Casting in a Covid Calamity

Unfortunately this appalling virus is
still with us and we share the threat Thursday, August 20,
with fishing friends everywhere. Alan 8:00 pm,
Pilkington, a frequent contributor to our via Zoom
newsletter, lives in Seattle in the USA,
and he, too, has had to live with the
menace.

One of Alan’s survival strategies was
to head off into the wilderness with
fly fishing companion Ted Fortier for a
week of isolation and social distancing on
Rock Creek, a magnificent back-country
‘blue ribbon’ stream in south-west
Montana.

Ted is shown here with a fine cutthroat
taken on a Purple Haze.

Rock Creek is a ‘bucket list’ river — scenic
and rich with wildlife, and has a healthy

population of rainbow, brown, cutthroat

and brook trout.

Alan’s very entertaining account of
his week fishing this superb stream is
included in this issue.

The AGM

Members are reminded that our
August meeting this year is our AGM.
Information relating to this meeting is
given on page 2 of this issue.
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The AGM

The AGM is now just a few weeks away,
so our president is keen to remind us
that all financial members are eligible for
nomination and election to the Council.

Notice papers relevant to the AGM are
included with this newsletter. These are
the Nomination Form, the Appointment of
Proxy Form, and the AGM agenda.

Council meets on the last Wednesday of
each month, and all the management issues
involved in running the Association are
dealt with at these meetings. So if you have
some experience and skills in management

and are keen to see our Association remain
vibrant and responsive to the needs of
members then please give some thought to
nominating for Council.

The date for this year’s AGM is Thursday,
August 20.

This will again be a Zoom video
presentation, commencing at 8:00 pm. A
few days prior to August 20 members will
receive an email giving detailed instructions
on how to log in and be involved in our
2020 AGM.
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President’s Message

Welcome to another Fly Lines newsletter.

We had a great turn out for our

guest speaker last month — Karen
Brooks. Our move to online speakers
using Zoom, brought about because of
Covid-19 restrictions, has been generally
well received. On the Zoom screen we
often now see our members alongside
friends and members of other fly fishing
clubs. Catching up in person would be
wonderful, but this is just not possible
at present. So it is pleasing to see our
members from far and wide, joining in
from their various locations in Australia
and overseas.

The move this year to digital

meetings for our speakers, fly tying
demonstrations, council meetings,

and general updates is likely to be

with us for some time with the current
limitations on numbers that can meet in
person.

I hope you have all been able to enjoy
the various social events via Zoom from
the comfort of your home. If you are
having any difficulties joining via Zoom
then please let me know and we will try
to assist you.

Our Facebook and Instagram pages will
continue to be updated with content
from around the world wide web.

This month will see the Annual General
meeting run via Zoom. AGMs are not
quite as exciting as the guest speakers
we have, but I would encourage you to
join us in support of your Association
and the executive. The newsletter this
month includes the Notice of Annual

General Meeting, Nomination form

and Proxy Form. The AGM offers a

great opportunity for you to get more
involved in the VFFA, so please consider
nominating for a position on council.
Nomination forms are included with this
newsletter and can also be obtained via
email. Most council roles involve just a
couple of hours each month.

We are looking for some new councillors
to come on board, so please consider
this as a worthwhile and rewarding
contribution to your wonderful
Association. Forms can be completed
and returned to Kevin Finn, our
Secretary.

We will email the statutory reports and
previous AGM minutes along with the
Zoom link in the week prior to August
20.
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The Melbourne Boat Show went

digital this year with a fantastic format
and some excellent guest speakers
throughout the three days. I watched

Dr Taylor Hunt (Victorian Fisheries
Authority) provide an update on
Victoria’s freshwater fishery. He
described some of the major projects that
have continued this year:

e Eight million fished to be stocked this
year in rivers and lakes;

¢ The development of mega fisheries
— Lake Eildon, Rocklands and
Tullaroop;

e Melbourne’s suburban fishery
promoted through the stocking of
local lakes;

e Further development of tiger and
cheetah trout in Lake Purrumbete;

¢ The building of a new native
fish hatchery on the Goulburn
River at Shepparton along with
improvements to the Snobs Creek
hatchery;

e The five-year Wild Trout Strategy
document nearly complete for
implementation. This has been
prepared in conjunction with the
ATF’s management and support from
clubs, associations and other fishing
industry people;

* Native Fish Report cards to support
stocking locations, instream habitat
and angler access;

* GoFishVic App — citizen report cards
and general information on fish
caught, locations, numbers, etc.

