risky 
proposition. The water is high, fast and 
can be dangerous – most years there is a 
fatality on Rock Creek – usually involving 
watercraft. 

The hatch moves upstream from Rock 
Creek’s junction with the Clark Fork (of 
the Columbia River), normally at the 
rate of three miles each day. So, timing 

The adult male stonefly, about 2 inches long
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my fishing in the stretch I prefer to fish, 
thirty-five miles above the Clark Fork 
junction, has an element of luck to it – the 
weather, snowmelt, water temperature, 
water level, and so on. In other words, 
it’s fishing, and like most good things in 
life has to be worked for and is rewarded 
by persistence. It can occur anytime from 
late May to late June, and my previous 
two attempts had either been too early or 
too late.

But this year I hit it just right, fishing the 
second week of June.

Without a raft or a guide I had very little 
water I could fish from the bank. It was 
high and fast, but immediately below a 
bridge near my cabin there was a lovely 
soft edge perhaps thirty feet long, rocky 
at its edge and dipping into deeper water 
that I could easily and safely cast into. 
I false cast, then let a large, fairly non-
descript stonefly pattern I had tied on 
a long #4 hook settle on water almost 
under the bridge. 

It was instantly met by a strong, splashy 
rise, and I was fast to a brown trout about 
two pounds. On my next cast I had an 
identical take but from a larger brown, 
closer to three pounds. These were good-
sized fish for Rock Creek and in deep, 

fast water and with no room for me to 
maneuver on the bank, they came very 
reluctantly to the net. I made a few more 
casts, then decided to call it a day. I am 
no longer a big-tally angler and two fine 
fish in quick succession bought me ample 
stimulation and satisfaction, and I had 
two more days to fish.

If you’ve been fortunate, you will have 
had moments in your fly fishing life 
when you witness, then experience, 
the outcome of a wonderful natural 
occurrence – an insect emergence in full 
flight - and its effects on feeding trout. 
This was added to mine, after over sixty 
years with a fly rod in my hand and 
having fished dozens of hatches around 
the world. But what sets a salmonfly 
hatch apart is the size of the insect and 
the aggressive strikes from larger fish it 
provokes, and if it occurs on a fecund 
river like Montana’s Rock Creek with its 
healthy trout population, so much the 
better.

Mid-morning on the following day I 
fished with a friend, Don Erhlich, a 
retired anesthesiologist from nearby 
Missoula who owns a log home and a 

Wild browns took the salmonfly aggressively. Most 
were 1½ to 3 pounds in weight

Some of the hundreds of dry salmonfly patterns. The 
fly in the centre is a Parachute Adams #14 for size 

comparison
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small ranch near the cabin I rent by Rock 
Creek. Don is a dedicated and expert fly 
fisherman. He has fished Rock Creek for 
over twenty-five years and is intimately 
familiar with the river, its hatches and 
idiosyncrasies. 

The main river was clearing and falling 
but still unfishable, so Don took me to a 
small back channel that forms an island 
that is part of his property. It winds 
through a meadow, is lined with willows, 
and is perhaps a half mile long, and 
when the river is high sometimes it holds 
sheltering as well as its resident fish. It 
has enough early season flow and pebbly 
bottoms to be good salmonfly habitat, 
although it too was running high. 

But it had a couple of runs fishable from 
the bank, and what followed was some 
of the finest dry fly fishing for wild trout 
I have had in a long while – not that the 
fish were much bigger (they weren’t), or 
that there were more of them, although 
there were plenty. But the experience of 
seeing largish brown trout aggressively 
taking giant stoneflies, not sporadically, 
but continuously, for a couple of hours 
before the hatch closed down was an 
experience not to be missed. Don and I 
bought at least a dozen trout to the net 
between us, all brownies between 1½ 
pounds and 3 pounds (15 to 20 inches in 
length), plus a few I missed before I got 
the timing of my strike right. 

It was a stellar day, and at last I’d 
seen and fished the fabled Rock Creek 
salmonfly hatch!

We fished 5 weight rods and floating 
lines with shorter leaders and 3X tippets 
in order to turn the large flies over and 
handle the possibility of meeting a really 
large fish; the aggressive fish were not 
leader shy and we could have fished 
with 2X. Had we been fishing the heavier 

The orange, salmon-flesh coloured underside of the 
fly is where it derives its name.

Alan fast to a brownie on a back channel of Rock Creek. The main stream was high and unfishable
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water in the main stream we would have 
been better served with 6 weight gear. 

