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Our guest for this year’s Christmas 
Dinner is Luke O’Sullivan – Director of 
Fisheries Management at the Victorian 
Fisheries Authority

In this role Luke is responsible for 
facilitating the management of Victoria’s 
fisheries resources. His team delivers 
recreational fishing improvements and 
activities including fish stocking and events 
such as the Talk Wild Trout Conference. 
They also support the disbursement of 
Recreational Fishing Licence funds to 
improve recreational fishing opportunities. 

Luke is a keen recreational fisher himself, 
with a strong appreciation for the outdoors. 
His presentation at our Christmas Dinner 
will focus on recreational fishing in Victoria, 
his reflections since joining the VFA, and 
the State Government’s support for fishing 
in general along with fishing organisations 
such as the Victorian Fly Fishers’ 
Association.

With over one million recreational fishers 
in Victoria who contribute an estimated 
$2.27 billion to the Victorian economy and 
support 19,737 full-time equivalent jobs 
it’s clear that recreational fishing is vitally 
important to the Victorian community. 

Luke will overview current collaborations 
and share his thoughts on future directions 
on how the VFA, the VFFA, and trout fishers 
generally can continue working together in 
this valuable partnership.

DECEMBER 2024

Friday, December 6th, 
Christmas Dinner, 

at the Kelvin Club
Commencing at 6:30pm

Luke O’Sullivan enjoys fishing our streams
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The VFFA thanks our 
loyal sponsors in 2024

Murray Cod Fishing with Cam McGregor 
@ Lake Mulwala – Feb 21 -23 in 2025

Three days of guided fly fishing for Murray Cod with Cam McGregor at Lake 
Mulwala. Boat and shore fishing, and lunch provided. Accommodation at D.C. 
on the Lake in Mulwala in self-contained cabins on the lake with BBQ and 
kitchen facilities. 

Cost is $325 per person per day guided fishing with lunch plus accommodation 
at about $60 per night. Self-catering breakfast and dinner. Please contact Simon 
Joel simonljoel@gmail.com if you are interested in attending 
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President's Message

During November most of us have 
been fishing. The club had two events 
during November – annual trips to 
Warrnambool and Thorpdale. A big 
thank you to Hugh Maltby for co-
ordinating the Warrnambool trip, and 
to Hamish Hughes for co-ordinating the 
Thorpdale event. Without our volunteer 
co-ordinators these events would not 
happen, and I am very grateful for their 
work. 

Due to the weather the two events 
coincided, but despite this the VFFA 
was well represented at both. I thank the 
Warrnambool and Latrobe Valley clubs 
for hosting us. I understand the fishing 
was hard, but enjoyable, and the events’ 
success is due in no small part to our 
generous hosts.

Our November meeting with Andrew 
Mossman was moved from the 
Kelvin Club to my home due to low 
registrations. Andrew was guest of 
honour, and we had a most pleasant 
casual dining evening with members and 
their partners. Senior Vice-President John 
Spragg tabled a number of political issues 
relating to freshwater fishing, and trout 
in particular, that are now on Council’s 
agenda for action and representation. 
More will be reported in upcoming 
editions of Fly Lines. 

Andrew Mossman’s presentation has 
been moved onto a lunchtime slot in 
March 2025, and I urge all members (new 
and old) to attend. 

Our Christmas Dinner is on Friday, 
December 6, at the Kelvin Club with 
guest speaker Luke O’Sullivan, Director 
of Fisheries at the VFA. 

With a number of important political 
issues on our agenda it’s most fortunate 
that we will have the opportunity to 
meet Luke and raise our concerns and 
issues with him directly. The evening 
promises to be a combination of seasonal 
conviviality and political lobbying. Don’t 
Miss It. I recommend all members (and 
partners) to attend. The Kelvin Club is a 
fine venue, and the Christmas Dinner is 
always a very good night. Contact our 
Secretary, Kevin Flynn, direct to register, 
or use the flyer inserted in last month’s 
newsletter. (Kevin’s direct email is 
K2finn@gmail.com)

We have a number of upcoming fishing 
trips (full details on the back cover of 
Fly Lines) to tempt members and friends. 
In summary they are to New Zealand, 
to Tasmania, and Cod Fishing at Lake 
Mulwala. 

Bookings for New Zealand are going 
well, but there are spots still available 
for the Tasmanian trip with Peter Hayes. 
John Spragg is the co-ordinator for both 
trips john@bellingham-marine.com.au, 
and I am co-ordinating a Murray Cod fly 

President’s Message

Simon Joel
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Andrew Mossman in November

Andrew Mossman was invited to speak 
at our November meeting. He is a very 
experienced and highly skilled fly fisher, 
and a very competent fly tier. Andrew is 
also a fine presenter, and his November 
talk would have been well worth hearing.

But unfortunately, for a number of 
reasons, it became apparent that only 
a small number of members were able 
to attend our November meeting. So 
in deference to the time and effort that 
Andrew had spent in preparation it was 
decided to postpone his talk until March 
next year.  

This is a somewhat disappointing 
occurrence, both for Andrew and our 
President and Council members who go 
to some effort to find quality speakers for 
our monthly meetings. 

fishing trip with Cam McGregor of River 
Escapes, simonljoel@gmail.com. Send us 
an email if you are interested in this trip 
or want more details.

After the Annual General Meeting the 
position of Secretary was not filled, but 
I am please to announce that Kevin Finn 
has agreed be our Secretary. 

I would like to thank Beth Hourigan, the 
outgoing secretary, for her work, and I 
look forward to working with Kevin. Beth 
is remaining on the Council, and will 
be co-ordinating the rollout of our new 
website with Kevin and working on other 
important projects. 

Andrew Mossman

Fishing in the early morning mist
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From the Assistant Editor - 
Rodney Hirst

We all know that fishing with friends is 
what it is all about. That was the focus of 
my last editorial. 

Flicking a line brings us so many things 
- friends, mates, amazing locations, 
and social interactions that are to be 
cherished. But I would hypothesize to 
you all at this time that the jewel in the 
crown is time spent on your own, alone.

I find myself often by choice looking to 
“sneak off” and fish on my own.  

Why do I do this? 

For many reasons, but at the end they all 
come back to allowing me to recharge, 
reflect, and be selfish. Selfish about where 
I fish, how fast or slow I move up the 
river, and not needing to look for a piece 
of water that can support more than one 
angler. 

The peace, the quiet, and the freedom 
to fish at one's own pace are undeniably 
appealing. 

From the
EDITOR’S DESK

The Delatite and me Perfection on the Eucumbene

ASSISTANT EDITOR
ROD HIRST

Many men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it is not fish that they are after. 
~Henry David Thoreau~
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It's fascinating how fishing can be both a 
social and a solitary pursuit. While shared 
experiences with friends are wonderful, 
there's a unique kind of satisfaction in 
a quiet day on the water, lost in one's 
thoughts and the rhythm of the river.

The solitary angler often finds solace in 
the serenity of the water's edge. There's 
a certain magic in the quietude of a 
dawn patrol, the soft sound of the river 
burbling, and the promise of a day spent 
immersed in nature's tranquility.

The allure of solitude on the water 
runs deep. It's the chance to escape the 
noise and distractions of everyday life, 
to connect with nature on a profound 
level, and to simply be. There's a sense of 
freedom in being able to fish at one's own 
pace, to explore hidden corners of the 
river, and to lose oneself in the rhythm of 
casting and retrieving.

The solitude of fishing offers a unique 
opportunity for introspection and 
reflection. It's a chance to clear one's 
mind, to let go of worries and stresses, 

and to simply enjoy the present moment. 
Whether it's a quiet evening on a still 
lake, a dawn patrol on a wild river, or 
a solitary session in a secluded stream, 
the solitude of fishing provides a much-
needed escape from the hustle and bustle 
of modern life.

The quietude of fishing also offers a 
chance to connect with nature on a 
deeper level. The sights, sounds, and 
smells of the natural world can have a 
profound impact on our well-being. The 
solitude of fishing allows us to immerse 
ourselves in these sensory experiences, 
to appreciate the beauty of the natural 
world, and to feel a sense of connection to 
something larger than ourselves.