It’s an impressive list of work by VFA
management to continue improving the

freshwater fishery in conjunction with
organisations such as the Australian
Trout Foundation and VFFA to assist and
contribute to the management.

The ATF has been actively involved

in managing the five-year Wild Trout
Strategy and the angler questionnaire
that was prepared and distributed
earlier this year. Both reports are near
completion and will be released to the
public very soon. We will provide links
to these when they become available.

Information supplied to the VFFA
indicates that an overwhelming number
of people contributed to both of these
reports, which focused on the current
state of Victoria’s wild trout fishery and
invited suggestions on improvements
and changes over the next five years.
Thank you all for your contributions, as
VFFA members were the highest group
of contributors.

We are still waiting on the report

from Goulburn Broken Catchment
Management Authority on the outcome
of the survey of the Steavenson River
conducted last month.

Closer to home, we unfortunately have
had to cancel the casting events at

the Red Tag pool in July and August.
Notice will be sent out in relation to
September’s casting day. Our calendar
remains flexible as to when we may be
able to catch up in person. Follow the
updates from Kevin, Terry, Lyndon and
our social media.

Stay well.
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Karen Brooks — our July meeting Speaker

Thank you for inviting me to speak at
your meeting. I am aware that many of
you are now back in lockdown, dealing

with this coronavirus outbreak. I do wish

you all well, and please keep safe.

have been fly fishing now for some 25

years, having been introduced to the
art by my husband Peter, who coached
me through those early times. We lived
in Victoria then and fished many of the
streams and rivers in the state, with
occasional trips to Tasmania and New
Zealand. We spent our honeymoon bone
fishing in New Caledonia, and then in
2010 purchased round the world flight

tickets and fished our way through South

and North America — a truly amazing
journey!

When we returned we set up Driftwater,
a fishing lodge in the north of Tasmania
where Peter and I host and guide clients
on the rivers and lakes of Tasmania.

Four years ago a group of anglers
competing in the Fly Fish Australia
National Championships stayed with us
at Driftwater. At breakfast one morning
Glenn Eggleton, the Australian fly

Presentation Ceremony at the Commonwealth Fly

Fishing Championships in New Zealand. The two

Australian team members are Casey Pfeiffer (on the

right, and top lady angler) and Karen Brooks (on
the left, and placed second)

fishing champion at the time, asked me
if I might be interested in competition
fishing. He had just returned from

the Commonwealth Fly Fishing
Championships and expressed his
concern that while several countries were
represented by both ladies” and men’s
teams in the competition, Australia sent
only two men’s teams. Australia clearly
needed to have a women’s team!

Glenn indicated that if I was interested
in competing in the January lake
competition in Tasmania he would teach
me some of the techniques used. Did I
really want to turn my passion into a
competitive sport? There certainly was
some hesitation. But let’s face it — most
of us have a competitive side to us! I
decided to give it a go.

I had thought I was a reasonably
competent fly fisher, but through
competition fishing I have learned

so many more techniques and thus
improved my overall fishing ability. In
lake fishing I learned about loch style
techniques, static nymphing, plonking,
moving dry flies, pulling wet flies, how
best and when to use sinking lines, and
how to prepare leaders for lake fishing.

When fishing rivers I learned about
European nymphing, long leaders for
dry fly fishing, the best leader designs
for rivers, fishing a dry fly and dropper,
fishing spiders and swinging spider
patterns. I also learned heaps about fly
tying, tying using barbless hooks, using
CDC materials in flies and fishing dries
on very fine tippets.

One of the other great benefits of
competition fishing is the wonderful
community of fishermen you meet and
befriend who are willing to share their
knowledge.
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In my first competition in Tasmania three
years ago there were just three women
competing, and President Jonathon Stagg
commented at that time just how good
this was. We now regularly have seven
or eight women competing in each of
our state comps and the Nationals. The
outcome of Glenn Eggleton’s original
idea was to see Australia three years
later having its first representative

ladies’ fly fishing team competing in the
Commonwealth Championships in New
Zealand. This happened in March of this
year, and I was fortunate to be part of it.

