Friday, August 22,
6:30 for 7:00pm, at the

Celtic Club

his year’s Dinner is our 82nd Annual

Dinner, and will again be held at the
Celtic Club. Our guest speaker will be Rex
Hunt, who is well known to us all and has
a well-deserved reputation as a very
entertaining and engaging speaker. Rex is
perhaps best known for his involvement
in AFL football, but he has a lifelong and
passionate interest in angling. In 2000 he
was awarded the Centenary Medal by
then Prime Minister John Howard for his
services to Australian Football and
Fishing.

Rex’s television fishing
show ran for 17 years in
Australia and was
shown in over 70
countries. He was a
founding board member
of the Rex Hunt
Futurefish Foundation,
which fought for
angler’s rights and
promoted families and
children into fishing.

AUGUST 2014

He is also a founding board member of
the Australian Fly Fishing Museum.
Above all he is a passionate angler
enjoying all forms of the sport with his
greatest passion being fly fishing for trout
in small streams. Be assured, Rex is a
polished performer, and his presentation
at this year’s Annual Dinner will be well
worth hearing.

All members (and their guests) are
invited, but PLEASE complete and return
the invitation acceptance enclosed if you
haven’t already done so.

The Victorian Fly Fishers’ Association Inc. PO Box 18423 Melbourne Vic. 3001
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Advance Notice — the August Annual Dinner with Rex Hunt

his year’s Annual Dinner is scheduled

for Friday, August 22. It is our 82nd
Annual Dinner, and will again be held at
the Celtic Club in Queen Street,
Melbourne. The cost is $65 per person,
and an invitation is included as an insert
in this Newsletter.

Our guest speaker for the evening is Rex
Hunt, now a VFFA member. Rex is well
known to us all, and has a well-deserved
reputation as a very entertaining and
engaging speaker. He is perhaps best
known for his involvement in AFL
football. He played 208 AFL games with
Richmond, Geelong and St Kilda clubs,
and following his retirement as a player
spent many years as a broadcaster. But it
is his lifelong and passionate interest in
angling that is the reason for his
invitation to speak at our Dinner. In 2000
he was awarded the Centenary Medal by
then Prime Minister John Howard for his
services to Australian Football and
Fishing.

He is a member of the Australian Fishing
Tackle Association Hall of Fame. His
Television Fishing Show ran for 17 years
in Australia and was shown in over 70
countries. He is currently working with
Government to get kids off the streets and
into fishing. He was a founding board
member of the Rex Hunt Futurefish
Foundation, fighting for angler’s rights
and promoting families and children into
fishing. He is also a founding board
member of the Australian Fly Fishing
Museum at Clarendon, Tasmania.

Above all he is a passionate angler
enjoying all forms of the sport. But his
greatest passion is fly fishing for trout in
small streams. Be assured, Rex is a
polished performer and his presentation
at this year’s Annual Dinner will be well
worth hearing.

-
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Advance Notice - September AGM

he September general meeting is

traditionally the Annual General
Meeting. It’s still a few weeks away, but
our President is keen to remind us that all
financial members are eligible for
nomination and election to the Council.
Notice papers relevant to the AGM are
included with this newsletter, including
the Nomination Form, Appointment of
Proxy Form, and the Notice of Annual
General Meeting.

Council meets regularly and all the
management issues involved in running
the Association are dealt with there. Thus
the general meetings are given over
totally to the advertised activities — guest
speakers, auctions, fly tying
demonstrations ...

So if you have some experience and talent
in management, and a keen desire to see
our Association remain strong and
vibrant and responsive to the needs of
members, please give some thought to
nominating for Council. Be assured,
meetings are lively and entertaining, and
you will be enriched by your
participation, as well as contributing your
skills and knowledge to the benefit of our
Association.

The date — Thursday, September 18, at the
Celtic Club.

Web Fish

Cast regularly at vffa.org.au

About the VFFA web site:

The VFFA web site has a comprehensive coverage of VFFA events, meetings , trips, ...updated

monthly making it easy to track dates and times.

Features of VFFA web site:

*  Monthly Newsletter delivered to members in full colour.

» Live access to more than five years of past Newsletters

* Newsletter in PDF format for easy reading on computers /iPads / tablets & smart phones

¢ Newsletter in PDF format that can be read and saved on iPads and tablets like eBooks

» Calendar of all activities that can be synced with all you digital device calendars

* QGallery of events - Photos and Event reports

e Where to fish directories: Victoria, Tasmania, NSW, New Zealand
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The July Meeting — with Dallas D’Silva

Our guest speaker for the July meeting was Dallas D’Silva, General Manager (Executive
Officer) of VRFish, the government funded representative organisation for recreational
anglers in Victoria. Prior to his appointment he held senior department positions in
fisheries management and policy for over 15 years in Queensland, Torres Strait, New
South Wales and Victoria. Here is a summary of his presentation.

hank you very much for the invitation

to come here tonight. It’s a real
honour to speak to an association like the
VFFA that has a long and proud history,
and to hear from you gentlemen what
your priorities are for recreational fishing.
While I'm here tonight to tell you a little
about what we are doing at VRFish it is
important for us to come to these sorts of
meetings and hear from the actual people
doing the fishing what you want. So
thank you.

I grew up on the Mornington Peninsular
primarily fishing for snapper and
calamari and I did a fair bit of diving for
abalone and lobster and scallops, so I'm
pretty much a saltwater man. But I
remember that some of my fondest
memories as a child were fishing up on
the Howqua River for trout. I've done a
bit of everything and I have two young
boys who I hope will enjoy fishing as
much as I did with my dad.

I have worked in fisheries management
and policy in government roles in
Victoria, New South Wales and
Queensland for the last 15 years. Early in
my career I found myself working in the
Torres Strait and I thought to myself,
“How good is this?” Eventually I came
back to Victoria and have spent the
majority of my career here. I worked for
government, but now I'm working for an
industry body. So now I'm on the other
side of the fence trying to keep the
government and the Department honest,
and ensuring that they look after
recreational fishingVRFish is the

Our guest speaker - Dallas D Silva

representative body under the Fisheries
Act set up to represent recreational
fishers. We have a funding agreement
with the government and we receive a
small percentage of licence fees. Basically
what we want to see is responsible
recreational fishing in Victoria and we
want to see it grow. Our participation
rates are in decline and that is a concern
to us and I'm sure to recreational fishers
as well. The alarm bells are starting to
ring. Many of the clubs and associations
that make up VRFish are thriving and
prosperous, but others are not doing so
well and we really want to help these
clubs.
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Dallas warmly welcomed by President Terry Rogers

We have a fairly new board, and the
board has met and has reinforced our goal
which is to see Victoria as the premier
recreational fishing destination in the
country. We don’t have the best weather
and we don’t have the biggest coastline,
but what we have is a diversity of
fisheries that very few other states have.
So it’s how we market this and how we
promote it. We are also very aware of a
thing called the ‘social licence’, which
affects your access and basically the
community’s acceptance of your right to
go fishing. When we talk about
recreational fishing to people out there in
the community one in four of them has a
negative perception of it. They think it’s
bad. This is a concern to us because it
ultimately affect our ability to access the
resource, and thus we end up with
closures and marine parks and aquatic
reserves and those sorts of things.

Aot of this negative perception is based
on what’s happening overseas. People
watch these doom and gloom programs
about fisheries that are collapsing
overseas, mostly due to commercial

fishing, and they also see recreational
fishing as largely unregulated with no
limits on how many people can fish and
what they can take. So people here are
misinformed and hold the perception that
we are overfishing. In the schools too
some of the curriculum materials teach
kids that there is overfishing, even though
this is simply not the case here in Victoria.
We have fisheries here that are managed,
regulated and monitored, and Australia is
recognised as a leader in how it manages
its fisheries.

