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The December Christmas Dinner
with John Philbrick

ohn hardly needs any introduction. He
]joined the VFFA in 1970 and has been a
significant contributor ever since. He was
editor of the newsletter for 13 years, was
president during the period 2002 — 2004,
and was endorsed as a Life Member in
2004.

John is also recognized as a fly fisher and
fly tier of considerable experience and
talent. His Philbrick Nymph remains a
very effective pattern for the Tasmanian
lakes, and he was a prime mover in
developing the wade-polaroiding
technique used on those highland lakes
when the sun is shining.

John has assured us that his presentation
at this year’s Christmas Dinner will be
both informative and entertaining. He

is a gifted speaker with a lively sense of
humour, and we are undoubtedly in for
an enthralling night.

He has indicated that he will tell us all
about the evolution of the Philbrick
Nymph and how he discovered the
strategy of polaroiding the backs of

the waves. He will also supply those
attending with two nymphs tied by
himself and will explain how to blend the

Thursday, December 13,

6:30 for 7:00 pm,
at the Kelvin Club

various furs for this fly for those who are
keen to tie their own.

Mark it in your diaries — VFFA Christmas
Dinner, Thursday December 13 at the
Kelvin Club, meeting at 6:30 for a 7:00 pm
commencement.

John enjoys catching bonefish too
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President’s Message

... from Chris Gray

t's December already and we’re busy

finalising the Christmas dinner. At this
year’s dinner we will acknowledge and
celebrate some long-standing members
who have been with us for 25, 50, or
even 70 years of membership. We will
also hear from long time stalwart John
Philbrick, who as guest speaker will keep
us all entertained. Hughie Maltby will
be there, too, with some very attractive
prizes to be raffled.

As I write this report we have seen

the first of the warmer weather which
hopefully will bring a hatch or two

to encourage the trout to rise to the
occasion. A few of our members have
travelled far and wide in search of fish in
recent weeks, with destinations including
Enoch’s Point, Lake Eucumbene and the
lakes in Tasmania. Sadly it would seem
that the indifferent weather over the past
few weeks has played havoc with the best
laid plans.

The trout in Tasmania approved
particularly difficult to find and the recent
rain gave rise to higher than expected
river flows challenging the best of fly
fishers. Trout catches perhaps equalling
the catches of our cricket team!

The Snowy’s region is starting to see
some larger trout moving through the
rivers, though the lack of rainfall in
Southern NSW has left some of the
rivers and lakes there at seriously low
levels, and perhaps too fragile to carry
fish through the summer. At the time of
writing Eucumbene was at 25%.

A few of our members fished the Big
River with some success. We look
forward to hearing more in February at
our Liars’ Night.

I couldn’t help but note the huge
amount of discourse in recent weeks
over the vexed issue of the proposals
concerning the World Heritage listed
area of Halls Island in Lake Malbena.
Wild Drake Pty Ltd (Daniel & Simone
Hackett of RiverFly 1864) has proposed
building a luxury camping resort and
helicopter landing pad on Halls Island.
Government approval has been given
for them to proceed and they are now
waiting on local council approval for
the development. RiverFly 1864 has
received a number of tourism awards
for its fly fishing guide business, but this
current proposal is proving particularly
contentious. Greg French has penned

a detailed article in this newsletter on
the proposal and I urge you to read it. I
welcome your comments on the planned
resort as many of you have fished and
will continue to fish in the Tasmanian
highland lakes. There is certainly a lot of
comment in the public and being held in
Tasmania opposing the plan.
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On a happier note, I would like to express
my thanks to the many VFFA volunteers
who have coordinated or assisted with
events throughout the year. Our team

of volunteers are the backbone of our
Association when it comes to organising
trips, events, raffles, auctions and an ear
to share their wisdom.

Our next meeting is the Liars” Night in
February. Come along and be entertained
with the one that got away or the one that
made the net. Feel free to send in some
photographic evidence to back up your
stories by emailing photos to editor@vffa.

org.au. Alternatively you can save them
on a USB stick and bring it along on the
night.

As the end of the year approaches, 1
would like to wish all members a Merry
Christmas and prosperous New Year. If
you're out and about, enjoy your time on
the water.

VFFA Tasmanian trip for February 2019

rrangements for our trip to Tasmania next February are now complete and

the Notice of Event follows this note. Fishing in Tasmania has seen a great
improvement over the past couple of seasons. A small contingent of members has just
returned from Hayes on Brumby’s and they had a great week catching trout to 3 pound
in the lakes along with fish from the rivers taken on dry flies.

This year we have made a couple of changes following concerns of attendees. The trip
has been extended from 6 to 7 days, and alcohol is not included in the price this year.
The lodge has also undergone a complete makeover inside and out, and now looks
fabulous. The cost of this year's trip will be $900 per person. The convener is Hugh
Maltby and he can be contacted on 0423 283 079. Get in early as this will be another
wonderful trip.

A fine Tasmanian brown from the Macquarie River

>>>
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Drift boating the Macquarie — Gordon Baker caught this one

Notice of Event for VFFA Tasmanian Trip: February 16 - 23, 2019

The Event: A week with fellow VFFA members at Hayes on Brumbys Fly Fishing Lodge,
Cressy. You will have the opportunity to fish independently in the many local rivers or
lakes with fellow members, or be guided in pairs by Peter Hayes’ premier guiding team.
You will also have the added opportunity to independently fish Brumby's Weir in the
VFFA's new acquisition, the J.M. Gillies fully restored Purdon Dinghy powered by a
Motor Guide electric motor. Use of the dinghy is included in the trip cost.

The evenings will be relaxed with members sharing tales of the day’s adventures over
dinner. On Thursday, February 21, fellow VFFA members living in or visiting Tasmania
will be invited to join us all for drinks and dinner from 6:30 pm. Dress will be smart
casual.

Dates: Arrive Saturday, February 16 and depart Saturday, February 23.
Address: Hayes on Brumby’s, 1696 Cressy Road, Cressy, Tasmania, 7302.

Travel: You are responsible for making your own travel arrangements to and from
Tasmania and also for non-guided travel whilst at the lodge. If travelling alone we can
usually arrange a partner for you if required. A 4WD vehicle is not essential. The lodge
is situated about 20 minutes from Launceston and two hours drive from the Devonport
Ferry Terminal.
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Cost: $900 for twin shared accommodation, linen including towel and face washer,
breakfast and dinner. Beverages are not included.

You will be responsible to provide your own lunches unless you are being guided.
A $400 deposit is to be paid by December 15, and the balance by January 16, 2019.

Preferred payment is by Direct Deposit to BSB 182 512, account no. 9605 47289,
include your name and TAS 2019. Alternatively, post a cheque to Tony Mitchem, VFFA
Honorary Treasurer, C/O William Buck, Level 20, 181 William Street, Melbourne, Vic,
3000.

Guiding: All Peter Hayes’ guides are fully qualified and are members of their
professional body. Drift boating on Brumby’s, the Macquarie and other rivers is a
specialty.

Fishing Locations: Mainly in the North and Midlands for streams and the Central
Highland lakes. Select from a wide range of streams from small creeks to large rivers,
local weirs, and small to very large lakes. Some are in remote locations for which you
must be properly prepared. Some locations can be physically challenging.