It's the opportunity to reflect, the time 
to recharge, the time to plan your next 
fishing trip with your friends. Until next 
time enjoy the season as we enter prime 
hopper time.

Tight lines!

Rodney Hirst

Brumby’s on the Eucumbene
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Mick Hall has been a significant member 
of the fellowship of Australian fly fishers 
over many years. Sadly, he passed away 
on Sunday, November 10. 

Here are three tributes written recently 
about Mick and his contribution to 
Australian fly fishing. 

The first is from Jim Findlay. Jim and 
Mick worked together as authors to 
produce some significant books on 
aspects of Australian fly fishing. 

From Jim:

Mick Hall:  August 14, 1941 – November 
10 2024

“Mick Hall was a beloved family man, a 
great friend, and a respected colleague. 
He was, first and foremost, a man 
who loved his family. Alaine was the 
centre of his universe, and Mick never 
tired of talking about her. He valued 
spending time with his family and 
was a wonderful dad and grandad. He 
loved meeting people and could count 
many people from across the world as 

friends. And Mick was one of Australia’s 
most respected fly tiers and teachers 
of fly tying. In tributes this week, his 
former students described him as a 
“wonderful man and a great tutor” and 
“an Australian fly fishing and fly tying 
legend.” Indeed.

Mick was born in Bodriggy Nursing 
Home in Hayle, England, on August 14, 
1941, to Kathleen (known as Kitty) and 
Reg. The family came to Australia in 1949 
when Mick was eight years old. Mick 
attended primary school at Dandenong 
and later attended De La Salle College. 
School was not Mick’s forte, and he left 
after a few years.

He began working as a cabinet maker, 
building and installing kitchens, but was 
unhappy there and looked around for 
other opportunities. His grandfather had 
some shoe stores in England. Perhaps 
it was in his genes, so Mick went into 
designing ladies’ fashion shoes. He 
worked for two or three companies at 
different times, this involving travel 
throughout Australia and overseas. 

When Mick was about twenty, his friend 
Lindsay Haslem, from the Red Tag Club, 
took him under his wing. Fly fishing 
began to be a significant part of his life, 
and when Mick’s career in shoes ended 
when he was 52 (despite offers from 
several companies), he decided to follow 
his passion for fly fishing and set up a fly 
fishing school. Mick and Alaine bought 
some land at Eildon and sold their house 
at Chirnside Park. At Eildon, Mick 
worked with Jarvis Walker, who helped 
finance the construction of a barn to 
house the Blackridge Fly Fishing School. 
At the same time the company put out a 
range of rods and other fly fishing tackle 
and equipment under the Blackridge 

Mick Hall died recently

Mick Hall
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label. Jarvis Walker did much to help Mick 
with product and advertising.

Mick taught hundreds of people how to 
tie trout flies. Over time he became an 
internationally renowned fly fisher and fly 
tier, travelling to New Zealand, Norway, 
Sweden, England, Italy, and the United 
States.

Fly fishing was not Mick’s only interest. 
His photographs of aquatic insects and 
of trout flies were extraordinarily good. 
He loved gold detecting in his spare time 
and became quite skilled. Alaine says 
the proceeds paid for many of his fishing 
books. And he was a painter. In earlier 
years Mick painted and sold landscapes. 
I wonder how many people own an 
original Mick Hall! 

In 2004, Mick had his first heart attack 
while in Tasmania. Despite his health 
concerns, he continued his fly fishing 
business for several years. However, in 
2011 Mick had another heart attack. It 
meant the end for Eildon, and in 2015, he 
and Alaine retired to Alfredton in Ballarat.

Mick always had some new project 
in mind. For many years he wrote the 
column ‘Fly Talk’ for Bill Classon’s 
magazine, Freshwater Fishing Australia, 
and, later, ‘The Dusty Chase’. Mick was a 

founding member, past president, editor 
and life member of the Joseland Society, a 
club for people interested in books about 
fish and fishing. He was also the founder, 
inaugural President and life member 
of the Southern Fly Fishers. He later 
established the Yarra Valley Fly Fishers 
and was a founding director, with Phil 
Bailey, of the Australian Trout Foundation.

Mick met Alaine in 1978. Alaine also 
lived in Chirnside Park, and one day, 
when Alaine was visiting a friend, Mick 
called in to pick up some fishing gear. 
Alaine’s friend introduced them, and as 
Alaine said, that was it. Ten months later 
they married, and the couple lived at 
Chirnside Park for twenty years before 
moving to Eildon and then, in retirement, 
to Alfredton.

Mick loved his fishing books, especially 
the English classics. He had an 
outstanding collection, including books by 
Halford and Skues. Amongst Australian 
writers, Mick had the most tremendous 
respect for Dick Wigram, both as a fly tier 
and writer. Unsurprisingly, Mick turned 
his hand to writing books. Over the past 
few years, he co-authored two books 
about Australian angling: The Bredbo 
in 2021 and Wigram’s Fly Box in 2024. 
Wigram’s Fly Box, in particular, reflected 
his deep interest in and knowledge of 
Australian angling history and aquatic 
entomology. Alaine was his secretary and 
proofreader.

Mick has left his mark on the world and 
will be remembered fondly by his family, 
of course, but also by the many thousands 
he touched through his writing and his 
work in fly fishing and fly tying.

Mick asked for his ashes to be spread on a 
favourite river, the Rubicon at Thornton. 
It is a fine resting place for one of the best 
known people of Australian angling.

Vale, Mick.”

Mick was a very clever and creative fly tier
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The following notes are taken from a 
tribute written by Tom White for the 
Australian Trout Foundation.

“In the early hours of Sunday, November 
10, at the age of 82 Denys Michael 
John Hall (better known as “Mick”) 
passed away, following years of battling 
complications from heart disease. 

He was a huge personality within the 
Australian fly fishing scene. Mick was 
one of a kind, and undeniably the most 
stringent supporter of trout you could 
find anywhere in Australia. He was a 
founding member and only Life Member 
of the Australian Trout Foundation, along 
with being the founding President of 
Yarra Valley Fly Fishers and the Southern 
Fly Fishers (where he was also a Life 
Member). 

He ran the ‘Blackridge Fly Fishing 
School’ from his property at Eildon 
for many years, gave regular fly tying 
demonstrations at countless fishing clubs, 
did a weekly fly tying school at Hook-Up 
Bait and Tackle store, and had a regular 
weekly spot on Melbourne radio giving 
updated fishing reports on the Goulburn 
and Rubicon Rivers. 

He also fished in the famous ‘Jackson 
Hole - One Fly’ competition in the USA, 
and judged in the World Fly Tying 
Championships in Italy, where he made 
lifelong friendships with Hans Van 
Klinken, Enrico Puglisi, and Jack Dennis 
among others.

Mick was also a regular columnist with 
his Fly Talk segment in Freshwater Fishing 
magazine over many years.

He was a fly tying innovator, 
documenting the insects that dominated 
the trout food chain in Australia and 
then creating new patterns to match. He 
was also involved in the early “Fly Tiers 
Guild”, which developed a record of 
fly patterns in Australia (the Guild flies 

are on display on the walls of the YVFF 
clubrooms). 

In 2012 Mick was the recipient of the “Jack 
Ritchie Award”, a very prestigious medal 
awarded by the Victorian Fly Fishers’ 
Association (VFFA), for his untiring work 
with the Australian Trout Foundation for 
the benefit of all trout fishers. Mick was 
only the seventh recipient in the Award’s 
history, with the first (posthumous) 
recipient being James Youl (who originally 
brought trout to Australia).

Being an avid collector of fishing books, 
Mick was also a member of the “Joseland 

The Jack Ritchie Medal

Mick receiving his Jack Ritchie Award from 
President Rick Dugina
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Society” and co-wrote several books 
with Jim Findlay on early fly patterns, 
including “The Bredbo” and “Wigram’s 
Fly Box”, the latter being Mick’s last book. 

Mick was an exceptionally generous 
person, giving his time (and flies) to 
anyone who would sit and listen. As Tom 
asserts: “I have in my collection some of 
Mick’s original ties that I will treasure, but 
also many that I have copied and used 
regularly to great effect. I rate Mick’s fly 
patterns to be as good as any you will 
find, anywhere!”