So we want to improve the recreational
fishing experience. We want high quality
recreational fishing here in Victoria and
there are a number of tools that we are
using to try to achieve this. We need to
manage our wild fisheries. We also need
to crack down on illegal fishing. Stocking
is an important tool to enhance the
resource and to create new fisheries, but
we have to do this in a smart way. There’s
no point in throwing fish into areas where
they won’t survive. So habitat
improvement is something that is coming
back into vogue in a major way. Habitat is
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now front and centre both nationally and
at the state level, so it is great to see that
we are putting a lot more focus on
improving fish habitat rather than just
trying to regulate the fishing into the
ground. If we are not addressing the
habitat issues or the environmental issues
you can regulate fishing until there is no
fishing left. So we have to deal with this
bigger issue.

Improving angler access is something else
that we are very keen on, and at VRFish
we are constantly out there looking for
ways to improve angler access to our
fishery resources. And finally we're
looking at fishing clinics and promotion
and marketing. That’s an area that doesn’t
get a lot of resources but it offers huge
potential. We need to promote some of the
fisheries that we've got, whether it be
snapper in Port Phillip Bay after the AFL
grand final or our trout fishery.

As you know, recreational fishing
generates about $2.3 billion to the
Victorian economy, based on the Ernst
and Young study done in 2008. At the
moment the fishing licence raises about $6
million per year, but there are a lot of
exemptions in place and a lot of people
don’t have to buy a licence. We don’t
think that this is right and we’re trying to
fix it. We think that it should be a true
‘user pays’ and if we can reduce the
number of exemptions and move instead
to a concession, or a lower fee for some,
we could raise that $6 million to about $10
or $12 million each year. And all of that
money goes into a trust account and is
spent on recreational fishing. There’s also
an initiative fund of $4 million each year
on top of the licence money, and there is
also another $3 million for boating, so
recreational fishing annually gets about
$13 million all up.

We did some work recently with
Melbourne Zoo. We were worried that
they were putting out some anti-fishing

messages. Now they are a very powerful
education tool in the community so we sat
with them and explained that licence fees
were being used to pay for fisheries
officers to protect the fisheries, and for
research to restore fishing populations in
some areas, and to pay for monitoring
activities. So recreational fishers were
actually putting back into the resource.

Has anyone fished Lake Toolondo? It’s
one of our premier trout fisheries and we
put a lot of money and investment into
stocking it, but there have been some
concerns about water levels in the last few
months. We were trying to arrange a deal
with one of the nearby mining companies
that has an allocation of water to see if we
can have this water put into the lake to
summer-proof it. Unfortunately this
didn’t happen so we now have a
watching brief as we are concerned about
this fishery come summer. We also have
an issue with access at Lake Dartmouth
where the water authority and the
electricity company are both concerned
about OH&S issues with people fishing
from the bank. If they release a flow of
water there is potential for fishermen to
be drowned. However this hasn’t
happened in 40 or 50 years of fishing, so
access remains a big issue for local anglers
as Dartmouth is one of their best local
fisheries.

VRFish'’s trout policy is coming up again
for review this year and we would
appreciate your input and your feedback.
You would be aware that there has been a
noticeable decline in our trout fishing in
the north-east in the past 12 months, so
we have put a lot of pressure on the
Department and the state government to
ensure that they understand that anglers
are not happy and things are not as good
as they should be. And I'm pleased to say
that there has been a lot of effort going in
to address this issue. After a number of
meetings and public hearings we have got
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to the point where a trout response plan is
being developed that is costing about
$500,000 to fund.

This Trout Response Plan will address the
following issues, suggested by a number
of experienced and highly skilled trout
fishers.

* Are summer water temperatures
adversely impacting river trout
fisheries?

e s there a decline in wild trout
breeding?

e Is fishing pressure adversely impacting
trout populations?

* Has a reduction in Lake Eildon trout
stocking impacted adjacent river trout
fisheries?

o Will trout stocking help the wild brown
trout river fisheries recover?

® Are current Fisheries regulations
adequate to protect or sustain river
trout fisheries?

e Is carp or cormorant competition /
predator pressure impacting trout
fishery?

¢ Have changes in riparian habitat
affected water temperature or the trout
fishery?

¢ How can we reliably measure changes
in the performance of the recreational
fishery?

e How do we ensure research results are
well understood by fishers?

One of the difficulties here is that we all
have opinions about what’s going wrong,
but the challenge is in getting hard
scientific evidence and then selling it to
the government. My view is that rather
than just going to them with the problem
it is much better to present them with a set
of solutions and appropriate actions. We

are very fortunate in that the local
member up that way, Dr Bill Sykes, is very
passionate about the trout fishery, and he
is watching the situation very carefully. It
is certainly the case that the government
sees the value of the trout fishery.

A final issue here is how do we ensure
that the research results are well
understood and communicated to all the
fishers. There are now growing numbers
of Facebook Pages being set up and I was
showing some members earlier one which
is called Trout Redfin Fishing Victoria. It's
probably less than 12 months old and it
already has 7,000 members. So there is a
whole other audience out there that we
need to engage with, and use different
tools to do it.

At VRFish we are investing a lot in
growing our young future leaders. A
young chap called Anthony McGrath from
the Ballarat District Angling Association is
the youngest VRFish State Council
member to join us. He’s a mad keen
fisherman and is a very powerful and
strong advocate to ensure that the fishery
remains relevant to the next generation
coming through. There are many other
young people out there like him, so we
have to put in the effort to find them and
mentor them. I am taking Anthony and a
handful of others to the World
Recreational Fisheries Congress in Brazil
next month, which is part of a Study Tour
looking at recreational fisheries and how
they are managed around the world.

Obviously VRFish has a difficult job
trying to connect and communicate with
700,000 licensed fishers throughout the
state. Through the various angling clubs
and associations we have about 40,000 to
50,000 represented directly, but then it
falls away. How do we connect with all
those other people? One thing we have
been trying to do is gain access to the
Recreational Fishing Licence email
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VRFish State Council Member Anthony McGrath

database that the Department has from all
the fishing licences purchased online. This
email address list is 100,000 strong. Up
until recently the government has resisted
releasing it to us because of privacy issues,
but we have finally worked out a way
around this with an opt in or opt out type
of function. Anglers purchasing a license
online will be sent an email giving them
the choice of going onto VRFish’s email
distribution list for regular reports.

What about the fishing shows on
Channels 31/44? These represent another
easy way for us to communicate with
fishers, as some 100,000 people watch
these fishing shows in Melbourne and
Geelong every week.

With a state election coming up later this
year we have prepared our ‘wish list’
which was developed over a two-year
period. It recognises the fact that
recreational fishers represent about 1
million voters in the state. We are a very

powerful force and we are reminding the
major parties of this fact. We are asking
them to put their money where their
mouth is. Last election we put up a wish
list of 10 items and we got 9 out of the 10,
so we are hoping to achieve a similar
success rate with this year’s state election.
We are asking for about $70 million for
recreational fishing and boating
infrastructure and improvements, and we
think that this is reasonable in the light of
the $2.3 billion that recreational fishing
generates. And it would be a significant
improvement on what we are currently
getting.