Fishing license: A current Tasmanian Fishing license is required, and can be purchased
prior to departure online at www.ifs.tas.gov.au.

Mobile phone: Coverage is patchy. Good in most townships and on major highways,
but poor or non-existent in many angling areas.

Strongly recommended personal equipment: Waders/wading boots, gaiters for
wet wading, brimmed hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, wet weather gear, warm clothes,
insect repellent, wading staff, Personal Locator Beacon (PLB), torch, mobile phone in
waterproof container, handheld UHF radio.

Essential equipment if intending to fish out of direct sight of other participants: UHF
radio.

Essential equipment for Remote Locations: Compression bandage, UHF handheld
radio, water, prescribed medicines for those with a medical condition that could recur,
mobile phone if coverage available.

Weather: Variable from hot to cold, and can be windy and wet. Latest forecast will be
available at the lodge every morning.

Guiding: All Peter Hayes guides are fully qualified and members of their professional
body. Drift boating on Brumby’s, the Macquarie and other rivers are a speciality.
Depending on the weather, opportunities exist to be guided on one of the many
highland lakes including “shark fishing” on the Great Lake. And those who love
wading rivers and creeks will also be well looked after.

Event Registration Form (ERF): Register by sending the Event Co-ordinator a
completed and signed copy of the ERF by email as an attachment or a hard copy via the
post. “First in best dressed”. Obtain your ERF from the VFFA website www.vffa.org.au
or pick one up at a General Meeting.

Event Co-ordinator: Hugh Maltby; mobile 0423 283 079, and email: reddtag@hotmail.com
Postal address: 14 Diane Crescent Viewbank 3084.

Date of this Notice of Event: November 20, 2018. -
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A Letter to the Editor

Ed Herbst, a well-known fly fisher in South Africa, has contributed a number of articles
and patterns for our Fly of the Month segment. In a recent letter he says this:

Dear Lyndon,

I was fascinated by the facts revealed in
the June VFFA meeting presentation by
John Douglas, specifically the reference
to the role played by hoppers in summer
with terrestrials providing 50% of the
trout’s annual energy budget.

South African trout streams are roughly
on the same latitude as those in Australia
so I have always paid particular attention
to Australian fly fishing literature.

In the 1970s, before catch and release
became the rule, members of the Cape
Piscatorial Society in Cape Town used to
record the stomach contents of the trout
they kept and the catch return cards were
then pinned to a notice board. It occurred
to me that an analysis of these results,
which were subsequently collated in the
Society’s journal, Piscator, might indicate
a seasonal feeding pattern — and so it
proved.

The reports often revealed that trout
stomachs were “‘absolutely packed” with
hoppers and hellgrammite larvae in
April and May. I knew that in autumn the
hellgrammite larvae moved to the bank,
emerged and pupated in holes they had
dug for themselves.

It was through Australian books that I
worked out the grasshopper breeding
cycle and, in the process, came across a
truly macabre aspect of the hopper life
cycle through which a parasitic worm
causes the hopper to plunge into the
water — to commit suicide in effect. The
video which is hyperlinked in the article
is the stuff of nightmares ...

I set out my findings in an article entitled
Why Fish Hoppers in Autumn? on Tom
Sutcliffe’s ‘Spirit of Flyfishing’ website.

Another article which might be useful
to VFFA members is Trout Diet in the
Fynbos Biome.

The Cape Piscatorial Society website

has a number of useful articles on small
stream tactics, tackle and flies in the From
the Piscator folder on its website which
would have relevance in Australia.

(Unfortunately, because of an
incompatibility between Google Chrome
and WordPress, some users will find that
the articles don’t load. When you click on
the article a little red cross pops up next
to the star on the right of the toolbar with
the message “Load unsafe scripts.” You
click on this and then have to click on the
article title for a second time. Thereafter,
all the articles load normally.)

Kind regards and thank you again for a
stellar fly fishing journal,

Ed Herbst

Hamish Hughes and John Permewan recently had a
very successful day at Four Springs in Tasmania
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The Lake Malbena Controversy
... By Greg French

In the last few months Lake Malbena
in Tasmania’s remote Western Lakes
wilderness has become the epicentre of
what looks likely to become the defining
environmental battle of the decade.

The situation is that the state government
has decided to push for unsympathetic
tourism in Tasmania’s core wilderness
regardless of environmental or social
costs, and without any meaningful
consultation with current users or the
general public.

In order to meet its objectives, the
government has unilaterally rewritten
the community-endorsed management
plan for the Tasmanian Wilderness World
Heritage Area (TWWHA), allowing it

to rezone wilderness and begin issuing
leasehold titles to developers.

The titles are particularly contentious
because they effectively give the
leaseholder the right to use parts of our
national parks as private property for the
duration of the lease, typically 40 years
or more. These rights include rights of
resale and the right to exclude access to
the general public. Under the provisions
of the new management plan, they are
issued by the minister without any public
announcement or debate in parliament.
They can exist for years before anyone
finds out about them. Clearly these sorts
of arrangements pose an existential threat
to Tasmania’s national park system, and
set potentially devastating precedents for
reserves throughout Australia.

When the government belatedly called
for public submissions on the proposed
Malbena development, more than 900
people and organisations commented,

Rowing back to the mainland from Halls Island.

and all were in opposition. None of the
dozens of concerns were acknowledged,
let alone addressed.

The government has claimed that the
Malbena project has been approved by
UNESCO. Actually UNESCO is waiting
for a mandatory tourism management
framework, and that is not due until the
end of 2019. The government is rushing
through approvals before it can be held
accountable. Environmentalists and legal
experts have singled out Lake Malbena
as the poster child of the debate because
it is the development for which the
government most obviously turned its
back on the will of the people and good
governance. >>>
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My relationship with Malbena.
Those of you who have read my work
over the last few decades will know
how strongly Lake Malbena features
in my life. In my latest book Water
Colour I wrote several heart-warming
stories about my friendship with the
proponent of the current development.
Also, I introduced the previous lease
holder to the proponent of the current
development. Nonetheless I simply
cannot support the current proposal.

Inside Reg Hall's hut

The Halls Island Lease

The original ‘lease and licence’ for Halls
Island on Lake Malbena, issued in 1957,
applied only to the footprint of the hut,
an area of just 36 square metres. The
current developer obtained a promise
to take possession of this lease in 2015,
or thereabouts, but in order to gain
possession of the island itself an entirely
new lease had to be drawn up. This
was not possible under the community-
endorsed management plan, so the
government changed the plan and in
September 2015 Matthew Groom (then
Minister for Environment, Parks and
Heritage) ordered the Director of the
Parks and Wildlife Service “to assess

the proposal for granting of a lease and
licence to progress negotiations with
RiverFly’.

The public has been encouraged to
believe that the Malbena development
will be on land that has been a

private lease for decades. In truth, the
government essentially ‘excised’ Halls
Island from the national park, without so
much as announcing its intention to the
public, let alone debating it in parliament.

Then it approved the use of helicopters.
(Virtually no one supports helicopter
access in core wilderness, which is why
it was banned under the community-
endorsed management plan.)