As Mick’s health deteriorated, he and his 
wife Alaine moved to Ballarat, where he 
became involved with the Ballarat Fly 
Fishers. He remained a dear personal 
friend of mine.”

Trevor Hawkins wrote: “It’s with a 
heavy heart that I’ve just learned of the 
passing of my old mate Mick Hall in 

the early hours of this morning. If I had 
to choose one word that I think best 
described Mick it would be ‘enthusiastic’. 
Everything he tackled he did with an 
enthusiastic excitement, whether it be 
teaching fly tying, fighting to save our 
Australian fly fishing history for the next 
generation, forming groups to further 
the safeguarding of wild trout and their 
environment, and promoting fly fishing 
and fly tying to anyone who would listen. 
I’ll miss you, mate; our long chinwags 
about all things trout and trouting, me 
sketching beside you at fishing shows 
while you tied up flies specifically to 
match the hatch of our Aussie insects, and 
always again with such enthusiasm. 

The fly fishing world has lost a true 
warrior today, and I’ve lost a good mate. 
My sincerest condolences to Alaine and 
family.”

The Jack Ritchie Award

Mick caught a lot of fine fish
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It is also very sad to report the death of 
another significant Australian fly fishing 
personality. John Killip, Monaro fly fisher, 
guide and VFFA correspondent in recent 
months, died in Cooma on November 15.

John and his wife Margaret migrated 
to Australia from the Isle of Man and 
first settled in Sydney, where John 
was employed by IBM. However, his 
first introduction to Australia was as 
a competitor in the 1962 Perth (West 
Australia) Commonwealth Games as a 
member of the Isle of Man cycling road 
racing team. John continued his love of 
cycling, never missing a tour race on 
television.

A change in lifestyle for the Killips 
resulted in their relocation to Nimmitabel, 
a small town in the Monaro region in 
south-east New South Wales. They 
purchased a motel there. Margaret ran 
the motel, while John, after preparing 
daily breakfasts for their clients, followed 
his passion for fly fishing and guiding 
through the day. In the evenings John 
followed a second passion – for Penfolds 

red wines as the waiter complementing 
their renowned home cooking served up 
in the motel dining room.   

From Nimmitabel the Maclaughlin River 
and Bobundara Creek were home streams 
for John.

Fly fishing in New Zealand was their go 
to holiday activity, and they were regular 
fishers of the Nelson lakes in Marlborough 
and the Mataura River in Southland.

More recently John and Margaret retired 
to Cooma, where John and Margaret (also 
a highly competent fly fisher) spent many 
a day, with a picnic lunch, fishing the 
Thredbo, Eucumbene and Murrumbidgee 
rivers. VFFA members will remember his 
sage reports from the Monaro for our Fly 
Lines newsletters.

The Sad Passing of John Killip

John Killip

John’s Fly Box – with a real live red spinner coming 
in to check out John’s Red Spinners
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John’s fly tying skills delivered works 
of art. His son-in-law took the photo (on 
the previous page) of his fly box on an 
evening fishing with John. Even a visiting 
red spinner was fooled with his red 
spinner patterns. 

John was 84, and is survived by wife 
Margaret, daughters Chrissy and Jo, and 
four grand-children.

A memorial service was held for John on 
November 24 in Cooma.

John in action on one of his favourite streams
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Some Notes from the Monaro Acclimatisation Society (NSW)

Hi all, it has been a bittersweet year for the 
Monaro fishery. Firstly, we have seen a fourth 
consecutive year of good seasonal conditions, 
but also a threat to our trout angling future 
from the introduction of stocking bans.

The season started dry but the forecast El 
Nino did not eventuate, and good rain in 
November and December ensured that flows 
were maintained over summer, and reasonable 
falls from April onwards provided excellent 
spawning flows. In fact the Kydra never fell to 
less than what I would describe as semi-spate 
throughout autumn. 

The season was not totally without setbacks, 
however. As I foresaw in last year’s newsletter, 
a spell of hot weather in February led to what 
I believe were isolated fish kills being reported 
in the Kybeyan, around the Hall area in 
particular. I believe that these kills were likely 
related to the good water levels of the past 
three years allowing fish to colonise stretches 
of streams that would be marginal in periods 
of high temperatures. This probably occurs 
in many streams, but largely goes unnoticed. 
In any event the affected area still appeared 
to have a reasonable population of fish later 
in the season, and the Hatchery had a few 
advanced brown trout fingerlings that they 
distributed in the area once conditions cooled 
down, for which I am extremely grateful.

The bitter side of the season relates to the 
bans on stocking trout in certain streams that 
were imposed early in the season. Most of 
you will be aware of this already, but for those 
who don’t (and for the record), trout and trout 
fishing in NSW is facing a new challenge that 
puts into doubt its sustainability. The following 
explanation is a combination of material that 
Steve Samuels and I put together early in the 
piece.

The threat stems from a concerted effort 
by environmental researchers to use the 

threatened species legislation and process to 
demonise trout, with a view to eradicating 
them from NSW. Under the Threatened 
Species process, a species can be declared to 
be threatened. Part of the declaration process 
provides for actions to be implemented to 
reduce the threat to the species concerned. 
When it comes to aquatic species in the 
mountain regions of NSW, this always consists 
of either a ban on stocking trout, or eradicating 
trout.

While native species are important, the attack 
on trout is often mounted with very limited 
evidence regarding the extent of the impact 
from trout, and in some cases in contradiction 
of the evidence. It now has become common 
practice for the threat from trout to be 
couched in terms of “believed”, “suspected” 
or “inferred”. Despite countless studies the 
interaction is not defined.

And so it is that the Monaro Acclimatisation 
Society is now facing sanctions on trout 
stocking from two threatened species 
declarations. We believe that these declarations 
and the work leading up to them were kept 
secret from angling groups by authorities, 
which severely restricted our ability to 
respond. 

In August 2023, Steve Samuels, then President 
of the Monaro Acclimatisation Society (MAS) 
and I were informed by NSW Fisheries of 
trout stocking bans that would apply to several 
Snowy River Catchment streams as well as the 
Murrumbidgee River, and Adjungbilly Creek.

In the Snowy River catchment, a part of 
the population of a relatively abundant and 
widespread Galaxia, G Olidus, or Mountain 
Galaxia, was reclassified as a new species G 
Terenasus, or Round Snout Galaxias. Stream 
sampling previously carried out apparently 
found that it met the criteria as endangered 
under the EPBC Act. These surveys were 

The 2024 Newsletter - from Secretary Rod Whiteway
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conducted in a limited number of waterways to 
establish a limited population of G. Terenasus, 
but it seems that not all waterways capable of 
containing G. Terenasus were surveyed. As a 
result, this limited surveying ensured that the 
two major reasons for listing G. Terenasus, its 
restricted range and numbers, were met. This 
is convenient at best and deceitful at worst.

The fact that G. Terenasus has been co-
existing with trout in these streams for over 
130 years, and that in sampling conducted 
in the Snowy Catchment up until 2015, its 
numbers were shown to be static or increasing, 
seems to account for nothing. As a result, 
the Commonwealth Scientific Committee 
recommended banning trout stocking in the 
entire Snowy River catchment. Fortunately, 
though I say this very much with tongue in 
cheek, some credit must be given to NSW 
Fisheries who have seen the ludicrous 
nature of the blanket Commonwealth 
recommendation, and implemented the 
stocking bans under requirements of the 
NSW Trout Stocking Management Plan that 
only requires stocking to be banned within 
a five kilometre radius of the sites where the 
endangered species has been found.

Still, we are now faced with stocking bans in 
all the mid sections of the Maclaughlin River, 
which is the premier section of trout stream in 
Australia. Bans will also apply to most of the 
fishable water on the Delegate River, all the 
water in the Snowy River from below Dalgety 
to well upstream, and much of Cambalong 
Creek.

The affected section of the Snowy River is 
the Dalgety town reach, and on the Delegate 
River it includes the Delegate town reach. 
Both towns have a caravan park on the rivers 
concerned, and for small rural communities 
taking away the trout fishing is likely to have 
a significant economic affect. We have been 
informed though that economic and social 
effects are irrelevant to listing a species as 
endangered.