Our team was made up of five girls plus
one reserve, all selected on rankings from
State and National competitions from the
previous year. Our team members were
Jane Forster (NSW), Kerryn Milligan
(ACT), Marian Miller (Vic), Casey Pfeiffer
(SA), Anna Bellette (Tas — and our
reserve) and myself. Tom Jarman was our
Captain/Coach.

The Commonwealth Championships
were based at Taupo on the North Island,
and competition venues included the

Karen's ‘confidence flies’

Tongariro River, Whanganui River,
Whakapapa River, Lake Rotoraira and
Lake Kuratau.

Alot of planning and preparation took
place in the leadup. We had clinics

with top FFA competition anglers such
as Glenn Eggleton, Tom Jarman, Tim
Urbank, Tim Strong, Lubin Pfeiffer and
Christopher Bassano, who volunteered
their time to help us improve our fishing

>>>
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A trial run — packing the gear needed for a day's
competitive fishing
techniques and fly tying. We all worked
very hard.

Several of us made trips to New Zealand
to fish the competition waters prior

to these being closed to competitors

a month before the competition. Our
team then arrived seven days prior

to the Championships for practice,
basing ourselves in Turangi close to the
Tongariro River.

Each day was spent practicing on the
Tongariro and Whanganui rivers, and fly
tying and prep sessions then followed
late into the night. During the practice
week our selection of flies was narrowed
down to five main flies for each of the
rivers. These were then tied in various
sizes with a range of tungsten bead sizes.

The final day’s preparation included
checking that our gear was ready for

the competition: hook points checked
for sharpness and eyes cleared, tippet
spools filled, spare leaders tied up, spare
nymphing leaders tied up, spares of
anything that might be required — rods,
reels, tippet, net, floatant, desiccant, a

change of clothes, wading staff, backup
fly box ... Fly boxes were connected by a
lanyard just in case they were dropped.
Then we loaded a huge bag with all the
things we had to carry to our beat on the
river or lake.

Fourteen teams had entered for the
comp, but sadly Covid-19 caused the
two Canadian teams to withdraw and
head home on instruction from their
government. Overall 57 competitors
competed. South Africa, Scotland and
Australia entered full ladies” teams,
and there were individual ladies from
England, Northern Ireland and New
Zealand representing mixed teams from
those countries.

Each team consisted of five anglers, with
one angler from each team placed in each
of five groups that rotated through the
five venues. Each session of competition
was three hours.

Draws were posted on the evening
prior to the start of the competition,
with all competitors then pouring over
them, checking boat partners and beat
allocations. Bus departure times were
checked. Gear was checked - yet again.
Waders and clothes were laid out ready
for a quick start in the morning. Sleep
was broken as we prepared mentally.

Day One - Session one:

This session for me was on Lake
Rotoraira, and my boat partner was
Steven from the Isle of Man. Each
competitor has half of the session to
decide where to fish. Conditions were
cool with a moderate wind.

We knew that the fish would be in
close early, so my set up was a clear
intermediate line to start pulling small
streamers. I started with three flies
spaced six feet apart, but dropped back
to two flies as the wind picked up later
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in the session. My boat partner hooked
up first and I soon followed, finishing
the session with six fish, placing me fifth
in my group. My successful flies were a
Gold Sparkler on the top dropper as an
attractor and a Hertzel Bugger on the
point.

Day One - Session two:

This was on the Tongariro River, and was
a great session for me, despite drawing

a challenging beat. I had fish rising to

the many lacewing moths which were
drifting down the river. I finished the
session with 14 fish, placing me second in
my group and in 11% position overall. Top
flies for me were a Gold Squirrel nymph
on the point and a Claret nymph with
copper bead on the top dropper. My dry
fly was a CDC F fly with a claret body.

Day Two — Session 1:

Session one for me was on the
Whanganui River. The bottom of my beat
had sheaths of shale rock with channels
between them. Several casts in I hooked
a huge rainbow which I played for some
time before breaking it off. I had been
using 0.14 mm tippet so changed up to
0.16 mm immediately. Soon after I picked
up a nice brown - relief, as I then had
one on the board. We knew from practice
there were many small fish in the quiet

water along the edges. By swinging
nymphs on my European nymphing set
up I picked up many fish close to the
edges, but sadly only a few measured the
necessary minimum 20 cm.