Basic competency in governance

The highly respected Kenneth Wiltshire
test of basic competency in governance
stipulates, among other things, that there
be:

® A clear need for policy reform,
e Extensive public consultation,

e A clear communication and
explanation of the reform to voters.

No one is pretending that the actions
leading up to the approval of the Malbena
development satisfy the Wiltshire test.

Fly Fishing

In my book The Last Wild Trout I describe
the best twenty trout waters in the world.
The Western Lakes heads that list. By
global standards the fishing is about as
hard as it gets. That's one of the main
attractions. Always has been.

Almost 60 years ago David Scholes wrote
Fly-fisher in Tasmania. On the threat of
mechanical access he noted, ‘although
the angler may [still] thrill at the fishing
something will be lost forever’.

He also wrote this:

‘... there is something other than the
fishing which draws you back; perhaps
the remoteness and feeling of treading
unknown paths like that of the explorer,
or maybe the weird landscape which,
notwithstanding its desolation, seems to
whisper a soft message of beauty. Even
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though the wind be shrieking, tearing the
breath from your chilled face, through
your screwed-up eyes you can see it,
inside you can feel it and would I be
wrong if I said that sometimes you can
hear it?’

Make the access easy by allowing
helicopters, make the fishing easy by
stocking with domestic fish (which is
bound to follow), and the Western Lakes
becomes just another ordinary place

like dozens of other ordinary places
worldwide.

Tourism

I am a great supporter of wilderness
tourism. By any rational definition,
wilderness must be free at its core

from mechanical access. The trick to
conserving wilderness is to manage the
front-country so well that most people
can have their needs met there.

The proponent of the Malbena
development already has one
development up and running that fits this
management ideal: the one near Lake Ina.
The Ina Huts are located in the WHA,

but on private property just outside of
the Walls of Jerusalem National Park, and
patrons have to walk in like everyone
else. Why deviate from this style of
sympathetic development?

Precedents beget more developments
Most of us strongly suspect that big
developers are waiting in the wings to
take control of Malbena once the project
has been approved under the guise of
being a ‘tiny, relatively insignificant
family venture’.

There are a number of historical
leases in the Western Lakes, and
several leaseholders have already
been approached by big-name tourist
developers. We are on the cusp of the
Western Lakes being overrun with
private lodges and helicopters.

Of being privatised.
Why does careful management of core
wilderness matter?

Decades ago, when we were all working
to preserve wilderness, the state
government and the tourism dinosaurs
thought it was a goose of an idea. Then
the goose laid a golden egg. So now they
want to kill the goose. They are prepared
to act against the public interest rather
than admit they were wrong.

I've heard developers say that you can’t
stop progress in the last vestiges of our
wilderness. I have heard them say that
future generations won’t miss what
they’ve never known. Try telling that to
the adopted child who spends a lonely
lifetime searching for his or her biological
parents. Our roots matter. Like it or not,
our souls are attached to our origins.

If we sacrifice our ability to physically
connect with our ancestry — our recent
biological ancestry, our primitive natural
ancestry — we lose any hope of ever being
able to find lasting solace and happiness.

RN AN .

Action

What to do? We can hope for success
in the courts, but first we need to get
political.

The Central Highlands Council has just
received a development application
for the Malbena proposal. It has

acknowledged strong public .
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disapproval of the project, and has said
that it will soon be calling for public
submissions.

This will be the most accessible and
transparent of assessment processes to
date. It will be important to state our
opposition to the development, but
we must also pinpoint exactly how the
developer’s goals run counter to the
council’s goals. These are some of the
things to consider:

e It seems that the council’s formal
policy for national parks includes
a commitment to the protection of
wilderness values.

e The council will need to define the
difference between standing camps
and permanent structures.

e Permanent structures will need to be
built to tough bushfire standards, and
this will inevitably conflict with the
aesthetics of the huts and the natural
values the council has vowed to
upkeep.

e Helicopter landing platforms should
not be situated on sphagnum.

e There are numerous occupational
health and safety issues with regard to
specialist activities (including boating)
and the huts.

I expect the call for submissions to be
announced on the council’s website and
in the main Tasmanian papers. Look

out for it. It is also important to write to
state and federal politicians. Detail what
you object to with the process so far but,
more importantly, ask questions. Mine go
something like this:

e Will you support a return to the
main provisions of the community-
endorsed management plan?

e Will you table all the major concerns
of respondents to the sham EPBC
(Environment Protection and

Biodiversity Conservation Act)
process?

¢ Will you work to change the way
leasehold titles are issued in national
parks so that leases cannot be issued
without overwhelming public
support?

e Will you embark on a genuine public
debate on the future of tourism in
the TWWHA, one that satisfies the
Wiltshire test of good governance?

Endnote

People often say to me: “You write so
much about loss, but your stories are
full of love and humour. How do you
maintain your optimism?”

Storytellers set their tales amid tragedy
not because we like wallowing in misery.
We do it because people tend to reveal
their best selves in times of hardship. I
recently visited the Font-de-Gaume in
France, an ice age cave with polychrome
paintings of wild animals created by the
Cro-Magnon up to 20,000 years ago. It
was done when the ice was retreating
and an Armageddon of sorts seemed
nigh. And yet the stories that were
painted back then are full of energy and
optimism. They resonate as strongly
today as they ever did, perhaps more
so. Despite poor odds, their faith was
justified. Humanity survived. We still
have wild horses, reindeer and bison.
Some, at least.

Storytelling is not about recording what
has past. It is about insisting that life

can be better, and mapping out a way to
achieve our most noble ambitions. I want
to know what stories you are going to tell
after you read this. Stories about anger
and loss? Or stories about resistance and
hope?

Look, I am saddened — devastated —
by current proposals for helicopter
access and other developments in
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core wilderness. None of this is about vestiges of wilderness, maybe in 100

showcasing our most valuable places. years — a thousand years, 20,000 years
Hostile governments do it in an attempt — we will still have wild places, wild

to grind our spirits to dust. animals and wild hearts.

But right now fishers, bushwalkers and But for that to happen we have to take
conservationists — not always traditional action: we have to demand that our
allies — are coming together in a spirit governments start acting in the best

of shared interest, bound by what we interests of the people. National parks
have in common rather than what sets belong to all of us, not just a handful of
us apart. It gives me hope that, despite petty politicians and developers.

perpetual threats to the world’s last

The traditional walking route from Gowan Brae past Olive Lagoon, Mary Tarn and Lake Loretta. -

Web Fish

Cast regularly at vffa.org.au

About the VFFA web site:

The VFFA web site has a comprehensive coverage of VFFA events, meetings, trips, ...updated
monthly making it easy to track dates and times.

Features of VFFA web site:
e Monthly Newsletter delivered to members in full colour.
e Live access to more than five years of past Newsletters
¢ Newsletter in PDF format for easy reading on computers / iPads / tablets & smart phones
e Newsletter in PDF format can be read & saved on iPad / tablets like eBooks
e Calendar of all activities can sync with all you digital device calendars
¢ Gallery of events - Photos & Event reports
e Where to fish directories: Victoria, Tasmania, NSW, New Zealand
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From e
EDITOR’S DESK

“The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable, a perpetual series
of occasions for hope.” (John Buchan)

“All salmonids must be saluted for bearing upon their collective shoulders the burden of
generations of contradictory theorizing as to what they want to eat and how they are best
persuaded to give up their lives and freedom.” (Thomas McGuane — The Longest Silence.)