I'have here on the screen a photo of April
Vokey who is a passionate trout fishing
angler from British Columbia. She grew
up fishing in British Columbia with her
father. She is marrying a guy from Sydney
and will then spend six months of the year
here in Australia and the other six months
back in Canada. She has a lot of contacts
in the tackle and clothing industries. She
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April Vokey — prominent Canadian Fishing Guide

heard about us here in Victoria and
visited the Ballarat Angling Club earlier
this year. We suggested to her that we’ve
got an issue with declining participation
here and a simple strategy would be to
try to grow recreational fishing among
women. April put her hand up straight
away and said she would love to be
involved and doesn’t want any money for
her support. She runs fishing clinics for
girls in the United States and in Canada
and she knows her trout fishing. I will
make the offer here tonight - if you’d like
me to invite her to come to a VFFA
meeting I can do that. It will need to be
towards the end of the year but I know
that she would love to come. She made
the time to visit the Ballarat club and they
were absolutely in awe of her knowledge
of fly fishing.

VRFish thinking is that our fishing licence
is too cheap. The Minister was going to
put out a statement earlier this year

proposing an increase in licence fees and
reducing the number of exemptions but
unfortunately it was getting a bit too
close to the election so it was shelved. But
the Minister has made a commitment that
if they are re-elected licence fee increases
will come in by July 1 next year. A letter
from a group such as the VFFA to the
Minister indicating your support for the
idea that anglers are happy to pay more
money for their licence, provided the
money goes back into fishing, would give
strong support.

There are problems with the trout fishery
at present and VRFish doesn’t pretend to
have all the answers. Fisheries hasn’t got
all the answers either, but hopefully the
current government commitment to
research and monitoring will provide
some needed answers and hopefully this
will lead to a better trout fishery.

g
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President’s Miessace

With each day
the hours of
daylight are slowly
increasing, which
hopefully means the
worst of the winter
chills have passed
and a new fly
fishing stream
season is getting
closer. Winter for fly
fishers is a time to clean, repair, reject and
renew our range of gear. It is also a time
to reflect on the highs and lows of the
previous season and to plan for the new
season. I have done my gear cleaning and
a little repair work but no action yet in
the rejecting or renewing category. These
areas will probably be covered over the
next few weeks.

Our guest speaker at the General Meeting
on July 17 was Dallas D’Silva, General
Manager of VRFish. Details of his
presentation are given elsewhere in this
Newsletter. It was an extremely
interesting forum and all who attended
agreed that we definitely should have
Dallas back again to keep us informed of
the important activities being undertaken
by VRFish on behalf of recreational
fishers in general and trout fishers in
particular.

Twelve members of the VFFA took part in
the Tree Planting Program at Thornton on
Sunday, July 13. 400 trees and some 200

grasses were planted. There is a report on

this project in this issue of the Newsletter.

The Annual Dinner will be held on
Friday, August 22, at the Celtic Club. The
invitation to the dinner was enclosed
with the July newsletter, and another is
included with this issue. Please make
every effort to attend this major event on
the VFFA calendar. If you have not
already done so please fill out the reply
immediately and return it to Tony
Mitchem along with your payment. The
Guest Speaker at this year’s dinner is our
own Rex Hunt whose greatest passion, in
a vast range of fishing and media
activities over a very long period, is fly
fishing for trout in small streams. Rex is a
polished performer and his presentation
at this year’s Annual Dinner will be well
worth hearing.

Remember that the day following the
Annual Dinner is the President’s Casting
Day at the Red Tag Casting Pools, and it
will include the Tom and Frank
McDonough Memorial Trophy.

Please also note in your diaries that
Thursday, September 18, is the date of
this year’s Annual General Meeting. I
would ask any member who is interested
in standing for Council to please contact
me immediately in order to complete the
necessary Nomination Form prior to the
AGM.

Best Wishes,

Terry Rogers
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From The

EDITOR’S DESK

“Hatchery fish have the same colours, but
they always seem muted like bad
reproductions of great art.” ... Bill Barich,
This Sporting Life.

Well maybe, but I've caught lots of trout
over the years that came from hatcheries,
and most looked very attractive to me, as
well as giving a pretty vigorous account
of themselves too. But it does raise the
issue of wild trout versus stocked trout.
Here in Victoria lots of our lakes and
reservoirs are stocked because they don’t
have any suitable spawning streams.
Thus without the services of Snobs Creek
Hatchery we wouldn’t have much lake
fishing at all. Our rivers used to be
stocked too, but then some research was
done that lead to the decision that most of
our streams had self-supporting trout
populations and were better left alone, as
by and large the trout were happy to
oblige and do the stocking for us.

The exceptions were the rivers around
Warrnambool. The Merri, Moyne, and
Hopkins rivers and the beaut little Mt
Emu Creek all have heaps of trout tucker
but they also have mud bottoms, and
hence no spawning areas. So these rivers
are stocked each year, and the trout
dropped in grow rapidly, providing some
of the best river fishing in the state if the
size of the fish matters.

But as we all know, the last couple of
years have been tough. The runoff from
bushfires, hot summer temperatures, and
a horrible plague of cormorants have
combined to denude our streams. The
angler response was predictable — if fish
are scarce in our rivers then those who

take our licence money ought to do
something about it — like put some
hatchery fish in.

It’s an obvious solution, but is it the right
one? I confess to being somewhat
confused here. I had a long conversation
recently with John Douglas, the Fisheries
Manager at Snobs Creek Hatchery, who,
by the way, is also a very keen trout
angler. John gave me some insights into
current DEPI policy on stocking and also
directed me to a couple of illuminating
articles. He suggested that back in the
1950s or thereabouts some 20 million
trout were stocked into Victorian streams
over a five year period, yet anglers
complained at the time that the fishing
was bad and getting worse. During this
period the St Pats and North Esk Rivers
in Tasmania were being stocked annually
with tens of thousands of trout, but some
careful research showed that this stocking
made virtually no difference to natural
trout stocks or to the number of fish being
caught by anglers.

A fascinating article that John pointed me
to is headed "'Why Montana Went Wild’,
which Google will quickly find for you.
To quote part of the summary: “In 1974,
Montana did something that stunned
anglers across the state: It stopped
stocking trout in streams and rivers that
had wild trout populations. The move
initially outraged many anglers, and
fishing businesses, ... For decades,
hatcheries had been credited with
producing more and better fishing.
Without stocking, many asked, what
would happen to the state’s famous trout
waters and the businesses that relied on
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legions of anglers arriving each summer?
The answer, now well known, is that the
trout fishing improved dramatically. Once
stocking was discontinued, wild trout
numbers doubled, tripled, and more on
many rivers. Fisheries biologist Dick
Vincent, whose research led to this
decision, showed that wild trout thrived
in river reaches without stocked fish and
suffered in heavily stocked stretches.”
Vincent’s research also showed that within
three months of being stocked 95% of
stocked trout had died, and only 15% of
the stocked fish were ever caught by
anglers.

A very insightful discussion on this issue,
written by Philip Weigall, can be found at
http:/ /flystream.com /2014 /03 /25 /wild-
trout-streams-and-artificial-stocking.

Why is stocking a problem? To quote from
Philip’s article: “Ecologist Dr Robert
Bachman, in 1991, described how hatchery
trout, suddenly thrust into the stable
social order of wild trout, create confusion
and chaos. Bachman found that the result
was ‘fewer fish of either kind.” He
concluded that ‘Other studies have also
found that stocking tends to reduce the
number of wild trout. The hatchery trout
dwindle too, since they are generally more
easily caught and less adept at feeding...
The outcome is often an impoverished
fishery...”

So what ought we do? To quote from
Philip’s article again, “I've been unable to
find a single fisheries scientist anywhere
who supports the stocking of wild, self-
sustaining trout fisheries, ... Wild trout
recovery works like this. Every year, wild
trout lay millions of eggs in the suitable
gravel of their home river systems.
Perhaps ironically, following a ‘good” year
for overall trout survival ... the vast
majority of these eggs and their
subsequent hatchlings perish; there is too
much competition and predation from

older trout. For example, in many rivers
the prime spawning beds are repeatedly
dug up by successive breeding pairs and
the eggs of earlier spawners are swept
downstream and lost. Only the later
spawners actually succeed in having their
eggs survive until hatching.