Working out deeper I hooked and landed
some larger fish, which increased my
tally. At this point my controller decided
to wander off just as I netted one. So I
raced up the river, fish in net, wading
through a deeper section to reach my
controller — and my foot slipped and I
had my first swim for the day.

Fortunately the fish stayed in the net, was
measured, and added to my scoresheet.

I finished this session with seven fish,
placing me 8% in my group for the
session.

Day Two — Session 2:

Session two was on the Whakapapa
River, which was strong and powerful
with a very slippery substrate. Wading
was challenging, and only two or three
fish had come from this beat in each of
the previous sessions. The top section
looked more promising, but twenty
minutes in I had only had one touch and
couldn’t get a hookset. I nymphed the
pocket water at the top of my beat and

Lake Kuratau — one of the competition venues

>>>
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Australian Ladies’ Team. From left — Tom Jarman (captain/coach), Anna Bellette, Casey Pfeiffer, Jane

ot

Forster, Marian Miller, Kerryn Milligan and Karen Brooks

I netted several fish, but only a couple
measured over the 20 cm necessary.

There was a long slow pool there that

I fished with nymph under a dry. The
long bubble line on the far side looked
promising, but sadly didn’t produce.
With only about 50 minutes left in the
session I ran the 200 metres back along a
bush track to the lower section of my beat
to nymph the huge pocket water there. I
waded out as far as I dared and hooked
a large rainbow. He took off through a
couple of pockets, leaping close to the far
side of the river, before escaping with my
fly attached. Blow!!

Back to 0.16 mm tippet and push on. I
slipped over again and had another swim
before hooking into yet another large
rainbow. After quite a struggle I netted
this one and he was recorded - 57.5 cm.
Whew!!

Landing three fish from a tough beat
placed me 7% in my group for the
session. Top flies for the day were a Gold

Tungsten Squirrel Nymph and a Claret
Copper Bead Nymph.

Day Three:

My final session was on Lake Kuratau,
and my boat partner was Paul Gummer
from the New Zealand Silver Team.
Conditions on the previous two days
had been very windy, so the techniques
mostly used were pulling streamers on
intermediate lines and DI3 sinking lines.
But day three was calm, with just a slight
breeze building through the morning. My
strategy was static nymphing with a Blob
on the point, Diawl Bach in the middle
and a Cruncher on the top dropper -
different flies and technique to what the
fish had seen in the previous sessions.

My boat partner was pulling streamers,
and two casts in he was into a fish. Then
it was my turn. From then we went fish
for fish to finish the session with eleven
landed for me and nine for Paul. I had
hooked several other fish but lost them
close to the boat.
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Paul asked me on the way back to the
boat ramp, “What were you doing?”
Clearly the technique I used was one
the Kiwis were not aware of. My eleven
fished put me in 4" place.

It was a great comp and despite the
uncertainty about whether Covid-19
might put a stop to it we were fortunate
to get to the finish line. The girls in our
team fished superbly, all exceeding their
expectations. It was a real team effort.
Our reserve, Anna Bellette, ended up
fishing two river sessions in place of
Marian.

Final presentations saw the Australian
men’s team finish in second place to
Northern Ireland, with New Zealand
Silver finishing third. Lubin Pfeiffer from
Australia took out the top individual
placing, with Chris Medwin from
Australia placed third.

Casey Pfeiffer finished as the top lady
angler, with myself placed second and
Marlize from South Africa third. The
Australian ladies’ team finished as top
ladies’ team overall.

The North Island of New Zealand in

late summer/early autumn provides
exceptional fishing. Many people regard
the Tongariro as a winter fishery, but it
fished superbly at this time of the year, as
did the Whanganui and the Whakapapa.
The fishing overall was truly amazing. I
know I will be heading back there again
at the same time of year.

The world governing body for
competition fishing, FIPS Mouche,
announced there would be a Ladies’
World Fly Fishing Championship in 2020.
There has been much excitement over
the past six months in anticipation of
Australia having a representative world
team, selected on three years’ rankings,
entered in this competition in Norway.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19
pandemic, this has now been postponed
to July 2021. We look forward very much
to representing Australia on the world
stage.