However, this will not be the end of it. 
I understand that up to 15 new Galaxiid 
species have been identified within the G 
Olidus complex, all of which presumably 
could meet the requirements of the EPBC 
Act as endangered and be used to attack trout 
stockings. And the threat is not limited to 
Galaxiids. In the Barrington Tops in NSW 
the listing of a native crayfish threatens trout 
stockings. Where does this stop.

So how is this so secretive? On this G. 
Terenasus issue it seems that the surveys 
were carried out in secret. The MAS was 
made aware a few years ago that there were 
electrofishing surveys being conducted by 
NSW Fisheries and other organisations on 
Monaro streams, but we were not informed 
of why they were taking place. When pressed 
for an explanation we were informed that 
they were routine surveys related to trout. 
We accepted this but little did we know that 
the surveys were not as they were portrayed 
to us. But we know now. Also, advertising 
of the opportunity to comment on the draft 
Conservation Advice was so limited that it is 
unlikely that any anglers/angling organisations 
were able to comment on it. In this regard 
we were particularly disappointed that NSW 
Fisheries did not draw our attention to it.

At the same time, we have also been advised 
that the stocking of trout will be banned in the 
whole of the Adjungbilly Creek near Tumut 
and the Murrumbidgee River upstream of the 
Numeralla River confluence. This confluence 
is a considerable distance downstream of 
Cooma and the ban extends to Tantangara 
Dam wall. Once again, we were unaware that 
anything like this was coming. We have been 
informed that this stocking ban is to provide 
extra protection to Macquarie Perch in these 
streams. But we have not been provided 
with any advice about why this is necessary, 
particularly as we have been restricted for 24 
years to stocking only rainbow trout in the 
Murrumbidgee under the Macquarie Perch 
Recovery Plan. What has changed?
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Despite all this, we support the desire to 
conserve our native Australians but feel 
that trout are bearing the brunt of actions to 
do so. The Conservation Advice identified 
climate change and associated bushfire 
risk, and degradation and loss of habitat 
from poor land use practices, as other key 
threatening processes, yet there are no strong 
recommendations to address these issues. It 
seems to the MAS that the current doctrine 
adopted by many environmental scientists is 
that the removal of trout is their Talisman. 

As was explained to former MAS President 
Steve Samuels: “We cannot do anything 
about climate change, farm stock degrading 
waterways, water extraction or redfin and carp, 
but we can stop you guys from stocking trout”. 
The real and immediate threats to G. Terenasus 
are the same as for trout. We, as trout anglers, 
are prepared to do our bit, but we cannot be 
the sole focus for our environmental problems. 
Tackle the hard issues as well, and I am sure 
anglers will gladly work with scientists to 
get action on these. In this regard our new 
MAS President Kerry Pheiffer is investigating 
whether we can get Government support for 
a program involving farmers in addressing 
stream health. This is a contentious issue, but 
we are not suggesting legislative requirements 
but rather financial assistance for landowners 
wanting to participate.

In the coming season new stocking 
arrangements will be in place and affected 
branches have adjusted their stocking. This 
means that stocking will only be allowed 
outside the previously mentioned 5 km 
radiuses of surveyed sites, but numbers can 
be boosted in these sites. For Kydra/Kybeyan 
Branch, stockings of the Kydra, Kybeyan 
and Bobundara are unaffected for now, and 
we have established new stocking sites on 
the Maclaughlin to conform to the bans. The 
future for trout in the banned stocking sections 
will now rely on natural recruitment within 
and any drift of fish from stocking sites outside 
the banned areas.

My Assessment

The Maclaughlin will be severely impacted. 
I believe that even with a continuation of our 
current run of good seasons, numbers of fish 
will gradually reduce because of the length 
of the banned area (from the Dalgety Road 
bridge to above the Rockybar property) and 
subsequent distances from new stocking sites, 
and also the relative lack of good spawning 
substrate. The first big drought will reduce 
numbers over the banned stretch so that they 
may never recover to current levels as fish 
drift from our new stocking sites, and any 
natural reproduction would likely be negated 
by reoccurring drought effects before numbers 
recover fully.

The Delegate River has better spawning 
potential (though poor willow removal 
practices have resulted in the loss of some 
of this due to siltation) and tends to have 
more consistent flows which should aid fish 
movement. But there are sure to be troughs 
associated with periods of dry weather in the 
area covered by the bans, which includes the 
popular town/camping ground reach.

The area of the Cambalong Creek affected by 
the bans is below the Dalgety Road. This is an 
area of large, lake like pools which I believe 
requires regular top-up stocking to maintain 
viability as a fishery. Above the bridge will 
retain its potential depending on stocking.

The Snowy bans are sad, as due to our recent 
increased stocking efforts and the improved 
environmental flows it has started to realise its 
potential. The stretch above the stocking bans 
up to the Dam wall will continue to be good, 
but access is very limited there. I hope that the 
good flows will help redistribute fish down to 
the more publicly available sections around 
Dalgety Village. We shall see.

We have not been able to stock browns in the 
Murrumbidgee for 24 years, but the brown 
trout fishery remains strong due to the good 
flows boosted by environmental releases and 
the abundance of spawning beds. The rainbow 
trout fishery has been supported by stocking, 
and even though we will still be able to stock 



NOVEMBER 2024 VFFA 17 

the tributaries I do not think that this will be as 
effective as direct input into the river. Expect 
rainbow numbers to fall overall, but this may 
not be a bad thing, as I think that rainbow 
numbers are a bit high in some areas.

Last Season

Now for some better news. I think that we 
have to go back to a period in the late 80s 
and early 90s to find so prolonged a period 
of consistently good fishing on Monaro. All 
the major streams have an even spread of 
good numbers of fish, and I have had reports 
of some smaller tributary streams providing 
good fishing. Successive good spawnings have 
contributed to this situation. 

I did not travel to Tassy or New Zealand last 
season, and only had one day in the high 
country that I can remember, but I didn’t 
feel that I had missed out that much. The 
Maclaughlin was the pick for me, and fishing 
it was made even more meaningful with the 
thought that we may be losing it. On most 
days I fished it, it was like the “old days”, with 
intense periods of activity anywhere between 
midday and 4 pm, mainly depending on 
mayfly activity. 

Consequently I was able to reduce resorting 
to fishing the wet fly blind, and enjoyed sight 
fishing to fish surging after mayfly nymphs, 
duns and spinners. Exciting stuff! Maybe too 
exciting, as I did miss a few on the strike. 

The Kybeyan and Kydra provided similar 
opportunities though there tended to be more 
sipping and less surging. The Bobundara 
was a bit disappointing, as for much of the 
season it had lingering colour, which made 
polaroiding difficult. It did provide me with 
one of the highlights of the season though. I 
arrived at a favourite pool to find four or five 
big browns patrolling up and down a 50 metre 
section of bank, wolfing down duns that were 
hatching close in and being blown offshore by 
a little wind. The sun was behind me, no pesky 
tussocks to trip over or catch up on, and from a 
metre up could see them clearly in the shallow 
water. It was the perfect situation, and it didn’t 

take much skill to position a fly in their “flight 
path”. So visual, so good, as in plain view 
they sidled over to the fly and with head out 
of the water sucked it in, with me being close 
enough to look down their throats as they did 
so. For once my nerve held and I landed three 
beauties, all 4 - 5 lb within 20 or so minutes.

Recruitment

We received our allocation of brown 
fingerlings in Spring this year, instead of 
February/March, and it was made up of 
carryover advanced fish from the previous 
year. Because of the bans we did not stock the 
Maclaughlin, so the 4,000 fish were distributed 
fairly evenly between the Kybeyan, Kydra 
and Bobundara. Being stocked early will have 
given them the chance to acclimatise before 
the hot weather. 

As I have already mentioned, some fish 
losses were reported during a hot spell after 
Christmas. But I don’t think that losses were 
significant, and some extra fish supplied by 
the hatchery would have filled any gaps in the 
Kybeyan. 