But the reverse is true following a ‘bad’
trout year. Although the total production
of eggs is much lower, the proportional
survival rate of eggs and fry is much
higher. These young trout then have the
run of the river, with limited harassment
and predation from older fish. They grow
incredibly quickly too with all the food to
themselves, and in another endearing
trout trait, many of the young fish are
programmed to wander and soon
recolonise any suitable stretches or
tributaries that are vacant. I know of
several small streams in north-east
Victoria that were bone dry for months
almost every year during the 2000s, but
which subsequently held three pounders
after only a couple of seasons of good
rain. There was no help from stocking —
the trout found their way all on their own
once conditions were suitable.”

Philip quotes the interesting case of the
King River below Lake William Hovell.
This artificially-regulated river often
experiences a dramatic post-irrigation
season drop in level just as the browns are
beginning to spawn, and the dam itself
blocks access to the spawning creeks
above it. So to boost the fishery the river
was stocked for two years with 5,000 fin-
clipped trout. Subsequently scores of King
River browns were caught by Philip and
his friends through 2010, 2011 and 2012,
including some big fish, yet not even one
was a fin-clipped stocked fish. And VFFA
member Andrew Mossman recalls how
during drought years the famous NSW
Maclaughlin River often dried up to a
series of miserable waterholes, yet a
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couple of years after decent rains fish of 2
-3 Ib were found everywhere.

What's happening now in Victoria?
Members will recall reading about the
public meeting at Mansfield organised
earlier this year by Dr Bill Sykes, the
Member for Benalla, following concerns
expressed about the poor fishing in local
rivers. Following this meeting a Trout
Response Action Plan was drawn up, a
Trout Reference Group was established,
and plans were put in place for annual
monitoring of eleven wild trout fisheries
in popular trout streams across the state.
Dr Sykes assures us in a Media Release
that: “The key focus of the response plan
is to understand, preserve and invest in
measures to recover wild brown trout
fisheries.” So, lots of meetings, lots of
talk, lots of monitoring, and something
like $500,000 being spent. We can only
hope that it all leads to some better
fishing. Will DEPI do some recovery or
supplementary stocking in areas that now
seem bereft of trout? Should they?
Stocking trout into rivers that are
suffering from heavily depleted trout
numbers is a quick fix, but is it the best
fix? As I said, I'm confused about this.
Terry George from the Australian Trout
Foundations has gone to great lengths in
preparing a very detailed submission
requesting some recovery stocking of the
Ovens River. I love the Ovens, and
perhaps in this instance a strategic
infusion of some trout to hurry the

recovery process might work. Then again,
maybe the fish will do it for us. John
Douglas tells us that there is plenty of
snow in the highlands and lots of rain,
and the rivers are running well and the
signs are all there for a trout-led recovery.
Wouldn't that be great.

One final story. At the Warrnambool Fly
Fishers” Annual Dinner a few weeks ago
Jim Blakeslee was telling me how local
club members had arranged for a load of
gravel to be dropped on the banks of the
upper Merri. Club members then used
wheelbarrows and shovels to distribute
the gravel along the river and thus create
some artificial spawning areas. And it
seemed to work — trout were seen in good
numbers pairing up in the gravel to
spawn. And what was the result? Despite
it being closed season the local hoods
turned up with their tins of worms and
snapper rods and did their best to remove
the spawning trout. Well, I guess the
history books tells us our forbears were
convicts; sadly the convict gene still
seems dominant among some in our
community. Just another cross for us
long-suffering fly fishers to bear.

Tight lines, Lyndon Webb

Tony Brothers and
Mick Martin at an
Annual Dinner
many years ago.
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Philip Weigall - Tips And Tactics To Catch More Trout (Part 2)

FlyStream editor Philip Weigall recently gave a talk at the Flyfisher Store in Melbourne.
Here is the text of the second part of his presentation. It is copyrighted and reproduced
here with his permission. Philip needs no introduction — he is a prominent fishing guide
and a well-known and highly respected writer on Australian trout fishing.

Iguess most of the time I would avoid a
topic as broad and as glib as the
heading above. But I am inspired to make
an exception tonight because of the
events of the past 12 months or so.
Generally across south-eastern Australia
and Tasmania I would describe the last 12
or 18 months as tougher than normal, and
for me and most of my friends that’s all it
was. Still great fun, still plenty of trout
caught, and still some magic days, but
just not as prolific and easy as say 2010 to
2012. For most waters, even stocked
waters, the quality of the fishing is
influenced by natural events over which
we have no control. Rainfall, winters that
end three months late, super hot
summers, cormorant plagues — these are
the things that we deal with as fly fishers.
So in a slightly tougher year we just roll
with it; it’s just one of those things that
comes along.

I think there is a problem with good
fishing. The years 2010 to 2012 provided
probably as good a fishing as I have seen
in my lifetime on a lot of rivers and
certainly on some lakes. It was also good
in the sense that it was forgiving: lots of
small competitive fish, fantastic
spawning seasons, and huge numbers of
fish in the rivers. So often all you had to
do to catch some fish was throw a Royal
Waulff or a Stimulator up into a fast run
and let it bob down, and slash —
something would come out and whack it.
Great fun. But that’s not the norm. It’s
wrong to see that as some sort of
benchmark of good fishing. It’s really a
benchmark of easy fishing, and you need
to do other stuff most of the time to catch
fish.

One of my good friends is Rob Meade,
and he has this wonderful analogy that
I've shamelessly stolen - that we fly
fishers are puppeteers. A good puppeteer,
by staying out of sight and by keeping
the strings in the dark, can fool us into
thinking that the puppet is alive. Now if a
puppeteer can do that to us humans,
imagine what we, as fly fishers, can do
with a trout that has a brain the size of a
pea. We've got this useless bit of fur
wrapped around a hook that looks like
nothing, but if we are clever enough we
can fool a fish.

So let’s think about presentation. Us
fishing writers constantly bang on about
this, but that’s because presentation is
such an important thing. I have here a
photo of a lake trout approaching a fly
where the leader and tippet can be clearly
seen on the other side of the fly. In flat
water on a lake I will guarantee that this
fish would not have eaten that fly if it had
swum down the line to it. But because the
first thing it saw was the fly it took the
fly. This wasn’t a fluke, because great
effort had been made to get ahead of that
fish and put the puppet there so that the
first thing the fish saw was the puppet
and not the fly line and the waving rod.
The puppet show is not so convincing
when you come from behind the stage
and see the puppeteer and his sticks and
strings before you see the puppet. So
something as simple as putting the fly
there first is fundamental. We could talk
about presentation forever, but if you
hold the concept that you are a puppeteer
trying to convince a fish that what you
have on the end of your line is real, you'll
go a long way.
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Presentation is important, but there were
some other fundamentals that I think
have been lacking in this last 12 or 18
months. I'll tell a story that illustrates the
point really well. I fished the Snowy
Creek last March with my good mate
Max. Max had dropped me off and I
walked and down to the creek. There are
tens of kilometres of the Snowy Creek
that follow the road, so Max headed off to
fish his stretch and said he would fish

back toward me then drive along the road
until he found me. It sounded good to
me. Now before we had left home people
had told me that the Snowy Creek was
hopeless because cormorants had eaten
all the fish, but I had looked at the
fundamentals and thought that this
couldn’t be right. So I wasn’t lacking in
confidence and when I reached the river I
was lucky.