We thank Glenn Eggleton for his idea,
and Fly Fish Australia and other FFA
members for their support.

The 2020 Annual Dinner with Mark and Philip Weigall
On Thursday September 17 at 7:00 pm.

Normally our Annual Dinner is held each
year in August. However this year is not
a normal year.

As you will have noticed we swapped
the AGM to August and the Annual
Dinner to September, hoping we could
hold both at the Kelvin Club. However
due to lockdown restrictions we will

not be returning to the Kelvin Club by
September, so we will proceed with a
virtual Annual Dinner on Zoom. The plan

is to open the Zoom video presentation at
7:00 pm, when we suggest that members
and guests have their own dinner, wine,
banter and stories ready. There will be

a Zoom Door Prize of a dozen of each

of Mark’s and Philip’s favourite flies —
the Claret Carrot fly (Mark’s favourite)
and the Scintilla Stick Caddis (Philip’s
favourite).

Philip and Mark are well known to us
all. Philip is one of our most prolific ___
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|
Mark and Philip Weigall,; Philip speaking to
members

Australian writers on fly fishing. He is
the author of several superb books and
countless magazine articles, and now
edits the very popular digital fly fishing
magazine FlyStream. He is also heavily
booked as a fly fishing guide.

Mark is also a highly skilled and very
popular guide, as well as being the
owner/manager of Millbrook Lakes, our
best known and most successful private
trout fishery.

Philip and Mark will be introduced

at about 8:00 pm, and after their
presentation there will be plenty of time
for questions and less formal discussion

as the evening progresses. It will be a fun
and informative, albeit unusual Annual
Dinner and we look forward to your
participation.

Using Zoom:

To assist you in joining us for dinner and
a chat you can either log on using the
usual detailed instructions that will come
from Terry Rogers prior to the dinner, or
alternatively follow these steps:

Open your internet browser and type in
https:/ / zoom.us/join

1) Type these numbers - 873 6925 3537
into the box labelled “Meeting ID or
Personal Link Name”

2) Click on “Join”

3) Abox will then open on your screen
asking, “Do you want to allow this
page to open zoom.us.app?” Click
“Allow”

It is best to have your radio and television
turned off if they are on in the same room
as you are sitting for using Zoom.

It will take a little while for Zoom to
open and then you will join the rest of the
members for an enjoyable night.

L)

Recent VFA Stockings of Trout

It's good to know that while we have
been locked up indoors in recent
months the VFA has been busy stocking
our Victoria rivers and lakes with trout,
so that when the new season arrives
and the restrictions are eventually lifted
there will be something there for us to
catch.

If you want to know the full story
then this site - https:/ /vfa.vic.gov.au/
recreational-fishing/ fish-stocking /db/
search-species - has all the details.

A brief summary listing some major
rivers and stillwaters that have been
stocked since the beginning of May
includes these:
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Brown Trout Stockings:

Barkers Creek Reservoir (11,800),
Bullarto Reservoir (500), Devilbend
Reservoir (10,000), Eildon Pondage
(203), Lauriston Reservoir (20,000),
Mount Beauty Pondage (1,000), Talbot
Reservoir (2,000), Tullaroop Reservoir
(3,243), Wombat Reservoir (1,000),
Eildon Lake (15,000), Merri River
below weir to Dennington (5,000),
Merri River Grassmere to Wollaston
(5,000), Moorabool Reservoir (7,000),
Upper Coliban Reservoir (10,000), Lake
Wendouree (12,000), Bellfield Reservoir
(10,000), Gillear Lake (1,000), Hepburn
Lagoon (5,000), Macalister River below
Glenmaggie Lake (2,000), Moorabool
Reservoir (13,000), Mount Emu Creek
below Castle Carey Bridge to Panmure
(1,500), Mount Emu Creek Skipton to
Darlington (1,500), Moyne River (2,000),
Newlyn Reservoir (3,000), Pykes Creek
Reservoir (5,000) and Purrumbete Lake
(10,000).

