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This year’s Annual Dinner is on Thursday, 
August 18, and will be held at the Kelvin 
Club. The cost is $80 for members and their 
guests, and an invitation is included with 
this issue of Fly Lines.

Our guest speaker for the evening is Joshua 
Hutchins from Aussie Fly Fisher. Since 
catching his first trout on a fly at the age of 
13, Joshua has spent many years travelling 
the globe in search of the best fly fishing 
experiences.

His recent travels have included Argentina, 
Thailand, Exmouth, Slovenia, Spain, 
Germany, Iceland, Italy, Tasmania and 
Mongolia. Closer to home Joshua has spent 
20 years exploring trout streams in the Blue 
Mountains and Central West of NSW.

As a writer and photographer 
Joshua is a regular contributor 
to both FlyLife and FlyStream 
magazines. When he isn’t 
sharing secrets of the Central 
West through his guiding 
service he is tying flies or 
refining his interest in fishing 
photography and writing. And 
on his days off he goes fishing.

This will be a fabulous 
opportunity to hear from a top 
Australian fly fisher, so mark 
it in your diary – Thursday, 
August 18 - and complete the 
enclosed invitation and send it 
to treasurer Tony Mitchem.

Our Annual Dinner – with guest speaker
Joshua Hutchins

AUGUST 2022

Thursday, August 18, 
6:30pm for 7:00pm at the

Kelvin Club

Joshua Hutchins lands some fabulous fish
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VRFish, the recreational fishing peak 
body in Victoria, is outraged at proposed 
regulations by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP), set to ban kids and families 
fishing in metropolitan lakes and rivers. 

DELWP has released consultation on 
proposed Crown Land (Reserves) 
(Metropolitan and Regional Parks) 
Regulations. These regulations provide 
for bans to recreational fishing on 
specified metropolitan and regional 
parklands such as Albert Park, Karkarook 
Park, Werribee River, Lower Yarra River, 
Maribyrnong River, Patterson River, 
amongst others.

According to the consultation document, 
banning children and families from 
fishing in metropolitan park lakes and 
river sections, while imposing a 10-unit 
penalty, will help ‘ensure the protection 
of the environment and cultural values to 
ensure safe and fair enjoyment.’

Minister for the Environment and 
Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio, made 
it clear during the second reading speech 
for the amending bill introducing the 
new regulation making power, ‘Good 

land management includes deterring 
behaviour that threatens the health of 
these assets or presents a risk to public 
safety.’

VRFish Chair, Rob Loats, said: “Families 
fishing in metropolitan and regional lakes 
does not increase the risk to public safety 
nor environment. Recreational fishing 
in the local lake is a safe and beneficial 
activity that creates treasured family 
memories. Since 2015, recreational fishers 
have invested more than $2 million 
per year of recreational fishing licence 
fees into recreational fishing initiatives, 
including to boost family fishing in park 
lakes. This proposal is clearly an attack on 
recreational fishing and again shows how 
out of touch Minister for the Environment 
and Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio, is 
with local community values.

VRFish is encouraging recreational fishers 
to email Premier Daniel Andrews and 
Minister for Fishing and Boating, Sonya 
Kilkenny, to inform them that children 
and families fishing in metropolitan park 
lakes is a healthy and beneficial activity 
that should be encouraged not banned.”

The Update:
It is pleasing to report that the following 
message has just been released by Travis 

ATF Report: Outrage As Regulations Pushed To Ban Kids 
Fishing Local Parks

... a note from Terry George, ATF President

... but the Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP) wants to ban young people 

from fishing in metropolitan lakes and rivers

Urban lakes are vital for teaching the next 
generation how to fish ...
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Dowling, Chief Executive Officer of 
Victorian Fisheries:

Fishing in Metro Parks:
There will be no changes to existing 
fishing arrangements in metropolitan 
parks and waterways. Existing 
arrangements for fishing access, fish 
stocking and fishing in metropolitan 
parks will not be affected by the proposed 
regulations.

Our government is encouraging and 
supporting families to get outdoors and 
enjoy the health and wellbeing benefits of 
recreational fishing.

Background
The Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is 
asking people to have their say on how 
metropolitan and regional parks are 
managed under the proposed Crown 
Land (Reserves) (Metropolitan and 
Regional Parks) Regulations.

The engage.vic.gov.au website has been 
updated to make clear that proposed 
regulations make no change to where 
people can fish. New arrangements for 
fishing access, fish stocking and fishing 
in metropolitan parks will go through the 
exact same process as they always have.

Not too young to start

Members are reminded that the 
September meeting will be our Annual 
General Meeting. President David Hooke 
is keen to remind us that all members are 
welcome, in fact strongly encouraged, 
to attend, and all financial members are 
eligible for nomination and election to 
the Council. Notice papers relevant to the 
AGM will be included in the September 
newsletter, these being the Nomination 
Form, the Appointment of Proxy Form, 
and the AGM agenda.  

Council meetings are held on the last 
Wednesday of each month and all the 
management issues involved in running 
the Association are dealt with at these 
meetings, so that our monthly general 
meetings can be given over totally 

to guest speakers, auctions, fly tying 
demonstrations, ... 

If you have experience and skills in 
business and management and are keen 
to see our Association remain vibrant and 
responsive to the needs of members, then 
please contact our president or secretary 
to indicate your interest in nominating 
for Council. Meetings held at the Kelvin 
Club commence at 6:30 pm and usually 
finish by 8:00 pm. Every second meeting 
is a Zoom meeting, commencing at 7:00 
pm. Our council meetings are often 
entertaining and lively. You would enjoy 
your participation as well as contributing 
valuable insights and points of view for 
the benefit of our members. 

The AGM date – Thursday, September 15, 
at the Kelvin Club.

The September AGM
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Having arrived at the edge of the river, the 
fisherman soon realized he had forgotten to 
bring any bait. Just then he happened to see 
a little snake passing by who had caught a 
worm. The fisherman snatched up the snake 
and robbed him of his worm. Feeling sorry 
for the little snake with no lunch, he snatched 
him up again and poured a little beer down 
his throat. Then he went about his fishing. 
An hour or so later the fisherman felt a tug at 
his pant leg. Looking down, he saw the same 
snake with three more worms in its mouth...

The month got off to a splendid start at the 
Red Tag Casting Pool on Sunday, July 3.

The weather was glorious, although 
a little cold. The sun was shining and 
there was lots of activity, with Red Tag 
members in attendance doing some 
filming and the Australian Casting 
Foundation running a competition. 
The VFFA members who did come 
enjoyed experimenting with some of 
the members’ new rods and trialling 
performance with different weight lines. 
Jo Dobson was our Honorary Casting 
Instructor for the day and her help was 
greatly appreciated.

Jo has recently successfully completed 
her FFI Certified Casting Instructor exam 
and we extend hearty congratulations 
to her on achieving this very significant 
milestone … perhaps en route to even 
more advanced certification in due 
course. No pressure! Congratulations Jo 
and we all look forward to reaping the 
benefit of your now certified instructing 
skills.

The guest speaker for our July meeting 
was Dr Peter Joseph, Patron and Past 
President of the South Australian 
Fly Fishing Association. Peter made 
a special trip from Adelaide to share 

reminiscences of his fly fishing career. 
It was a most interesting presentation 
which would have benefited from some 
of our own members, with whom he 
had shared some experiences, being 
able to be present. Unfortunately, at this 
time of the year many are overseas or 
interstate, or indeed Covid shy, given the 
rising infection rates. Despite the limited 
numbers, it was a successful luncheon 
and we're most grateful to Peter for 
making the effort to visit and speak to us. 

The July meeting was in fact our first 
lunchtime meeting for quite some time; 
certainly since before Covid, and it 
worked very well. So well in fact that 
we are planning to repeat it with a 
luncheon in November. This meeting 
will be preceded by a trip to the Shrine 
of Remembrance. Peter Whitelaw, well 
known to many of us as a longstanding 
member and regular attendee at our 
meetings, is also a Lifetime Trustee of the 
Shrine. He has very kindly offered to give 

President’s Message
President's Message

Dr David Hooke
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interested members a guided tour of the 
Shrine on the morning of our November 
meeting. We will have more detail about 
this in later newsletters, including a guest 
speaker for the luncheon. 

Ninetieth Annual Dinner: Thursday 
night, August 18, will be a huge night. 
Our guest speaker will be Joshua 
Hutchins, and as in previous years 
prior to Covid we will be conducting 
fund raising activities with raffles and 
auctions. Some 25 and 50 year badges will 
be presented. I remind all members that 
this is a special evening as it is our 90th 
Annual General Meeting, and I encourage 
everybody to make the effort to attend. 
To hell with Covid; we have to start living 
again. We must make the most of each 
day while our health allows it. 

The President’s Casting Day, traditionally 
held on the Sunday morning following 
the Annual Dinner, will be a little 
different this year. I have invited Ray 
Hoser, the snake man, to bring his 
reptiles (all surgically defanged) and his 
expertise to increase our awareness of 
the reptiles and how to avoid them. And 
if bitten, how best to deal with what can 
be a potentially lethal emergency. There 
is no doubt some of our members will 
inadvertently encounter snakes over 
the next few months … it will pay to be 
prepared. More details elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

The last winter fly tying session for this 
year will be held at the Aussie Angler 
store at 7:00 PM on Thursday, September 
1, and all those budding fly tiers who 
have the ambition to catch a sizable trout 
on a fly they've tied themselves should 
attend and hone their skills.

You will see from the calendar that 
there are several activities early in 
September which will occur before the 
next newsletter appears. These include 

the Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Annual 
Dinner and I know a number of members 
are close to the WFFA and will wish 
to attend. The Dinner is on Saturday, 
September 3, which is also the day the 
trout season opens again for our Victorian 
rivers. 