Snowy Creek — Phlllp Welgall photo
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I came up behind a tree and could stand
behind it looking down into a deep rocky
slot with the sun behind, so I had a great
view. I had tied on a Stimulator with a
nymph attached (a good default starting
point) and when I threw it up into the run
I saw this beautiful fish of about a pound
come right up under the Stimulator. He
came very close so was clearly interested
but by no means convinced, then
disappeared back into the depths. There
was something wrong with the puppet.
I'm thinking, “That was a good fish; how
can I catch it?” T hadn’t spooked him, but
he had swum straight past the nymph. So
the nymph came off because he hadn’t
acknowledged it; he was only interested
in the dry fly. This was surprising
because I had been doing really well on
the nymph for most of this season on the
north-east rivers.

When I get a fish that gives the fly a good
look but doesn’t take it I often go down a
size. And that’s what I did, but it took
two or three more casts because it was a
tricky drift with messy current and little
whirlpools and swirls and so forth.
Anyway it was probably three casts
before the drift was good and he came up
and took the little Stimulator. As you
would imagine I was quite delighted: I'd
seen the fish, I'd being careful, I had
persisted, and I'd caught the fish. This
was going to be a good session. My
confidence was right up, my persistence
was right up, and I fished the next two
hundred metres so carefully that by the
time Max came to get me he drove right
past.

When he finally found me he asked why I
was still there. “Have you broken
something or did you fall in the water
and have to dry out?” “No”, I replied, “I
caught five fish.” “What!” So I said,
“Come down and have a go.” So Max
parked the car and came down the bank

and I told him to fish on from where I
was as I'd had some success and he
hadn’t even seen a fish. As far as he was
concerned the reports were true — there
were no fish in the Snowy Creek.

Now Max is a really good angler. He is
very competent and has beaten me often
enough, but when he came down and
started fishing his body language was all
wrong. He was walking as he was
casting, barging along the bank throwing
his fly into the middle of the river. I said:
“Max! Max! Stop! Slow down. What
about that edge over there, and that
undercut?” So he stopped and said,
“You're right. I'm being careless.” I
suggested, “I've been catching them by
being slow and careful, and really
working all those little spots. These fish
had been cormoranted for the last several
months, so they're in places where the
birds can’t get to them.” This was just
supposition on my part but it seemed to
have worked pretty well for me this
season. So Max slowed down, and caught
three fish from the next run. His body
language was now totally different — he
was a heron.

On the screen is a photo of a memorable
fish taken from Lake Fyans last October.
There had been a very sparse dun hatch
and we could see these fish and they
were really edgy. It was a bright sunny
day and the water was very clear. The
trout were in that situation where they
had an angel sitting on one shoulder and
the devil on the other shoulder. The devil
was saying, “Come on, eat more of those
duns,” and the angel was saying, “Don’t
do that - you'll get eaten by something.”
So these fish were cruising around in
there fighting with themselves. They
wanted to eat more duns but didn’t want
to be too exposed on a day like this, so
they were nervously darting around in
the shallow water. So not only did we
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have to watch the fish from a long way
back, but we could only make one cast to
put the fly out or they motored away. If
we waited until they got closer they
spooked as soon as we lifted our rods. So
the trout in the picture was a memorable
fish because I saw him in time and I got
the fly out to him in time, then ducked
down. He ate the fly and I got him. We
got a couple like that.

But the thing there was speed. On a river
you have all the time, and speed is bad.
Speed was bad when I had fished with
Max. He needed to be slow and careful.
On Lake Fyans, however, we needed to
be careful but we also needed to be quick.
When you are fishing a lake it’s really
important to recognise that you are
always fishing to a moving target because
in lakes feeding trout hardly ever stop.
Most of the time you only get a fleeting
glimpse, and you have this tiny window
of opportunity in which to put your fly in
front of the fish while you know where it
is and the direction it is heading.

So the audience for your puppet show is
walking past in the street and you're
calling out: “Hey, come and have a look
at my puppet.” It’s a fleeting opportunity
and you have to grab it really quickly.
This is probably the shortcoming I most
often see with really good stream fishers -
they are too slow on lakes. By the time
they get their fly out the opportunity has
passed, the fish has moved on, and they
don’t know where it is any more. And
how many opportunities like that do we
getin a day? Not that many on a typical
day, but great when it all comes together.

So think about your speed. Run if you
have to to get into position, and don’t
false cast forever. And certainly don’t reel
in to walk down the shore to that fish that
just rose, because it will be all over. That
single cast is critical. My brother Mark is
like a maniac during a dun hatch,

running backwards and forwards as if
someone is prodding him with a poker.
Time and again I have seen him when the
fishing is supposedly tough - he’ll spot a
fish and race after it. He’s got that little
window where he knows just for a
moment the direction the fish is moving,
so he gets his fly in front of it because he’s
quick and accurate. Then bang - he’s got
it! And anyone can do that. As I said
earlier these are skills that anyone in this
room can develop, but it does require
some work and practice.

On the screen here is a picture of a fish
taken from the Buffalo River last
December. The river is looking a million
dollars, it’s a beautiful December day, and
the height is perfect, so Andrew said he
was going to fish a dry fly. And who
wouldn’t fish a dry if they could?  was a
little more conservative because my
experience so far that season was that the
fish were a little unwilling to come to the
surface. So I started with a nymph under
a dry. We split up and fished separately
for a couple of hours; he went upstream
and I went down. I caught four or five,
and I think I'd even taken the dry off
because nothing showed any interest in it.
Even fish in shallow water were only
taking the nymph.

On the other hand Andrew had found
that nothing came to his dry fly, so after
two hours he said, “You've got them on
the nymph and I haven’t got anything on
the dry, so I'm going nymphing.” We got
in the car and drove to another stretch
and I put him on a beautiful piece of
water. So Andrew rigged up with an
indicator and a nymph and off he went. I
went upstream and caught a few more,
though nothing special, so I came back
down and was pleased to note that he
hadn’t moved far. When someone is
taking a long time to fish the water the
chances are it’s happening. Anyway I
came around a corner and there he was,
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Tantangara — Philip Weigall photo

into the best fish of the trip. He told me
that he had fished the nymph about a
metre under the indicator and had a
caught a couple of fish, including a nice
little rainbow from this particular deep
run. But this run looked so good he felt
certain there was a better fish in there, so
he went back to the start, increased the
line under the indicator from 1 to 2
metres, then fished back up the run again
and picked up a superb brown.

And this encapsulates just about
everything I've talked about tonight. One
of the impressive things about this
incident, and there are many, is that it
was an effort for Andrew to do this and it
is a confidence thing too - to go back and
re-fish a piece of water that you have just
fished. To say to yourself, “I reckon this
bit of water has got a better fish in it and
I'm going to try to catch it,” and to then
catch that fish was just fantastic.

It also said to me that Andrew was
accepting that the fish will do what they

want to do. If the fish want to feed on
stick caddis in a 40 knot headwind on the
Great Lake then that’s what they want to
do, and it’s no good wishing they were
over on that nice comfortable shore on
the other side if that’s not where they are.
And there’s no point in saying, “I wish
they were on the dry because it looks so
nice.” If they are not on the dry then they
are not on the dry. I think we are all guilty
of this at times, of wanting the fish to do a
certain thing when they're not. So we
have to go with what the trout want to
do.