Rainbow Trout Stockings:

Albert Park Lake (1,500), Blue Rock
Lake (10,000), Lake Bolac (8,000),
Bostock Reservoir (3,000), Bullarto
Reservoir (1,000), Lake Eildon (28,000),
Eildon Pondage (870), Lake Gillear
(1,000), Lake Glenmaggie (25,000),
Moorabool Reservoir (7,000), Pykes
Creek Reservoir (5,000), Talbot
Reservoir (2,000), Tullaroop Reservoir
(50,000), Upper Coliban Reservoir
(20,000), Lake Wendouree (6,000),
Wombat Reservoir (1,000), Wurdiboluc
Reservoir (16,000).

Now that’s a lot of fish, and these are
just the fish stocked in some rivers and
stillwaters since the beginning of May.
If you check the website above you will
discover many smaller waters that have
also been stocked, and if you check the
website for the stocking numbers since
the beginning of the year you will find
some eye-watering numbers (to pinch a
current term).

More trophy trout in the making.

August 2020 VFFA 13



This Month's Yarn ...
(From August 1965 ...)

Hamish, who has an interest in boats,
opined: "You know, some of those fellows
who tow big heavy motor boats behind
their cars must get into trouble at times,
especially when they drive into places
where there are no proper tracks.”

"Absolutely agree. Some of those clowns
don't show much judgment,” said
McTaggart, who was looking around
anxiously for someone to replenish his
glass of lunch. Fortunately Chris obliged.

"And yet," he continued after a reflective
mouthful, "I know of one case where

a driver was lucky that he had a big
boat on a trailer behind him. He was
also fortunate in that he had taken my
nephew Clarence with him. I think I've
mentioned Clarence to you before."

"You have indeed," agreed Pilks, “but this
sounds like one of his experiences you
haven't mentioned before."

"Well,” said McTaggart, “I'll mention it
now. It seems that this motor boat addict,
a wealthy farmer called Ashby from up
in NSW, decided to take his outfit into a
little-known inlet on Eppaldon Lake. He
got it in all right, because the road in - a
rough clay track - was downbhill all the

way. But then it rained while they were
there, so the trouble started on the return
journey. The track was steep and slippery,
and the car just skidded and went
nowhere. Clarence got out and tried to
push, but he might just as well have tried
to push an elephant through a keyhole.”

“But then Clarence, who I've told you
before is an ingenious lad, had an idea.
Not far from the water’s edge was a
windmill. So Clarence got some tools
from the car, climbed up the structure,
and detached the wind-vane, which was
about a metre and a half in diameter.
Then he detached the propeller from the
back of the motor boat and replaced it
with this wind-vane, which, incidentally,
just cleared the ground in its new
position.”

“Ashby got back into his car and Clarence
got into the boat and started up the
engine of the boat. His idea worked
perfectly. The wind-vane, operating like
the propeller on an aeroplane, took over
and the boat pushed the car straight up
the slippery slope to the road at the top,
where, of course, their troubles were
over."

ATF Report from President Terry George, at 13/07/20

Unfortunately the Trees for Trout planting
days scheduled for the Steavenson and
Ovens Rivers were called off because

of Covid-19 restrictions. However great
work by Sue Kosch (GBCMA) has seen
the crown land frontage fenced off at
McNamara's property (Marytone Lane)
and the adjoining property (about 2
kilometres). In addition, Sue has engaged

a contractor to plant trees and thus get
them well set during the wet months.

We are liaising with Andrew Briggs
(NECMA) and Peter Jacobs (Upper Ovens
Landcare) and all being well we hope to
re-schedule the 4,000 trees planting day
near Porepunkah for August/September.
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Rubicon River Walk

A meeting with the Rubicon Outdoor
Education Managers arranged by Paul
Stolz (ATF) and Sue Kosch (GBCMA)

for June 16 was attended by Sue, Paul,
Andrew and Tony (Education Dept), and
myself. The purpose of this meeting was
to plan a safe trail for secondary school
students and recreational anglers from
the outdoor school centre to Camp Jungai
(about 2.6 km).

Access from the outdoor centre to the
river is made via a private road down
to the gauging station. The landowner
has given the Education Department

permission to use this road and has
provided a gate key.