There have been hundreds of patterns 
tied to imitate the salmonfly, from the 
Sofa Pillow and Double Humpy of the 
1930s and 1940s (and which still work 
well), to a slew of newer patterns using 
deer hair, rubber legs and synthetic 
materials and foam to assist floatation. 
Some are tied Chernobal Ant style and its 
derivatives like the Chubby Chernobal. 
I have my own pattern, not unlike a 
giant hopper with a dark foam body and 
rubber legs and white or grey Antron 
wings. A size #4 or #6 Stimulator in 
the right colours is popular. A common 
feature of them all is to incorporate some 
orange on the abdomen and thorax. 
Large, dark nymphs are successfully used 
under the right conditions, but they are 
another subject.  

The following day brought a not 
uncommon experience. After an active 
salmonfly rise the day before the trout 
were either ignoring them and eating 
something else, or not eating at all. It 
proved to be mostly the former, and 
through the day we saw varieties of 

caddis, blue winged olives and a few big 
green drakes with fish rising to them, but 
no response to salmonfly imitations. I 
put my favourite all-around fly to work, 
the Ausable Wulff - a split hair-winged 
attractor pattern – and had good success 
with both rainbows and cutthroats. Not 
seeing a brown trout all day after their 
gorging on salmonfly the day before was 
probably the reason. But who knows?  

I’m still learning, but at least I 
experienced two cracker days on the 
giant western stonefly – the salmonfly.

Note the salmonfly in the trout’s mouth; almost too 
big to swallow!

The wind was gusting out of the 
west and rain bucketing down as we 
landed at Cassidy International Airport 
on Christmas Island (Kiritimati) on 
Wednesday, May 23. The thought passed 
through my mind that “this could be the 
trip from hell.” In previous years it was 
pretty dry when we were on CXI, and the 
Trade Winds would blow day and night 
out of the East. 

However this year, courtesy of the onset 
of El Nino in the Northern Hemisphere, 
the wind had reversed and the island 

had been getting a lot of rain out of 
the West in April and May. When time 
came to disembark Zoran, Kurt and I 
scrambled down the stairway from the 
plane, scampered across the tarmac, 
waded through 100 mm of water in 
the spoon drain between us and the 
terminal building, and finally made 
it inside. Another 50 mm of rain fell 
while we collected our luggage, cleared 
immigration and customs, bought our 
fishing licences, and then waited for our 
minibus from Ikari House to arrive. Rain 

A Week on CXI - Christmas Island
... from Jim Blakeslee, who has fished Christmas Island many times.
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or not we were glad to FINALLY be there 
after years of delays and hoping that 
conditions would improve. 

Our “Dad’s Army” of fly fishers was 
made up of three “New Victorians” - 
myself and my friends Zoran Vasic and 
Kurt Nesseler. We were all 72 years old, 
and my 73-year-old American friend 
Randy Ishihara would join us later in 
the afternoon. He was due to arrive on 
the Fiji Airways flight returning from 
Honolulu. 

We had originally booked this trip with 
Gavin Hurley’s Fly Fishing Adventures 
in November 2019 for a week’s fishing 
in August 2020. Then Covid intervened. 
We re-booked flights and accommodation 
three times and were cancelled three 
times. But we persisted and the fourth 
time we re-booked Fiji Airways 
informed us that on May 2 they would 
finally re-start the once-a-week flight 
on Wednesdays from Nandi to CXI to 
Honolulu and return. Hallelujah! 

So, to be safe we booked flights 
Melbourne – Nandi - CXI on May 23, 
which was only the fourth flight into CXI 
since Fiji Airways recommenced service, 
and then re-booked Ikari House with 

Gavin for that date. Check-ins, flights, 
and transfers had all been smooth, and 
our luggage arrived on CXI with us - to 
our great relief! 

I was keen to see what things were like 
at our lodge after being shut down for 
three years. Had there been a change of 
staff? Would the food and service still 
be as good as in the past? Would we still 
have access to decent boats? How was the 
fishing? There was plenty to think about 
as we travelled to the lodge, while the 
rain continued to pour down. When we 
finally turned into the driveway of Ikari 
House I was pleased to see that things 
looked much the same. The staff were still 
helpful, respectful and friendly.

After we climbed out of the minibus 
we collected our bags and moved 
into our assigned rooms. They were 
airconditioned, basic but clean, the same 
as before. And it was still raining. 