Speaking of doing what the fish want to
do, all those open water goldfish-
coloured trout became extinct millions of
years ago, and the world was left with the
ones that like cover. And there’s no good
reason why a trout wouldn't like cover -
most of their food lives near cover, it
gives them protection from predators,
and if you ever doubt a trout’s attitude to
cover you just have to watch how they
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From a fast cast — Philip Weigall photo

behave. I have been on Lake Purrumbete
in a boat polaroiding back towards the
shore, and up against the cliffs in
springtime on a half decent day you get
this fantastic window because the cliffs
take all the glare off the water and there is
this lovely green bottom. I have counted
up to a dozen 3 -5 pound trout cruising
over that short green weed. There must
be plenty of food in there but they are
really nervous and it’s impossible to catch
them. You put a size 16 midge over them
and they come up and peer at it as if it’s
about to explode. These are really edgy
and hard fish. But then just a little bit
further out there are these weed
structures like trees that have a stalk and
a canopy, and the fish there will just
about crash into the boat before they
spook. If you see one you'll catch it
because that bit of their brain that is
preoccupied with not being eaten is just
turned off. All they’re interested in is the
next bit of food.

Now these fish are just 30 metres from the
Nervous Nellies, and you see this sort of
thing time and time again. You'll see
them among the logs on Arthurs Lake,
you’ll see them in under the trees along
the Catherine River and you'll see them
along the edges of the Macquarie. While

fish love cover we don'’t, because it’s a
pain for us. It means effort. There is
nothing better than standing on a great
big sweeping gravel bar on the Murray
River and doing those lovely long casts
without a care in the world about getting
caught up behind. But where you ought
to be is in among those willows on the far
bank doing little bow and arrow casts
and side casts and flip casts, and getting
scratched and getting your legs caught in
among the roots, because that’s where the
fish generally want to be.

And we are all guilty of it and I'm right
there with you. In this last year especially
I think that this love of cover has been
fundamental, because if trout ever liked
cover they are going to like it even more
when they are under constant attack from
big black B-52s. I discussed these issues
with Peter Hayes in Tasmania recently in
a conversation about our respective
seasons. Peter makes me look a little bit
complacent about my trout fishing; he is
constantly trying to think of the best
possible ways of catching a fish.

It was fascinating because during our
conversation he said, “I reckon the
cormorants have done us a favour, and
I'll tell you why. In a normal year we are
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able to fish those comfortable runs and
catch fish. This year however we haven’t
been able to catch fish in the easy runs, so
we’ve had to start fishing in among the
awkward stuff - the logjams and under
the willows and under the banks.” He
then described how during this past
season he’d caught more big fish than
ever before, and this wasn’t because the
absence of little fish made the other fish
grow big more quickly, because this had
happened right from the word go. He
said those big fish were always there, but
in an easy year we don’t fish in a way
that will catch them because we didn’t
need to. We could catch our dozen half-
pound rainbows from the easy fast open
runs, so we didn’t need to scratch
ourselves getting across the river and
through the blackberries to fish the hard
stuff on the far side. Peter and his team
were catching 50 to 60 cm browns, which
are really big stream fish, New Zealand-
size fish, because they were fishing to the
cover, and really carefully. Peter said that
it was like a campaign. They got to a pool
and plotted how much back cast they had
because they figured they would only get
one shot, as these fish were too clever to
put up with two. So they had to plan it in
their head before you even make the first
cast. Peter went on to write a fantastic
column about all this in the latest issue of
FlyStream magazine.

These are the sorts of levels that they are
now going to in Tassie. Can you be
bothered doing that? It can be done, but
are you prepared to go to that effort and
develop that sort of skill level and give it
that amount of thought and be that
patient? It’s up to you, but it can be done.

Those of you who have read my books
will know that I have this compulsive
obsessive thing with tippets. We all know
that lots of great fly fishing ideas have
come out of America, but we’ve also
caught from them this disease that the

secret to fly fishing success is to fish with
cobweb. And you know what — they’ve
still got it! I was in Montana last year and
it was hilarious because we had this
beaut guide, and he kept asking us if we
were using 6X tippet material. We
nodded of course and assured him we
were, whilst secretly tying on lengths of
3X. And sure enough, it didn’t make any
difference because we still caught plenty
of fish.

Now I catch lots of big fish, and I reckon
a major reason why I do is because I land
them, and the major reason I land them is
because I use heavy tippets. I could ask
just about anyone in this room and would
be told stories of being broken off by big
fish, and I reckon that for a lot of you,
that break off could have been avoided by
using heavier tippet. You mistakenly
believed that to hook that fish in the first
place you needed to use light tippet. Now
the stock standard tippet in my vest is 3X,
or 8% 1b. That’s both my Howqua River
tippet and my Lake Fyans tippet. People
say to me, “Why are you using that on
the Howqua?” and I respond with, “Why
not?” Then they say, “Well ... the fish are
smaller.” “So?” “Isn’t that too heavy for
those little fish?” “In what sense?” Then
I'll tell them that once or twice in my
lifetime I've caught a four pounder on the
Howqua, and when that happened I was
in with a chance. If you're using a 3 1b
tippet then you haven’t got a chance.
You're ok when you're catching the
standard small fish, but a lot of the big
fish that occur in our lives are the outsize
ones that were totally unexpected. So
here’s a thought — when you go out next
don’t ask, “How light can I get away
with?” but rather, “How heavy can I get
away with?”

And it goes without saying of course -
please use fresh tippet. I'll say to someone
striding out of the cabin at Millbrook,
“What tippet have you got on?” “Oh, I
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don’t know? Is it important? It’s the least
of my worries — I'm going out to find
myself some big fish.” Then you find that
their tippet is the 4 Ib rotten bit of Maxima
from their trip to the Steavenson six
months ago that snaps like a piece of
cotton. And this is something you don’t
need skill to overcome. Sometimes you
may need fine tippet when you are using
very tiny flies, but I can assure you that in
any given season 80% of the time I am
using 3X tippet, sometimes even 2X, 15%
of the times I use 4X, and on a handful of
occasions I get down to some 5X. And
that’s everywhere, regardless of what
they're taking. So do me a favour and see
how heavy a tippet you can get away
with.

Just a closing thought. A couple of weeks
ago I was up at Tantangara, and let me tell
you that Tantangara is very exciting at the
moment. A new deal has been done with
Canberra to have it as a reserve water
supply. I don’t know the details, but I do
know that it is at 41% and rising. Those of
you who know Tantangara will know that
in a typical year at about this time, or
even in a good year, it would be down to
about 8%. So it is being treated differently
this year and it’s paradise. It is clear water
rising up over grass, and it looks a million
dollars and all the fundamentals are there.
It has a lot of fish in it, and when I was
there a week or so ago the fish just had to
be in the shallows. However I fished it for
two or three hours and didn’t see a fish,
and I was getting angry because this was
all wrong. It wasn’t natural. You can’t
have such beautiful looking water with all
the fundamentals lining up and have no
fish. So by way of wanting something to
do I changed to a Green Machine wet fly
that Craig Coltman wrote up in FlyStream
#3, and I don’t know whether it was the
change of fly or just that little bit of extra
effort and confidence, but whatever it
was, on my second cast a large fish

grabbed it — right when I was in the
process of complaining vociferously to my
mate Steve just how bad the fishing was
when everything looked so good. I was in
mid-sentence and you couldn’t have
scripted it better. Then of course from that
point on the fishing got a whole lot better.

So in spite of, or perhaps in line with
everything that I have said tonight,
recognise that there are things that are
outside of our control. Trout are little
bastards sometimes - they just decide that
they don’t want to feed. And I don’t know
why. I've given up on Solunar Tables and
phases of the moon, and barometers
especially. There is stuff that we just don’t
understand about them. They live in a
world that has so many different inputs
and we can’t possibly work out how the
falling barometer is offset by rising water
which is offset by lots of food which is
offset by the water being a bit too warm.
So forget it and just go fishing, but
recognise that these factors that are
beyond our control mean that on any
given day there is likely to be some tough
periods, and those tough periods are no
harbinger of a tough day.