Of more concern was the perennial issue of 
cormorant predation. I have been reluctant to 
step into the debate about cormorant predation 
in the past, seeing them as part of the natural 
cycle of boom and bust in the intertwining 
cycles of species. But it is undeniable that their 
numbers have built up along the Kydra as fish 
numbers have expanded with in good seasons, 
and last autumn I noticed for the first time that 
there appeared to be fewer small fish evident. 
However they are a protected species, and 
we will have to accept that it is nature’s way. 
Hopefully the fish population can cope with 
this and who knows it could mean bigger fish. 
On this note, inspection of some spawning 
sites on the Kybeyan and Kydra during 
spawning revealed good numbers of fish, 
many of them an impressive size.

The Coming Season

This season so far is shaping up a bit like 
last season with dry warm conditions leading 
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into spring. The difference is that while last 
season forecasters were predicting an El Nino 
to develop, (which luckily didn’t), this year 
forecasters are predicting neutral ENSO and 
Indian Ocean Dipole conditions, with 50% or 
better chance of at least average rainfall in the 
east between now and November, but probably 
with above average temperatures.

I had a look at the Kydra and Kybeyan 
today (end of August) and they had dropped 
significantly from only a week ago. The flows 
were still chunky, but some rain would be 
welcome, and despite what I have said about 

high temperature fish kills and the threat posed 
by cormorants I think fish numbers are still 
very good. If the rain holds off and higher 
temperatures prevail hatches could be brought 
forward, so if you like fishing the mayfly 
consider making earlier trips. Otherwise enjoy 
these conditions while they last, because the 
odds are that a dry spell is just around the 
corner.

Yours in angling, Rod Whiteway

One of our very complicated Victorian streams
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An intrepid team of eight VFFA 
members travelled to the beautiful city of 
Warrnambool for our annual visit with the 
Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Club. 

Accommodation at the Surfside Holiday 
Park (next to the beach) was comfortable 
and the co-located cabins made for good 
conversation on the green amongst the 
rabbits and magpies.

The executive meetings seemed to be 
dominated by comparisons of CPAP 
machines, hearing disabilities and a 
variety of ailments, but few fishy stories. 
Fortunately these did not interfere with 
the research conducted on some fine red 
wines. On Friday evening a pleasant 
meal was consumed at Bojangles Italian 
restaurant with some of the WFFC 
members.

On Saturday we formed into small teams 
each with a WFFC guide, and dispersed 

to our selected fishing locations, with 
some of us exploring several waters in the 
region.

The VFFA Warrnambool Trip – November 2024
… from Peter Whitelaw

Those Warrnambool rivers can be tight and tricky too, but the compensation is that the trout are often large

Hughie with a fine bream
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Warrnambool is blessed with a variety 
of nearby fishing options, with the 
Hopkins River on the eastern edge of 
town providing estuary fishing where I 
cast to schools of small Australian Salmon 
without success. My WFFC guide Alan 
caught four. Further inland the Mount 
Emu Creek flows into the Hopkins 
River at the northern end of Junction 
Road about 18 km east of Warrnambool 
– a great fishing spot. Then there’s the 
Merri River which flows south, then 
winds to the west (past Jim Blakeslee’s 
vineyard) and past the western edge of 
Warrnambool, ultimately flowing into 
the sea at the southernmost point of 
the Coastal Reserve. Further west is the 
Moyne River which flows into the sea at 
Port Fairy (29 km away).

Roll call and scores:

Hugh Maltby 	 (Event Co-ordinator) 
	 two bream

Lester Walton 	 one estuary perch 
	 and one bream

David Wakefield 	 0.5 (trout hooked 
	 but not landed)

John Fasso 	 not disclosed

Jon Kenfield  
(Gadget) 	 not disclosed

John Spragg  	 not disclosed

Ray (Sunshine)  
Goddard 	 not disclosed

Peter Whitelaw 	 not disclosed

Special thanks must go to Jim and Trish 
Blakeslee who on Saturday night opened 
their house and magnificent gardens to us 
and provided a great three course meal, 
including smoked trout and samples of 
the wines they produce.

We all greatly appreciated the hospitality 
provided by Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ 
Club. Their support for the VFFA has been 
outstanding for many years.

Lester showing off his catch

The Saturday night banquet at Jim and Trish 
Blakeslee’s is always magnificent

Jim sharing insights with Sunshine
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Sometimes things just go right. Not often. 
But this time it did. We were out in the 
clinker dinghy that was looking much 
better since all the swallow droppings 
had been cleaned off. We’d had a picnic 
on board. The sun was shining, and there 
was a nice ripple on the water. 

Then at the edge of a bit of a wind lane 
I spotted a small disturbance. Was that 
a fish? It was a decent cast away, but for 
a change the fly landed exactly where 
I was aiming. Bang! It was a fish, and a 
good fish. And it didn’t much like being 
caught.  

Some piscine ballet ensued. Then she 
tried to inspect the underside of the boat, 
but eventually the net did its work. A 
beautiful rainbow, nearly 3 lb in weight 
and in perfect condition. I don’t know 
quite what got into me, as catch and 
release would be what I would normally 
do without thinking. But this time I did 
think - I thought ‘what a magnificent 

meal my fish would make’. The execution 
was swift.  

I cleaned my fish as soon as I got home. 
Its belly was full of nymphs and a stick, 
which might have been a bit of reed, 
presumably a stick caddis home. The 
flesh was a beautiful garnet red. We were 
in for a treat!

That night we had baked rainbow trout 
with almonds browned in butter with a 
dash of Worcestershire sauce and lemon 
and crispy baked potatoes and veg. It 
was good. Very good in fact. However, 
we only ate a little over a quarter of our 
fish. It did the two of us for another 
three meals: trout and salad sandwiches 
with relish made with fresh homemade 
wholemeal bread. Then spicy fish 
patties with fresh coriander, and finally 
kedgeree. 

Occasionally it is a treat to eat your catch. 
Even if you do feel like a killer. 

Fish Killer
… by Jenny Singe

Some of Jenny’s superb culinary skills
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Some eight of our members headed off 
to Thorpdale on Sunday, October 6, to 
join with members of the Latrobe Valley 
Fly Fishing Club in fishing their fabulous 
stocked dams. The weather was typical 
mixed fishing weather – rain at the start, 
and when the rain ceased it became quite 
warm. 

The fish didn’t mind, and our members, 
as usual, were very generously treated 
and guided by the Latrobe Valley 
members. Lunch was again a magnificent 
barbecue. 

Most of our members fished mainly 
through the morning, with a few staying 
on to fish after lunch. Mike Jarvis was top 
rod, with a magnificent 5 lb brown that 
took a green Woolly Bugger, and Keiran 
Rogers hooked and landed a fine brown 
on his second cast. Bill Jeans parted with 
a solid fish in Robinson’s Dam.

Not a lot of fish were landed, but fish 
were hooked and lost, and a number 
were spotted chasing fry around some of 
the dams. So those Latrobe Valley browns 
were certainly evident.

In summary, another very enjoyable day 
with members of the Latrobe Valley Fly 
Fishing Club. 

The Thorpdale Report

Those Thorpdale dams are large, and well-stocked

The lunchtime barbecue is always a top feature

Well done Keiran – a fine start!
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Two Important VFFA Fly Fishing Trips

As part of its service to members the VFFA 
organises two significant trips each year. 
These are the February trip to Tasmania, 
staying at Peter Hayes’s Fly Fishing Lodge 
in Cressy, and a trip to New Zealand, 
the 2025 trip being based at Taupo in the 
North Island.

To date numbers for these two important 
and highly successful trips (as has 
invariably been the case in previous years) 
are a little low, so our president is keen to 
remind members again that opportunities 
are available for interested members to 
enjoy some fabulous fishing accompanied 
by friends from the VFFA.

Full details of these two trips were given 
in the October and November newsletters, 
and the following notes are a brief 
summary of what they involve. 

First – the Tassie Trip:

This is a week with fellow VFFA members 
at Hayes on Brumbys Fly Fishing Lodge, in 
Cressy. Participants fish in groups of two 
or more during the day and share tales of 
the day’s adventures over dinner in the 
evening. The trip commences on Friday, 
January 31, and finishes on Saturday, 
February 8. 

The address/location is Hayes on 
Brumbys, 1696 Cressy Road, Cressy, 
Tasmania 7302. 

Those attending are responsible for 
making their own travel arrangements 
to and from Tasmania, and for arranging 
their transport whilst in Tasmania. 4WD 
vehicles are not required. 

