
All members (and their guests) are
invited to attend, but PLEASE
complete and return the invitation
acceptance enclosed if you haven’t
already done so. 
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This year’s Dinner is our 83rd
Annual Dinner, and will again be

held at the Celtic Club. 

Our guest speaker is Philip Weigall,
who is well known to us all as a writer,
editor, fly fishing guide, and
commentator on all things to do with
Australia’s trout fishery. He has
written nine very popular books on
trout fishing and has contributed
hundreds of articles to our various
fishing publications. He has been a fly
fishing guide and instructor since 1989,
and since 2000 has served on a number
of government committees advising on
matters relating to recreational fishing. 

Philip’s topic for the August Dinner is
‘A Season in the South-east’. He plans to
draw upon his angling experiences in
the last twelve months to give an
outline of the highlights of
his fishing adventures
in Victoria, Tasmania
and New Zealand over
the year. He is a fine
photographer, and his talk will be
illustrated with a PowerPoint display
of captivating images.  

August Annual Dinner 

with Philip Weigall

Friday, August 28, 6:30 for 7:00pm,  

at the 

Celtic Club
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Iam filling in this
month for Hamish

Hughes who is
overseas catching up
with family. Lucky
Hamish missing out
on some of this cold
weather.

Two important events
are coming up for
members. 

The Annual Dinner is on August 28 with
guest speaker Philip Weigall, fisherman,
guide and author. The last time Philip and
his brother Mark spoke at a VFFA meeting
about fishing backcountry New Zealand
there was a sensational attendance and we
enjoyed a spectacular visual display of big
trout and great trout water. 

I urge all members to come and enjoy the
night, and please don’t forget to book.  Of
course the traditional President’s Casting
Day will follow the Annual Dinner the
next day at the Red Tag pool. This is
another event not to be missed and if you
have missed casting this year, this will be
your last opportunity.

The second event is a VFFA milestone
event. A motion will be put before
members to allow women to join the
VFFA. All current members, regardless of
attendance at the AGM or not, will have
the opportunity to vote on this motion.

This issue of Fly Lines contains the Proxy
Form that allows members to have a say
on whether to remove the word “male”
from the rules and regulations of the
VFFA.  Those members attending the
AGM at the Celtic Club on September 17
will be invited to vote via a show of hands.

The motion to allow women members was
raised as early as March of this year and
there has been positive feedback. President
Hamish Hughes and Council members
have been vocal in their support of the
change, and to allow women members
into the VFFA has the TOTAL support of
Council.

This is an important event for the VFFA
and we must look to the future and allow
women members.

Dermot O’Brien
(Senior Vice President)
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President’s Message

Tichborne watercolour

Spring Creek  
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    Armadale Victoria 3143 

T      Mobile: 0418 108 686   e-mail: hthughes@bigpond.net.au 

 
 
David Grisold 
Honorary Secretary 
The Victorian Fly Fishers’Association 
P O Box 18423 
Melbourne Bourke Street 
Melbourne 3001    
         June 22, 2015  
 
 
Dear David, 
 
Special Business for Annual General Meeting 17 September 2015 at the Celtic Club 
 
This letter is to advise you that I wish to make a notice of motion at the above meeting 
to allow female fly fishers to join the VFFA. 
 
The notice is as follows: 
 
“That the rules of the Association be amended by deleting the word ‘male’ from Rule 
3 wherever appearing.” 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
   

The September general meeting will
again be our Annual General

Meeting. It’s still a few weeks away, but
President Hamish Hughes is keen to
remind us that all financial members are
eligible for nomination and election to
the Council. Notice papers relevant to the
AGM are included with this newsletter,
including the Nomination Form, Proxy
Form, Notice of Annual General Meeting,
and the Notice of Special Business.  

Two things to note – firstly, some
Councillors are retiring at this meeting so
there will be vacancies to fill. So if you
have some experience and talent in
management and a keen desire to see our
Association remain vibrant and
responsive to the needs of members,
please give some thought to nominating

for Council. Be assured, meetings are
lively and entertaining, and you will
enjoy your participation, as well as
contributing your skills and expertise for
the benefit of our Association.  

Secondly – and most importantly - at this
AGM a very significant change to our
constitution will be proposed and voted
on. As the letter from Hamish Hughes,
printed above, indicates – there will be a
motion put to the vote that our
constitution be changed to allow female
members to join the VFFA. If you wish to
be part of this decision-making then
either attend the AGM or ensure that you
complete and post in the Proxy Form
included with this issue.

The date – Thursday, September 17, at
the Celtic Club.

The September AGM

Hamish Hughes, President
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We are really fortunate to have Philip as
our guest speaker. He is without doubt
one of our most knowledgeable and
skilled trout anglers. He has worked as a
guide for many years, has written nine
very popular books on our Victorian
trout fishery and countless articles for
Australian angling magazines, is
currently the editor of the prestigious
FlyStream online fly fishing magazine,
has served on a number of government
committees to advise on matters relating
to recreational fishing, and has a well-
earned reputation as a superb speaker
and presenter. His topic for this year’s
dinner is ‘A Season in the South-east’, and
he will be using a PowerPoint
presentation with some great photos to
illustrate his experiences fishing Victoria,
Tasmania and New Zealand over the past
12 months.

Be assured, this will be a wonderful night
– great food, great company, and a first
class speaker.

August Annual Dinner, with guest Philip Weigall
This significant event in our calendar is fast approaching. 

An invitation is again enclosed with this issue.

When is it?             Friday, August 28

Where is it?            The Celtic Club, 320 Queen Street, Melbourne

What time?            We gather at 6:30pm for a commencement at 7:00pm

What’s the cost?    $65  (the same as for last year)

What’s the menu? An entree of Smoked Salmon or Salt and Pepper squid 

                                Main course - Chicken Breast or Fillet of Beef Medallions 

                                Dessert - Cheese Platter, with Tea or Coffee

Our Guest Speaker… is Philip Weigall, a fellow VFFA member.
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‘All the romance of trout fishing exists in
the mind of the angler and is in no way
shared by the fish.’ (Harold F. Blaisdell,
The Philosophical Fisherman)

‘Fishing tournaments seem a little like
playing tennis with living balls...’ (Jim
Harrison, Just Before Dark)

‘It has always been my private conviction
that any man who pits his intelligence
against a fish and loses has it coming.’
(John Steinbeck)

Is fly fishing a competitive sport?