We are also planning to have a Season 
Opener with a barbeque and fishing on 
the Goulburn at the Dobsons property 
on Sunday, September 4. This will be a 
splendid way to start the season. Details 
will be promulgated nearer the time via 
Terry Rogers’ trusty email.

Don’t forget; diary now: Annual Dinner 
on the 18th; Snakes on Sunday 21st; a busy 
month.

David 

David introducing the speaker for our July meeting 
– Dr Peter Joseph
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With Spring and the season opening just 
a few weeks away it has been suggested 
that we should be aware of those 
snakes which will also be coming out 
of hibernation. They will be a bit slow 
and still dopey; ripe for an inadvertent 
encounter. (You never step over a log, do 
you?)

Several of our senior members have 
attended snake awareness sessions 
previously and found it fascinating and 
invaluable … who knows it may even 
save a life.

Ray Hoser of Snakebusters has agreed to 
bring his reptiles and his expertise to our 
President’s Casting Day at the Red Tag 
Casting Pool at 10am on Sunday, August 
21. Your VFFA Council believes this is 
such an important initiative that there 
will be no levy and no limit on numbers. 
Youngsters related to members are also 
very much encouraged to attend.

Obviously, feel free to bring a rod or two 
and have a cast, as it is a casting day 
after all. The Sunday casting mornings 
we have had already this year have been 
good fun and well worthwhile, with 

the more experienced casters happily 
helping the not so experienced, and of 
course we have had huge help from Ian 
Sambell and Jo Dobson volunteering 
as duty instructors. There will be no 
duty instructor on the 21st … we will be 
paying close attention to snakes!

Please let Terry Rogers know of your 
intention to attend (and any youngsters) 
when he sends out his email on Monday, 
August 15, as we need to know roughly 
how many sausages will be required for 
the barbecue!

Many thanks to Dermot O’Brien and 
Tony Mitchem for the suggestion and the 
support.

Snake Awareness and Snake Handling

A Tasmanian tiger snake – these are black and not banded, but still very dangerous

Tiger snakes are common around our rivers, so 
knowing about snake safety is important
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I received a note from John Killip a few 
weeks ago. In part he wrote: “Hi Lyndon, 
I am not doing any fishing so I don't have 
anything to report this month. I used 
to enjoy the late season spawning run 
fishing on the Eucumbene River, which is 
open until the June long weekend (NSW). 
But last time we were there in May it 
was so crowded it was terrible. Not 
only crowded, but mostly with people 
who had no idea what fishing etiquette 
is and had left their manners at home. 
One fellow waded into the river about 
10 metres in front of me as I was fishing 
towards the head of a pool, and when I 
complained he gave me several minutes 
of foul language.”

I’ve heard similar stories. Richard Kos 
tells how he was fishing the Big River at 
Enochs Point a few years ago and was 
working his way up an attractive run 
when a young teenager equipped with a 
spinning rod walked up behind him, then 
past him and started flicking a spinner 
into the water Richard was about to fish. 

The teenager worked his way right up the 
run Kossy was fishing, caught nothing, 
told Kossy he was wasting his time as 
there were no fish there, then disappeared 
further up the river wrecking the water 
ahead that Kossy was planning to fish. 

Yes, there are some well-established rules 
and principles we call fishing etiquette, 
and observing them does matter. And 
as John Killip's comments remind us, 
one of the important and always tricky 
issues is to do with sharing the resource. 
Us city-based members are familiar 
with the situation where we plan a trip, 
load the car, pick up our mate, travel a 
couple of hours to a favourite stretch of a 
river - and find a car or two already there 
when we arrive. Bother – or words to 
that affect. Fishing a section of a smallish 
stream that has already been picked over 
is invariably a waste of time. But is it 
ok to drive upstream and start fishing 
water ahead of the anglers already on 
the stream? How far upstream is fair and 
reasonable? 

“I thoroughly enjoy getting away from the game and going out fishing because it’s so relaxing, so 
quiet, and peaceful. I mean, there’s no noise other than nature… and it’s so different from what I 
do in a tournament situation that it just eases my mind.” (Tiger Woods)

“Three quarters of the Earth’s surface is water, and one quarter is land. It is quite clear that the 
good Lord intended us to spend triple the amount of time fishing as taking care of the lawn.” 
(Chuck Clark)

“The finest gift you can give to any fisherman is to put a good fish back, and who knows if the 
fish that you caught isn’t someone else’s gift to you?” (Lee Wulff) 

“My biggest worry is that my wife (when I’m dead) will sell my fishing gear for what I said I 
paid for it.” (Koos Brandt)

“The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable, a perpetual series 
of occasions of hope.”  (John Buchan)

From the
EDITOR’S DESK
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To ‘own’ a bit of river do you actually 
have to be in action? Many years ago I 
was fishing the Acheron with a mate and 
we arrived at the stretch just upstream 
from the bridge on the Maroondah 
Highway. There was an open camping 
area there with an ancient Land Cruiser 
parked in the middle. The owner of the 
Cruiser, who was chewing on his lunch 
and certainly not holding any angling 
gear, leapt to his feet and informed us 
loudly and in terms well decorated with 
invective and profanity that this was 
his section of the river and under no 
circumstances could we fish it. Before I 
found time to enter the discussion my 
colleague apologised for causing any 
inconvenience and assured the distressed 
gent that of course we wouldn’t fish his 
water but would recommence on the 
other side of the highway. Which we 
did, and caught some fish too. But the 
question remains – if you are not actually 
fishing is the water yours? 

Stillwaters of course are much easier to 
sort out. If you arrive and spot someone 
there already then you can either ask 
them which way they are heading, or just 
give them a generous stretch of bank and 
start fishing.

Another vital issue is to do with 
permission for access. Rivers often run 
through private property, so the obvious 
prerequisite is to seek permission from 
the landholder. A few years ago Dermot 
and I arrived at a middle section of the 
Steavenson River. We parked at a locked 
gate on a property and I hopped the fence 
and walked down the track in to speak to 
the farmer. I asked if we could have his 
permission to walk through and fish the 
river. He looked surprised for a moment, 
then explained that over the weeks of 
the recent Christmas holidays countless 
people had driven onto his property, 
parked where they liked, fished the river, 
emptied their empty drink bottles and 

bait containers and whatever else they no 
longer needed on his lawn, and then on a 
few occasions helped themselves to some 
of his tools before driving off. None had 
asked permission. “So yes, you're very 
welcome to fish the river here, and feel 
free to bring your car in and park it in the 
shade.”

Hubert Reichelt, long time VFFA member 
and past president, has made an art form 
of cultivating farmers. He has fished New 
Zealand’s South Island every year for 
many years. When he arrives he loads 
up on bottles of whisky and boxes of 
chocolates as gifts for the farmers and 
wives of the properties he plans to fish 
on. And they warmly welcome him. Some 
have given him keys to gates on tracks 
that lead to top sections of rivers. 

I was the very fortunate beneficiary of 
this largesse some 12 years ago. I had 
gone with Hubert to spend a week 
fishing the South Island and on one 
occasion we drove to a locked gate on a 
farm where Hubert used his key to gain 
access to the track in, then drove some 25 
km to a magnificent stretch of river that 
for obvious reasons was rarely fished. 
We unloaded our gear into a hut on the 
riverbank, then went fishing. Hubert 
spent a lot of his time guiding me but 
still managed to land 25 rainbows, all in 
the size range 3 – 5 lb. My take for day 
was 13 rainbows of the same size. Both 
of us hooked and lost or spooked lots of 
other fish. This remains one of my most 
successful and enjoyable fishing events. 

Our good friend Google has heaps of 
pages listing the rules of fishing etiquette. 
As an example from one site here are the 
“Six Unspoken Rules that will help to 
remove the heartburn that comes from 
arguments:

•	Don't Crowd other Anglers. Leave 
ample room between yourself and 
fellow anglers when wading or 
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boating. Fishing cheek-to-cheek usually 
results in tangled lines and a lot of 
unnecessary stress. Small streams 
require lots of room whereas the ocean 
not so much. More is better, though.

•	Honour anglers who arrived before 
you. If someone set the alarm earlier 
than you and got to the honey hole first 
there is no reason to jump in front of 
him. Go someplace else or sit on the 
bank until he's done, but respect the 
fact that he made a sacrifice that you 
did not. Tomorrow - set your clock a bit 
earlier...

•	Rest the water. Boats running around 
put down fish, as do lures constantly 
hitting the surface. If you're not 
catching much then rest the water. 
After a quiet spell the fish will come 
out of their safety zones and resume 
feeding.

•	Be clean. Take out what you take in and 
the environment stays clean. Lengths of 
monofilament line left behind can get 
swallowed by birds and fish that eat 
pieces of discarded bait and get clogged 
in their digestive tracts. 

•	Boaters should yield to wade 
fishermen. Shore-bound anglers don't 
have the ability to access deep water 
or to move around quickly like boaters 
do, so boaters should give way to shore 
fishermen.

•	A careful approach. Be careful how 
you approach the water. In rivers silt 
or mud kicked up by clumsy wading 
spooks fish downstream. Walking 
behind anglers prohibits their casting, 
and shadows can spook fish. Walk 
around so you don't foul up an angler 
working a fish.

Well, there’s a few suggestions. It’s 
now August and our stream fishing 
recommences in a few weeks’ time. So 
get some flies tied, check your gear, 
clean your fly lines, and I trust that when 
you hit the streams you encounter only 
courteous anglers who are fully mindful 
of the etiquette that applies.