When I'm guiding my clients often ask
how many fish I think they’ll catch, and I
say we'll know when you're putting your
rod away at the end of the day. Some days
it’s a close run-thing - it was tough for a
long time and then right at the very last
moment we caught a few fish. Sometimes
you catch a few early, then nothing, and
then a few more around the middle of the
day. And the point is, it’s not a sign. Those
first couple of hours catching nothing at
Tantangara was just tough then. So don’t
give up too soon because you just don’t
know what might happen on the next
cast.

And that’s it for tonight. Thank you.

o
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The Eucumbene River in Autumn

Last Autumn Rex Hunt and David (Choco) Grisold fished the Eucumbene River. How

did they go? Here are their perspectives.

Rex’s Account:

I first fished the Eucumbene River
spawning run on my honeymoon some
43 years ago. Last year, 2013, I decided
that it was time to do it again, so I joined
forces with Choco and Hugh Maltby, and
while we didn’t rewrite any record books
we saw enough big brown trout to whet
our appetites for this year. If only it
would rain.

I'm a big fan of obtaining the best local
knowledge available, and in this case it
came from guide Colin Sinclair at
Adaminaby. There was the smallest of
windows of opportunity in late May
when Col suggested that it was ‘now or
never’.

I am aware that some people believe that
fishing for spawning run trout is
unethical. Now I don’t judge others so I
don’t want them standing in judgement
of me. It rests ok with me, and that’s what
matters. I'm comfortable with what I do,
and I choose to fish for spawning run
brown trout.

Choco and I made the long trip to
Adaminaby on a cold night and settled
in, waking the next morning to a
beautiful day. We were picked up by Col
who provided a piping hot cup of coffee
and heaps of enthusiasm for the day
ahead. However when we arrived the
river looked like Bourke Street, with 25
cars and over 40 anglers - mostly fly
flickers, but a few flicking lures as well.
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A fine Eucumbene River brown

Col gave us our instructions and told us
that the rippling on the surface of the
water in front of us was moving trout.
Gentlemen, I have never seen anything
like it in my life - literally hundreds of
brown trout packed together and
swimming up the river. Choco was
fishing with Globugs and I was trying a
bead and dropper rig from the States.
Both proved lethal. We agreed that it was
the best big trout session we had ever
experienced. Both of our first casts were
inhaled by trophy fish.

No need to go into numbers; let’s just say
‘plenty’. And up to 7 pounds. Yet not one
fish in our two days there perished. We
released all of our fish so they could do
their thing. And I might add that the
brown trout of Eucumbene are far more
likely to die of old age than to fall to an
angler.

Two questions: Would I do it again? I
most certainly would. But would I swap

some of our beautiful little Victorian
streams for this fishing? To that I'd say,
“No way!” But irrespective of your
thoughts on targeting spawning run fish,
I think it is worth going just to see this
massive movement of such magnificent
fish. And if you do it with friends you
love it is indeed the best.

Rex

Choco’s Account:

I recently fished the spawning run of
brown trout in the Eucumbene River with
Rex and tackle shop proprietor and trout
guide Colin Sinclair of the Adaminaby
Angler. Colin is a great guide. He is easy
to get along with, keen as mustard, and
loves his trout fishing. His local
knowledge is incredible and Rex and I
hope to get back in the early summer to
chase some smaller fish in the local
creeks. But I'm digressing.

We woke early on our first morning there,
ate a hearty breakfast, then met Col at his
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tackle shop. He was armed with all we
needed for the day, so with a coffee in
hand we headed to the river. The water
was low and clear when compared to our
trip the previous year, and as we stood
there Col pointed out the fish coming up
the runs. Rex and I were amazed - we
saw this incredible mass of trout entering
the river.

After catching several large fish we
waded out into the water above a run
where masses of fish were constantly
swimming up. As we stood in the
freezing shin-deep water watching fish
swim past our rod tips I noticed several
large fish finning behind my waders and
taking a breather before journeying
further upstream in search of eager and
equally excited hen fish.

I stood there for ten minutes in the one
spot and could hardly believe that I was

surrounded by such huge numbers of
very large brown trout. Catching trout
became secondary; observing these fish
was my primary interest. It was a day I
will never forget.

As we were enjoying a beverage before
dinner that evening Colin told us that he
had never seen the river so full of fish in
his 30 years as a guide. For me to see that
river, any river in fact, so alive with fish,
and to experience it with one of my
dearest mates, is something that I will
cherish for many years to come.

So in May next year pack a good supply
of warm clothes, give Colin Sinclair a call,
and go and see for yourself a fishery at its
very best. (Colin Sinclair can be contacted
on 02 6454 2260 or Mobile 0427 541 180 or
at adaminaby.angler@bigpond.com.)

Choco s
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Tree Planting ...

Report by Terry Rogers, photos by Richard Kos.

unday, July 13, was a very crisp

morning when twelve members of the
VFFA met at a café in Thornton at 9:30am
to receive our instructions on where and
how the tree planting operation should
proceed. Our host for the day was Sue
Kosch, River Health Officer with GBCMA
(Goulburn Broken Catchment
Management Authority). Sue advised us
that GBCMA had prepared the site, so all
we needed to do was to insert the
trees/shrubs into the pre-drilled holes, fill
in and pack with soil, then lay a weed
guard around the base and surround the
plant with a protective cardboard sleeve
held in place with two wooden stakes.

Having absorbed our instructions and a
couple of hot coffees, we proceeded to the
planting location on the Goulburn, some
500 metres above the Thornton Beach

area. Over the next couple of hours the
team successfully planted some 400 small
trees and shrubs in what could only be
described as a very picturesque sweeping
bend on the river.

Following the planting we drove into
Eildon for a light lunch kindly provided
by Sue and GBCMA. All who attended
agreed that the planting was a very
worthwhile and enjoyable outing, and it
and similar projects should be
undertaken more often by the VFFA.

Last week Sue Kosch sent me the
following email in recognition of our
efforts and I quote: “I would like to thank
you and your members for turning up on
a very cold July day to plant seedlings
along the Goulburn River in Thornton.
All up we got 400 seedlings planted and
guarded (plus 100 grasses planted). A

The VFFA team being welcomed by Sue Kosch
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great effort. I am more than happy to
coordinate future planting days or other
activities that you may wish to be
involved in following on from the success
of last weekend.”

Terry Rogers.

Some of our VFFA team s work

This is how to do it

Warrnambool Fly Fisher’s Annual Dinner

The general consensus was that this
year’s was perhaps the best ever. Some 60
keen diners gathered at the Warrnambool
Racing Club Pavilion for a rather unique
feast. Most angling clubs have an annual
dinner, but the distinguishing feature of
the Warrnambool event is that the meal
consists entirely of wild game that the
local members have gathered in the
week’s leading up to the dinner.
Warrnambool chef Robert King again
prepared the food, as he has for many
years now, so it’s no wonder he’s the
maestro at arranging the culinary
delights.

The Hors D’Ouvres were plates piled
high with deep-fried crumbed abalone,
and it was worth turning up for this dish
alone. We were off to a truly magnificent

start. Club President Adrian Jacobs then
set the tone with his customary rollicking
and hilarious welcome.

Entrées (there were five this year)
included Game Soup (not sure what the
components were here but it was
interesting and tasty), Battered Hopkins
River Bream, Southern Bluefin Tuna
Sashimi, Smoked Trout and Smoked Eel,
and finally Hare and Duck Terrine with
Woodford Crabapple Jelly.

The main course was Grilled Kangaroo
Sirloin, Hare and Duck Sausages, and
Roasted Vegetables. The finale was tea or
coffee with a Cheese Platter and
Woodford Quince Paste and Apples.