After a quick freshen up we walked to 
the dining area and had breakfast. The 
rain continued to fall as we made our 
way back to our rooms after breakfast to 
unpack, shower, change into our fishing 
“costumes” and assemble our fishing 
gear. We had an hour until the boat, 
driver and two guides were due to arrive 
at 11am. A bonefish that took a #6 Chartreuse Crazy Charlie

Our first day - one of seven bonefish Jim caught 
from the beach at Ikari House
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Aside from the four of us, there was only 
one other fly fisher at the lodge that week 
- Mike Nowack, an Englishman based in 
Washington DC. I had met him at Ikari in 
2019. He was already out on the lagoon 
fishing for GTs and we wouldn’t see him 
until later in the day at pre-dinner-drinks 
time. 

By 10:30 I was kitted-out and ready to 
go, so wandered down to the beach in 
front of the lodge. The rain had stopped 
and the clouds were less threatening. A 
MIRACLE! 

I decided to have a cast or two to kill 
time, so worked out some line and 
dropped my size 6 Christmas Island 
Special (a crustaceous pink/orange 
version of Crazy Charlie) onto the water 
where there was a nice patch of sand 
maybe 10 metres offshore. I let the fly 
sink to the bottom for five seconds, then 
stripped and – SHOCK! I was hooked 
into a fish! 

It took only a few seconds to rip off all 
of my fly line and was into the backing 
before I stopped it. Then it ran towards 
me and I had to walk backwards and reel 
like mad to keep pressure on the fish. It 
took off again and made the backing a 
second time. I finally skidded it up on the 

beach and held up my first bonefish for 
2023. What a great way to start the trip! 

I released fish number one (a solid three 
pounder), re-cast and promptly hooked 
another one. I called out to Kurt and 
Zoran to join me and they also managed 
to catch bonefish before the boat arrived. 
I caught another five before we climbed 
aboard TOP SEA, our transport for the 
week, and headed out into the lagoon.

Our guides were Andrew and Lo Lo 
(Randy called him Lay Low), and Dennis 
was our boat driver. They asked us where 
we would like to go. As we had a late 
start and were not wanting to waste any 
more time we selected the nearest venue 
and said: “Paris #1 please.” It was near 
low water but the tide was still flowing 
out as we hopped off the boat. 

I told the guides to take good care of 
Kurt who was at CXI for the first time, 
so Zoran and his guide and Kurt with 
his guide waded west towards Paris. I 
crossed the gravel bar outside of Paris 
and carefully waded into the inner mini-
lagoon and started looking for blue-grey 
shapes. 

For those who haven’t tried to spot 
bonefish before, their back looks a pale 
bluish grey when they are swimming 
towards or away from you. If they turn 
broadside they often seem to disappear, 
especially if it’s cloudy, as the mirror-
like scales on their sides reflect their 
surroundings. If it’s a sunny day you may 
spot the moving shadow of a bonefish 
when it is side on. 

In this case the sky was still cloudy, but 
the wind had died and the surface of 
the lagoon was now slick. Surprisingly 
the polaroiding was quite good. Straight 
away I spotted a bone swimming slowly 
up-current heading towards me. I made 
one false cast and dropped the fly a 
couple metres to the right of the fish. I 
made a 60 cm strip, then another. The 

Jim caught this Triggerfish at Te Ren Flat
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fish spotted the fly, turned and rushed 
towards it. When the bonefish put on 
the brakes and stopped, head down, I 
stripped again and was hooked fast into a 
solid silvery torpedo. 

It raced off towards the horizon. I held 
my rod high in a power arc, the reel 
screamed, all of the fly line was gone and 
100 metres of backing soon followed. 
When it stopped there was some head 
shaking before it took off again with 
another 25 metres of backing. I reeled 
in most of the backing as, typically, 
the bonefish rested and swam towards 
me before taking off again. After five 
minutes it tired. As it was my first good 
bonefish for the trip I gradually brought 
it to the gravel bar for a photo and quick 
measure. It was 22 inches (56 cm) long. 
So, according to Gavin Hurley’s Average 
Weight/Fork Length Chart that he gave 
me on my first trip to CXI, it would have 
weighed about 6 pounds. 

After resuscitating and releasing it I 
looked around to see how the others 
were going and to take a few pictures. It 
was pleasing to see they both were in the 
process of hooking, fighting or landing 
fish. So, as they say, “a good time was 
being had by all.”