Lyndon Webb

Hubert Reichelt fishing a very productive South 
Island river

The Tangled Web
When I phoned President David Hooke 
after Duncan Milenkovic's death I 
commented on how many lasting fly 
fishing friendships had resulted from our 
chance meetings in 1970 and 1980, and 
his subsequent introductions of me to his 

Tasmanian friends Dan Dempsey, David 
Brewer and John Stagg.

Our conversation about these events 
reminded me of the popular quote from 
Scott's "Marmion", about tangled webs. 
So for amusement I added some doggerel 
to the original two lines, incorporating as 
many book titles as I could:

Dr Peter Joseph at our July Meeting
... a brief summary of Peter’s presentation
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“O what a tangled web we weave 
when first we practice to deceive
"The Swift Trout" with feathered lure 
Ourselves enmesh in bonds secure 
The trammel of our sport's allure 
And so, employing "Fur and Feather"
Indulge ourselves in "Lifelong Pleasure"

Unfortunately, we sometimes find 
ourselves in a situation where deceit 
is focused not on the trout but on our 
spouses, due to a sense of guilt over the 
cost, or the absolute necessity, of yet 
another Jungle Cock neck, graphite rod, 
or collectable book. My wife's opinion 
is that my next birthday and Christmas 
presents are now due in 2033.

I remember bringing home my first Gore-
tex jacket many years ago and hanging it 
in my study, I won't say surreptitiously, 
but without drawing it to my wife’s 
attention. Friends dropped in for coffee 
that evening and when the ladies were 
chatting I gestured to the husband to 
follow me. I proudly displayed my new 
purchase. He asked the price, so I told 
him, adding that it was worth it after all 
because it was sweat free. 

My wife, who is uncomfortably 
perceptive, had followed us and 
overheard my comment. "It's not sweat 
free now," she said from the doorway.

I also have to confess to an attempt 
to deceive a fellow VFFA member. In 
November 2009 I was fishing the lower 
Mataura and had started the day several 

miles downstream from the Mataura 
Island Bridge. The day was sunny, the 
river was at the perfect level for fishing 
the pockets along the banks, and the 
duns hatched with only the briefest 
interruptions. My farmer host had driven 
me through a neighbouring farm to the 
best water and dropped me off. This was 
my red-letter day and I had landed 25 
from 30 chances on a size 16 Peck-style 
dun.

Not many visiting anglers come this 
far south, as much of the river here is 
willowed, and there are high banks and 
deep water more suited to thread-lining. 
Not so the intrepid Andrew Mossman, 
who I encountered as I walked upstream. 
He had found an obscure ‘Angler's 
Access’ and was busily casting to rising 
fish in a pool on a bend. 

We chatted, and I admired his beautifully 
tied flies. I really wanted to share the 

Peter Joseph netting another South Island trout

Peter Joseph speaking at our July meeting

Rex Wallman fishing the Waipahi in New Zealand 
in 1971
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water, but having been sworn to not 
divulge the excellence of the home stretch 
by my farming friends, I had no option 
but to shoulder my rod and walk past all 
the good water, back to the bridge and 
home. We corresponded, and I did send 
Andrew some CDC feathers, but have 
never asked him if he was fooled by my 
nonchalance. I strongly suspect not.

I started Medicine and fly fishing in 
1963. I have been fortunate to find a job 
which has never seemed like work and 
a pastime that has kept me physically 
and mentally fit. The Torrens River 
Gorge in South Australia was only a half 
hour drive from home, and it was ideal 
learner's water with easy small fish and 
difficult larger browns that only became 
accessible as one's skills improved. 

Several very productive miles of the 
Torrens were leased to the South 
Australian Fly Fishers’ Association by 
the E&WS, and its spawning tributary, 
Sixth Creek, was owned by sympathetic 
landowners. In exchange we voluntarily 
stocked all trout-compatible waters 
in the State. The Government gave 
SAFFA £1,000 annually, access through a 
reservoir reserve to our hatchery under 
the reservoir wall, and free water to run 
it.

We had an excellent relationship with 
the relevant government departments, 
but that is now being sorely tested by the 
green agenda. We are no longer allowed 
to stock some of our best brown trout 
streams, so are now actively stocking 
more farm dams to make up for their loss. 

We have around 120 members with 
a number of new members pending. 
Our social activities include monthly 
meetings, fly tying meetings, and casting 
sessions. We purchased two former 
railway fettlers’ cottages in the northern 
town of Yacka when the line was closed. 
The Broughton River is a one-hour drive 

from Adelaide, has long slow reedy 
pools, and a lot of large difficult fish 
which sometimes cooperate. The cottages 
allow for overnight stays at nominal cost. 

My father knew Bruce Chisholm of 
Khancoban Station. When I started 
attending the Freshwater Fishermen's 
Assemblies at Providence Portal we 
would drop in for a fish on our way. The 
Swampy Plains flow was at the mercy of 
the Hydro and the fishing was usually 
difficult, with flows either too high or too 
low. I do, however, remember one superb 
fish which made a classic Marinaro rise 
to my Hopper pattern while several 
hundred Sulphur Crests in the redgums 
were screaming their disapproval at my 
presence.

Later on my own fishing friendships 
developed. Bill McLay was a Scot, the 
President of SAFFA when I joined, and 
a good friend of David Featherstone. He 
was also the regular fishing partner of a 
later SAFFA President, Rex Wallman. Bill 
moved to Dunedin, so Rex decided to 
take me on as a substitute fishing partner, 
despite a significant age gap. We fished 
the local streams and also joined the 
Warrnambool Fly Fishers. 

Rex was an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Fresh Water Fishing Assembly and had 
stayed with John Sautelle at Black Lake 
Lodge. I had read of a plan mooted by 
Dr Don Francois of NSW Fisheries to net 
the spawning browns as they ran into 
the Eucumbene River to thus increase 
the rainbow population for the benefit of 
casual tourist anglers and boat fishermen. 
I wrote to the Monaro Acclimatisation 
Society to express my concern. John 
Sautelle took exception to an interloper 
from South Australia, and a young one at 
that, venturing an opinion. 

John’s generic name for Victorians was 
"The Mexicans" - the bad guys from 
south of the border, and I was included. 
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He wrote about his local streams, but 
never used their true names. He was also 
outraged that Jack Johnson, a Sydney 
member of the then Australian Fly 
Tiers Guild, had shown me the Little 
Plains River and the Quidong, and had 
also introduced me to the landowners. 
Then followed some acrimonious 
correspondence, so Rex decided we 
should meet and settle our differences at 
the next Fresh Water Fishing Assembly. 
He introduced me to all the people I had 
read about, including Did Gadsby, Carl 
Massy and of course John Sautelle.

John could not have been more gracious. 
He commented that he’d been told I tied 
a good fly, so I presented a box of my 
flies for his inspection. He flipped all the 
Peck's Duns onto the table and separated 
them, with those that cocked perfectly 
staying under his hand. He mentioned 
that he was going to Tasmania, so the flies 
that had cocked perfectly went into his 
fly box.

John enjoyed showing us the more 
accessible local waters, and recorded one 

such morning in his book, Champagne Fly 
Fishing. He was determined to prove to 
sceptics that trout took backswimmers. It 
was 1982, we were fishing the Bombala, 
and I had taken a fish on a nymph. It was 
full of backswimmers. 

John was in command, Rex was his old 
friend, and Rex was being organized to 
catch a fish moving on the other side of 
the river. John took my fly and gave it 
to Rex, who cast and hooked and then 
landed a large fish. Rex and John were 
delighted. When I asked for my fly back 
Rex became very vague. He only "found" 
it and returned it to me when we drove 
home. 

My first serious trip to New Zealand was 
in 1971. Rex Wallman invited me to join 
with he and Bill McLay for a fortnight's 
fishing in the Waitaki Valley from 
Omarama and the Waipahi River from 
Gore. We fished sizes 14 and 16 Black and 
Peacock Spiders and Rob McLay's brown 
lamb's wool nymphs along the Lake 
Benmore road shore. We started before 
dawn, fished until late morning, had 
lunch and a nap, then resumed for a final 
session, often finishing well after dark. 
Bill was on a mission to reduce the fish 
population, as the lake had filled some 
years earlier and due to its wonderful 
spawning rivers the size of the fish had 
halved: 3 1b instead of 6.

The bag limit was eight. These were not 
catch and release days. I occasionally 
caught eight if I put in an extra session 
while the others slept. Bill killed 24 each 
day. All the fish were filleted, and the 
fillets frozen by the storekeeper for later 
distribution to friends and institutions 
in Dunedin. The fish were regarded, like 
venison and gamebirds, as part of the 
domestic budget.

The Waipahi was a revelation. It was 
a manageable-sized river where the 
nymphs hatched, the trout rose to Blue 

Rex Wallman and Bill McLay were keen to reduce 
the trout population in Lake Benmore in the early 

1970s because the spawning streams were so 
productive that the average size of fish was falling
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Duns in the morning and later to Red 
Tipped Governors, and, unlike Benmore, 
we enjoyed several successive sunny 
days. On one occasion they left me on a 
difficult pool to fish the Rocky Face beat. 
When I caught up with them later in the 
afternoon I was fishless, while Bill had 
eight and Rex had seven. My consolation 
was that as Rex cleaned his fish whilst 
straddling a rocky channel a huge eel 
appeared between his legs, causing 
considerable consternation. 

My choice of work involved a lot of 
interstate travel and the opportunity to 
buy genetic hackles and other gear not 
available in Adelaide. Melbourne always 
meant a visit to the Compleat Angler. 
Marty Rogers became a good friend. He 
would ask if items I purchased would 
actually be used or just purchased to 
settle what he called my "Tackle Anxiety!” 