Access along the river is quite good until
you reach the trout farm outlet, where

an improved bridge will be required. In
all, we marked eight places on the map
where stiles will be required, plus another
at the road access point should we
successfully obtain permission for angler
access from the current landowner.

Unfortunately for more than 90% of

this stretch the crown river frontage is
unfenced and open to stock access, and
damage is evident. Riparian vegetation is
practically non-existent apart from some

Steavenson illegal waterway works >>>
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old gum trees. Lots of riparian planting
is required, but in-stream habitat is
satisfactory due to the large boulders in
the flow.

This riparian restoration work and /

or fencing will not be immediate, as
there’s a great deal of liaison work with
landowners still required to seek their co-
operation and approval.

Working with NECMA, VFFH&F and
Recreational Anglers and Clubs

The Ovens River "Trees for Trout"
planting day at Porepunkah is now
planned for September. The Ovens River
near Smoko Campground weed control
planting is now most likely in 2021.

Nariel Creek will require revegetation
because of the bushfire damage.

The Kiewa River at Tawonga is possibly
another site on crown land, so anglers can
legally access it.

Morses Creek near Wandiligong needs
in-stream habitat and planting.

The Delatite River from Hearns Road to
Delatite Lane and the river gorge are both
to be considered for work when funding
is available.

The Jamieson River needs more boulder
seeding along Russell Bates property.

We have a number of projects planned
with the West Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority, including habitat
restoration projects on the Macalister,
Wellington, Thomson, Agnes and
Franklin rivers, and more.

In addition, when we can we will
schedule the delayed Habitat Workshop
with Glenelg Hopkins CMA at
Warrnambool.

Victorian Brown Trout Genetics

Priority Action Number 6 in the Victorian
Wild Trout Strategic Plan reads: "The VFA
to prepare a brown trout management
plan to ensure hatchery stocked trout
retain wide genetic fitness". Accordingly
the ATF has been requested to recruit
recreational anglers in various regions

to collect fin clips from wild brown trout
and send them to Brett Ingram for his
scientific research.

Stocking Trials, Incubators and Fry
Because of Covid-19 restrictions we

are unable to involve volunteers at
Snobs Creek to load the Jordan Scotty
incubators. As a result the ATF and the
VFA have agreed to postpone incubator
trials until next year.

The good news is that the fry stocking
trials will continue this year with five
rivers to be stocked with genetically
distinguishable fry. The selected rivers
are the Macalister, Upper Dargo and
Jamieson, and another one or two
streams will be selected by John Douglas
and Matt Byrne. One possibility is a
recovery stocking for the Nariel, but this
is dependent on an electrofishing survey
and proof that there is amply food in the
stream to sustain the fingerlings.

Our involvement in the Jordan Scotty
stocking trials is ongoing. It was
considered vital that we acquire wild
trout genetics for these trials, and further
good news about this ATF initiative is
that the VFA has approved the acquisition
of wild trout ova from Gadens Hatchery
in NSW. The DNA of the donors will be
obtained as usual for future surveys.
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From The

EDITOR’S DESK

“If you "ve got short, stubby fingers and wear reading glasses, any relaxation you would normally
derive from fly fishing is completely eliminated when you try to tie on a fly.”

(Jack Ohman - Fear of Fly Fishing)

"To go fishing is the chance to wash one’s soul with pure air, with the rush of the brook, or with
the shimmer of sun on blue water. It brings meekness and inspiration from the decency of nature,
charity toward tackle-makers, patience toward fish, a mockery of profits and egos, a quieting

of hate, a rejoicing that you do not have to decide a darned thing until next week. And it is
discipline in the equality of men - for all men are equal before fish.” (Herbert Hoover)

"I now believe that fishing is far more important than the fish.” (Arnold Gingrich)

ome weeks ago I spent a day with

my grandson. He’s 19, and we've
been having these occasional days out
together for some years now. We head off
somewhere, have a relaxed lunch, sort
out the world and all its problems, then
head for home. These days are always
enjoyable and I really love them.

But I mucked up our most recent outing.
My grandson had been reading some
VFFA newsletters, and this fly fishing
caper had captured his interest. So I had
suggested that we might head off to
Marysville, have our usual sausage roll
and coffee, then fish the little lake just
outside the town. There are trout there,
and from all reports they are sensibly
co-operative. So I could cast a fly out,
then pass the rod to my grandson for him
to retrieve the fly. With an ounce of luck
he’d connect, and hopefully wind up
hooked on fly fishing himself.