I grew up in a country town and we had
a large tennis club located right beside
where we lived. So I spent hours as a
youngster belting tennis balls around.
Then in my mid-teens we moved to
Melbourne where the tennis courts were
a fair distance away. But the mates I sat
with in class were committed cricketers,
so I joined them and became a specialist
fielder on the fine leg boundary. Then in
my university days the earnest scholars
who yawned through lectures with me
were the backbone (well backline) of the
university footy team. So I turned up for
training, and as they were a bit short, got
picked as a forward flanker in the
reserves. Our firsts were playing in the E
Grade Amateurs, so I guess that says it
all. In my early 20s many of my mates at
church were discovering the delights of
golf, so golf was added to the collection.
However funds were a bit tight so I put a
set of clubs on layby and acquired them
one club at a time. I was hopelessly
impatient to get cracking though, so as
soon as I had one club in the bag I was off
to Royal St Dandenong, where I soon

discovered that driving, chipping and
putting with a five iron had its
challenges, and getting out of bunkers
was a nightmare.     

Through this involvement in various
games and sports I quickly discovered
that winning was a lot more fun than
losing. But for me, at least, the
competitive mindset didn’t carry over
into my fishing. I mostly fish these days
with friends, and honestly don’t care who
catches the first fish, the biggest fish, or
the most. I’m very happy to applaud and
celebrate the successes of my
companions, though am invariably quick
to get in their ear to find out what they’re
up to and what they’re catching them on. 

Year ago I recall spotting in magazines
those advertisements for fishing
competitions. Big prizes were frequently
on offer and it seemed that huge numbers
of ne’er-do-wells descended on a fishery
somewhere and did all in their power to
remove the entire fish population. The
winner was the ‘sportsman’ who
managed to extract the heaviest bag of
dead meat, and the fishing was then
awful for the locals for a couple of
seasons while the fishery recovered. It all
seemed a fairly unsavoury business. 

But I must say that in recent years I’ve
become quite intrigued with those world
championships in fly fishing. I
thoroughly enjoyed the accounts
provided by Chris Bassano in our last
issue describing the conditions,
difficulties and resulting strategies that
our Aussie team members encountered
and then employed in the most recent
world championships in Bosnia.

 
EDITOR’S DESK
From the

>>>
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The vital difference in these events of
course is that each fish caught is quickly
measured by an independent controller
and then put back in the water, so that
the fishery remains essentially
unharmed. I could never envisage being
involved in such events myself (for lots
of obvious reasons), but it’s fascinating to
read the stories of those who are selected
to compete. 

One of the popular justifications for the
high cost of formula one motor racing is
that the clever technologies developed to
help racing cars perform better then filter
down into the vehicles we all drive, and
it’s not hard to identify a pile of such
advances that have made our family
transport safer and more reliable. I’m
sure similar arguments can be advanced
for fly fishing championships. The

competitors are invariably first class
anglers who work strenuously and
feverishly in competition to find
techniques and strategies that might give
them an edge. And then whatever they
learn or discover is passed on to the rest
of us. Just two examples are the
techniques of Czech nymphing and
French leader that are such effective fish
catchers. Fly fishing competitions are
much more popular in the UK and
Europe than they are here. But we do
have a team that represents us in these
big events, and many of the members are
well known to us as writers or guides,
and invariably willing to share their
insights. Thus we all become better
anglers. 

Tight lines and no wind knots,

Lyndon Webb

Sunday Casting

Sunday Casting continues into August and we can report that attendances have been

particularly good this year. For those not sure what’s involved, it’s a very casual and relaxed

social event run by Joe Haslauer. There’s some casting, some fine food, and lots of great

social interaction. Joe brings the drinks and eats – tea and coffee, and a fine selection of

continental sausages that he barbecues for lunch. 

Casting commences at around 10:00 am and finishes between noon and 1:00 pm. Attendance

is not usually large, with 8 - 12 participants typically appearing. Members bring their rods

and practice their casting. They often try other members’ rods. They can also bring along any

potential new members to try their hand at fly casting. There are always experienced

members there who are willing to assist with tuition. So this is a great opportunity to compare

fly fishing gear and hone both gear and casting technique for the season ahead.

It is held at the Red Tag

pool, which is easy to get

to - Fairlea Road off

Yarra Bend Road,

Fairfield (Melway 44 J2).

Just look for a hardy

bunch of fly fishermen

dressed up in warm

clothes and having a

coffee and a laugh.
Some regulars at Sunday Casting 
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Thanks for having me – I really
appreciate the invitation to come and

have a chat about our fishing in
Tasmania and the new Pumphouse Point
project that I'm involved in at Lake St
Clair. I thought I should focus on the
fishing in Tasmania over the last couple
of seasons, because it has been really
hard. I remember on one occasion I had a
day’s guiding with Peter Hayes and
David Hemmings and we took some of
you gents to Woods Lake, and between
the three of us and three boats we didn't
catch a fish, which is quite unheralded in
my experience. I and a mate I fish with a
lot weren't catching many fish either, so a
couple of years ago we decided to change
the way we were fishing. We decided to
fish in the rough weather at the bottom of
the wind.

I started working as a guide for Robin
and Denis Wiss at Bronte Park in the
1990s. I then guided for Brett Wolf at Blue
Lake Lodge for a couple of years before
working for Peter Hayes at Brumby’s,
where we fished mostly on the
Macquarie. 

Tonight I'm going to talk about three
lakes in the Central Highlands that I am
sure you are all familiar with - Arthurs,
Woods and Bronte. I picked Arthurs
because it has been such a popular water
in Tasmania, Woods because it was the
new flavour of the month when Arthurs
went a bit funny, and Bronte because it is
down a bit off the mountain and is often
a good pick when the weather up top is
lousy. My great fishing mate is Luke
Bachelor and in the last couple of years
when we have fished together we have
averaged eight to twelve fish per session.
I have some data here telling us what the
weather has been up to in the last couple
of years. People have been complaining
that we've had really bad summers, but

the data shows that in the last two years
the January and February weather has in
fact been fairly close to normal. While
we haven't had heaps of blue sky days
the summer temperatures have actually
been close to our normal summer
averages. The insect life in certain places
has been around, but we just haven't had
those days, particularly on the Great
Lake, when blue skies give us that
wonderful shark fishing that everyone
hangs out for. But while we didn't have
those blue skies the beetles were still
around. 