“No other factor influences fishing in Tasmania more than the weather, and if an angler can
successfully foretell its likelihood before he sets out, indeed actually choose his place of fishing
according to his forecast, he is a clever fellow and will have far more consistent and exciting
sport than average anglers, amongst whom it is quite common to hear plans being made for an
outing to a certain water sometimes even as far ahead as a week or more. ... If luck takes a hand
they may return with trout galore, but more than likely weather conditions are unsuitable, or
only partly suitable, and the results are disappointing. Before we go fishing, therefore, our first
consideration must be the weather ...” (David Scholes — Fly-fisher in Tasmania.)

Yes, I'm one of those who would be It wasn’t. The couple of weeks before
condemned by David's Scholes. we arrived saw days of heavy rainfall.

I have just returned from a week in Dermot’s preference was to fish the rivers
Tassie, fishing there with fellow VFFA around Launceston, hopefully with a dry
member Dermot O’'Brien. Our planning fly. Nymphing was definitely a second
and bookings were made some months rate alternative. But when we arrived the
ago. We needed to make the trip before rivers on our agenda were all high, dirty,
Christmas, but as late in the year as and flowing fast. So it was going to be the
possible before contending with the lakes.

invariably brutal calendar demands of
the month of December. So the last week
in November sounded good. As for the
weather — surely November would be ok.

Dermot caught some great fish
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Of course, before we got there lots had
to be done. Is it true that the pre-trip
planning for a fishing trip is half the fun?
It certainly focuses the mind. Flies had
to be tied. What flies? Lots of them. And
the drawer full of Tassie maps out in

the garage was raided and scrutinized.
Advice was sort from informed sources,
and others too, and it all sounded very
positive. We were going to have the time
of our lives. Lines were checked, new
leaders tied on. The list of things that
needed to be attended to was immense.

Lots of these at Four Springs

Then the packing. On the first attempt
there was way too much to fit into the
available space. We had done our sums of
course, and flying to Tasmania and hiring
a car there was cheaper than putting

one of our cars on the boat if we were
only there for a week. Taking your own
car has advantages. If you want to take
five pairs of waders and nine rods and
matching reels you can. But not if you go
on the plane. So there was some culling
to be done. Then you go to bed early the
night before the flight — and toss and turn

Dermot netting a three pounde

Dermot and Ray Brown pondering tactics

forever. You finally get to sleep just as the
alarm goes off.

I have a favourite rod — a micro spey,

or trout spey. It's a 3-weight in two-
handed rod language, which equates

to a 6-weight in terms of normal single-
handed rods. It's a delight to cast with,
but it’s 11 foot long. So even though it
comes in four pieces, the rod tube is way
too long for the suitcase. I took it on as
hand luggage, and Jetstar, fortunately,
didn’t mind at all.

So we boarded the aircraft and 40
minutes later landed at Launceston. The
Rav4 was waiting for us and we headed
off to find our host. Ray Brown, known to
many VFFA members, is a good friend of
Dermot’s and had offered to put us up, or
put up with us. Ray is a top professional
fly tier and demonstrated his skills on a
couple of occasions. He was incredibly
quick putting flies together, yet despite
this rapidity his flies were all flawless. I
guess years of tying flies for several hours
a day might improve your skills and
dexterity.

Ray acted as our guide for most days, and
we caught some fish. It was hard going
though. The weather was frequently
overcast, wet on many occasions, and
often very windy. We spent three days
flogging Four Springs. One of Tasmania’s
top guides had his car there on each
occasion, so we figured we were probably
in the right place. >>>
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We headed off on one day for the
mandatory visit to Little Pine, and

when we arrived it seemed like we

were the only anglers there. Little Pine
was definitely not the right place to be.
Penstock, on another day, treated us
poorly too. Fortunately we were able to
organize a day as visitors at Currawong,
a private fishery near Lake Leake. We had
a great day there, taking five fish each,
with sizes from 2 b to one of close to 5 Ib.

A memorable feature of our week were
the snakes we encountered — three

in all. The second Tassie tiger snake I
came across was at the bottom lake at
Currawong. Having spotted this large
black entity watching me carefully I
cycled around to his nether end to take a
photo. The flash on my camera happened
to be turned on, and when I took the

photo the flash really upset him. He went
berserk, leaping into action and racing
around me at great velocity, heading
straight into a hole in a fallen tree. In a
matter of seconds he was gone. I moved
off fairly quickly too.

Our week disappeared soon enough.

Of course it was enjoyable. Ray and his
partner Sue were gracious hosts, and
northern Tasmania is an attractive part of
the world. But the aim of the week was to
catch fish, and they were certainly harder
to come by than we had hoped. But that’s
Tassie. Some time in the next year or two
we'll try it again. Perhaps the weather
will be kinder next time.

Tight lines and I hope you all catch heaps
over the holiday period.

Lyndon Webb -

Four Springs lake in the late afternoon
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This Month’s Yarn ...
(... from January, 1963)

“You know,” said Alf, “sporting goods
manufacturers can be quite ingenious in
producing successful artificial devices for
attracting game. You know what I mean -
decoy ducks that quack, fox whistles, and
I read the other day about a chap who had
a recording made of a crows’ convention.
He played it loudly at the back of his

farm and attracted so many of these black
nuisances flying in to find out what was
going on that he shot 20 of them at the first
playing. So I was just wondering if anyone
had thought of some sort of mechanical
device like this to attract trout.”

McTaggart, who had been listening very
patiently, peered wistfully into his empty
glass before offering a comment. “Those
things that you mentioned all depend on
sound, but with trout it’s better to appeal
to their eyesight.”

“That could be difficult,” said Alf, pushing
the two glasses towards the barmaid.
McTaggart brightened up immediately
and offered this suggestion: “It's a
challenge all right, but it has been done.
My nephew Clarence, who I think I have
mentioned to you before, worked out a
method. He's a very smart young fellow
and he tackled the problem scientifically.
He had a series of YouTube videos made

showing various insects hatching out —
mayflies, caddis flies, flying ants, stone
flies and the like. He then devised an
ingenious projector which enabled him
to project these movies onto the water
surface. So the actual surface of the river
acted as the screen. He would head out
to a pool where he knew there were trout
and set his projector going. In no time

at all fish would be rising freely all over
the place to these images of hatching
insects. Then with the projector still
running, Clarence would cast a fly of the
appropriate pattern and invariably get an
immediate rise. He caught dozens of trout
using this device.”

Alf looked very intrigued. “Does he still
use it?” he asked. “Would it be possible to
borrow it?”

“Unfortunately no,” replied McTaggart.
“A few years ago Clarence was using it

up on a stretch of the Ovens River near
Bright when one of those planes flew over
spraying insecticide on the tobacco crops.
Some of this deadly insecticide stuff got
into the projector, and from that point on it
hasn't been able to produce a single hatch
of insects.”