I waded back into calf-deep water and 
started heading down-current, stripping 
off some line with my fly in hand. I 
started polaroiding again and straight 

away spotted a bonefish swimming up-
current towards me. One false cast, strip, 
strip, strip – strike, and I was into another 
one. This fish was about 20 inches, so 4 lb. 
I released it, got ready to cast again, and 
spotted another one. 

What followed was probably the best 
four hours of fishing I’ve ever had in 
fresh or saltwater. There was a “conga-
line” of bonefish swimming towards me. 
As quickly as I hooked, fought, landed 
and released a fish, all between 3 to 5 lb, I 
would see another swimming up-current 
towards me. I must have caught (40 or 
50?) anyway, a LOT of bonefish. 

Then the current stopped. After a few 
minutes of slack water the tide began to 
come in and the fish seemed to spread 
out, swimming in different directions. 
Then they went off the bite. Anyway, I’d 
had enough so turned and waded to the 
boat. It was 4:00pm and time to head back 
to Ikari House. 

We talked about our experiences at Paris 
during that first session as the boat took 
us back to the lodge. Kurt commented 
on how hard it was spotting the fish so 
Zoran and I gave him a few hints on 
what to look for. Once we got back to 
our rooms we cleaned up, then made 
our way to the outdoor social area where 
we quaffed a cold drink or two whilst 
waiting for Randy to arrive from the 
airport. 

Then Mike Nowack arrived, poured 
himself a glass of red wine, and told us 
about his unsuccessful day searching for 
GTs. At 5:00pm a huge platter of sashimi 
yellowfin tuna with soy sauce and wasabi 
arrived. Then a bowl of hot, deep-fried 
breadfruit chips. 

At 7:00pm we were called to dinner in 
the main outdoor dining area. The main 
course was crayfish tails, rice, and salads. 
Not a bad start to the trip, all-in-all. By 

A 56cm bonefish from Paris Flat
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8:30 we were exhausted and ready to 
head back to our rooms for some sleep. 

The next morning it was “rise-and-shine” 
at 5:30am. We dressed and wandered 
over to the dining area for breakfast, then 
back to our rooms to put on our fishing 
gear and head down to the beach, ready 
to climb aboard TOP SEA for another 
great day on the lagoon. 

Thursday was partly cloudy in the 
morning and the Easterly Trade Wind 
had started to blow again. We headed for 
Smoky Flats for our first session. The tide 
was running out in the morning (as it did 
the whole week) so we would fish one 
flat until it got too shallow, then move to 
another that still had the desirable depth 
of water for wading and spotting fish.  

Zoran and I did our own thing while the 
guides worked with Kurt and Randy. 
We caught a lot of bonefish, then turned 
our attention to spotting, stalking and 
trying to get triggerfish to take our flies. 
We spooked a lot, hooked some, got cut 
off by the coral when most of them dived 
into their hidey-holes on the flats before 
we could stop them, and eventually 
landed a few. 

Meanwhile, even though Kurt and 
Randy are experienced fly fishers it still 
took them a while to learn how to spot 
bonefish (or follow the guide’s directions 
on where to cast if the fish was spotted 
by the guide first). It also took them some 

time learning to strip the right length of 
line in at the right speed to give the fly 
the action that attracted the bonefish and 
got them to take the fly. 

Learning to point the rod at the fish 
and strip-strike took practice too. Once 
hooked, the fish took off so fast that Kurt 
and Randy had a lot of them break the 
20 lb tippet, or even straighten the #6 
stainless steel fly hooks. They eventually 
learned to back off the drag a bit and be 
prepared to let the fish run, and if more 
drag was needed to “palm” the reel. By 
lunchtime they were getting the hang 
of it. While we were back on the boat 
eating our sandwiches Kurt was smiling 
and referring to CXI as “paradise”. And 
we still had half a day’s fishing to go. 
We would fish another two flats in the 
afternoon on the in-coming tide.

When we arrived back to Ikari House we 
got cleaned up, poured some pre-dinner 
drinks, and scoffed the snacks when they 
arrived. We were left guessing what they 
might be. (Could it be more breadfruit 
chips or spring rolls or teriyaki chicken 
wings or deep fried fish bits this time?) 
Then off to the dining area for another 
delicious main course at 7:00pm. Maybe 
this time it would be more crayfish, curry, 
steak, spaghetti bolognaise, or seared 
tuna with potato or rice or steamed 
veggies or salads? Then off to bed by 8 or 
9 pm before an early rise at 5:30am to get 
ready to do it all over again.