Duncan Milenkovic introduced me to 
Dan Dempsey. Dan had asked Duncan 
if he knew a doctor who would carry 
Tiger Snake antivenene on a bushwalk 
into the Pine River Valley in Tasmania. 
Duncan suggested me, so I thank him for 
another enduring friendship. On my first 

hike with Dan I carried the antivenene 
on a day’s walk into Three Arm Lake 
where the snakes were particularly 
active. And I nearly got to use it. John 
Stagg had landed a fish off a rocky shore 
when a basking tiger snake struck the 
fish in his hand. John was shocked by 
this experience. We saw the fish die. The 
snake swam off into some debris, so 
we decided on a change of scene with a 
marathon hike to Lake Silver.

Dan is a Scot. In Scotland he read 
Scholes’s Fly Fisher in Tasmania and told 
his wife to pack, as they were emigrating. 
Her protests were in vain. Some weeks 
later he was catching fish in the North 
Esk on a size 20 Tups Indispensable, 
fished Dee style on a very fine tippet. An 
angler he encountered asked what he 
was using, so Dan told him in his strong 
Scottish accent. The stranger asked if he 
was a visitor. Dan told him that he had 
immigrated because he had read a book 
by a chap called Scholes. David Scholes 
then identified himself. 

Dan subsequently moved to Invercargill 
in New Zealand. Drawing on his Scottish 
experience he also worked out 

Peter Joseph caught some fine browns from the Broughton River in South Australia in the 1970s
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where and how the sea trout could 
be caught in the Aparima. The local 
newspaper wrote a feature on him, so the 
Wyndham Angling Club asked Dan to 
visit and teach members fly tying. 

One of my patients in Adelaide told me 
that her brother, Dick Woodard, was a 
well-known Tasmanian angler who was 
mentioned in a book by an author whose 
name she had forgotten. On her next visit 
she brought in an inscribed gift volume 
from David Scholes of Ripples Runs and 
Rises. In it David compares Dick to Max 
Christensen as an innovative fly tier. 
Dick’s dragon fly pattern was designed 
to flutter down as an egg laying female. 
David Scholes describes its construction 
as so complex as to defy commercial 
copying. 

I once asked Ray Brown how he fished 
to damselfly feeders. He said, "I walk 
past them". Ray then asked me if I still 
had a copy of his book, Dry Flies of the 
Fleurieu Peninsula, for which I wrote the 
foreword. The streams about which he 
wrote are now sadly affected by dams on 
their tributaries and water abstraction, 
and are also those which we are no longer 
permitted to stock.

Before GPS and Greg French's books 
the walk from the Lake Ada car park to 
Silver was quite an adventure. My last 
trip was when I was 70, nearly eight years 
ago. We used to joke about hiring pack 
horses, but saw the damage they did to 
fragile terrain, let alone the rubbish one 
party left behind. We decided that when 
our time was up, it all belonged to a new 
generation.

Lake Sonya was my favourite, especially 
if the Spinner were up. The fishing 
around the edge early in the morning was 
good, especially along the south-eastern 
shore where the Tier comes right down 
to the lake. There was a fallen pine trunk 
to negotiate, then a resident tiger snake 

to warn off, then a short bash through 
the bankside vegetation to spot the 
shoring fish, or later, risers to spinners. 
Dan caught 16 in one afternoon without 
moving.

Dan Dempsey moved back to Tasmania, 
retired at 55, designed and built his house 
at Tod’s Corner, and while no longer 
hiking had his old friends stay with 
him whenever we could make it. With 
limited time the visiting South Australian 
contingent fished every day. He watched 
the lake from his fly tying bench and 
fished when the conditions were right.

The most obvious difference I see in New 
Zealand fishing over time is the huge 
increase in tourist numbers, traffic, and 
the tourist support industry. There has 
obviously been greatly increased angling 
pressure from around the world. And 
guiding is now a serious industry. With 
the expectation of results in line with 
the expense to visiting anglers there has 
been some deterioration in the usually 
impeccable New Zealand manners. On 
several occasions in recent years when 
fishing a spot I have had to suggest to an 
interloping visiting angler, rather than 
the guide, that I could recommend a spot 
nearby so neither of us felt crowded. 

The dairy industry was originally centred 
in the North Island but has now altered 
the landscape in the South Island. The 
inherent politeness of Kiwis prevented 

Rex Wallman caught two fine browns from Waituna 
Lagoon in New Zealand in 2012. At this time Rex 

was 86 years old.
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them from speaking up until far too late. 
The hedges which defined the South 
Island landscape have been replaced 
by kilometres of mobile irrigation. The 
water comes from the East coast aquifer 
so the once famous small streams around 
Timaru are so depleted now that they 
only flow part time. Cattle have damaged 
the banks of the Ohape, a wonderful 
spring creek near Temuka, and the Opihi 
at Hanging Rock is infested at times 
with Blue Green Algae. The spawning 
tributaries of the Waitaki, including the 
Hakataramea, provide irrigation so that 
the valley looks green, but the salmon are 
almost gone. 

Ninety million litres of water a day are 
pumped from the Mataura aquifer, and 
the lower Mataura, recently saved from 
pollution from meat works and paper 
mills, now smells again at low river 
levels. It still fishes well at times, but the 
mad rises are now few and unpredictable, 
and the fish are smaller. The fly life 
certainly is. My local contacts use size 
18 nymphs, and a size 18 dun is often 

preferred to a 16, even when using it to 
float a nymph. But it is not all doom and 
gloom. From Fairlight to Fortrose there 
are still trout to be caught in the Mataura 
and its tributaries, including the very 
difficult Brightwater.

On one Tasmanian trip Dan Dempsey 
invited me to join him and Charles Peck 
at Tooms Lake. It was fishing well to his 
newly designed Mudeye. He advised me 
that Charles was having success with a 
10-foot rod. I had enjoyed a 6 weight 9' 
XP rod for several years, so I bought the 
6 weight 10' model. The 9' is delightful, 
but the 10 footer is now my usual rod, 
certainly on and around lakes and larger 
rivers in New Zealand. It will deliver a 
size 18 dry, or turn over 3 small nymphs 
without drama, as well as cast a smelt 
imitation or large weighted wets. 

Gavin Hurley's talk to SAFFA and the 
VFFA was published in Fly Lines. There 
is not much to add on fly selection. To 
the Parachute Adams I would add a 
Parachute Loves Lure for difficult lake 
fish. The Cicada is often obvious, but 

Bill McLay and Rex Wallman fished the Waipahi in the South Island of New Zealand often and successfully. 
They reported that the fish refused a size 16 Red Tipped Governor but took a size 18. In the 1970s catch and 

release was not on the agenda.
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sometimes not preferred when the Green 
Beetle is also on the water. The Parsons 
Glory looks like a Bully, and is usually a 
safe bet for smelters as well. I find a small 
Lunn's Particular still good for spent 
spinners, but the Red Tipped Governor, 
which was the Dun pattern of choice, has 
been superseded by a small Peck's. The 
old fly still works.

I have used a wading staff in New 
Zealand for over 30 years. These days I 
use it to get out of trouble, whereas in my 
youth it got me into trouble - impulsively 
trying to reach an unsafe spot to fish a 
great-looking lie. 

I take my C&F Designs travelling fly 
tying kit in my luggage to New Zealand 
and have built up a supply of materials I 
leave in Timaru to avoid airport stress.

My first trip to Tasmania involved 
walking the Overland Track from Cradle 
Mountain to Lake St Clair. The upper 
Derwent has scrubby banks and my 
casting was poor, so my stock of flies was 
diminishing cast by cast. Wading was 
the only answer, but my waders were 
in Adelaide, as was my net. Despite the 
gravel road to the dam it seemed quite 
remote, so I stripped off below the waist, 
boots and socks as well as jocks. The 
water was cold, so I was almost unaware 
of the damage to my feet. As the morning 
rise to the caddis came to an end I hooked 
a good fish. It tired, but my amateur 
attempts to grab it failed. A tourist bus 
passed by and pulled up at the dam. 

Fortunately I had enough cover to get 
back to my clothes. 

I later met some hikers at the Derwent 
Bridge pub. We shared the fish with some 
girls we had met en route in exchange 
for some rum. Some years later I was 
on night duty at the Queen Victoria 
obstetrics hospital in Adelaide and the 
midwives invited me to share a birthday 
cake in their tea-room. The birthday girl 
just happened to be one of the hikers.

I had joined the Monaro Acclimatisation 
Society as a student, and had several 
great trips in long vacations, advised by 
the locals and John Hedge's notorious 
book. We sometimes fished the Ovens 
and Kiewa on the way. On my first 
Snowy trip I visited Jack Smart in Tumut 
and bought some of his Green and 
Yellow Smart's Hoppers. He sent us to 
the Goobragandra where I had a great 
time missing fish after fish due to over-
excitement and inexperience. The last 
time I fished it was many years ago near 
the confluence with the Tumut. I caught 
three large Carp on dry Nobby-style 
Hoppers.

There is a wealth of book-worthy material 
in Rex Wallman’s meticulous diaries 
dating back to 1955. With his approval I 
curated his enormous collection of fly-
tying materials and donated it to SAFFA 
on his behalf. I also ensured that his 
efforts when President to restore SAFFA 
to financial security were recognised by a 
Life Membership.

All VFFA members are reminded 
that they are welcome to attend the 
Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ 53rd Annual 
Dinner. This is a very special event, being 
a fish and game dinner that has earned 
a wonderful reputation over many years 
for the quality of the food on the menu.

This year’s dinner will be held on 
Saturday, September 3, in the Function 
Room under the Warrnambool Racing 
Club Pavilion on Grafton Road, 
Warrnambool. 

Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Annual Game Dinner 
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Before dinner drinks with deep-fried 
crumbed abalone will begin at 6:00 pm, 
and guests will sit for the first course 
at 7:00 pm for the start of what will 
undoubtedly be another night of fabulous 
food and wonderful company. 