Congratulations Philip

ast month we mentioned that Phil

Bailey, president of the VFFA in the
years 1987 — 1990 and now living in the
UK, had been nominated for a significant
award in the UK for his work in support
of wild trout conservation. The award
was described as follows:

“The Wild Trout Hero trophy will be awarded
to an individual whose work has furthered
the cause of wild trout conservation and
management in Britain and/or Ireland. Our
Hero could be a riverkeeper, fishery manager,
scientist, administrator or volunteer. Wild
Trout Hero nominations should be submitted
>>>
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to the WTT Director no later than 30 July
2018.”

Well, the great news is that Phil won.
Despite a number of other highly
qualified aspirants nominated for

this year's award, Phil’s contribution
(described in last month’s issue) was
considered the one most deserving of the
Wild Trout Hero Trophy. The details of
the award are as follows:

Bernard Venables Award Winner 2018
Posted on October 25, 2018.

We present the Bernard Venables Award
to recognise those who, voluntarily, have
given a lifetime of service to wild trout
conservation and to WTT and whose
vital work, perhaps unusual, sometimes
outstanding, often goes unrecognised.

The 2018 winner is Phil Bailey, a keen
river conservationist, angler, fishing
guide and fly tier. Phil was the inaugural

President of the Australian Trout
Foundation and has fished and guided
across many countries, now settled in
Yorkshire. Here, he works tirelessly across
the county for wild trout conservation,
including shoulder-to-shoulder with
WTT’s Research & Conservation Officer,
Jonny Grey, on the Wharfe, Ure, Aire and
Ribble.

Phil is an ambassador for wild trout
(and WTT), an event organiser, Riverfly
monitor, tree planter, weed planter,
woody debris installer and invasive
species annihilator. His friends, in their
proposition, noted of Phil that “His
continued energy, enthusiasm, commitment
and sheer hard work to benefit wild trout
and grayling populations know no bounds,
in what is now his eighth decade. In short,
improvement of conditions for fish, and
being out on (and in) the river, are his main
passions in life”.

Perfect attributes for a Bernard Venables
winner.

Well done Philip — a wonderful achievement. Our congratulations.
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Back Country Fly Fishing in South Africa

... by Peter Brigg. Peter has very kindly provided this article for Fly Lines. He lives in
South Africa and has been involved in a wide range of fly fishing activities from retail
business to clinics and guiding. His particular passion is for light tackle and high-
altitude streams where he pursues his other interests of hiking and photography. He
is the author of two books, Call of the Stream — a fly fisher’s passion for hunting trout
in mountain streams (2008), and South African Fishing Flies — an anthology of milestone
patterns (2017). He also has a blog - https:/ / callofthestream.wordpress.com / about/

Take nothing away from the rich
diversity in fly fishing these days and
I don’t want to get into a debate about

it here, but for my money small stream
fishing is probably just about as pure as
fly fishing is going to get because most of
what you do on a stream is traditional.

By small streams I'm talking about those

that are the tributaries of the larger rivers.

Generally the headwaters in mountain
wilderness areas, they’re invariably in
pretty places and you can cast across
them easily just about anywhere. The

trout are wild and seldom run to more
than 12 inches.

The whereabouts of most of these small
streams range from common knowledge
to whispered speculation. There are still a
few hidden gems that are seldom if ever
visited by fly fishers - thin blue lines on
topographical map where the gradient is
steep and the folds in the earth are deep.
Here the water is clear, cold and quick.
The bottom is almost always visible,

and there are riffles, plunges, pools,
pocket water and the odd deeper slot

In many places the hike into the headwaters from where the road ends can be from 3 to 6 hours. These moun-
tain fishing trips require a good level of fitness and there is little or no means of communication. It takes leg
power, and being prepared for any eventuality is essential >>>
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deeper the valleys providing a perfect habitat for
the wild trout - small plunge pools, deeper slots and
pocket water.

mysteriously indistinct and fishy looking.
These are pristine freestone streams, the
timeless silver ribbons home to wild
rainbow and brown trout, descendants of
those introduced into these waters 125 or
more years ago.

Most of the headwater streams will
involve a hike and a few nights under
canvas. It is not everyone’s cup of tea,
but for those who see themselves as the
contemplative backwoodsmen type, the
solitary fly fisher, man of few words,

the passion is unbridled, like converts

to some new religion. I put it down to
wanderlust and the tantalizing prospects
of new discoveries where there is little
or no information. You have to string up
arod and go and find out for yourself.

It usually starts with pouring over the
best topographical maps available with a
couple of the boys and copious amounts
of coffee or something stronger. Having

said that some of the best maps have
been from other small stream fanatics and
hand drawn on paper serviettes.

I have been privileged to fish many of
these streams over the past 30 or more
years, spending 3 to 5 nights at a time
camped high in the mountains with a
few like-minded companions. I have
also undertaken a couple of solo trips to
‘secret’ streams. It was what I wanted to
do, perhaps selfishly, and not the wisest
without thinking about the potential bad
outcome if something had gone pear
shaped, as it can do so quickly and easily
in wild places.

These are my recollections of my last
solo hiking and fly fishing adventure
deep into the Nkosazana valley below
Vultures Retreat between the Cathkin
and Cathedral valleys - perhaps better
described as getting ‘purposefully lost’.

The pack was light, few luxuries except
the coffee pot and some whiskey. I
planned on eating trout - I do that
occasionally! At one point on the hike
in I got pretty close to a pair of innocent
Francolin and considered getting one
with a rock — I had this momentary
olfactory hallucination of roasting it; I
would probably have missed.

The wild brown and rainbow trout average 8 to
10 inches, but 12 inch fish are not uncommon and
the intrepid angler is rewarded occasionally with
beauties up to 18 inches. Fishing can be challeng-
ing as the trout are skittish and alert to any sign of

potential danger.
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Moving on, it’s late afternoon and the
gorge is shaded. The stream has a lot

of pocket water and some nice looking
runs with deliciously looking undercuts.
I find a level spot a cast away from the
stream with trees to secure the bivouac.
It's shirtsleeve warm with just a hint of
evening chill, and I hear the screech of

a Jackal Buzzard somewhere above the
treetops.

Time for a few casts. On the third I take
a nice plump 12-inch rainbow on a spent
mayfly spinner; it would be my supper.

I read somewhere, “if you're gonna keep
fish, go ahead and keep ‘em. If you wait
till the last two you'll be eating beans”. So
I tapped the next two 10-inchers on the
head. The last fish was a solid brownie
with colours that reminded me of the
Eastern Cape in autumn. I released him.
Browns are rare here and I have a thing
about treating them like my grandkids

- I never eat them. Supper is pan-fried
rainbow trout and whiskey cut lightly
with sweet, cold stream water. It doesn’t
get much better.

It's dark, really dark. In the sleeping bag I
think of the trout, the hike home, people,
family, the past and guilt at being alone.
It's a restless night on rough ground.
With every sound, grunt or rustle, my
imagination runs wild. I'm convinced
I'm about to be attacked, stung, bitten or
eaten — but I make it through to morning.
I get the stove fired up and start water
for coffee. After the first cup I go to the
stream and without ceremony take a
12-inch rainbow for breakfast and down
another cup of strong black coffee.