By the end of the week, we had fished 
venues with names like Paris 1 and 2, 
Y-Site 1, Old Poland Wharf, Nine Mile 
Flat, Koito Flat, Te Ren Flat, Submarine 
Flat, Huff Dam, Go Like Hell Flat, Orvis 
Flat ... plus lots more. 

And there are places to fish outside the 
lagoon, on the ocean side of the atoll that 
I haven’t yet mentioned. There are lots 
more good stories like how I hooked a 6 
foot barracuda on a popper on our last Kurt and guide Andrew fishing the “back-country” 

near Submarine Flats
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day that eventually cut me off, or the 
pufferfish that Zoran caught that bit his 
fly line in half. 

Maybe I’ll leave them for another time. 

‘Dad’s Army’ and our transport, called ‘Top Sea’

Guide ‘Lay Low’ with Randy

Trout stockings and fish traps in June
The Inland Fisheries Service (IFS) has 
been busy relocating wild brown trout 
throughout the month of June. The 
spawning run has slowed down on 
yingina / Great Lake and is nearly over 
for the year. Some fish are still making 

their way into the Liawenee trap, 
but our trap at Sandbanks Creek was 
decommissioned during the fourth week 
of the month. We managed to move just 
over one and a half thousand fish from 
Sandbanks Creek this winter to many of 
our assisted fisheries. 

Tasmania Fishing Report
... from Christopher Bassano, 

Senior Technical Officer at the Tasmanian Inland Fisheries Service

Kurt and Jim with a double-header at Y-Site
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The Liawenee Canal is ‘the gift that keeps 
on giving’ and this year has been no 
exception. The run started really well in 
April but a lack of water saw numbers 
in the trap drop off during May when 
the fish are normally running at their 
thickest. Fortunately, early winter rain 
brought good numbers into the trap, and 
to date we have used just over seven and 
a half thousand fish from Liawenee to 
stock other popular waters.

We have traps on only three of the 
spawning creeks at Arthurs Lake. Over 
the last few years most fish that have run 
into these traps have been counted and 
released upstream to spawn. So far in 
2023 we have pushed through nearly five 
and a half thousand fish while relocating 
less than two thousand. 

The IFS trap on the River Derwent 
at Lake King William has not been 
as productive as we would like. Low 
Lake levels has given resident trout an 
enormous amount of river in which to 
spawn before they reach the trap. Most 
fish that do make their way into this trap 

are destined for the Brady’s Chain of 
lakes. 

We have completed a weigh and measure 
of a random sample of 100 females and 
100 males at both traps on yingina / 
Great Lake, all three at Arthurs Lake and 
one on the River Derwent at Lake King 
William. The average length and weight 
of these fish is shown in the table below. 
In the coming months, a more indepth 
look at the weigh and measure totals can 
be accessed on the IFS web site.

Table 1: Average length and weight 
of a random sample of 100 male and 
100 female trout in each of the Inland 
Fisheries Service traps in 2023

An Arthurs Lake fish is measured and weighed at the Tumbledown Creek trap
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Fish species fact sheets
Our Senior Fisheries Management 
Officer, Tim Farrell, has been working 
on fact sheets for all fish species found 
in Tasmanian inland waters. The 
information given covers the distribution, 
description, colour, size, habit, diet and 
life cycle of the fish. All serious anglers 
will enjoy soaking up this information to 
increase their knowledge on the subject, 
and dare I say, help them to catch more 
fish.

The fact sheets will be found on the IFS 
web site in coming weeks.

Lake Binney boat ramp
An upgrade to the Lake Binney boat 
ramp has been completed. The ramp was 
poured when the lake was 2.5m below 
full supply and gravel put around the top 
of the ramp and any boggy areas. It is a 
fantastic upgrade and gives much better 
access to Lake Binney and the Brady’s 
Chain.

The IFS is planning on undertaking 
upgrades to facilities at Four Springs 
Lake. This is a very popular water in the 
north of the state close to Launceston, 
and enjoyed by many anglers. Improved 
walking tracks and car parking are 
possible future projects that will give 

greater access to this wonderful mayfly 
water.

Tagged fish returns to the Liawenee trap
Of interest was the recent discovery of 
a tagged fish in our Liawenee trap. It is 
one of the nine tagged trout remaining 
in yingina / Great Lake as part of our 
promotion. The fish had grown from 
461mm to 515mm since being tagged and 
released in 2021.  If caught, the fish is 
worth $2,000 to its captor. The promotion 
ends on 31 July 2023 and there are still 
39 tagged fish remaining in open waters 

Fish such as these often show up in the Lake King 
William spawning run. They are not all small!