As usual, it will be a BYO wine and beer 
night. There is no bar at the venue. The 
cost of the dinner has been set at $90. The 
Chef is again Robert King.  

Those wishing to attend should contact 
Jim Blakeslee on his e-mail address - 
jtblakeslee@westvic.com.au before July 
20 to book a seat. Between July 20  and no 
later than July 27 guests intending to go 
should contact WFFC President, Adrian 
Jacobs, by calling him on 0437 620 972.   

There is a limit of 65 persons who can 
fit into the venue at the Warrnambool 
Racing Club Pavilion and places are 
filling fast, so a prompt response is 
recommended.   

Jim Blakeslee’s contact details are Phone 
– 03 55625168, Mobile – 0437 983 421, and 
e-mail – jtblakeslee@westvic.com.au 

The Warrnambool Annual Dinner is a truly 
magnificent event – always worth the trip

At our June meeting Gavin Hurley spoke 
about the seasonal aspects of fishing the 
South Island of New Zealand. Hurley’s 
Fly Fishing has been hosting trips to 
Lumsden (on the Oreti River, an hour 
south of Queenstown) for 20 years and 
has recently updated the accommodation to make what is already a great trip, even 

more comfortable.

Hurley’s Fly Fishing Trips to New Zealand
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Council discussed the possibility of 
formally creating VFFA trips to New 
Zealand under Gavin’s aegis, but 
the feeling was that we are already 
organising and responsible for several 
trips and this would be a step too far.

In discussing this further with Gavin, he 
has the following package deals for VFFA 
members: 

Spaces are available for groups of 4 
or 6 members at our new premises in 
Lumsden on the below dates, which are 
now available but obviously are filling as 
bookings come through.

2022: 
October 2-9, 9-16, 16-23, 23-30, 30- Nov 6.

December 4-11, 11-18

2023:
January 1-8, 8-15, 22-29, 29- Feb 5

March 5-12, 12-19, 19-26

April 9-16, 23-30 (Twin share rooms for a 
group of 4 these two weeks)

The cost is $4,499pp for the 7-night 
guided adventure, but if four members 
book in on the same week it is $3,999, 
thus saving $500, and if it is a group of six 
it is $3,499, thus a $1000 discount.

All trips are Sunday to Sunday, from 
Queenstown, and all inclusive except for 
air fares. Members of Council have been 
on trips with Gavin and can confirm that 
they are great fun, excellent fishing and 
good value.

Members are encouraged to form groups 
of four or six as they see fit and contact 
Gavin directly to book a week as a group. 
It is a very generous discount on the 
usual price of $4,499 for individuals.

To help you decide which season best 
suits your group you need to refer back to 
the text of Gavin’s talk in June, or contact 
him directly for further information.

Many members have now enjoyed the 
experience of fishing Millbrook Lakes, 
undoubtedly the best stillwater fishing 
in Victoria. The lakes we fish are very 
attractive and well-stocked, and our past 
visits have been thoroughly enjoyable. 
We remain very grateful to Mark Weigall 
for providing us with this opportunity. 

The date for our next visit is Wednesday, 
September 28, and our scheduled fishing 
time is from 10:00 am until dark.

The invitation to visit Millbrook for this 
time will be provided by Terry Rogers via 
an email to all members, probably sent 
out in mid-September. Keep an eye out 
for it. 

If you haven’t yet made use of this 
fabulous opportunity, then be aware that 
those who haven’t been are given priority 
over those who (like your editor) have 
been a number of times.

Millbrook in early Spring

Get in early for the September Millbrook trip. The 
fishing is always excellent.”
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“There were no taking fish in the fast 
water, so I cast to the opposite side 
where there were rocks, and a rocky 
wall dropping straight into the deeper 
water. The little Red Tag immediately 
disappeared, and as I tightened the line 
all hell broke loose.”
A great description to whet the appetite 
of any fly fisher.
How this fishing episode finished is 
just one of the many stories in a new 
Australian book, Where Time Stands Still 
by Alan and John Pilkington.
From 1936 the Pilkington family has 
had a love affair with a corner of the 
Victorian high country. Enochs Point 
was a played out and abandoned gold 
mining settlement when John and Alan’s 
grandfather Rex came into this rough 
country valley cut by Big River.”
John and Alan’s first trips to Big River 
were by foot and pushbike as boys 
with their father Ralph. This was often 
a tough ordeal as they dealt with bush, 
mountainous blackberries, searingly hot 
summers and bitterly cold winters and on 
one occasion a life-threatening medical 
condition afflicting Ralph.
Many families have stories, but few make 
it into print. This is a generational saga, 
the story of how the Pilkington family 
and their friends connected with the 
bush. And, despite living in Melbourne 
how they became outstanding bushmen.
This connection has continued over five 
generations. 
The book; rich with descriptions of hard 
physical effort as trees were felled with 
axe and hand-saw to construct and 
maintain the bush huts over the 86 years. 
It wasn’t all hard work and there are 
stories of good times, trout fishing and 

solitude. The chapter ‘Wetting a Line’ will 
resonate with fly fishers and there is no 
shortage of advice of the best flies for Big 
River.
The book has detailed maps of the Big 
River valley above and below Enochs 
Point with features and favourite fishing 
haunts.
Of course, John is a long standing VFFA 
member, Alan slightly less so and many 
VFFA members have enjoyed regular 
trips to Big River or ‘Chateau Pilks’ as it 
is know after a few beverages.
Alan’s daughter Amy, an artist living in 
the US, has done the art work and her 
sketches add to the reading experience as 
does a small selection of poems about Big 
River and the bush to finish the book.
Where Time Stands Still is available from 
Amazon books (new releases) for $32.94, 
or from John himself for $25.
This is a good read for any people who 
love the bush, fly fishers and especially 
VFFA members.

Where Time Stands Still
... by Alan and John Pilkington.

A great read! Well worth the cost.



22 VFFA AUGUST 2022

The Tasmanian brown trout season opens 
on Saturday, August 6, this year. The La 
Nina weather pattern has been kind to 
the eastern side of Tasmania, meaning 
trout fishing waters in that area have 
benefited from the rain, and this forecast 
is to continue. Lake Crescent is one of the 
waters that has benefited.
Lake Crescent is known for growing BIG 
brown trout up to 10 kg and beyond, when 
the environmental conditions are good. It 
has a surface area of 23 square kilometres, 
a maximum depth of 2.4 metres when 
full, and a muddy bottom. The main 
lake gets very dirty during wind events, 
particularly when the water level is low. 
The trout find it difficult to feed in these 
turbid conditions and lose condition if the 
periods of low water are extended. On the 
other hand the trout grow very quickly 
when the lake is full and conditions are 
good. When the turbidity drops below 50 
Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU’s) 
the trout can visually home in on their 
prey. 
The water depth and quality also have a 
major impact on the galaxiid population, 
and at high water levels extensive 

wetlands become inundated provide an 
almost unlimited food source for trout. 
The water in the wetlands can be crystal 
clear. 
Lake Crescent is a very dynamic and 
fertile trout fishery.

Big brown trout caught by the electrofishing boat in 
Lake Crescent

Let’s now go back to 1995 when 
European carp were found in the Lake 
Crescent and its partner Lake Sorell. 
Lake Crescent was closed to the public 
for most of the period up until carp were 
declared to be eradicated from the lake in 
2009. During this period Tasmania was 
impacted by the Millennium Drought, 
and Lake Crescent suffered particularly 
badly. The lake was very low and the 

turbidity reading went 
up over 600 NTU’s. The 
wetlands dried out, 
the fish population in 
the lake suffered badly, 
and there was a fight 
between the downstream 
farmers wanting more 
water and those who 
looked to protect the 
environmental values of 
the lake. Trout fishing 
wasn’t good.

Tasmanian trout fishing season outlook for 2022-23 – 
Lake Crescent Big brown trout

... from Chris Wisniewski, Tasmanian IFS

Figure 1: Turbidity levels in Lake Crescent from the end of the Millenium 
Drought in 2008 until now.
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When the carp were found fine mesh 
screens were installed at the outflow 
of both lakes Crescent and Sorell. As 
Lake Sorell was the main source of 
trout recruitment for Lake Crescent 
the screens prevented this natural 
downstream stocking migration. The IFS 
supplemented trout by transferring small 
numbers of wild adult brown trout from 

the Central Highlands spawning run fish 
traps.

Since 2009 there have been good signs of 
the trout fishery recovering, only to be 
thwarted by periods of low water levels 
and turbid water. We are currently in a 
window where the lake is likely to fill 
and spill for the second year in a 
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row. Last season reports started to sneak 
out of brown trout to 4 kg being caught. 
A Fisheries Performance Assessment of 
Lake Crescent indicated that the number 
of trout in the lake was high for a trophy 
fishery, so no trout were put in the lake 
this year.

A boat is a definite advantage when 
fishing the lake, though not totally 
necessary as there is plenty of good 
water that can be accessed on foot and by 
wading. A boat allows anglers to move 
around the lake more easily, depending 
on the wind. There is only one boat ramp 
and that is in the outflow canal.

Lake Crescent fishing hot spots
1)	The mouth of the outflow canal and 

Tea-Tree Point. Generally sheltered 
from the wind. A good spot when 
water is being released from the lake. 
Fish are attracted to the flow and the 
food being drawn past the mouth of 
the canal. The rocky shore to the north 
along Tea-Tree point is good when 
the lake is full and can be waded. Be 
careful on the big rocks. The trout push 
right in close looking for bait fish.

2)	Top of the Tea-Tree Marsh. Typically 
sheltered from the wind unless there is 
a strong south-easterly. At high water 
levels there are a series of indentations 
along the front of the marsh that the 

trout use as highways to access the 
unlimited food supply back amongst 
the strap weed. Casting along baumea 
rushes from a boat provides a defined 
edge where the fish cruise.