The morning is gray and cold with the
clouds out to the west perforated with
a few promising blue holes. It was clear
by mid-morning. Pack loaded I head off
upstream wading and casting; an art in

A campsite sheltered in the coolness of an indigenous forest a short cast from a mountain stream <<~
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The sun sets over a typical high altitude run as small Baetis Mayfly begin to hatch

itself just avoiding unplanned swims. I
concentrate on the best looking water,
spooking a few good fish from unlikely
places. There’s that enigma again, just
when I thought I was getting the hang of
their game. The trout are eager and there
is a strike nearly every time I put a half
decent cast over a rising fish.

It’s a good day; eventually coming

to an end as the sun slips behind the
escarpment. The light fades and the
temperature plummets. I eat supper;
more trout in the chilly twilight, while
the darkness and sounds of the night
seem a little more familiar. I sleep better
until the rain starts. I'm cold and wet so
I drink cups of coffee laced with what's
left of the whiskey. Fortified, my anxiety
and discomfort eases. Dawn arrives, and
I'm soaking wet and freezing. Luckily the
sky is clear and the sun’s fingers spread
warmth out over the gorge. Packed, I

leave the stream. Three hours later I
reach the road, my shoulders aching from
the pack. I stop an already overloaded
local taxi, pay my dues and squeeze in
between the intrigued passengers. It's a
short, cramped, deafening boom, boom
(what IS that music?) ride back to the
Park Camp.

Hiking and camping alone is not
something I do normally. I have no
regrets for the experience, but prefer to
now share it with close friends, trout
bums. The horrors of the night are no
longer.

In search of these streams I have been
along the paths less travelled, places of
exceptional natural beauty, wild, rich in
fauna and flora. In the beginning it was
all about catching fish, yet even then
the seeds of consciousness stirred; a
rudimentary sense of connection to the
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big wild earth crept into my awareness,
and the wonders of the surroundings.
Now, the context within which my

fly fishing takes place has become
increasingly important and enriching the
experience, imbuing it with that extra
little shine in the memory - a journey
from the unconscious to the conscious.

Peter Brigg
January 2016

(Additional information for some other
favourite locations that will offer the
intrepid fly fisher opportunities for
backcountry fly fishing:

In the Northern Drakensberg area,
fly fishers can base themselves at the
Mnweni Cultural Centre (info@mnweni-
centre.co.za), or hike from there into the
surrounding valleys and fish the Mnweni
River and a number of its tributaries,

the Ifidi, Icidi and Ntonjelana. These are
all small streams with populations of
rainbow trout.

In the central and southern Drakensberg
area there are wonderful backcountry

fly fishing opportunities in areas under
the jurisdiction of Ezemvelo KZN
Wildlife (http:/ / www.kznwildlife.
com/) especially the Injisuthi, Bushmans,
Mkohmazi and Polela streams.

Hiking and fishing streams deep into
wilderness areas must be approached
with caution, adhering to all safety
precautions recommended by the KZN
Wildlife; be properly prepared, with
clothing for extreme weather conditions,
emergency medical kit, a good hiking tent
and other essential hiking gear. For the
inexperienced it is advisable to include
someone in the group that has mountain
hiking experience. This is a beautiful
environment but also uncompromising.)

P

An inviting run on a pristine backcountry stream at over 2,000 metres above sea level -
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Our Letter Writer

ast month we published a letter

written in the 1920s by a Melbourne
angler to a fly tier, ] W. Dunne, in
London. The letter gave a fascinating
insight into fly fishing for trout in Victoria
a hundred years ago. The original letter
was found among a pile of papers in
boxes of notes and material that belonged
to the late Tony Brothers. The signature at
the end of the letter was indecipherable,
so the writer was unknown, at least to
your editor.

An elderly Mick in March 1982

But I then received a note from Rick
Keam, suggesting that I refer to page 185
of our official history, The Country For An
Angler. And there is was — the very letter
we published in the November issue of
Fly Lines. And the author was indeed one
of our highly celebrated past members

- Mick Martin. Pages 183 to 193 give a
fascinating account of Mick’s life as an
angler and VFFA member.

In an article he wrote for the May 1947
issue of Australian Shooters and Anglers
News he suggested that Lake Wendouree
at Ballarat reached its prime as a fishery
during the 1930s as a result of phosphate
and nitrate enrichment from septic tank
systems, and that it would not have the

same carrying capacity after a municipal
sewerage system was put in place.

According to our history Mick was a
feisty personality. In later years this
landed him in trouble with Council

on several occasions, most memorably
concerning his ‘unseemly conduct' at
the 1961 VFFA Annual Dinner at the
Prince of Wales Hotel, and a dispute

at the Savage Club, which led to his
ejection and temporary expulsion. Bob
Roles, who was present on the former
occasion, recalls that each table had been
equipped with a half bottle of Scotch,
and by the time guest speaker David
Scholes had commenced, its effects were
being felt. The most notable beneficiary
was Mick, who became increasingly
fractious, demanding: "We've heard it all
before—tell us something new!" He was
eventually seized by Jack Riley under one
arm and Jack Pyke under the other and
removed behind a partition, from which
muffled sounds of conflict continued.

Mick died in April 1987 in his 91st

year. He was certainly one of our most
memorable characters as well as being a
fine fly fisher.

R
. il .|

October 1932 — a much younger Mick Martin with
a 5 Ib brown from Newlyn Reservoir
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The Tasmanian Fly Fishing Expo
... by Marianne Wallace

n Saturday November 10 my

husband Steve and I attended the
Tasmanian Fly Fishing Expo at Clarendon
on the South Esk River.

Greg French speaking about the importance of
wilderness

It was a very enjoyable day with lots

of simultaneous activities. Peter Hayes
was running a casting tune-up while
Judith Oliver (VFFA) and Karen Brooks
(both certified casting instructors)

were teaching new ladies how to cast.
Meanwhile Peter Morse was talking
about casting styles and the new Sage
rods and Simon Gawesworth was giving
an excellent presentation on trout spey
gear and associated techniques with

Trevor Hawkins, a VFFA member, was there
demonstrating his incredible skills

attendees to have a go at two-handed
spey casting. The 3 and 4 weight spey
rods were light and easy to handle, but
the technique took time to master. I can
see that Father Christmas is going to have
to bring one down the chimney in our
household.

We then went to watch some fly tying
demonstrations and witness Trevor
Hawkins sketching. In the same venue
Greg French was organising signings

of his new book Water Colour whilst
giving a very informative talk on “Why
Wilderness Matters”. This was an
update on the decision by the Tasmanian
government to grant Daniel Hackett a
private lease at Lake Malbena in the Walls
of Jerusalem National Park, Tasmanian’s
World Heritage area, with plans to build
a Helipad and Lodge. The government’s
“rezoning” of the area from “wilderness”
to “ self-reliant recreational” went

ahead in a secret meeting in spite of

900 submissions against it and without
approval from UNESCO and seemingly
at odds with the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area management plan.

Fry FisHiNG MUSEUM
k. AUSTR"\EE?&:NDON TTASMARIA

The Australian Fly Fishing Museum is well
worth a visit

>>>
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Greg feels that this decision is just the tip
of the iceberg in terms of the government
selling off World Heritage “ leases” to
tourist developers.