During the evening the Geoff O'Brien
Memorial Trophy for the best selection of
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flies tied by a WFFC member was
awarded to Ellen Burrows, and the

Arthur Hogan Memorial Trophy for the ey,
largest trout caught in the district in the R ———y

past 12 months went to Phil Hoey for a g i\ '?.mr;m\,\f"'

fine 5Y2 b brown he extracted from the ;

Moyne River at Port Fairy. e TN TORZIA WG CAME BIRNER
Following the presentation of awards d e

there was a riotous distribution of prizes S B

o s

for those fortunate to have the right
tickets in the evening ‘Swindle’. It was all
great entertainment and the funds raised
are used by the club for improving the
local fishery. The Warrnambool club
members are very active and, among
countless other measures and projects,
have placed stiles at a number of points
on local rivers to improve angler access.

Congratulations again to Robert King and
his hard-working team, to Adrian Jacobs
(President), Hafey Rock (secretary) and
the other industrious members of the
Warrnambool Fly Fishers for another
wonderful event and superb meal.

. Club President Adrian Jacobs presenting the
Arthur Hogan Trophy to this year s winner
Phil Hoey

A superb meal in great company
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FLY OF THE MONTH

Kossy’s Caddis Pupa

Richard Koss was somewhat reluctant to see his Caddis Pupa listed as our Fly of
the Month, not because he didn’t want to share a good pattern with members, but
rather because he’s quite self-effacing and not at all into self-promotion. He felt that
perhaps too many of his flies had already been featured. But this pattern is a good
choice because it is fairly easy to tie (a feature your editor is very keen on) and it
works. At this year’s Enoch’s Point weekend Kossy fished other nymphs with not
much success, but then tied on his new experimental Caddis Pupa and starting
pulling them out one after another.

He wouldn’t claim any great originality with this fly —it’s a simple variation of a
number of published caddis pupa patterns. But our trout like it, and it’s well worth
a try.

Materials for Kossy’s Caddis Pupa

Hook: Caddis or Grub hook, in sizes 12, 14, or 16. Richard uses Hanak H300BL
hooks, and with these there is no need to squash the barbs.

Bead: Tungsten in a Caddis Green colour, and size to suit the hook size, e.g.
2.8mm for size 12 hooks.
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Thread: UTC 140 Denier Fluorescent Chartreuse.

Body: Ablend of dyed possum fur and synthetics in a chartreuse colour. For a

heavier fly wrap flat stickyback lead sheet cut into 1-2 mm wide strips
around the hook shank. Check out “Tying the McPhail Caddis Pupa’ by Davie
McPhail (HD) on YouTube to see the lead application.

Wing: Olive goose biots for the pupa version. For a larva version delete the wings

Rib:

and substitute a prominent dark wingcase.

Gold wire - small diameter.

Thorax: Peacock herl.

Tying the Caddis Pupa

1.

Crimp the barb on the hook (if using a barbed hook), then slide the green bead up
to the eye. After winding on some thread, apply a drop of superglue behind the eye
to hold the bead in place.

Run the tying thread back along the shank and around the bend to where the body
dubbing will start. Tie in a short length of gold wire for the rib, then introduce some
dubbing to the thread and start wrapping to build up a body which should taper to
become slightly fatter at the thorax. (Dub evenly for the heavier version as the lead
underbody produces the correct shape for the body.)

Wind on the rib with four or five turns, finishing where the thorax will start.

Take two olive goose biots
and tie them in at the thorax
region, pointing backwards
and spread out on either side
of the body, as shown in the
photo. Add a couple of drops
of superglue or head cement
where the biots are tied in.
When dry, trim the stubs.

Tie in the Peacock Herl then
wind forward with four or
five turns.

Apply some superglue or head cement directly to the thread, then wind on three
turns. Then complete the fly by whip finishing.
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LIBRARY NEWS

1l members should remember that the Mick Martin Memorial Library is one of the most

extensive collections of fly-fishing literature in Australia. It is valuable in its own right
but is a great asset to members wishing to expand their knowledge or who simply enjoy sitting
by the fireside and vicariously enjoying the exploits of others. In addition, the library boasts a
number of videos on trout fishing. Our librarian or one of his assistants will be available prior
to each general meeting to assist members wishing to borrow books or videos.

The library is divided into three parts.

Part 1 Books available for loaning to members.

Part 2 Books available for reference only and not to be taken from the library.
Part 3 Books bequeathed to the Association and not to be taken from the cabinet.

V.E.F.A. ITEMS FOR SALE

The Association has the following quality items for sale:

Book “The Country For An Angler” (the History of the VFFA) ........... $70.00 each
Book “Geehi to Great Lake”..........cccocoivirieueueiiininininieeeeceeeseeeenene $45.00 each
ColuMBIa SHITS. ...ttt $70.00 each
Polarfleece jacket with VFFA logo $40.00 each
Association ties (blue Or Maroon) ...........eceeeereerieeieiieneeieeseeeee e $35.00 each
Wine glasses and whisky glasses inscribed with VFFA logo,

SCE OF 01ttt ettt ettt a et eneenens e $45.00 per set
CLOth DAAZES....c.evevitieeeiiett ettt ettt te s ene e $7.00 each
The Australian Trout by Jack Ritchie $20.00
V.EF.A. Car SHCKETS .....cueiiiiiiiiiieiciirireccteeeeee e $2.00 each

Members wishing to purchase any of these items should contact
Hugh Maltby prior to the monthly General Meeting on telephone 0423 283 079.

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2013 Annual Dinner:
Aussie Angler Pty Ltd * Armadale Angling * Australian Fishing Network
* Bernard Holbery  FlyLife Magazine * Hayes on Brumbys * Hookup Bait and Tackle
* J. M. Gillies Pty Ltd * Mayfly Tackle ¢ Millbrook Lakes Lodge * Mountain Stream
Company * Nick Taransky Bamboo Rod Maker ® Pro-Angler Tackle « Ray Brown
Onkaparinga Flies * Stevens Publishing Pty Ltd * The Compleat Angler Box Hill
* The Flyfisher Tackle Store * Vision and Pisces Fly-Fishing Tackle

VALUED DONORS
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VFFA Meetings & Activities

August 2014

B Sunday Casting - at the Red Tag Casting Pools (9:00 am — 1:00pm)
10 Sunday Casting - at the Red Tag Casting Pools (9:00 am — 1:00pm)
13 Council Meeting — 7:30 pm at the Celtic Club

17 Sunday Casting - at the Red Tag Casting Pools (9:00 am — 1:00pm)
22 Annual Dinner — Guest Speaker: Rex Hunt

23 President’s Casting Day - 10am to 3pm at the Red Tag Casting Pools
September 2014

18 Annual General Meeting - 8:00 pm at the Celtic Club.

October 2014

3=5 Annual Bullen Merri trip (Camperdown) — convenor: Hugh Maltby
16 General Meeting - 8:00 pm at the Celtic Club: Speaker - TBC

22 Council Meeting — 7:30 pm at the Celtic Club

November 2014

14-16  Annual Warrnambool Trip — Convenor Hugh Maltby

21 General Meeting - 8:00 pm at the Celtic Club: Auction of books and equipment
December 2014

12 Christmas Dinner at the Celtic Club - Guest Speaker (TBC)
February 2014

14-20 Annual Trip to Tasmania, staying at Hayes on Brumby’s

Advance notice — upcoming trips:

Bullen Merri-  October 3 -5

Warrnambool -  November 14 - 16

Tasmania 2015 - February 14 - 20

Bairnsdale Donger — Still being negotiated, but possibly in February or March in 2015
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