The other thing that is important is the
wind. I have some data here giving a
snapshot of the wind in Tasmania over
the last couple of years. Near where I
live in the highlands there is a wind
monitoring tower and the measured
wind speed averages 8 metres/second,
which is nearly 30 km/hr. But it's not
just the wind speed but also the wind
direction that matters. The wind at
Liawenee is nearly always from the west
- pretty much from the west or the north-
west or the south-west. And this is

July Meeting with Josh Bradshaw 

Josh Bradshaw 

>>>



averaging 15 to 25 knots on most days in
the summer. So it is very windy and on
the water it is really rough. Luke and I
decided to go out and fish in this wind,
and we were going to fish the bottom of
the wind. We were going to fish Arthurs,
Bronte, Echo, Woods, and all those other
highland lakes that we would normally
fish on days when there was a nice bit of
cloud cover, a gentle breeze and a dun
hatch. But we completely flipped it and
prayed for really rough weather. Big
lows and big wind – that's when we
went fishing. 

The next chart I have here on the screen
shows the catch rates for popular waters
in Tasmania for the last season, based on
angler surveys. It shows that anglers
generally were lucky to catch one or two
fish per day, depending on where they
were fishing. Even guides were lucky on
some days to get one fish per day per
paying customer, which is a very low
catch rate compared with what it was a
few years ago. When Brett Wolf had Blue
Lake Lodge it wasn't unusual to catch
between 20 and 30 fish in a day. But you
can see here that at some locations the

average catch rate was less than one fish
per day, and that’s pretty tough fishing.
These are 2014 figures and they indicate
that there's a lot of water between fish. 

I'm sure that you are all really familiar
with Arthurs Lake. I don't fish anywhere
on Arthurs except along the north-east
shore, as the predominant wind is from
the west and with all that wind pushing
onto these shores the bottom is quite
turbid most of the time and stick caddis
are everywhere. So the fish are there in a
depth of 0.5 to 1.8 metres of water,
feeding on stick caddis pretty much all
of the time. So you can go there any time
when it's windy and trout will be
feeding there because the food is there.
Luke and I wait for the really windy
days and fish particularly around the
sand lake bay area, which is a fantastic
spot place to fish. There is a rock wall
dam in this area and anywhere north
and south of that is also really good. We
fish out of a boat, but you could fish the
area off the shore, though it is obviously
a bit easier to cope with the wind if
you're fishing from a boat. 
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Here’s where we focused - Tassie Highland lakes 
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There are boat ramps available at
convenient places, at the morass for
example, and you can launch from there
and duck straight across to any of these
spots. And you are relatively safe to get
back or sit it out if it gets too windy. So
my suggestion is that you fish the bottom
of the wind on that eastern shore. 

This style of fishing is hard work – you
have to brace yourself in the boat, which
is going up and down, and the waves are
big, so it's not comfortable and easy. But
the fish are there. So we get excited about
it, and what compensates for the
unpleasant conditions is that every other
minute you are into a fish. So the fishing
is good. The fish that used to be in
Arthurs Lake are all still there, and this is
true for all the other lakes in the area. You
head to Little Pine and there is a dun
hutch but no fish are up. But the fish are
still here and they are still feeding,

because when you do catch some you
find that they are in great condition. So
they are obviously eating something. 

So it is all about adapting your fishing
methods to find the fish. What we’re
doing is not the style of fishing I'd like to
be doing, and it's not like it was. I'd much
rather be on Penstock in the middle of a
dun hatch on a nice day. But then again I
don't want to be catching 0.8 of a fish
each day either. When I go out fishing I
like to catch a dozen. When I’m fishing at
Arthurs and I'm in the trees on the
electric motor and snagging the drogue,
and all the other stuff that frustrates me is
happening, on some days I feel like
giving up and going home. But the
fishery is still in excellent condition, and
the fisheries inspectors are saying that the
fish traps they are using have consistently
had excellent quality fish in them.

Josh with a keeper – but it went back 

>>>



So the fishery is still very healthy and
good fish are still there, but we are just
not seeing those types of fishing that we
all used to love. I'm sure it will eventually
come back and we'll have our red letter
days again.

Let’s talk about Woods Lake. Of course at
Woods everyone goes over and fishes
around the river and in the marsh. But
Luke and I fish down along the eastern
shore. We fish some good weed beds
when the wind is right. The shore here
gets hammered by the wind but we find
fish of excellent size and quality,
particularly in the area that gets most of
the wind. The fishing there is absolutely
fantastic. I've caught some of my best fish
in this lake during this season, with fish
consistently up to 5 lb in beautiful
condition and stuffed full of stick caddis.
And these were all caught in a really
rough weather. 

And I'm as bad as everybody else – we
would go across to the west side and sit
in the trees where there were brilliant dun
hatches - but no fish were up. Everyone
was going there and seeing great dun
hatches, but no one was catching any fish.
So the immediate question was, where
are they? We found them on the opposite
shore at the bottom of the wind when
there was a westerly. 

I recall a day that had perfect weather for
a dun hatch - overcast with a gentle
breeze, and there were duns popping up
everywhere. I had a client with me and
we hardly saw a fish rise all day. I was so
embarrassed that I gave the client another
day to make up for it. About a week later
I fished there with Luke in really rough
weather. There was no one else at the
boat ramp because it was so rough. We
arrived and said: “It’s perfect, let's get
down there!” 
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Pumphouse Point on Lake St Clair 
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There were fish everywhere, and again
they were stuffed full of stick caddis.

We needed to get the right sort of drift,
with usually one person controlling the
electric motor, which is almost a full-time
job. We also had to use stripping baskets
because the wind is often whipping your
line out and then down under the boat,
which is a total pain in the bum. So it's all
those things you wouldn't sign up for if
you had the choice, but the fishing is just
so good. 

So we made a conscious decision to
change the way we fish and where we
fish. We still fish the same lakes, but we
go to different spots and typically fish
conditions that we wouldn't previously
have bothered to put up with. The
physical aspect of the fishing is harder
but the fish are there at these places at the
bottom of the wind. And they are in great
condition - typically 2 to 3 pounders and
as good a quality as you you'd get get
anywhere. The fishery is in good
condition, but sadly while we still get
good dun hatches the fish just don't seem
to be on them.

I picked Bronte Lagoon because it is a bit
further down towards the Derwent
catchment. The style of fishing at Bronte
also applies to Lake Binney, which is a
great fishery. In terms of fish quality and
size it is very similar to Bronte. We only
fish one area at Bronte which is along the
eastern shore from what the locals call
‘one tree point’ down into Long Arm Bay.
At the bottom of a westerly we can get a
really good drift along that shore and are
fishing in water of 0.5 to 1.5 metre depth.
We can also fish off the bank. Often we
are casting right into the rough stuff
where the bottom has been turned up the
most, and again it is where the stick
caddis are found. 