The new concrete boat ramp at Lake Binney

The $2,000 tagged trout from 2021 that turned up 
in the Liawenee fish trap this winter
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The 2022-2023 Journal of the New 
South Wales Rod Fishers’ Society has a 
delightful article by Freddy von Reibnitz 
and Adrian Maroya on popular fly fishing 
books. With their kind permission here is 
a short extract:

Tom Sutcliffe's August 2021 Newsletter 
was dominated by a lengthy piece on 
favourite angling books, which Tom 
introduced as follows:

"When I asked 16 friends (the panel) to 
name their five favourite fishing books I 
realised a little late that the question was 
near impossible to answer. The reason 
is simple. There are just too many good 
angling books to ever settle comfortably 
on a final shortlist.

"But why trouble to do it at all?

"Because of all sports, fishing has the 
richest literature, which suggests many 
anglers enjoy reading about fishing as 
much as actually doing it; because I've 
been a disciple of angling books nearly 

all my life and enjoy spreading the word; 
because there are sure to be a few titles 
here that you may need reminding of and 
a bunch of new writers fresh on the scene. 
And finally, because I hope this piece 
will serve as a useful source for future 
reference."

This seemed a fine rationale for 
embarking on a similar survey for the 
Journal. Accordingly, several members 
were invited to contribute. 

One popular book that was reviewed was 
A River Never Sleeps – by Roderick Haig-
Brown (1946). The reviewer writes:

What a life! Born in England in 1908, 
Haig-Brown briefly joined the British 
Army before moving to Seattle and then 
British Columbia, working in logging 
camps and as a commercial fisherman 
and fishing guide. He served as a major 
in the Canadian Army during the 
Second World War and spent several 
months seconded to the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. He was magistrate 

across the state with a combined value of 
$78,000.

Licences renewals and the coming 
season
By the time this goes to print, we will 
have sent out licence renewals for the 
coming season. This is always an exciting 
time for IFS staff as the advent of another 
season draws closer. It is a time when 
we reflect on last season and make 
promises to ‘fish more’ this season. We 
discuss the various locations we want 
to fish and have missed out on over 
the last few years.  The western lakes, 
Little Pine Lagoon and Arthurs Lake are 
always spoken about, but this year Lake 
Sorell is getting more airtime than I can 
remember. I am sure Chis Wisniewski 

will be writing a long piece for you on 
this water in coming newsletters, but 
what I will say is that I am excited!

On the back of three consecutive La Nina 
years there is plenty of water in the lakes. 
River flows have provided consistently 
good spawning opportunities for 
resident trout and is sure to result in 
large numbers of fish being available to 
anglers. It is too much to expect these 
wet conditions to continue so don’t fall 
into the trap of leaving your next trip 
to Tasmania until 2025. If you haven’t 
already purchased your new licence, 
there is no time like the present.

I look forward to speaking to you all at 
the VFFA Annual Dinner in August.

Good Writing About Angling
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On Wednesday, June 7, nine very keen 
fly fishermen took on the elements to 
fish Millbrook Lakes for our annual early 
winter Millbrook trip. Three of those who 
attended were relatively inexperienced, 
so the opportunity to fish a top Victorian 

fishery under the expert guidance of 
Craig Coltman, our guide for the day, 
presented a wonderful opportunity for 
all of us to catch fish and learn from an 
experienced and highly respected teacher.

Millbrook Report for our June Visit
... from Simon Joel

for the town of Campbell River for 
thirty-three years, trustee of the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada, an advisor to the 
BC Wildlife Federation, a senior advisor 
to Trout Unlimited and the Federation of 
Flyfishers, and a member of the Federal 
Fisheries Development Council and the 
International Pacific Salmon Fisheries 
Commission. He was an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws from the University of 
British Columbia, became Chancellor 
of University of Victoria for four years 
and served on the Federal Electoral 
Boundaries Commission for British 
Columbia.

By the end of his life in 1976, he had 
published twenty-five books, hundreds 
of articles, essays, radio talks and 
dramas. Most were about fly fishing and 
conservation, but he is also remembered 
for his children's books—he twice won 
the Canadian Library Association's Book 
of the Year for Children award.