The cost is $1,320 per person for twin 
share accommodation, linen, breakfast, 
and dinner, and can be paid as follows 
- Direct debit to; VFFA bank account: 
BSB 182 512, account number 9605 47289   
Include your name and “TAS2025” or 
post a cheque to Tony Mitchem, VFFA 
Honorary Treasurer, PO Box 18423, 
Bourke Street, Melbourne, 3001.

Fishing locations are mainly in the North 
and Midlands for streams and the Central 
Plateau for lakes. Some are in remote 
physically challenging locations for which 
you must be properly prepared. 

A Tasmania fishing license is required, 
and can be purchased online at:  https://
www.ifs.tas.gov.au/the-rules/angling-
licence 

Guiding: All Peter Hayes’ guides 
are fully qualified and members of 
their professional body. Drift boats on 

Dermot O’Brien connecting in a large New Zealand river
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Brumby’s, the Macquarie and other rivers 
are a speciality. Depending on weather, 
opportunities exist to be guided on one of 
the many highland lakes including “shark 
fishing” on the Great Lake, and those who 
love wading rivers and creeks will be well 
looked after. 

Guiding with a Peter Hayes guide on 
a river, weir or lake is $600 cash per 
person per day based on twin share, with 
payment to be made directly to Peter.  He 
has kindly discounted the rate for VFFA 
members so payment must be in cash. 
Please confirm with John Spragg if you 
would like to book a guiding day. 

Event Registration Form (ERF): Register 
by sending the Event Co-ordinator a 
completed and signed ERF by email as 
an attachment. Obtain your ERF from 
the VFFA website www.vffa.com.au or 
request a copy via email from the event 
coordinator.

Event Co-ordinator: John Spragg, mobile 
0407 555621, and email: johnrs3175@
gmail.com. 

The VFFA Taupo Trip 2025

In late November there are just a few 
vacancies left. 

The VFFA Taupo trip is on again from 
March 2 to March 9, 2025. It involves a 
week at Waitahanui Lodge, Waitahanui, 

on the shores of Lake Taupo, New 
Zealand, at the height of the Brown Trout 
season.

Evening meals will be catered, meaning 
participants are free to fish all day, every 
day, without having to buy ingredients 
and cook meals. The cost of the trip also 
includes a day of guided fishing (in pairs) 
with a local guide. The guides will supply 
transport and lunch for the day. The 
guides will also provide a daily update 
each morning on fishing conditions 
around the area to assist participants in 
deciding where they might spend their 
day.

The cost is $1700 per person for 
accommodation and food. Airfares, Taupo 
Area fishing licence and car hire will all be 
extra. Airfares to New Zealand are cheap 
at present.  

We will lock in car hire once we have final 
numbers and work out who shares with 
who. It is a three and a half hour drive 
from Auckland to Taupo, and it is possible 
to fly directly from Auckland to Taupo.

There are thirteen positions available, 
and a number of members have already 
expressed interest. If you would like to 
participate, please contact either John 
Spragg (Senior Vice President, phone: 
0407 555 621), or Rodger Muir (Organiser, 
rodger-muir@bigpond.com, ph: 0414 253 
890).

A very pretty South Island creek
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Tough Days

We’ve all been there. A long awaited 
day out on the water; however nothing’s 
doing. At all. Nada. “I'm sure this river 
has trout in it?”

As a professional fly fishing guide we 
have to deal with these days often, with 
most simply due to the law of averages - 
spend every day on the water and some 
will suck. However, we spend a lot of 
time learning to deal with these days and 
ways to turn things around, even to just 
get in with a fighting chance. 

Not every day will be a blue sky day with 
fish out in the open sipping dries. No one 
can control the weather. No one can make 
the fish feed. However, here are a few 
ideas to make the most of those rougher 
days.

Adjust Expectations

Unless something drastically changes 
you probably won’t net a dozen fish on 
days when the river just isn’t playing ball. 
Recently Steve and I headed into the hills 
early on a forecast fine and sunny day 
to make the most of some summertime 
terrestrial action. By 10 o’clock the cloud 
was intensifying rather than burning off 
as predicted, and consequently nothing 
was moving out to feed. So we broke 
our expectations into a new series of 
successes:
1.	 Simply find just one fish;
2.	 Get our fly to him without 
	 spooking him;
3.	 Get the eat;
4.	 Land him.

Then reset and look for just one more if 
we had got lucky.

How To Handle a Tough Day on the River 
New Zealand fishing legend and Professional Guide, Chris Dore, lends some advice on 

what to do when the fish just ain't biting.

(This article is used with permission. Thank you Chris)

This fine rainbow was well worth the trouble
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Fortunately for us we ticked all four 
off fairly quickly, and while the river 
trumped us for the remainder of the day, 
we had beaten the conditions on a day 
when very few (perhaps only just that 
one fish) were out looking for food.

Form a Process

Are you going to spend your day 
working the water blind or are you going 
to cover the miles and look for those few 
fish that are out? 

If working the water then pick a trusted 
method and work it methodically 
through the absolute best of the water, 
and fish it well. Chances are the fish 
aren’t feeding hardcore and may take a 
few presentations to move to your fly, 
so if nymphing a riffle, grid it out and 
work each section carefully. If banging 
deep cuts with streamers work carefully, 
covering new ground with each cast but 
close enough for a fish in the last area to 
have the opportunity to again chase.

If sight fishing and walking the miles 
don’t blow your eyes out looking across 
the entire river. Choose the most likely 
water and position yourself to best look 
into it. Staring into glare and giving 
yourself headaches is just stupid. 

Fish Close to Cover

When fish aren’t feeding, they are in 
cover. Like us. Do we hang around the 
kitchen between meals? If there’s no food 
they won’t be there, so use this logic 
wisely on days whenever the river isn’t 
showing out. Work your flies down that 
deeper side of the riffles and closer to 
that drop off. Drop your dries along the 
far bank side of that current seam. Move 
along that deep high bank, rather than 
walking along the easy shallow beach. 

If there isn’t much food drifting then look 
towards that heavy white water where 
nymphs may get involuntarily washed 
free. 

“At home in the foam” only applies when 
there's enough chow there to draw the 
fish into that position. Otherwise, they’re 
in cover.

Change Water Types

There are many different types of water 
on any given stream, and if you’re just 
fishing the pools and the fish aren’t in 
those pools then your day is going to 
disappoint. Search out the heavy runs, 
maybe the cut banks. Look around the 
tailouts or the outside edges of the riffles. 
Look at shallower and deeper sunny 
stretches, as well as those in the shade. 
Mix it up and go searching for those fish. 
If in doubt, relocate to another stream of 
a different nature. Complacency won’t 
get you anywhere if the fish just aren’t 
feeding, so you simply need to find those 
that might be.

A brown that fell to a well-presented nymph
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Fish Deep

That cute little 2mm beadhead nymph 
may do really well through that shallow 
riffle head when the fish move in there 
pre-hatch, but it’s a far cry to expect that 
same nymph to pitch deep into the run by 
itself if the fish are holding down deep. 
If they are most likely on mayfly nymphs 
then you should give them a mayfly 
nymph and not switch to a stonefly or 
other alternative just because you need 
that extra weight. 

Switch your flies about according to flow 
and depth on tough days so you know 
that you are getting right down in each bit 
of water you hit.

Dores Depth Control PT  are a size 14 
do-it-all pattern in four different weights 
so you can make sure you are feeding 
the fish as the river’s depth or its flow 
changes. If that fish isn’t hitting the 2 mm 
bead, switch to a 2.8 mm. Still nothing? 
Try the 3.5 mm bead. An extra foot of 
depth can make all the difference when 
fish aren’t lifting.

Streamers

Chuck them some meat! 

Sometimes if they just aren’t feeding you 
need to make them attack. Play on their 
territorial instincts. Look for spill ins, drop 
offs, deeper guts and undercut banks - 
anywhere fish will make it their own, then 
pitch them a streamer. And I don’t mean 
a small streamer - give them something 
to chase!  Mr Glisters, Sex Dungeons 
and Mini Dungeons all have that pulling 
power. And don’t be subtle! Smack them 
in and rip them back. Excite the fish into 
chasing.