The other thing to remember is that you
often get a good dun hatch drifting out of

this bay because there is a weed bed there
that is one of the best fishing spots on the
lake. We would sometimes launch the
boat at the boat ramp and find it too
windy over on the eastern shore, so we
would fish in the quiet corners near the
shacks or in Tailers Bay where we were
out of the breeze, but then find the fish
just weren't there. The fish were where
the wind was and thus where the food
was. 

I've got some stick caddis patterns that
John Philbrick ties for Peter Hayes and
these are great big things. I didn’t think
they would catch a fish, but they do. And
I hadn’t thought that stick caddis were
that big until we found a few that were.
So it's no wonder the fish were there
feeding on them because these stick
caddis are a decent meal for any fish.

Both in Woods and in Arthurs if it's really
rough I fish with two flies – an olive
coloured beadhead Woolly Bugger on the
point and some other type of wet fly on
the bob, typically a Green Machine or
sometimes a Yeti style of fly. I fish these
really slow with big long pulls. Typically
a fish will take them on the drop. I've got
another set up where I use Philbrick's big
nymph on the end with a bit of weight in
it and any of the other popular caddis
patterns above it. As long as you have
something with a bit of weight so you can
fish it with some constant tension on the
line. If it is really rough my preference is
the first set up with the beadhead fly on
the point and if it's not too rough I’ll use
the second set up I have described. I don't
bother trying to fish with three flies
because if it's windy I invariably wind up
with a massive tangle.

In the summer time typically on Arthurs
and Bronte I'll fish with a Red Tag, or a
Lachie’s Hopper (a great hopper pattern
that you can tie in just a few seconds but
it catches heaps of fish and you can >>>
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see it even in rough water). Probably my
number one fly is the Shaving Brush. If I
had to use just one fly all year it would be
this fly. I tie mine on a Kamasan B100 bent
hook so they are a bit more of an emerger
than your standard Shaving Brush. It's a
very adaptable fly. It doesn't sink in rough
water. It will float all day, and if it is
cloudy or dark (the weather we like to fish
in), it stands out well on the waves in the
grey light. If I was travelling to Tasmania,
or even going to New Zealand, I’d tie a
hundred of those in different sizes. There
are no Gum Beetles in my collection;
instead I just use a Red Tag, which is
another great fly.

So that's my summary of the Tasmanian
fishery over the last couple of seasons.
This fishing in really rough conditions is
not for everybody, and you need to have
your boat set up properly for these
conditions. Anchoring might well work in
Woods Lake because there you can find
the fish in patches. You can catch some
fish, then drift down 100 yards and not
catch any more, then return and fish the
same patch again and find fish there
again, possibly because there is a ton of
stick caddis there. 

Let’s talk about the rivers. Last season I
spent a little bit of time on the Lake River,
which was really good and I got my best
fish there last Easter - a beautiful fish of
about 5 lb. I also fished the North Esk up
at Wisloca. I spent time there in March
and with the right weather the fishing
was very good. I drifted the Macquarie
River of course, and this of course is a
great fishery.

I think that the notion of going to
Tasmania and fishing the lakes in the
same style that we did five years ago is
something that you can't do now, because
the fishery is not fishing like that any
more. Like everyone else I’m hopeful that
it might come back. But for now we have
to change the way that we fish.

There was a question about bag limits.
While the number of fish you can take
from Tasmanian lakes varies from one to
another, most visiting anglers now
practice catch and release. However there
are plenty of lakes where pulling more
fish out would help by increasing the
overall size of fish. For lakes such as
Arthurs and some others I don't think that
the angling pressure will ever have much
of an impact on the stock of wild fish,
given the number of fish in these lakes.
You could have a bag limit of 100 if you
liked and it wouldn’t matter because no
one would ever catch that number, as it's
rare for anglers to even catch as many as
ten.

Here’s a thought. If you coming to
Tasmania, instead of going to the
Highlands why not fish the eastern lakes –
Tooms and Lake Leake. There is good
local accommodation there and these
lakes are great fisheries with fish up to 5
lb. At Tooms they have just dropped a
couple thousand fish in from the Great
Lake, so Tooms will fish really well for the
next season or two. Alternatively, fish the
west coast rivers. Stay at Arthur River in
October and fish during the sea run
season when trout are chasing whitebait
up the rivers. The month of October offers
fantastic fishing and you could fish the
Arthur River, the Pieman, the Henty and
all the way down the west coast, staying
in delightful places along the way. You
can hire a shack at Arthur River and with
a group you would individually pay $30 a
night to have accommodation right on the
river, and in the evening you could fish to
big salmon coming in from the sea. In
other words there are other fantastic spots
to fish and some great trophy waters other
than the ones we've relied on in the past. I
would hate you to think that Tasmania’s
fishing has had its best days, because it
hasn't. The fishing is still really good, but
you have to change the way you're
thinking a bit.



I didn't do any guiding last summer
because of my involvement with
Pumphouse Point, but I will do more
guiding again this coming summer
because I missed it, particularly the river
fishing and the drift boat fishing. I think
our rivers are under-utilised fisheries.
Some of the bigger rivers in the central
and northern regions, and also others
down south such as the Derwent and the
Huon, have their good days providing
good fishing with really big fish. But you
never see a drift boat on them. If they
were in the USA a drift boat would go
past every 20 minutes.

So us Tasmanian guides have got to start
thinking more broadly about what we
offer. We still haven't got helicopters into
remote areas or drift boats on many of
our rivers, so we're not accessing and
utilising the fishery as we might. And so
many anglers are coming down to Tassie

and having crap trips because they’re
fishing Arthurs and not catching
anything.

This change in strategy by Luke and I
came about because we were fed up with
going out and waiting for it to happen
and it didn't happen. This was the case so
many times that we said this is crazy.
What are we doing wrong? The duns are
here but the fish aren't, or the fish are but
the duns aren't, and this was driving us
mad. So we said let's flip it on its head
and fish outside the hours that we used to
fish, and fish in places that we didn't
used to fish, and fish in weather that we
didn't use to fish in, and our catch rates
went through the roof. We have been
averaging a couple of hundred fish a
season, and that's just in our recreational
fishing time. But no one wants to come
out fishing with us because it's raining
and windy and horrible. But we

A typical brown from Arthurs Lake 
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come back having had a great day with
most of it spent with huge bends in our
rods. We rug up and wear the right gear
so we don't get cold. 