In the 1970s the American fishing writer 
Thomas McGuane spent a week with 
Haig- Brown at his home in Campbell 
River, British Columbia, and there's a 
chapter in his book The Longest Silence 
about that visit. McGuane wrote:

"Haig-Brown discovered that the 
meaning of fishing lies more in its context 
than its practice: a day alone on a remote 
steelhead river; floating with your child; 
fishing a lake with your family when 
picnic preparations overpower the 

angler's concentration; seeking a fish 
whose race is threatened by your own 
or whose ancestral breeding grounds 
have been lost to town crooks. Fishing 
is sometimes about a disinclination to 
go fishing at all. An important part of 
life, maybe the most important part, 
is the quest by each of us to discover 
something we believe to be more worthy 
and permanent than we are individually. 
Haig-Brown persuades us that the truth 
which angling can lead to about our place 
in nature is one such greater thing.”

The best part of many books is either the 
first page or the last page, and here's the 
final paragraph of Haig-Brown's most 
famous book, The River Never Sleeps. Some 
of the best words ever written about 
fishing - 

"I still don't know why I fish or why other 
men fish, except that we like it and it 
makes us think and feel. But I do know 
that if it were not for the strong, quick life 
of rivers, for their sparkle in the sunshine, 
for the cold greyness of them under rain 
and the feel of them about my legs as I 
set my feet hard down on rocks or sand 
and gravel, I should fish less often. A 
river is never quite silent; it can never, of 
its very nature, be quite still; it is never 
quite the same from one day to the next. 
It has its own life and its own beauty, and 
the creatures it nourishes are alive and 
beautiful also. Perhaps fishing is, for me, 
only an excuse to be near rivers. If so, I'm 
glad I thought of it."
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The weather was bleak with almost 
constant heavy rain and a strong cold 
wind. Nevertheless, we were all dressed 
for the weather and the day was a great 
success. As usual we fished the four 
dams at Hillies, which has a cabin, thus 
allowing us to get out of the rain to set 
up and providing a sheltered venue for 
lunch. 

The fishing was all wet fly, either pulling 
a Magoo (or similar) or fishing a yellow 
blob under an indicator. Water was 
being pumped into the top dam and fish 
looking to spawn were attracted to the 
incoming running water. Craig Coltman 
was quick to take advantage of this, thus 

providing us all with some sensational 
fishing.  

In summary, while the weather was 
terrible, our guide Craig Coltman was 
very patient and knowledgeable, and the 
fishing was sensational. We all had a most 
successful day.

A sizeable rainbow complete with the yellow blob 
he ate

Alec Margolin with his first trout caught on a fly 
after many days trying in Tasmania

Paris Hellgott enjoyed the day despite the rain

Hiding out of the rain on the cabin veranda Andrew Collis caught this fine brown
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Winter is happening and this means that the rivers are closed and we Victorian 
anglers are pulling on our warm coats and turning our attention to the lakes and 
reservoirs that remain open and accessible. So this month we are featuring (again) 
a very effective wet fly that will be a winner on those stillwaters. This pattern 
was first described in our May 2016 issue, but it is a champion fly and well worth 
another look. It is a pattern that Christopher Bassano, top Tasmanian trout angler 
(and guest speaker at this year’s Annual Dinner) frequently uses and strongly 
recommends. 
In introducing the pattern Christopher says this: “This fly originates from Ireland 
and was then further developed by Ballarat fly anglers Vern Barby and, to a lesser 
extent, Craig Coltman. Although originally intended as a damsel fly imitation, it 
still works very well when none are present. The slim profile makes it very effective 
when fish are being selective, yet it still has "pulling power", attracting fish from 
way off. The fly works well on a floating line when fished from the shore on its 
own but really comes into its own in a team of flies on sinking lines. I prefer to fish 
it slowly but it is equally effective pulled hard and 'hung'. I have caught fish with 
this fly on all three spots on the leader but favour the point for the weighted version 
and the top dropper for the unweighted fly. Used on a DI 7 (fast sinking) line it is 
quite effective, but as good as it is, I prefer it in a scenario when fishing in five feet 
of water or less. Not surprisingly, this fly is on the leader somewhere for almost all 
top Victorian anglers when fishing Lake Wendouree , Lake Fyans, and any other 
shallow weedy lakes where damsels are present. It has also proved particularly 
effective in Penstock and Four Springs in Tasmania. Indeed there is not a Tasmanian 

FLY OF THE MONTH

Courtesy of Christopher Bassano - the Orange Bead McGoo
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lake it won't work on. In bright weather, or when fish are slightly spooky, one piece of 
flash can be cut off either side of the tail to increase the catch rate.”
There are three varieties of the pattern – weighted, unweighted and with a beadhead.