That was the plan. But when the day
arrived I was battling with a newsletter
deadline that still needed some hours. I'd
also heard that the Black Spur road was
closed during the day for tree cutting, so
wasn’t sure we could even get through
to Marysville. So I abandoned the fishing
idea.

When I arrived to pick up my grandson
he came bouncing out full of excitement,
wearing his camouflage shirt and ‘fishing
boots’, and asking if he could have a look
in my fly box. I didn’t feel very good.

This fiasco on my part actually caused
me to reflect on how I'd got involved in
fly fishing. I guess I'd taken the obvious
route — bait fishing, then lures, then flies.

I grew up in Mildura on the Murray
River, and in my early high school years
sat with a mate whose father was a

very keen angler. So I frequently heard
stirring tales of big bags of fish caught by
my mate and his dad over the previous
weekend. Eventually I relented and
decided to give this fishing business

a go, so invested some of my hard-
earned paper-round earnings on hooks
and sinkers and 50 yards of 20 Ib line.
The line was wrapped round the neck

of a lemonade bottle - rods and reels
were way too expensive. As for bait, my
elderly music teacher had a septic tank
that leaked, so a few turns with a shovel
at the back of his toilet produced heaps of
fat worms.

An important factor in my angling
education was that the river at Mildura
at this time was fishing well. There >>>
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were plenty of accommodating native
species around and redfin were in plague
numbers. So I caught fish most trips.

When I was fifteen we moved to
Melbourne, which temporarily
terminated my fishing career. A teenager
with a pushbike who lived miles from
the sea didn’t have access to much
fishing then. However I did find a copy
of David Scholes’ The Way of an Angler in
our school library. I borrowed it, read it
from cover to cover (several times), and
decided then that at some stage I would
have to give this fly fishing for trout a go.

School was followed by a science degree
and my first teaching appointment — at
Caulfield Tech in the Senior College. My
teaching load included a Wednesday
night class for mature age engineering
students, and one of the class members
just happened to be a fanatical fly fisher.
During the trout season he drove from
Melbourne to Bright nearly every Friday
evening to fish the Buckland River,
returning to Melbourne late on Sundays
for work the next day. Such was his
obsession that he purposely married a
young lady from Tasmania. Thus his
Christmas holidays were always spent
with the in-laws in Tassie, where of
course the best trout fishing was. His
endless fishing tales were the highlight of
my week.

In 1969 I was seconded to teach in Papua
New Guinea, and spent two years on
Buka, a tiny island at the western tip of
the British Solomons. It was here that I
purchased the only boat I've ever owned.
It cost me $15 and was constructed by

the father of one of my students. I kept
the boat, actually a canoe, at a small
native village just down the road from the
school. When I wanted to fish a young
lad there happily acted as my guide and
outboard motor, charging me 20 cents per
session. He sat in the back and paddled,
and I sat in the front and cast lures to

Your editor taking delivery of his new canoe

where he suggested. As part of the deal
all fish caught were left at the village.

My guide was better than any electronic
fish finder. He would dive overboard
and have a look around. If he saw fish,
we stayed. If he didn't, we paddled
further along the reef and tried again.
We were fishing Buka Passage, a strip
of water separating Buka Island from
Bougainville, and it was full of fish -
tuna, Spanish mackerel, trevally, coral
trout, and heaps more, including plenty
of sharks. On one occasion my guide
dived overboard, then immediately re-
surfaced and frantically scrambled back
into the canoe. His dive in had landed
him on top of a couple of large black tip
whalers that were quietly cruising the
edge of the reef.

One memorable moment in my Buka
Island fishing experiences was the day

I got peeled. I had cast a lure that was
snatched by something very large and
very fast. Whatever it was headed north
at enormous velocity. I had 200 metres

of 15 Ib line on my reel and it simply
evaporated. The knot at the end pinged
and my entire line plus an expensive lure
headed for Fiji.

After Buka we spent another three years
living in Port Moresby, then headed home
- back to Victoria. My application for a
teaching position back in Victoria listed
90 schools,