We started exploring further afield and
are spending more time on the West
Coast now as well as doing trips to those
east coast lakes which are a bit lower and
a bit milder early in the season. We are
thinking about our fishing now and
asking ourselves what we can do
differently. I recommend that everyone
should do this – sit down with a map of
Tassie and say, “Let's not fish Arthurs and
the central plateau, but let's plan a trip
around the rest of Tasmania and fish
some other fisheries to see what they're
like.” I guarantee that you will get some
fish and it'll be a very different trip. The
fishery is still very accessible and the
quality of the fish is good, so it's just
about looking elsewhere and perhaps
changing your fishing style. Just
remember that fishing can be hard on
bright sunny days. The overcast and
rough days are better. The bigger fish
come out on the rougher days and will
stay out longer in overcast conditions.
The rough water on top pushes the food
around, giving all the right conditions for
the fish.

Let’s talk about Pumphouse Point on
Lake St Clair. Lake St Clair was built by
the Hydro in the 1930s and commissioned
in the 1940s to drought-proof Hobart and
the Derwent River catchment. It was
never needed however, so was a huge
piece of infrastructure that was built then
kept in caretaker mode for many years.
Luckily for Tasmania we didn’t ever have
a period of extreme drought. They raised
the lake level by about a metre in the
process of building the top and bottom
weirs, and this created some fabulous
fisheries. The lagoon is a world class
fishery and still produces fish of 5 lb.
There are fish tailing regularly in the

evenings and also taking midge. The
predominant wind, especially in the
summer, is a north-westerly coming
down the lake and enabling great drifts in
boats along the eastern shore, and you
can catch one fish after another taking
particularly Red Tags. And these fish are
rainbows up to 5 lb. So anglers have
access to a fabulous fishery, including the
basin which again is a fantastic fishery
offering great dun hatches and jassid
hatches in the late season. And you can
access all of it. 

If you stay at the Pumphouse Point
facility you can watch fish rising outside
your window. And much of this fishery is
accessible from the shore, so ideal for the
land-based angler. The lagoon in the first
three months of the season consistently
provides exceptional fishing. The water
levels are high and the fish are feeding
hard in against the bank. You couldn’t
have a better base for your Tasmanian
fishing trip. Just down the road is Lake
King William which itself is a
phenomenal fishery in terms of fish
numbers. While it has lots of small fish
around a pound and a half there is a good
number of fish in the 2 – 3 lb range and
you’ll catch a lot of fish there. You can go
there on a bright sunny day in the
summer and fish all day to rising fish,
catching as many as 20 to 30 of them.
Those interested should check the
Pumphouse Point website -
http://www.pumphousepoint.com.au
giving a comprehensive list of its facilities
and features. There are 18 rooms for
guests and rates start at $240 per night
per room. 

Finally, any time anybody wants to ring
me up and say, “I’m coming down. Can I
touch base with you and get some advice
on the fishing,” I’ll be very happy to help
you with the latest info.
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Members will be sad to hear that Peter
McCabe died on Friday, July 10,
following several weeks of illness.

Peter joined the VFFA in 2011 and became
an active member in the years that
followed. He was a regular attender at
meetings and enjoyed VFFA trips to
Enochs Point, Warrnambool and
Tasmania. He was also a member of the
Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club and had been
an office-bearer in that club. He loved his
fly fishing and was also a very keen
yachtsman. 

Peter was born in Glasgow and followed
his father into the Royal Navy. He trained
initially as a welder, and then as a marine
engineer. His service in the Navy took
him to all parts of the world, and on a
visit to Sydney, Australia, in the early
1960s he met, courted and then married
Pat. He left the Navy after they married
and he and Pat settled in Adelaide. In the
early 1970s they moved to Melbourne. 

Peter worked in refrigeration and air
conditioning, and became national sales
manager for Hitachi. He was also
President for some years of AIRAH
(Australian Institute of Refrigeration, Air
Conditioning, and Heating). 

His passion for fly fishing commenced in
Scotland. His other keen interests were
yachting and playing the ukulele. (His
family insisted on paying for some
ukulele lessons for him.) 

Peter and Pat had three children – Fiona,
Tara and Patrick. He also had three
grand-children and was a doting and
very caring grand-parent. He and Pat
celebrated 50 years of marriage just a few
of years ago.

Sadly in the past two years Peter and Pat
have been confronted with some very sad

and challenging experiences. Their son
Patrick was drowned in an accident, and
then both Peter and Pat had battles with
cancer. Peter recovered from his cancer
but then contracted a series of persistent
infections. He was admitted to hospital in
late May, but his health deteriorated and
he died six weeks later.

Some of Peter’s VFFA and Red Tag
friends attended the memorial service
honouring his memory at his yacht club
on July 19, where condolences and
sympathies were expressed to his wife
Pat and other family members. 

The condolences and thoughts of VFFA
members are also passed on to VFFA
Council member John Permewan, whose
mother Inez Permewan died on July 24.
Our deepest sympathies to you too, John. 

Vale Peter McCabe (1938 – 2015)

Peter doing what he loved doing – 

fishing a stream
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VFFA & Social Media 
The VFFA council decided earlier this year to review its communication 
channels with the idea of adding “social media ‘’ to the mix, potentially adding 
value to members and the organisation now and into the future. 

The below chart exhibits current and planned social media in the overall mix. 
!

!
!
!
!

!"#$%&'%()*&#+%,-.&#/%
Social media refers to the means of interactions among people in which they 
create, share, and/or exchange information and ideas in virtual communities 
and networks. 

Basically Social media is a two-way communication medium e.g. newspapers 
allows one way, social media allows comment and interaction, allowing two-
way text/photos/video. 

0112%()*&#+%3-.&#%*")&*-4%
It is envisaged the VFFA current and future members would use social media 
for: 

• Promotion of Association upcoming and past events 
• Interact with fishing communities and club interests – text based 
• Uploading visual material for members and related / interested fishing 

communities 
• Communicate with each other about activities and events 
• Uploading of high quality images by members and /or for members  
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1#*-5))6%
%

!
Facebook has been chosen as a site as it can provide all of these needs and is 
accessible through computers and or smart phones or tablets connected to 
the Internet. It is a true two-way medium and the most successful brand 
globally. 
!
78'$#9:#3%
%

!
!
Instagram provides a place to upload high quality photos and videos from 
mobile devices only. Thus photos taken in the field from a smart phone can 
be easily uploaded and shared soon after the event is captured, from 
stream/lake or back at the camp provided an internet connection is possible. 
Instagram is also the most successful global brand for sharing photos via 
mobile devices. 
!
;)<%$"-=%<):6%/%
Both Facebook and Instagram can be accessed through the VFFA web site 
links, see below access logo’s on home page: 
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !
!