The decision may have been made but
Greg would encourage anyone who feels
strongly about this issue to write to the
Minister.

There were also casting competitions at
the expo with the potential to win some
great prizes.

Other speakers included Andrew
Summers and Chris Bassano, who gave

a very informative talk on fishing gear
tips for fishing Tassie. There was also an
exhibition of trout photography by Steven
Ooi and what a fantastic collection this
was. Throughout the day the Australian
Fly Fishing Museum was open and I
would thoroughly recommend a visit by
anyone who is in the vicinity.

It was a really enjoyable day culminating
in “Drinks in the Garden” with an
opportunity to socialise. It was a well
organised event which we were very glad
we attended.

Simon Gawesworth demonstrating the components
of a good spey cast. Simon is recognised worldwide
as an authority on this style of fly casting.

For those keen to write about their
concerns regarding the Lake Malbena
decision, below are the addresses for
the Tasmanian Premier (also holding
portfolios of Parks and Tourism ...
perhaps a conflict of interest there) and
the Mayor of the Central Highlands
Council:

Ms Loueen Triffitt,

Mayor, Central Highlands Council,

PO Box 20.

HAMILTON, TAS 7140 email: council@
centralhighlands.tas.gov.au

and

The Hon Will Hodgman MP

Premier of Tasmania and Minister for
Parks and Heritage, Minister for Tourism
Level 11

15 Murray Street,

HOBART, TAS 7000 email: will.
hodgman@parliament.tas.gov.au -

Fly fishing transport from another era
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Omeo Report

... Trevor Stow

he fishing around Omeo continues
to improve. It is now late November
and all the rivers are flowing well with
the snowpack just recently gone. We
have also received some useful rain
over the past few weeks, rain that
has given the rivers a nice top up.

Water temperatures were 12°C about two
weeks ago and are now at a very nice
15°C, which has seen the emergence of
good hatches over the last week. Earlier
this week I fished the Mitta River and

on our first night there was a very nice
caddis hatch right on dark. The following
night saw mayflies appear just after
sunset. A size 14 Parachute Adams was a
successful fly for the mayflies and a size
12 Elk Hair Caddis was readily taken
during the caddis rise.

During daylight hours there are not many
rises to be seen but the fish are obviously
"looking up" as they are happy to take a
Royal Wulff. I find that a size 12 Royal
Wulff, tied parachute, works really well.
See Hubert Reichelt for tying instructions.
His are lightly hackled but float a treat
and always land with the wings upright.

This year the fish are in great condition
for this early in the season. Most of the
trout are in the %2 to 1 1b range but there is
a fair smattering of fish up to 2% 1b being
taken.

There are also big numbers of immature
grasshoppers around in the paddocks.
They are not on the water yet, but by
Christmas expect some great hopper
fishing and watch the fish grow. Expect
fish to reach 3 1b in the new year as long
as conditions remain favourable.

A typical early season brown trout from the Mitta River
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Biosecurity

Biosecurity is a serious emerging issue
for fly fishers, with some alarming
implications. Here is a statement on this
issue from the Tasmanian Inland Fisheries
Service, used with permission.

Background

The Livestock Production Assurance
Program (LPA) is managed by the
Integrity Systems Company (ISC) on
behalf of MLA (Meat and Livestock
Australia). LPA is made up of seven
separate but complementary elements.
Participation is voluntary. Producers who
choose to become LPA accredited commit
to carrying out on-farm practices that
feed into and support the integrity of the
entire system.

The Seven Elements are these:
1. Property risk assessments;

2. Safe and responsible animal treatments;

3. Stock foods, fodder crops, grain and
pasture treatments;

4. Preparation for dispatch of livestock;

5. Livestock transactions and movements;
6. Biosecurity;

7. Animal Welfare.

LPA accredited producers are required

to develop a Farm Biosecurity Plan and
implement effective biosecurity measures
in their on farm management.

What is in a Farm Biosecurity Plan?

To meet the biosecurity requirements of
LPA, as a minimum producers must have
a formal, documented Farm Biosecurity
Plan that addresses each of the following:

(a) Manage and record the introduction
and movement of livestock in a way that
minimises the risk of introducing and / or
spreading infectious diseases;

(b) Where reasonable and practicable,
control people, equipment and vehicles
entering the property, thus minimising
the potential for property contamination

and, if possible, keep a record of such
movements; and

(c) Prevent and control animal diseases
on-farm by regularly monitoring and
managing livestock.

Anglers Access and Farm Biosecurity
Farm biosecurity plans require producers
to, where reasonable and practical,
control people, equipment and vehicles
entering the property by implementing
the following recommended practices:

e Reduce the number of entry points;

e Minimise vehicles entering the
property;

e Provide entry signage such as farm
biosecurity signs;

e Maintain a log of visitors in regular
contact with farm animals (e.g.
contractors, shearers, vets, stock
agents, etc);

e Encourage ‘come clean, go clean’
practices.

The Anglers Access program is already

addressing the requirements of farm

biosecurity by:

¢ C(learly identifying and minimising
the number of fishing access points;

e Limiting access to foot access only —

no vehicle access is permitted under
the Anglers Access program;

* Limiting access to non-production
areas within the riparian zone;

* Providing identified parking areas;

e Provision of visitor log books (Where
practical).

The Inland Fisheries Service will
continue to work with producers to meet
biosecurity requirements by:

* Providing entry point biosecurity
signage with “Check, Clean and Dry’;
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¢ Provision of visitor log books (where
practical).

Further information

Producers that require assistance with
developing their Farm Biosecurity Plan in
respect of managing people and vehicles

accessing their properties for angling
should contact:

Neil Morrow, Manager Anglers Access
Inland Fisheries Service. Neil. Morrow@
ifs.tas.gov.au Ph.: (03) 6165 3815

Tassie in the 1960s

Our old newsletters are a wonderful
source of fascinating information.
The January 1963 newsletter, for example,
carries a report on the meeting where
VFFA president Fred Stewart gave
members his thoughts on fishing in
Tasmania. He and VFFA Secretary Tom
Riley had just returned from a Tassie trip.
Here is Fred's report on their exploits.

Tasmania has a great reputation as the
mecca of fly fishermen, though this is
now being challenged by the new lakes
in the Snowy Mountains and a few other
new lakes in northern Victoria. The great
advantage enjoyed by Tasmanian fly
fishers is the immense variety offered
within short drives from its main centres
of population.

Tom Riley and I arrived a little early for
the dry fly on the lakes. Penstock had
nothing to offer inshore, but wet fly from
a boat was quite lively at times. Tom and
I started our fishing on this water, but
took only one fish each. Next day the
very beautiful Pine Tier dam was visited.
This was in top dry fly condition, and
delighted us both. The browns, though
fairly small, took the fly and made off
with great gusto. One of Tom's, which
he did not land, took the fly when his
attention was diverted, and soon wound
the leader around some snags. The fish
kept Tom's fly.