So be methodical and keep on working 
the water on days where very little is 
happening. If the same old, same old isn’t 
producing, then try something that may!

If you look carefully the nymph this one fell to is still caught in his upper lip
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Under the line
A Review of a New Centennial Edition, by Alan Pilkington

In 1918 Ernest Hemingway, then nineteen 
years of age, was severely wounded in 
Italy when he was a volunteer Red Cross 
ambulance driver toward the end of 
WW1. 

He recovers in a hospital in Milan, returns 
to the United States, starts his writing 
career as a newspaper reporter, and later, 
in his early twenties, finds himself in Paris 
as a young writer, part of what became 
known as ‘the lost generation’ of young 
émigré American writers and artists. 

There, he writes In Our Time, a collection 
of short stories and sketches about his 
early life. First published in 1924, he 
expands it in a later 1925 edition. In it, we 
meet Nick Adams, an autobiographical 
character closely resembling the young 
Hemingway, and in a two-part story, Big 
Two-Hearted River, we’re introduced to the 
restorative value of fishing and solitude, 
in this case for brook trout in Michigan’s 
then semi-remote Upper Peninsula.

Nick returns from the war damaged 
physically and emotionally, and he 
revisits the river of his childhood, alone, 
seeking peace and spiritual recovery. In 
reality it was the Fox River, and some 
historians have concluded that he fished 
its East Branch; but naming it the Big 
Two-Hearted gave the subject more 
meaning and resonance Hemingway 
obviously believed. It is an allegory most 
fly fishermen can relate to - the restorative 
value of time on the water, although in 
Nick’s case he fished with grasshoppers 
which he keeps in a bottle with a wooden 
plug hung around his neck with twine. 
Many of us, myself included, started our 
journey this way - with hoppers, before 
moving on to the feathered fly.

Nick finds the landscape of his youth 
burned and still blackened, a literary 
reference we imagine to the destruction 
of the war. He hikes further than he 
originally planned, with a heavy pack, 
makes a simple camp, catches hoppers, 
walks to a swamp with a stream flowing 
through it, and catches and loses trout 
including a particularly large one which 
is lost. He progressively starts to recover. 
The story closes optimistically; signifying 
this, it reads: “There were plenty of days 
coming when he could fish the swamp.”

I first encountered Big Two-Hearted River 
as a university student in Melbourne 
in the early 1960s. It was in a separate 
Hemingway collection titled The First 
Forty-Nine Stories, and I was entranced by 
his writing (and still am, sixty-five years 
later), especially Big Two-Hearted River. 
In my university years I found much to 
relate to in Nick, and his quest for solitude 
on the water still resonates within me. 
Then, I would pack a few books in a 
rucksack, a fly rod and a .22 rifle, and hike 
into our cabin at Enochs Point on the Big 
River, usually alone. 

I once made the arduous hike from the 
Victorian high plains down into the 
Wonangatta Valley on a hot summer’s 
day. I reached the Dry River’s junction 
with the Wonangatta River, where I made 
a camp for a week, caught trout in the 
Wonangatta River and Conglomerate 
Creek, and shot rabbits with my .22 
rifle. The trout were cooked in a frying 
pan with salt and butter; the rabbits 
were boiled in a billy with onions and 
potatoes. I don’t know if I was emulating 
Hemingway or if we just had similar ideas 
as young men about rest and recovery and 

  … by Ernest Hemingway
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the pleasure of trout fishing and being 
alone in the bush.

In 2024 a centennial edition of Big Two-
Hearted River was published by Mariner 
Classics, with a foreword by John 
Maclean, the son of Norman Maclean, 
author of another angling classic, A River 
Runs Through It. Himself an author and 
fly fisherman, John Maclean fills in many 
blanks about Hemingway’s writing of the 
two-part story. He also talks of recovery 
by water and the outdoors in his own life, 
and that of his father. 

Although thought of by some literary 
critics as a minor developing work in 
Hemingway’s canon, and overshadowed 
by masterpieces that followed – The Sun 
Also Rises, A Farewell to Arms, For Whom 
the Bells Toll and The Old Man and The Sea 
- it is Hemingway’s writing I return to 

most frequently. To me, it is foundational. 
We see the early development of 
Hemingway’s simple, short and 
economical style, and his themes of the 
human condition, resilience and the 
desolation of war. 

At one level the story is simple – a young 
man hikes through tough country, camps 
by a river, catches trout and feels good. At 
another, deeper level, it is quite profound. 
Take your pick. This is a beautifully 
published, small hard cover edition of 
sixty pages, illustrated with engravings of 
brook trout, Nick’s camp, and angling and 
river scenes, by distinguished printmaker 
and illustrator Chris Wormell. Well 
worth a read and a place on any angler’s 
bookshelf.

Wonnangatta River - from The Middle of Everwhere website
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John Gierach, fly fishing author, dies at 77
… from Alan Pilkington in Seattle

John Gierach, an author and wise, witty 
commentator on the fly fishing life, died 
on October 3 in Colorado, at age 78, the 
New York Times reported recently. It said, 
“In a sport often considered a pastime for 
the well-to-do, he spoke to fly fishing’s 
everyman appeal. He was, as one of his 
book titles suggested, a “trout bum.” The 
expensive outfitters, private rivers and $700 
a day guides? Not for him. To have a good 
day on the stream, all he needed was a 
decent rod, the right fly and a strong cup of 
coffee.”  
"When he began writing in the 1970s, the 
voluminous literature around fly fishing 
tended to be self-serious, reverent and 
snobbish. Mr Gierach bought something 
different: humour, irony and self-
awareness,” the Times said.
“John was down home,” said Nick Lyons, 
a publisher, English professor and himself 
a noted angling author of titles like Spring 
Creek (1992) and The Seasonable Angler 
(1999).” It was a way of life for him, and 
he found all of the particulars of that way 
and knew them and wrote about them with 
warmth and availability.”
Gierach wrote over twenty books on fly 
fishing and hundreds of articles, with many 
appearing in the New York Times, Gray’s 
Sporting Journal and Fly Fisherman. Some 
will remember the back page column he 
wrote for Fly Rod & Reel in the 1990s and 

2000s, and many members will have some 
of his engaging books, like Trout Bum (1986), 
Sex, Death and Fly-Fishing (1990), Where the 
Trout Are as Long as Your Leg (1991) and 
Another Lousy Day in Paradise (1996) on 
their bookshelves. I well remember sending 
copies of his latest titles to my brother 
John, from time to time – his writing was 
universal for brothers of the feathered fly, as 
applicable on the Henry’s Fork in Wyoming, 
the Fryingpan in Colorado, the Tongariro in 
New Zealand, or the Big River in Victoria.
I met him once, in a small fly shop in 
Basalt, Colorado - an unprepossessing and 
engaging man, yarning with customers 
and offering advice on the best flies for the 
nearby Roaring Fork River, and I saw him 
occasionally casting green drake imitations 
amid the Fryingpan’s legendary hatch. He 
knew what he was doing with a fly rod, as 
well as the pen.  
His writing had a unique voice, and like 
other fine fly fishing authors such as 
Roderick Haig-Brown or David Scholes, 
that voice will be heard by generations of fly 
fishers yet to come. 
Vale John Gierach.

John Gierach
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Some Thoughts on Casting 
… from Peter Hayes

•	 Your backcast – must be fast and 
straight. Try it at all angles of rod to the 
horizontal.

•	 The rod tip must travel in a straight line, 
loops must be tight, and power must be 
applied smoothly (i.e. no sudden shocks 
or jerks).

•	 Practice casting up and down a line 
- work on tight loops with a smooth 
application 
of power and a little ‘tap’ at the end of 
each forward and back cast.

•	 Use a very smooth application of power 
(no sudden shocks or jerks).

•	 Check your back cast - let the line fall on 
the ground to see how straight it is. On 
both forward and back casts the wrist 
leads the rod - thus pulling the line into 
the cast.

•	 Keep your elbow back in close and start 
false casting horizontally. Gradually 
increase the angle the rod makes with 
the horizontal up to getting close to the 
vertical position.

•	 Aim for smooth movements, tight loops 
both front and back, and rod and line 
under constant tension.