!
!

!
!
!
!
Members can be casual users of this medium or sign up to free membership 
of both Facebook and Instagram to see all the communication sharing 
options. 
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To find out more about our new social media sites look on their web sites: 
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To visit the Photos section move from the opening Timeline tab to the Photos 
tab as shown in below example. 
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The VFFA will continue to promote itself through existing channels e.g. Fly 
Lines (ie the newsletter), Web site emails, etc, and will become active in 
promoting and sharing the organisation though these new mediums. 
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The site is mostly focused on photos and saves high quality images for free to 
share with members and friends. 

Note: Can only upload from smart phones or tablets (mobile devices) 
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Mayflies and fly fishing are two words
that go together. Could you have to many
mayflies? VFFA member Alex Evans
recently sent us the following note:

The BBC website talks about 2 foot deep
piles of mayflies - it's a trout fisherman's
wildest dream! Check
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-
canada-33129833

‘Dense mayfly swarm causes crashes,
closes US bridge

A dense swarm of mayflies caused
motorcycle crashes and the overnight
closure of a bridge in the US state of
Pennsylvania. The sheer volume of
insects reduced visibility, and turned the
road surface of the bridge over the

Susquehanna River, in Lancaster County,
into a treacherous, slippery mess. Piles of
mayflies up to 2ft deep were seen the
morning after. The bridge was closed late
on Saturday, reopening early on Sunday. 

Police said: “It was like a blizzard in June,
but instead of snow, it was mayflies.” 

Wrightsville Fire Chief Chad Livelsberger
told LancasterOnline, "They were getting
in our mouth. We had to close our eyes.
We had to swat them away. Even when
we got back, it felt like bugs were
crawling in you."

Spectacular swarms of mayflies are not
uncommon. Last year one in Wisconsin
became so big it appeared on local radar
as rain.’

Odd Bits
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Tasmania’s weather is quite different to
the rest of Australia! Our seasons do

seem to vary greatly when compared to
the rest of the country, especially those in
the northern part of the continent.

You will hear on ABC radio that we have
now “gone into Spring, Summer, Autumn
or Winter.” Well and good for the
northern states whose citizens dwell
much closer to the equator, But you
cannot simply throw a blanket over all of
Australia and make the simplistic
statement that “today is the first day of
Spring, Summer, etc, etc.” We in
Tasmania are situated many kilometers
south of the northern states!

In my role as a tackle shop proprietor,
and having regular discussions with
many of our customers regarding the
weather, it became apparent to me many
years ago that our seasons simply don’t
align themselves with the states further
north. One proviso is that our weather is
fairly similar to areas of Gippsland, the
Mornington Peninsula, the Bellerine
Peninsula and the coastal region down to
almost Warrnambool. During the year
our seasons seem to change almost in
parallel.

But once we move north up around
Albury/Wodonga and the border country
along the Murray River, the weather
changes do fit the blueprint of the ABC
that “Winter is here; Spring is here, etc,
etc.” Tasmanian weather is one month
behind the mainland and should be
accepted as such!

Back to the shop where customers quote
“the first day of Winter!” I then ask them,
“What are the three coldest months in
Tasmania?” Without even thinking they

will say “June, July and August.” My
answer is, “What about the long Indian
summers that we often experience well
into June?” They generally agree and also
agree that our Winter months are really
July, August and September. I then ask,
“Does that make our Spring the months
of October, November and December?”

Immediate response: “How can
December be part of Spring?” My answer
is, “How many Christmas days have we
had with snow on the mountains or lots
of heavy rain?” General agreement seems
to be, “Maybe you’re right”. So, I
continue, “That means the Tasmanian
Summer is the months of January,
February and March.” Here there is again
general agreement – hard to argue against
our three hottest months! So then, “Does
Autumn happen over April, May and
June?” Well, that’s when the arguments
start all over again, right back at the
beginning! June is always cold so it must
be Winter! Not so, except this year, which
was a noticeable exception. Our three
coldest months remain July, August and
September.

So when you hear ABC Radio
broadcasters saying “It’s the first day of…
……!” then for Tasmania add a month to
the cycle and you will be much closer to
our seasons. So my suggestion is to plan
your trips for fishing or touring
accordingly. Fishing in Tasmania is a
‘chuck it and chance it’ proposition in
December, and many of the VFFA
members have been sadly disappointed
when we don’t have the mild, settled
mainland weather they expected.
December is the period during which we
change from Spring to Summer and is
usually quite unsettled. (Residents know

Weather in Tasmania by the Seasons
(… Andrew Braithwaite)

>>>
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Iwas asked several months ago by two
brothers who are good friends of mine

from California to find a lodge for us to
fly fish where no international travel was
involved. There were some other
stipulations: three full days of guided
fishing and a lodge that would accept and
carefully store a case of wine sent before
we arrived. I knew just the place: Five
Rivers Lodge, in Dillon, Montana.

Five Rivers Lodge is located near
legendary rivers such as the Beaverhead,
Ruby and Big Hole, so that short drives
from the lodge would give easy access to
the daily floats we had booked. The lodge
is owned by friends of mine, Jay Burgin
and Mary Jaque. They have managed and
orchestrated the expansions of the
property for over thirty years, and still
strive every day with guests’ comfort and
expectations their goal. Jay retired some
years ago from developing real estate
properties. Mary is a priest who works at
local churches when called on as needed
during the winter months.

After our arrival from the Montana
airport we were ushered into a
comfortable, well appointed room with
stunning views of five mountain ranges
in the distance. Each room had a private
bath and opened onto a deck we enjoyed
frequently during the cocktail hour. The
lodge has the capacity to cater for 25
guests.

Each day of our stay started with a coffee
at the ready, well before the breakfast
gathering of guests. Breakfast was fresh
fruit and a variety of juices and cereals
served in buffet style. Jay handled the
kitchen requests with eggs, pancakes and
French toast cooked to order for each
guest. 

After breakfast we went to a counter
holding an array of choices for packed
lunches. Sandwiches were made and
choices such as boiled eggs, fruits and
homemade cookies were assembled and
housed in plastic boxes, with our names
then added. The boxes were picked up by
the guides and placed in coolers with a
selection of beverages.

The guides arrived at 8:00am. Jay has an
inventory of guides that he can rely on to
deliver the type of experiences guests
expect. Guides look after two guests each
and arrive towing a drift boat or zodiac
styled craft for the days float trip.