3)	 Corner of the Island. A drain runs 
around the back of the island which 
the fish use to access deeper into the 
marsh. There is a rocky edge at the 
start of the island where the trout 
come in close to chase the baitfish. 
In calm low light conditions big bow 
waves and backs are often seen.

4)	 Point of the Island. There are a few 
underwater rocky knolls south of this 
point so beware of these when in a 
boat. A bit of slightly deeper water can 
be accessed from the shore. A good 
spot to pick up fish cruising past. By 
moving to either side of the point you 
can normally escape the wind.

5)	 Mouth of the Interlaken Canal. Fish 
are drawn up the canal when water is 
being released from Lake Sorell so the 
mouth and the canal itself are worth 
fishing. At high levels it also floods up 
a drain line beside the eastern side of 
the island and fish access the marsh. 
Easy foot access by walking down the 
canal from the Interlaken Road.

6)	 Triffitt Point. Rocky edge similar to the 
Point of the Island.

A typical Lake Crescent monster brown
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7)	 Boat House Shore. Really only 
accessed by boat and is exposed to the 
prevailing wind so caution is needed. 
Drifting along casting into the rocky 
edge is the best way to fish it. Big trout 
hunt bait fish here like the other rocky 
shores.

8)	 Bullies Marsh. Good when the lake 
is full. A nice defined edge flooding 
back into some interesting corners 
and drains. Exposed to the wind but 
sheltered from a southerly.

9)	 Jacks Point. A rocky point with a drain 
around the edge into the bottom of the 
Clyde Marsh. A highway for trout.

Boating
Although Lake Crescent looks big when 
you get out on it in a boat you need to be 
careful. There are reefs and rocks in the 
most unexpected places, even way out in 
the lake. Due to its shallow nature and 
wide expanse it can get very rough when 
the wind blows. It is easy to get caught 

out, and people have drowned on this 
lake. Check the weather forecast. 

Best times to fish 
The best times to fish the lake are from 
August to November before things heat 
up, then again in April, though the level 
is normally lower by then and not quite 
as good. The galaxias spawn on the rocks 
and in the wetlands during August/
September. The trout will push deep 
into the wetlands during spring if the 
water level is high, so wading from the 
shore and prospecting with a wet fly is 
worthwhile along and near any of the 
drains. At low light periods fish can be 
found “busting up” on bait fish schools. 
Wet flies that imitate the galaxias and 
frogs are best.

This coming season is likely to be one 
of those periods when the water level in 
Lake Crescent will be high during spring 
and the trout will be big.

On a blustery cold evening in July we had 
nine members turn out to learn the art of 
tying deer hair wing flies. Richard Kos 
patiently took us through the finer points 
of deer hair choice and how to construct 
wings for flies such as adult caddis 
patterns and wee creek hoppers. The 

Bullet-head Hopper was an interesting fly 
we tied as well.

Flies tied and procedures shown 
included how to construct a segmented 
and detached body, tying small half 
bullet-head caddis patterns, and how 

Winter Fly Tying in July

Members gathered around Richard to see how he does it
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I was booked to do a talk for a club 
in Wollongong, but when I got there 
we couldn't get the projector for the 
slideshow to work. So I had to wing 
something. They had a large whiteboard 
there so I thought I might try to describe 
fly casting with diagrams on this 
whiteboard. Everyone said later that they 
had learned a lot in a short time. So this is 
a talk I've now given a few times. 

I'm an examiner with Fly Fishers 
International and as such I examine 
people who want to be casting 
instructors. We always have two 
examiners for each candidate, and we 
ask ourselves this question: “Is the 
candidate in control of the rod tip?” 
That's the bottom line. As Lefty Kreh said, 
“The line will do what the rod tip does. 
The unrolling loop of line will do what 
the rod tip has done during the casting 
stroke.” 

The casting stroke is the acceleration of 
the rod. I lift the line - that's the first part 
of the cast. Then I accelerate it, and the 
casting stroke is a combination of angle 
change (casting arc) and stroke length - 
the distance the hand moves while we 
rotate the rod. Good casters will bring 
the rod forward and then rotate it at the 
end of the stroke. To cast we have to 
accelerate the rod tip through to a stop, 
and during this acceleration the rod 
bends. 

Peter Morse Speaking About Fly Casting
(At our May meeting Peter spoke at some length about fly casting. Here is a summary of 

his casting notes.) 

Peter Morse demonstrating aspects of fly casting. 
His insights were invaluable.

to tie Caddis and Mayfly bodies using 
a single CDC feather. Our final piece of 
instruction was to tie in a single CDC 
feather using either a dedicated Petit 
Jean tool or the very effective long-
handled rotating hackle pliers. As usual, 
Jo Dobson tied with plenty of pink and 
irreverence.

James Gray, son of Past President Chris, 
came along and tied some great flies 
amongst the general noise and hilarity 
of the evening. President David Hooke 
was suitably impressed with our efforts, 
assuring us that he may tie some flies one 
of these days!

Another very successful evening with 
many thanks to all who attended, and 

especially to Richard Kos for his patience 
and sharing his knowledge.

A few people enquired about zooming 
these sessions, so be assured that we are 
working on organising a fly tying zoom 
session for next month.

An interesting caddis pattern
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In an ideal world we need the tip of the 
rod to travel in a straight line during the 
cast, and there is a good reason for this. 
The loop is the shape the line makes as 
it moves through the air. As the curved 
front of the loop moves through the air 
it leaves behind line attached to the rod 
(which we call the rod leg) and pulls the 
line attached to the fly (called the fly leg) 
through the air. 

As the loop unrolls the rod leg gets longer 
and the fly leg gets shorter until the line 
straightens out completely. A really good 
cast has a straight fly leg. This caster is 
in control of the tip of the rod and is able 
to generate a straight fly line which is 
aerodynamically effective and efficient. 
You can have a wide loop, and it’s still 
an effective cast provided you have a 
straight fly leg.

And how do we generate a straight fly 
leg? By moving the tip of the rod in 
a straight line between our back cast 
position and our forward cast position, 
allowing for the fact that the rod has to 
bend in the middle of the stroke. So the 
rod tip has to travel along a straight line 
path with a rod that’s bending. 

I teach casting all the way up the east 
coast. The guys up at Cairns don't get a 
lot of casting instruction, and it might 
be a couple of years before I come back. 
So I say to them: “I want you to be able 
to analyse and correct your own casts. 
Become your own instructors. And the 
fundamental rule of good fly casting is 
a straight fly leg. How do we achieve a 
straight fly leg? By having a straight path 
of the rod tip during the casting stroke 
whilst allowing for the bending of the 
rod.” 

If I move the tip of the rod in a domed 
path because I failed to bend the rod, or 
to bend it sufficiently, or because I was 
using a casting arc that was too wide 
for the amount of line that's out, then I 

develop a rod tip path that’s a loop. And 
what the tip of the rod does during the 
casting stroke manifests in the fly leg of 
the loop. 

What bends the rod is the force that we 
apply and the mass of the line in the air 
that we're pulling against. If my arc is too 
wide for the amount of line I have out 
I can't bend the rod unless I apply a lot 
of force to it, and this creates all sorts of 
problems. How does the leader unroll? It 
lands in a pile. We are creating a domed 
path directly from the start and when it 
unrolls, it falls in a pile. 

There's one other path the tip of the rod 
can follow- it can dip. Bernd Ziesche, 
a great German fly casting instructor, 
recently sent a questionnaire out to fly 
casting instructors around the world, 
asking us what we thought was the 
single biggest problem facing most fly 
casters. And everyone replied: “Smooth 
acceleration during the casting stroke.” 

If we accelerate the rod smoothly we get 
a straight line path for the rod tip. If we 
don't accelerate smoothly but give the 
rod a whack of power in the middle of 
the stroke, which many casters do, then 
the rod tip dips and then comes back 
up again. And guess what? There's your 
tailing loop. 

To analyse your own casting you should 
get someone to film it.

I watch the gap between a person’s hand 
and forearm when they cast to see if they 
put a little whack of acceleration in the 
middle of the stroke, rather than at the 
end. Fly casting is a throwing sport - we 
use a stick to throw a piece of string. And 
that unrolling piece of string is carrying 
our fly to the target. 

So when does the wrist fire? It should fire 
at the end of the stroke. If the wrist fires 
in the middle of the stroke the rod tip 
dips and then comes back up again. 
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If you've got a straight fly leg, even a 
relatively straight one, you're doing 
well. If you've got a big dome and a fly 
leg that's landing in a pile, or a leader 
landing in a pile, there’s a good chance 
that you've put a spike of power in the 
middle of the stroke, and that's causing 
the rod tip to buckle and then come back 
up again. 

You can fix this. There’s a drill. I stand 
side on with the wind on my back, 
because I want to be able to see both my 
back cast and my forward cast. I'll stand 
with 20 feet of line out and just practice 
casting backwards and forwards. I’ll 
study every loop, both front and back. By 
standing this way I can see what's going 
on. If I throwing tailing loops I can look 
at my hand. What am I doing? Yes, I can 
see there's a little whack of acceleration 
there. I must try to keep it smooth. 

So I'll just stand there and try to throw the 
best loops I possibly can. For half an hour, 
or perhaps even just 10 minutes. When I 
was working towards my master’s exam 
I would practice for four hours each day 
and do a solid hour of this exercise. I'd 
start with just 10 feet of line out. Then 12, 
and 15, then 30, and 40, and 50 feet – all 
just one handed. And I'd study the loop 

of every stroke and read the fly leg of the 
loop (the top leg), and make any needed 
adjustments. 