We visited Little Pine in the morning and
Tom and I fished the river channel. I soon
had a strike close into the bank on a Black
Matuka. This was a grand fighting fish,

and turned the scales at just on 6 pounds.
Later in the day tailers in the shallows
gave us much excitement, and I was able
to take a brown of 32 pound whilst Tom
lost a really good one. Next night Tom
was a sight to see as he chased the tailers,
his eyes popping out as he shuffled along
on his knees, pumping the nymph out in
front of the moving fish. At last he raised
his rod in salute as he landed a beautiful
fish of just on 4 Ib.

The Morass, between the two Arthur
Lakes, gave us some interesting hours.
Moving fish in the weeds set us many
problems. Tom hooked a big one on a dry,
but alas his 3X tippet parted like a violin
string. But a good fish later came to Tom's
net. In the evening I took two on a brown
nymph.

Through the courtesy of Mr and Mrs
David Scholes I was able to visit the
rivers whilst enjoying my stay in their
home, which is situated so as to gain

a beautiful vista of Launceston, the
Tamar River, and the mountains beyond.
Again, the fishing was variable as the
north-eastern streams were high and not
fishable.

Altogether Tasmania has much to offer us
Victorians. There is still unlimited fishing,
with 10 Ib browns still under the wall of
the Great Lake inviting us to take them.
The fascination of the tailers and the rings
of the risers draw you back.

Tom and I would say, "Great show! We
hope to see you again soon."
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FLY OF THE MONTH

The CDC & Elk
(... as tied by Gordon Brooks)

Gordon Brooks is a fine fly tier. As a member of the South Australian Fly Fishers’
Association he ran their fly tying classes and prepared the fly tying segment in the
SAFFA monthly journal for many years. Gordon was in Tasmania a few weeks ago,
and following a discussion with your editor offered this fly as a very worthwhile
contribution to our Fly of the Month segment.

The websites tell us that the Dutch fly tying master Hans Weilenmann developed
the CDC & Elk as a variation of Al Troth’s Elk Hair Caddis. It became his go to fly
for mayfly hatches, a general search pattern for hatchless conditions, as a generic
emerger pattern and even as a wet fly. It is Hans' signature fly and is a pattern that a
lot of other anglers have learned to love.

As a fly it has these advantages — just a few materials (thread, CDC feather and
deer hair), it’s easy to tie (just a few tying steps and few turns of thread), is durable,
floats like a cork (the materials are willing floaters, and floatant can add to that),
and is a good imitation of a caddis whilst looking like a lot of other things to a

fish. Hans has a large section on his web site giving the history, a tying sequence, a
video, and much more.

Another writer eulogises as follows - this is a fantastic fly imitating caddis, but is
also a killer bug in mayfly hatches. It is one of my favourite flies for dealing with
difficult fish.

Hans” Weilenmann describes the fly as follows: “The inspiration for the CDC &
Elk was Al Troth’s classic Elk Hair Caddis. The EHC is a great fly, but I like to think
the CDC & Elk improves on this great pattern. It is, if possible, better floating.

The illusion of movement and life is provided by the straggling CDC barbs which
suggest any or all of the following - straggling legs, antenna, trailing shuck,
crippled wings, etc. It is tied with easily obtainable materials and is fast and simple
to tie.”
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Materials for the CDC & Elk:

Hook: standard dry fly hook, in sizes 12 - 18.

Thread: 6/0 brown or a colour to match the body.

Body and Hackle: CDC feather, colour to match the natural’s abdomen.
Wing: fine tipped elk or deer hair.

Tying the CDC & Elk:
1. Start the thread near the centre of the shank and wind a thread base back to just
above the barb.

2. Select a CDC feather in a colour to match the body of the insect you are imitating.
Stroke the fibres towards the tip and tie the feather in by its tips on the shank above
the barb.

3. Wind the tying thread in open turns up to near the eye of the hook. Twist the CDC
feather until the feather fibres (which are tied in by their tips) resemble a rope. Wind
the feather forward along the shank to form the body of the fly. When the loose fibres
start hanging out as you wind the feather forward, stroke them towards the rear as
you make each turn with the feather.

4. Tie the feather down at about 3 millimetres from the eye and trim the waste.

Select a bunch of deer or elk body hair sufficient in size to form the desired wing on
the fly. Clean out any underfur and short hairs, then stack the fibres to even the tips.

6. Hold the bundle of fibres on top of the hook so the tips reach a bit past the bend,
then tie the wing down with several wraps. Take care to hold the wing on top of the
hook until the wing is secure. The rear-most securing wraps should be a made with
less tension to avoid flaring the wing. Lift the wing butts up and take several wraps
under them around the shank to elevate them.

7. Finish the fly with a whip finish, then trim the wing butts an angle above the eye to
represent the head of the fly.

8. If you intend to wake the fly to represent a skittering caddis adult leave the butts a
bit longer. If there are too many straggly CDC fibres on the fly just tear a few off until
you have the number you require. If the CDC fibres trail too far beyond the wing just
tear them off to length.

Fishing It

Do not use floatant on the CDC & Elk as the CDC feather will matt and loose its floating
qualities. When the fly has become slimed by a trout wash the fly in the stream, dry it
with a piece of towel or a tissue and execute a couple of vigorous false casts to restore
its floating qualities. Desiccant powders work quite well on CDC based flies so are
valuable for restoring a waterlogged fly.

The CDC & Elk when tied with a full wing will represent both the adult and the
emerger. It works equally well on both moving and still waters. It can be presented
static without drag, or may be twitched to represent the skittering caddis adults.

With a sparse wing and tied in the appropriate size and colour it can also be a valuable
addition to your arsenal during mayfly, midge and stonefly hatches. The body sitting in
the film plus the straggling legs suggested by the stray CDC fibres present a convincing
emerger profile.

Copyright © Gordon Brooks 2009
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December 2018
13 Thursday

February 2019
4 Monday

16 —23

28 Thursday
March 2019
15-17

21 Thursday
25 Monday
April 2019

11 Thursday

19-21
29 Monday

VFFA 2018 meetings & other activities

Annual Christmas Dinner with guest speaker John Philbrick (VFFA
past president, life member, newsletter editor and highly skilled
angler

First Council Meeting for 2019 at 6:30 pm

Tasmanian Trip to Hayes on Brumby's

Event Co-ordinator — Hughie Maltby

General Meeting — 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club,

“Liars’ Night” — reports by members on their summer fishing

2019 Big River trip

Event Co-ordinator — John Pilkington
General Meeting — 8:00 PM at the Kelvin Club
Speaker - TBC

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm

General Meeting — 8:00 PM at the Kelvin Club

Speakers — Antony Boliancu and Bo Nikolic from Goulburn Valley
Fly Fishing Centre (TBC)

Easter weekend 2019

Council Meeting — 6:30 pm

VALUED DONORS

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2018 Annual Dinner:

e Aussie Angler Tackle Outfitters ® Armadale Angling ¢ Australian Fishing Network
e Essential Fly Fisher Launceston ® FlyLife Publishing e FlyFinz Fishing Tackle and
Books e Gavin Hurley’s Fly Fishing & Pro-Angler ¢ J.M. Gillies Pty Ltd
* Mayfly Tackle Pty Ltd ¢ Peter Hayese® Ray Brown Onkaparinga Flies ® The

Flyfisher Tackle Store Melbourne
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