Water levels were low in the area as it had
suffered minimal run off from the
surrounding mountain ranges in the
spring. Our guides selected sections of
river and then arranged the ferrying
service for the trucks and the purchase of
licenses. We launched and floated and
would find the truck waiting
downstream at the pre-arranged take out. 

Montana
(What’s it like fishing the legendary streams of Montana in real style? Harry Robertson,

a great friend of the VFFA, has provided this account …)

it as the cold and flu season, as is Autumn
into Winter, or June into July, when
another bout of colds and flu attack us.)

Oh yes, I know that it is sometimes cold
in June and occasionally hot in December,
and there are variations. But you cannot

have Darwin, Brisbane and Tasmania all
going into the same seasons at the same
time!

I believe this scenario is worth some
serious consideration and discussion.
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We were told at the outset of our first day
that we had missed the Salmon Fly hatch.
I have always missed the Salmon Fly
hatch on my trips out west. It is a
calendar lottery that I don’t attempt to
win. Instead we enjoyed fine days casting
to the shoreline of the Big Hole with dry
flies. The flies that worked well for us
were the Kaufman Stimulator, Dark Elk
Hair Caddis, Pale Morning Dun patterns
and Yellow Sally imitations of various
colors, all flies being size 12 and delivered
on 6 lb leaders 9 foot long. I found that
these leaders when used with 9 foot
medium action fast-tipped rods were able
to give us the necessary mends for longer
fly drifts and thus more strikes. 

The fishing was best in the afternoons
when natural hatches began to show in
great numbers. We caught adequate
numbers to hold our interest of browns
and rainbows with a few white fish. Few
fish were under 12” and some over 16”.

In the afternoon at the conclusion of

fishing we journeyed back to the lodge to
freshen up then gather to be regaled with
tales from Jay and other guests about
their day; always a pleasant time. I visit
many lodges during a year in many
countries. I can assure you the evening
meal accompanied by lodge selection of
wines is as fine as any I have enjoyed.

On the last day of our stay before leaving
the lodge I booked the same period for
2016 and have inked it on my calendar.
The two brothers who accompanied me
are agreed and several friends from the
Richmond, Virginia, area have opted to
join me. If any of you would like to enjoy
the hypnotism of the beauty of the area
and consummate care of this lodge please
get in touch by visiting the information to
reach me at www.hanoverfly.com

I wish no wind knots for you all,

Harry

(Members will be aware that a small team
of Australian Trout Foundation members,
including VFFA member Brian Eddy,
made a successful submission to have the
Ovens River around Bright stocked,
following the disastrous bushfires and
floods of 2013. How’s it going now? Brian
has provided the following note on the
coming season’s prospects.)

The coming season on the Upper Ovens
is at this stage looking quite promising.
Widespread bushfires around Harrietville
in January and February 2013 which were
immediately followed by enormously
destructive flash flooding virtually wiped
out the trout population at that time. Silt
loads were higher than ever seen before

and trout (and other aquatic life) simply
suffocated.

Fortunately, a submission I worked on
with the Australian Trout Foundation
was accepted by Fisheries Victoria and a
re-stocking to assist recovery of the
fishery was approved in August last year.
2500 brown trout of advanced yearling
size or better were released into the
Ovens River in September and October
2014 between Porepunkah and
Harrietville. (There was also a
“sprinkling” of ex-brood stock browns of
about 1.6 kg).

Consequently we had a very good season
in 2014/15, with most anglers getting
some reward for their efforts,

Season’s Prospects for the Upper Ovens River

>>>
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whereas in the previous year there was
just nothing. I know of at least three bags
of 20+ trout taken and released in a
session (all on fly). The fish were mostly
small of course but with another year’s
growth I am hoping for plenty of better
sized fish this season.

A few other positive observations from
the season were that –

a) The rainbow population is also
recovering well and there was no
shortage of feisty little rainbows by
season’s end (which was two years
after the destructive floods).

b) The trout food supply (aquatic
invertebrates) has also recovered well.
I was very concerned that this may
take years to achieve but I saw some of
the biggest mayfly hatches ever during
last summer.

c) “Catch and Release” is becoming
almost “the norm” among visiting
anglers I meet here, as is fly fishing as
the preferred method.

There was also, and thanks again to
Fisheries Victoria, a stocking of two
disused dredge holes at Harrietville in
Nov 2013 (as a post bushfire recovery
project for the community) – browns in
one and rainbows in the other and all fish
1.5 kg or better!

So all in all, we are looking forward to the
coming season up here with a fair bit of
optimism.

Regards to all,

Brian Eddy

(Footnote: As well as the above I have
been working on a fish habitat creation
project utilising a grant of $35,000 which
came from Fisheries Recreational Fishing
Grants (i.e. from licence fees). It’s a work
in progress at the moment but I hope this
will be complete later this year and I will
be organising some sort of “opening
event” for publicity. 

I’m also working with Terry George and
the ATF on re-stocking proposals for the
Buckland River and Eurobin Creek. Won’t
know how this will go until the Fisheries
Hume region stocking conference I’m
attending on August 6.)

A morning on my deck Feb 2015

Placing boulders for fish habitat Releasing brown trout
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Three Melbourne-based VFFA
representatives - Bruce Houghton,

Duncan Milenkovic and Lyndon Webb -
headed west for the Warrnambool
Flyfishers annual dinner on July 25.

We gathered in the Matilda Room at the
Warrnambool Racing Club with some 60
other keen anglers, guests and friends to
enjoy a truly great night of fabulous food
and friendly convivial company.

It all began with the keenly anticipated
Hors D’Ouvres of deep-fried crumbed
abalone, this being followed by not one
but four entrees - Game Soup, Battered
Bream, Smoked Trout and Smoked Eel,
and Hare and Duck Terrine with
Woodford Crabapple Jelly.

Warrnambool Fly Fisher’s Annual Dinner

Smoked trout as an entrée – and not much left either 
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The main course was Grilled Kangaroo
Sirloin, and the finale was tea or coffee
with a Cheese Platter and Woodford
Quince Paste and Apples.

The Warrnambool Annual Game Dinner
is a very special event, and its popularity
is evidenced by the fact that many who
attend were there the previous year, and
the year before that, and in the years
before that too … Those who have been
just keep returning.

The food for the evening (fish, duck,
abalone, etc) is all collected in the months
prior to the dinner by the very active and
enterprising team of Warrnambool fly
fishers lead by their President, Adrian
Jacobs. Well known Warrnambool top
angler Jim Blakeslee is also at the
forefront in this food gathering exercise. 