I would start with a rod length of fly 
line and a rod length of leader, and start 
practicing my casting arc. Then, as the 
line gets longer, the casting arc needs 
to open up. We’re operating on Bill 
Gammel’s “five casting essentials”, which 
include a straight line path for the tip 
of the rod, no slack, correct timing, and 
correct application of power. The pause 
between 10 feet of line and 50 feet of line 
is different, and the power is different, 
and the casting arc is different. 

One of the things that the early 
instructors failed to teach was the infinite 
variability of the casting stroke. A cast of 
20 feet, which is where we catch a lot of 
our fish, is very different to a cast of 40 
feet, or a 100 feet. So I change it rather 
than just stay with one length of line. I'll 
lengthen the line I'm casting, and keep 
lengthening it to the point where it just 
won't work. Then I’ll come back to 20 feet 
and start to build up again. How much 
the rod bends determines the size of the 
arc that you need to use. 

The May meeting drew a keen and interested crowd
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If you’re right-handed then your right 
hand is the main engine. The hauling 
(left) hand can cover up a lot of mistakes. 
It can create them too, if we mistime our 
hauling. But our right hand is the main 
driver of the cast and we've got to get it 
working properly. 

A big contributor to bad casting is poorly 
maintained fly lines, where they just 
won't go through the guides. I must tell 
the story of a Russian guy who was off 
to New Zealand, so he and a mate came 
to me for a lesson. When he left he was 
casting beautifully with a Sage rod and a 
new fly line. Then a week before he was 
to go to New Zealand he called me and 
said, in his strong Russian accent, that 
his casting had gone to pot and he didn’t 
know what to do. I said I'd come to see 
him during his lunch hour, and we went 
to a park outside his office. 

I said: “Show me what you're doing.” He 
did, and his casts were going nowhere. I 
asked if I could have a cast with his gear 
and I got exactly the same result. He then 
confessed that he’d been practicing on a 
gravel road. He'd been hitting the road 
on his back cast and consequently his fly 
line was a mess. It wouldn’t slide through 
the guides, so he was compensating with 
effort. And he'd ruined his casting stroke 
because that creates a lot of bad habits. 
Fortunately I had a rod and line with me 
and we managed to fix it. He bought a 
new fly line and happily went off to New 
Zealand.

For keeping your lines in good condition 
there are a lot of available proprietary line 
dressings. I use a product called ‘Slick’ 
which is Australian made and which I 
just happen to sell. It’s a silicone-based 
line dressing. You should wash your line 
with soap and then apply the dressing. 
Tournament casters use Armor All on 
their lines, but they go through a lot of 
lines because it destroys the plastics in 
their fly lines very quickly. 

To wash your lines you can use a soft 
soap like Lux. Don’t use any of the harsh 
detergents. Give your line a good wash, 
then dry it and put some quality line 
dressing on it. RIO makes good stuff, as 
does Umpqua, and Tiemco do too.  

I'm a huge fan of learning to alter the 
trajectory. If we take the straight line path 
between the rod tip back and forward it’s 
close to a horizontal line. Let's call that 12 
o'clock. What happens to the trajectory if 
I tilt this clock a little so that 12 o'clock is 
now where 11 o’clock was. Or if I bring 
12 o’clock to where 1 o'clock was and 
I use that trajectory? It's important to 
understand that we can tilt this arc.

I was tutoring a lad who was 6’6” and 
he was fishing small streams. At 6’6” 
and using a 9 foot rod meant that his 
line was being cast from a point about 15 
feet up in the air. He said he was having 
trouble with accuracy, so I said, “Let me 
see your cast.” His casting trajectory was 
horizontal and he stopped it right up 
there. And he wanted his fly to get to the 
water from 15 feet up. He had trouble 
with accuracy because there was a lot of 
wind between 15 feet up and the water, 
so a lot of things could go wrong. I told 
him to tilt his trajectory so his loop was 
aimed down at the target. 

... and they were captivated by Peter’s fascinating 
and instructive stories
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The oval cast, or constant tension cast, is 
wonderful cast with a long history. It’s 
called the Belgium cast, but it’s really an 
Austrian cast. Have you read Charles 
Ritz’s book - A Fly Fisher’s Life? It’s a 
wonderful book. Charles was one of 
the great students of fly fishing and fly 
casting. 

He was staying at a lodge in Austria on 
the Traun River in the days of cane rods 
and silk fly lines. The river guide there 
was a fellow called Hans Gebetsroither. 
They were sitting having their six-course 
lunch with champagne and whatever else 
they had while Hans Gebetsroither was 
out on the lawn in front of the lodge with 
two cane rods in either hand. He was 
waving these rods around drying the fly 
lines in the air with 40 feet of line out. 

Charles Ritz said to himself, “There's 
something different going on there.” So 
he went out and Gebetsroither taught 
him the cast. There's actually some very 
old film of Hans Gebetsroither casting. 
Ritz then showed this cast to a guy called 
Albert Goddard, who was a Belgian 
and world fly casting champion at the 
time. Goddard went to America and 
showed the Americans the cast, and 
because he was from Belgium they called 

it the Belgian cast. But really it's the 
Gebetsroither or Austrian cast, though no 
one calls it that. 

We use this cast these days for casting 
big flies, or heavy flies, or Clousers and 
crab flies, or for casting on windy days 
with the wind at your back. I use it a lot 
on boats when I'm fishing loch style. It’s 
good for fishing a team of three flies with 
big open loops and we don’t ever get 
tangles. Myself and my Scottish friend 
Jeremy Patterson fished Tassie earlier this 
year. We spent a week down there with 
lots of wind, and we both used this cast 
and had no tangles. You take the back 
cast low into the wind then come up high 
and use the wind to go forward. It's a 
wonderful cast, and an essential cast for 
many fly fishing situations. The roll cast 
is another very important casting style. 

There is an Italian style of casting called 
Lancio, where they use 4 weight rods and 
underline them by using 2 or 3 weight 
lines on these 4 weight rods. So the rod 
hardly bends when casting and they 
throw these incredibly tight loops. They 
finish their casts with a thrust, keeping 
the rod tip in a straight line path and 
creating loops like chisels. It’s a beautiful 
style to watch and is great for getting in 
under trees and shrubbery. 

There were so many fly fishing situations 
we find ourselves in where, if we've got 
a bag of casting trick we can dig into, we 
can get out of those situations. So having 
that bag of tricks and practicing them – 
all very important. 

So remember – keep a straight line path 
for the tip of your rod. The top leg of the 
loop is determined by the path of the rod 
tip during the stroke. The path of the tip 
is created by your hand and your arm. Fix 
the rod tip path and you’ll fix the loop.  

Just to finish let me say I'm absolutely 
sick of sight fishing in New Zealand. 
Believe it or not, I'm sick of staring into 

Peter demonstrated at length the elements of a 
good cast



AUGUST 2022 VFFA 31 

the water looking at rocks, and other 
rocks, and a stick and yet another rock. 
I've done lots of it. But now I'm fishing 
with two handers – Spey rods. 

A fish on the edge of a river is in shallow 
water. That's not difficult, because it is 
going to eat a dry fly or nymph under a 
dropper. But out there in the larger rivers 
where it might be 20 feet deep is where 
the big fish are holding. How deep is my 
fly? Is it 10 feet down? Is it anywhere 
near the bottom? How fast is it swinging? 
That's going to be determined by the 
angle that you cast across the river. You 
cast at 45° degrees in shallow water with 
an intermediate tip and you get a very 
slow swing. But I’ve caught them out in 
the middle, too. 

I realized that by using a two hander I 
could fish for the 20% of the fish that live 
in 80% of the water that no one else is 
fishing. And those are the fish that really 
interest me. 

I took this on as a challenge to simply 
learn and do something different. So 
I bought myself some trout Spey rods 
and started fishing the big rivers in New 
Zealand. It's mentally very stimulating 
because you're trying to read the speed 
of the current, and the depth of the water, 
and the intricacies and subtleties of the 
current. Then you cast in order to get 
your fly to where you think the big fish 
ought to be. 

Many will not be aware that a Korean 
company is planning on building an 
industrial-sized wind farm in the centre 
of Tasmania very close to Penstock 
Lagoon, which we all know is one 
of the world’s iconic shallow-water 
fly fisheries. Whilst I am in favour of 
developing alternative energy sources, 
this inappropriately proposed wind farm 
is going to impact on our social licence, 
scenic values, wild life, ambiance and 
memories we hold dear to this special 
part of the world.

A dedicated group - www.
noturbineactiongroup.org - is challenging 
this proposal and the attached link will 
give you the details. The group needs 
to raise funds for specialist’s reports, 
lawyers, etc, and we are seeking your 
support by the way of an international 
raffle based on our love of fly fishing. 
Through our friends from TU Colorado, 

USA, families from Tasmania and some 
of Australia’s gifted fly tiers have come 
together to give you a chance of winning 
one or more of some fabulous prizes on 
offer, and in doing so will help us raise 
the much-needed funds. 

Please read the details of the raffle at 
https://ntag.auraffles.com.au/ and buy 
a ticket to help us have this wind farm 
development moved to a more suitable 
place which will not impact our high 
country heritage. 

Go to https://ntag.auraffles.com.au/
purchase-tickets 

Thank you for taking the time to read this 
email. I look forward to your support. 
Please feel free to send this information 
onto to others who you think will support 
this battle. 

Malcolm Crosse, Tasmania.

Saving Penstock and Winning a Raffle
... A note from Malcolm Crosse in Tasmania.
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The trout season has now opened in 
Tasmania, and it opens in Victoria at the 
beginning of September. Mike Stevens, 
from Essential FlyFisher in Launceston, 
has published a useful guide for 
preparing for the new season.