•	 Increase the tempo, keep the rod 
moving, don’t stop on the back cast, 
add power smoothly, and keep the wrist 

leading the rod. At the end of the cast 
when line is fired out, shoot your arm 
up at 30° to the horizontal to complete 
the swoop and maintain a tight loop.

•	 To learn and develop the swoop keep 
your elbow in close. For longer casts 
extend your arm out on the back cast, 
then pull your elbow in as the rod 
sweeps forward, then extend your arm 
out on the forward cast. 

•	 Practice horizontal casts with tight 
loops over a cricket pitch or over 
a straight line and the swoop will 
develop.

•	 Keep the rod under constant tension at 
all points in the cast. In other words, the 
rod curves backwards in the forward 
cast and forwards in the back cast, and 
is always bent.

•	 My diagnosed faults include stopping 
too long on the back cast. This is 
avoided by keeping the rod moving 
with the line under constant tension.

•	 As part of this you must increase the 
tempo of your casting, i.e. faster back 
casts and faster forward casts.

•	 On the back cast the rod is taken back 
then travels in a tiny loop to bring it 
forward again.

•	 The double haul needs to be faster and 
sharper to generate greater line speed.

•	 The snake roll cast - when line is 
downstream and you want to roll cast 
upstream then draw a circle with the 
rod tip in front of your face.

•	 Casting into the wind needs a high back 
cast. Shoot down and thrust your arm 
forward to maintain a tight forward 
loop.

Peter Haynes
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First Tagged Trout for the 2024-25 Season Captured!!
… Published on Nov. 1, 2024

John Mitchell - first tagged trout capture

The first $5,000 tagged brown trout from 
the State Government’s Tagged Trout 
Promotion has been captured. 

During early October, the Inland Fisheries 
Service, as part of the State Governments 
Tagged Trout Promotion, released sixteen 
brown trout into nine inland waters across 

the State. Each of these fish are worth 
$5,000 when captured by a licenced angler. 

John Mitchell, from Paradise, was the first 
angler to catch one of the tagged trout 
from Huntsman Lake.

John who has been a long term trout 
angler, received this seasons licence as a 
gift from his daughter and was inspired to 
fish at Lake Huntsman by his grandson, 
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who has been fishing the lake regularly to 
try and catch a tagged trout. John decided 
to spend a lazy afternoon fishing the lake 
in his second hand dingy that he had done 
up, with some second hand rods and lures 
passed down to him by his father. John 
captured the fish while trolling along the 
shoreline and reeled it in. He considered 
putting the fish back, but decided to 
place it in the Esky. It was not until he 
got around to cleaning his catch that he 
realised it was tagged.

Encouraging recreational fishing is part 
of the government’s 2030 Strong Plan for 
Tasmania’s future and this season there 
are still 15 chances to catch a tagged fish at 
the following locations: 

•	 Athurs Lake - 2 
•	 Bradys Lake - 2 
•	 Craigbourne Lake - 1 
•	 Huntsman Lake - 1 tagged trout 

remaining
•	 Lake Leake - 1 
•	 Lake Mackintosh - 2
•	 Lake Rowallan - 2
•	 Lake Sorell - 2
•	 Yingina / Great Lake - 2

To find out more information and the 
terms and conditions of the Tasmanian 
Tagged Trout Promotion visit the IFS 
website: https://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/

South Africa has some fine trout streams – this one the Bokspruit in Autumn
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Mick Hall’s “Scruffy”

In this month’s issue we have honoured the memory of Mick Hall. Mick 
was a very good fly tier and creator of flies, and one of his flies that has 
been particularly successful and effective is his ‘Scruffy Nymph’.

Originally designed for use in lakes, as it is essentially a stick caddis 
pattern, it has won a very keen following. For those interested in the 
details of its development, a comprehensive account was given in 
Freshwater Fishing magazine, Issue 68 – September / October 2004. 

Mick’s ‘Scruffy’ has two attractive features – it is easy to tie, and it 
represents a food item (i.e. stick caddis) that is very common in our 
stillwaters, and thus very popular with our trout. The only drawback is 
that it requires a special glass bead – chartreuse in colour (i.e. greeny-
yellow) - which is probably the major trigger and fish attractor for this fly. 
So this bead is essential, but unfortunately a little tricky to acquire. Mick 
originally indicated that it can be obtained from bead supplier Maria 
George P/L, of Melbourne (phone 9650 1151), and that sewing outlets, 
such as Spotlight or Lincraft, will order them in. They are very cheap to 
purchase, and a few dollars will get you a more than adequate supply. 
The specific code number is S/Bead 8/0 no. 16. 

Another trick that goes with this fly involves a trip to K-Mart. The body 
of this fly is dubbed using a mix of equal amounts of black and olive 
rabbit fur, which is laborious to produce by hand. The much quicker way 
is to buy a cheap coffee grinder. These can probably be obtained from the 
kitchenware section of your local K-Mart store. It’s then simply a matter 
of dropping equal quantities of the black and olive fur into the top of the 
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appliance, giving the button a couple of vigorous presses, and – voila – instant dubbing 
very nicely blended. 

Hook:	 Mustad R50 or R70 (or similar), size 10 or 12. 

Bead:	 Maria George Charteuse bead 

Thread:	 Black or dark green 8/0 thread 

Tail:	 A small bunch of black squirrel tail fibres 

Body:	 An equal mix of black and olive-green rabbit fur, blended together. (The fur is 
ideally taken from Zonker strips.) 

Method: 

1.	 Slide the bead over the point of the hook and push it up to the eye. Place the hook 
in the vice. 

2.	 Tie on some tying thread, build up several turns behind the bead to hold it in 
position, and then wind a layer of thread down to the end of the shank. 

3.	 Take a small quantity of squirrel tail fibres (and don’t attempt to level the ends). Tie 
them in to form the tail, which should be about the same length as the hook shank. 

4.	 With the thread still at the end of the shank, add a small quantity of the dubbing 
mix and start building up the body. Keep adding dubbing as you wind towards the 
eye, building up a progressively thicker body. 

5.	 Tie off (which is easy to do if you own a Matarelli Whip Finishing tool – it can be 
used to whip finish the fly behind the bead). 

So there it is – simple and effective. 

On one of its early outings some 15 or so years ago Mick Hall fished the Scruffy on an 
Intermediate line in a well-stocked private dam down near Leongatha using a very slow 
hand retrieve. There were several other anglers fishing there, and a total of 13 trout were 
taken on the day. Of the 13 fish caught, Mick caught 10 – and all of them on his Scruffy! 

Mick’s Scruffy – the rougher and hairier the better
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VFFA 2024 meetings & other activities

December
6  Friday	 Christmas Dinner at the Kelvin Club – 6:30 for 7:00pm	
	 Speaker:  Luke O’Sullivan – Director of Fisheries at the VFA

January  2025	
29  Wednesday	 First Council Meeting for 2025 – 6:30pm at the Kelvin Club

February  2025	
1 Sat – 9 Sun	 Tasmanian trip to Hayes on Brumby’s. 
	 Event coordinator – John Spragg (john@bellingham-marine.com.au)
20  Thursday	 General Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00pm at the Kelvin Club:.
	 “Liar’s Night” - where members report on their summer fishing
21 Fri - 23 Sun	 Mulwala Cod Fishing Trip 
	 Event coordinator – Simon Joel (simonljoel@gmail.com)
26  Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 7:00pm on Zoom

March  2025
2 Sun – 9 Sun	 VFFA trip to Taupo in the North Island of New Zealand
	 Event coordinator – John Spragg (john@bellingham-marine.com.au)
19  Wednesday 	 VFFA members visit Millbrook Lakes
20  Thursday	 General Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00pm at the Kelvin Club
26  Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 6:30pm at the Kelvin Club

April 2025	
11 Fri - 13 Sun	 Annual Big River Weekend
	 Event coordinator – John Pilkington (jpilks@vicbar.com.au)
17  Thursday	 General Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00pm at the Kelvin Club
Fri 18 – Sun 20	 Easter 2025
30  Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 7:00pm on Zoom

May 2025
15  Thursday	 General Meeting – 7:30pm at the Kelvin Club
	 Speaker – TBC	
28  Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 6:30pm at the Kelvin Club