It was no great surprise at the dinner
when the Arthur Hogan Trophy for the
largest trout caught in local waters was
presented to Jim as the winner – for the
13th time. During the evening the Geoff
O'Brien Memorial Trophy for the best
selection of flies tied by a WFFC member
was awarded to Bob Loch.

These awards topped off another
fabulous Warrnambool Annual Dinner.

Jim Blakeslee being presented with the

Arthur Hogan Trophy by president 

Adrian Jacobs 
Would you like some more deep-fried

abalone sir? 

Bruce Houghton and Duncan Milenkovic –

VFFA representatives from Melbourne 
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FLY OF THE MONTH

The Hare’s Ear Parachute

Here’s a useful fly. We’re all familiar with the Adams as a dry fly, and here is
another fairly similar ‘generalist’ type of fly that can be used anywhere with a
good chance it will be snaffled by any upward looking trout with an appetite.

Well known and popular fly fishing author John Gierach writes about the flies he
carries for fishing small streams. He says: “The fact is, you usually don't need
much in the way of flies to catch small-stream trout. It's not that they’re dumb; it's
just that a typical Rocky Mountain tributary creek is a steep, fast, cold freestone,
and although it may have plenty of bugs, it won't have a lot of any one kind. So
the blanket hatches that can make trout selective are all but unheard of. A
successful trout here has to be quick, aggressive, and curious enough to grab
anything that looks remotely alive and edible simply because he cannot afford not
to, while a picky fish in the same water would starve. 

So with that in mind, some small-stream anglers choose patterns for nothing more
than their visibility, durability, and buoyancy, leaning heavily toward dry flies
with big, bright wings and synthetic bodies that float like corks. These flies work,
they’re easy to see, they last through dozens of fish if you don't lose them, and
they don't have to be constantly false cast and dusted to keep them floating. In a
word, there efficient.
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My favourite small-stream dry fly – and possibly my favourite dry fly of all time – is
the Hare’s Ear Parachute. I tie them in sizes 14 – 18. 

Tom Rosenbaum, author of the Orvis Guide To Prospecting For Trout, says this: “For the
past five years I have relied on one dry fly pattern for blind-fishing more than any
other. This fly is the Hare’s Ear Parachute. It works for me in the Catskills, in Montana
and Idaho, in California, and in Pennsylvania. 

It is as near a perfect dry fly for blind-fishing as any fly I’ve seen. It’s highly visible, has
an upright wing of white calf body hair, and is tied with a parachute hackle which does
not obscure the visibility of the wing as traditional hackle does. I have tried wings
dyed orange and bright yellow, but for most water conditions white still reflects more
visible light than any other colour, so you can pick it up better. 

It also has more bulk than standard dry flies, and you need bulk when you’re trying to
catch the attention of a trout that may not be staring at the surface looking for floating
insects. The deer hair tail, combined with a fat body of hare’s ear fur, makes sure it is
noticed. The parachute hackle allows the fly to lie in or below the surface film, helping
to catch the trout’s attention from a greater distance than a fly that floats on its tackle
tips. Trout can’t see objects above the water well, especially in riffled water, but they
can easily spot objects in the surface film. This may also be a reason why dry flies
outperform nymphs when you are blind fishing.” 

So with a couple of recommendations like that how could you resist?

Materials for the Hare’s Ear Parachute Dry Fly

Hook: Dry fly, sizes 12 - 18 

Thread: Brown or tan 8/0 Unithread

Tail: Natural brown deer or elk hair (Gierach suggests black moose body hair).

Body: Hare’s ear dubbing. 

Rib: Brown thread or gold or copper wire (various sources give different
suggestions - Gierach suggests the brown thread; Rosenbaum and others
omit the rib).

Wing: White calf body hair (or any of the popular synthetic wing or post
materials).

Hackles: Dun or ginger or grizzle (Gierach suggests dun, Rosenbaum favours grizzle.
A check on Google shows a variety of colours, including white and furnace).
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Tying Procedure

1. Wind thread along the hook shank and tie in a small number of fibres (of your
choice) for the tail. The tail should be about the same length as the hook shank.

2. Wind the thread back to a point between one quarter and one third of the shank
length from the eye.

3. Tie in your wing post material and stand it up vertically by tying thread in front of
it and around it. Trim off the waste butt material and cover the remaining butt
material along the shank with tying thread.

4. Prepare and tie in your hackle feather at this point. The hackle feather butt should
be tied along the shank a bit and then bent upwards and tied a short distance up
the wing post (1.0 – 1.5  millimetre) to where it will begin the winding process. At
this point the hackle feather should be standing up vertically. 

5. Wind the thread back to the point where the tail is tied in (i.e. just before the hook
bend commences) and tie in your ribbing material if you intend adding the rib.

6. Add some hare’s ear dubbing to the thread and build up a dubbed body that
covers the shank up to the post. Wind in and tie off the rib. It probably helps if the
hare’s ear dubbing is rough, rather than neat and smooth. Add some more dubbing
between the post and the hook eye.

7. Wind the tying thread back so that is just behind the post and hanging down on
the far side of the fly. Then carefully wind the hackle feather down the post,
making four or five turns. 

8. Take the thread and wind three or four strong turns around the wing post at the
bottom of the hackle to tie the hackle in. Trim off the waste hackle. 

9. Take the thread in front of the wing post and tie it off forming a tiny head behind
the eye, being careful to not tie down any of the hackle fibres.

10. A drop of head cement and the fly is complete. 

Tichborne watercolour

Te Wairoa Stream Mouth  
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VFFA Meetings at the Celtic Club & other activities. 

August

2               Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool

9               Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool

12             Council Meeting - 7:30 pm

13             Trip to DPI Hatchery at Snob’s Creek – 11:00 am

16             Sunday Casting - 10:00 am Red Tag Pool

23             Sunday Casting -10:00 am Red Tag Pool 

28             Annual Dinner: 

                Speaker: Philip Weigall – top Victorian guide, author, and commentator  

29             President’s Casting Day -10:00 am Red Tag Pool

September

9               Council Meeting - 7:30 pm

17             VFFA AGM

October

11             Trip to Thorpdale as Guests of the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers’

15             General Meeting – at lunchtime – 12 pm.
                Speaker: JimAllen

21             Council Meeting - 7:30 pm

23 – 25     Annual Bullen Merri Trip (Camperdown) – details TBC

November

13 - 15      Annual Warrnambool Trip – details TBC

19             General Meeting - 8:00 pm
                Speaker: TBC

25             Council Meeting - 7:30 pm

December

17             Christmas Dinner: 
                Speaker: Rick Wallace – journalist with The Australian, and top fly fisher