Here is Mike’s list of items you need 
to check or have or at least think about 
having:

•	Check your rods to ensure they are 
good to go. Check the guides carefully 
to ensure they are not worn or cracked.

•	Replace your leaders and tippets if 
in doubt. Most monofilament line 
deteriorates over time, so be sure it 
is good. Leaders: Replace, repair or 
rebuild all your leaders. Early season: 
have some 3X - usually around 8 lb, 
then for mid to later have 4X, 5X and 
6X. 

•	Tippet – have both Mono and 
Fluorocarbon. Should be replaced 
with fresh material, as old tippet 
deteriorates.

•	Flies – you will need dries, nymphs and 
wets.

•	Fly boxes will probably need a tidy up. 
Check fly hooks for rust.

•	Sinkant helps flies and lines sink. Buy 
some if you don’t have any. 

•	Powder Floatant: have some Shimazaki 
Dry Shake powder or High N Dry as 
both are good. 

•	Also have some Gel Floatant such 
as High N Dry, Gink, Loon, Silicon 
Mucilin etc.

•	Buy some Tippet Rings – these save 
using up the leader constantly.

•	Strike Indicators - New Zealand style, 
Insta-set or Air-lock.  

•	Nippers - or folding scissors. 
•	Hat, wide-brimmed.

•	Polarizing sunglasses.
•	Fly lines – you should have floating 

lines (WF and DT) and some sinking 
lines – Intermediate, and 3, 5, and/or 7 
sinkers for Tasmania.

•	Gloves for the cold weather - 
Thermadry possum are the best by 
miles.

•	Waders: If they leaked when you put 
them away, they still will. Repair or 
replace.

•	Wading boots: How are they travelling?
•	Wading staff: You are a year older, 

maybe it's time to use one.
•	Rain jacket: Only needed in the rain, so 

make sure it is okay.
•	Fishing vest, hip-chest pack.
•	Forceps.
•	Net.
When buying a new fly line the choices 
can be many and confusing. Mike has 
offered the following suggestions on 
currently available popular fly lines:

RIO Gold: RIO Gold: The RIO Gold is 
an all-round floating line. It has been 
very popular worldwide for many years 
and is made by Farbank, who also own 
Sage and Redington. The line has a long 
head and back taper that give casters 
good line control and stability at range - 
whether casting or mending. The profile 
is designed to load a fly rod at close range 
and has a head length of 46 feet.

RIO Grand: The RIO Grand is a full line 
size heavier than the industry standard, 
and features more weight distributed 
towards the front of the line to easily load 
faster action fly rods. The line has a short 
head that is easy to cast, making it the 
perfect choice for fast action rods, or for 
novice casters that like a little extra load 
to help them with the cast. 

Preparing for the New Season
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Scientific Anglers Trout: True to line 
weight with a very long head of more 
than 60 feet. This is almost identical to 
SA’s Expert Distance line that gained a 
lot of favour over the last few years. A 
good caster can hold a lot of this line in 
the air and it is a good line for roll casts. 
A good dry fly line in three different 
styles – Mastery, Amplitude Smooth and 
Amplitude texture.   

Scientific Anglers MPX: has a short 
head and is overweighted. Depending 
on which weight, the head is around 
35ft with a short front taper and most of 
the weight in the first few feet. This line 
will turn over heavy flies and nymphs 
with ease. The MPX comes in three 
incarnations – Mastery at the budget 
end and the Amplitude, which is super 
slippery with texture. And as it has a 
short head is does not overload the rod 
when you have 50-60 of line out.

Scientific Anglers Infinity: A line that is 
overweighted by half and loads the rod 
quickly and is a great all round line – 
especially good for beginners.       

Whilst there are many different brands 
of fly lines on the market the top three 
are Scientific Anglers, RIO and Airflo. 
Cortland was the leading brand for many 
years but lost their way for a number of 
reasons. Cortland is doing a lot of work 
to re-establish themselves and look to be 
doing a great job.

SA and RIO also make lines for other 
brands, so it is difficult to know exactly 
who built your line. 

How much should you pay for a fly 
line? This is a big question with a lot of 
considerations. You can find lines from 
under twenty dollars for an internet-
bought Asian made piece of coloured 
string, or you can pay over $200 for the 
best lines. 

At the top of the price range is the 
Scientific Anglers Amplitude range. 
These lines have texture, varying colours 
along their length and are constructed 
from the slipperiest and longest lasting 
coating. At a recent show two lines were 
cast by 10 different people. They were 
similar tapers. One was a leading brand 
and their standard line, priced at around 
$140. The second line was the SA Trout 
taper. No one knew which was which. 
Without exception everyone cast 10-15 
feet further with the SA Amplitude line. 
SA claim their lines last many times 
longer than standard lines. If that is true 
it makes them the best value.

Currently the SA Amplitude Trout line 
is my favourite. I fish with the same line 
that we cast on the bitumen car park at 
the rear of the shop. It gets a very hard 
time and is still performing brilliantly on 
the water. 

SA have a new line coming to the market 
in October. It is called Trout Standard 
and has a total head length of around 50 
feet. It is a textured line and looks like 
being a very good all round line.

In using his material Mike has asked that 
we include has contact details – phone 
03 6331 8944, address being 105 York 
Street, Launceston, and Website www.
essentialflyfisher.com.au.

Duns – a sight that fly fishers really welcome
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Phil Bailey, who was president of the VFFA in the years 1987 – 1990, is a very 
creative and inventive fly tier. Phil now lives in the UK. He recently provided 
details of a midge pupa he had found particularly successful and productive. 
Successful of course in the English fisheries he now fishes, but would it work here 
in our Victoria lakes and rivers? Only one way to find out!

Phil writes: “Over recent times I have encountered many more midge pupa in 
my invertebrate samples. The Griffiths Gnat in small sizes is perfect for targeting 
rising fish, but under the surface many of the pupa are consumed before they get 
to the surface. In winter months they become the staple diet for feeding trout and 
the Zebra Midge works a treat. Midge pupa take on a ‘silver’ sheen when they are 
actively emerging, rising and falling in the water column before finally emerging. 
Here is a pattern that I have used very effectively. I have used it with silver, black 
and red beads tied on a size 18 hook.

Materials:
Hook:	 Size 18 barbless grub hook – Phil uses a Dohiku 644 #18 barbless 

hook
Thread:	 8/0 Uni-thread grey or black
Bead:	 Small silver, black or red bead
Forward Wing:	 White CDC puff feather
Body:	 Thread covered with Opal Ice Blue Ribbing 
Rib:	 Fine black wire 
Thorax:	 White Ice Dubbing

FLY OF THE MONTH

Phil Bailey’s Midge
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Tying Procedure:

1.	 Add the bead to the hook then place the hook in the vise and let the bead sit at the bend 
as in the photo. Add a few turns of thread.

2.	 Add a small white CDC puff feather and tie it forward over the eye. Trim away the rear 
of the feather behind the turns on the hook shank.

3.	 Pull the bead up over the base of the CDC puff feather.

4.	 Build up the body with layers of thread 
along the shank behind the bead.

5.	 Tie in some fine black wire just behind the 
bead and wind it down to where the end 
of the body will be.

6.	 Now wind thread down the body to 
where it will end and tie in a strip of Opal 
Ice Blue ribbing.

7.	 Wind the thread in close turns back to the 
bead to create a smooth underbody.

8.	 Wrap the Opal ribbing in close turns 
around the shank back to just behind the 
bead and tie it off.

9.	 Wind six or seven turns of evenly spaced turns of wire around the shank back to the 
bead as ribbing. Tie it in and cut the waste.

10.	 Dub in a fine small thorax with some White Ice Dubbing. 

11.	 Whip finish to complete the fly. 
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VFFA 2022 meetings & other activities
(... all events subject to Covid restrictions) 

August
3  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 7:00 pm Zoom meeting.
4  Thursday	 Fly Tying at Aussie Angler Store, 30 Sherbourne Road, Briar Hill, 

commencing at 7:00 pm.
18  Thursday   	 Annual Dinner – 6:30 for 7:00 pm at the Kelvin Club.
	 Guest Speaker – Joshua Hutchins: 
	 Fly Fishing Australia – Freshwater to Saltwater.
21  Sunday	 President’s Casting Day at the Red Tag Casting Pool, commencing 

at 10:00 am. Snakebusters will be in attendance - handle reptiles and 
learn!

31  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:00 pm at the Kelvin Club.

September
1  Thursday	 Last Fly Tying session at Aussie Angler Store, 30 Sherbourne Road, 

Briar Hill, at 7:00 pm.
3  Saturday	 Trout season opens for Victorian rivers.
3  Saturday	 Warrnambool Fly Fishers’ Annual Dinner.
4  Sunday	 Season Opener at Dobson’s property on the Goulburn.
15  Thursday   	 2022 Annual General Meeting – 8:00 pm, on Zoom.
28  Wednesday	 VFFA members visit Millbrook Lakes for Spring fishing, 10:00 am till 

dark.
28  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 7:00 pm on Zoom.

October  
9  Sunday	 Annual trip to Thorpdale to fish the Latrobe Valley club’s stocked dams 

as guests of the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers. 
14 Fri-16 Sun	 Competition for Bruce Whitehead Trophy vs Bairnsdale FFC on 

Western Victoria Lakes (To be confirmed)
20  Thursday	 Our Annual Auction – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club: 
26  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:00 pm at the Kelvin Club.

November  
11 – 13	 Annual Trip to Warrnambool
17  Thursday	 General Meeting – 8:00 pm at the Kelvin Club: 
	 Speaker: to be confirmed.
30  Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 7:00 pm on Zoom.

December  
9  Friday	 Christmas Dinner at the Kelvin Club. 
	 Speaker: Alan Pilkington 