Materials needed (Beadhead version):
Hook: 	 Gamakatsu S10, sizes 8 and 10 
Thread: 	 Olive Unithread 6/0.
Bead:	 Orange tungsten bead – 3.2 mm size (and few turns of fine lead wire).
Tail:	 Dark olive marabou.
Tail Flash:	 Flashabou (small).
Rib:	 Fine red copper wire.
Body: 	 Peacock herl.
Hackle:	 Dark olive hen.
Throat:	 Dark olive partridge

Tying Procedure:
1.	 Slide the bead onto the hook and then place the hook in the vice. 

2.	 Wind a few turns of lead wire onto the shank and then push these into the back of the 
bead to hold it in place. Then add some turns of tying thread onto the shank to hold 
the bead and lead wire in place, then wind thread along the shank to the bend.

3.	 Take a clump of marabou feathers and tie them in along the shank so that they cover 
the shank and stick out past the bend to form a fairly full tail. 

4.	 Wind the thread back along the shank and then tie in a couple of lengths of the 
Flashabou on each side of the tail, as per the photo above. 

5.	 Tie in a short length of copper wire, leaving several centimetres sticking out past the 
tail, ready to be later tied in as the rib.

6.	 Take three strands of peacock herl and lay them along the shank with their ends just 
over the eye of the hook, then take a couple of wraps of thread over the herl, tying 
them in behind the bead. Trim the waste then wind the thread along the shank, 
binding the herl to the shank all the way back to the bend. Then wind the thread 
forward to just behind the bead again.

7.	 Now carefully wind the three strands of peacock herl back along the shank to the bead 
to form the body, then tie them off and trim the waste.

8.	 Tie in a hen hackle feather just behind the bead and wind four or five loose even turns 
along the shank back to the bend.

9.	 Now take the copper wire and wind it over the end of the hackle to catch it in. Then 
make loose even turns of the wire along the shank to form a rib and hold the hackle in 
place. Tie the copper wire in behind the bead and trim off the waste.

10.	Take an olive partridge feather and pull the fibres back from the tip so that they 
stand out perpendicular to the stem, then tie the tip of the feather in behind the bead. 
Carefully make two turns of this feather behind the bead then tie it off. 

11.	 Whip finish behind the bead to complete the fly.
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VFFA 2023 meetings & other activities

July
6  Thursday	 Fly Tying at the Botanical Art School of Melbourne – 7:00 pm
20  Thursday	 Lunchtime General Meeting – 12 noon at the Kelvin Club:
	 (Speaker – Bill Jeans: “A Flyfisher’s Trip to Cuba”)
23  Sunday	 Casting at the Red Tag Casting Pool, commencing at 10:30 am
	 (Certified Casting Instructors will be present)
26  Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 6:00 pm at the Kelvin Club

August
3  Thursday	 Fly Tying at the Botanical Art School of Melbourne – 7:00 pm
18  Friday	 Annual Dinner – 6:30 for 7:00 pm at the Kelvin Club.
	 (Guest Speaker – Christopher Bassano from IFS Tasmania. Christopher 

will speak about the management of the Tasmanian trout fishery, 
including stocking policies and the management tools used on various 
lakes.)

20  Sunday	 President’s Casting Day at the Red Tag Casting Pool, commencing at 
10:30 am (Certified Casting Instructors will be present)

30  Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 7:00 pm on Zoom

September
2  Saturday	 Trout season opens again for Victorian rivers.
2  Saturday	 Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Annual Dinner.
7  Thursday	 Last Fly Tying session at the Botanical Art School of Melbourne – 7:00 pm
21  Thursday   	 2023 Annual General Meeting – 8:00 pm, and again a Zoom meeting.
27  Wednesday	 VFFA members visit Millbrook Lakes for some early Spring fishing, 

10:00 am till dark.
27  Wednesday  	 Council Meeting – 6:00 pm at the Kelvin Club

October  
19  Thursday	 General Meeting – 7:30 pm at the Kelvin Club: 
	 Annual Auction of equipment and books
25  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 7:00 pm on Zoom
November
10 - 12 	 Annual trip to Warrnambool

March 2024
A very early notice - in March next year there will be a VFFA trip to New Zealand:
March 3 – 10, 2024 VFFA trip to Taupo in the North Island


