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THE JULY MEETING – Fly Tying

The July meeting was the traditional Fly Tying meeting, with the “Three Amigos” again
demonstrating their well-honed skills to 25 attentive members. Peter Campbell, Hubert

Reichelt and Andrew Mossman brought along their furs and feathers, toolkits, hackles and
light stands, and set about tying some of their special flies.

Peter Campbell tied his Tailrace Dun – an attractive fly, tied with a parachute hackle, and
having the advantage of being relatively straightforward to tie. It looks buggy and edible, and
would be an excellent evening fly a well as being useful to prospect the runs during the day.

The recipe is as follows:
Hook: Dry fly – sizes 12 and 14
Thread: 8/0 light brown
Tail: Fibres from an old hog bristle shaving brush (now there’s a new material for

tails you hadn’t thought of before!)
Body: Antron sparkle cream dubbing (Peter was extracting this from one of those

Spirit River Traveller’s Dispenser Packs filled with Antron dubbing of various
shades – a useful collection)

Wing Post: Two white cock feathers
Hackle: Grizzle hackle (Peter used two hackle feathers to give the fly extra support

when bouncing down the rough water)
Hubert spent the evening industriously assembling samples of his Foam Hopper – a pattern

that looked so realistic we were watching to see whether it could hop. Hubert’s professional
background as a production engineer has spilt over into his fly tying, with every step being
carefully calculated for maximum efficiency and effectiveness. When Hubert ties his usual 5
dozen Royal Wulffs for his annual New Zealand trip, every fly is identical (unlike mine,
which bear only a passing family resemblance).

His Foam Hopper is rather intricate, so will be published as our ‘Fly of the Month’ in next
month’s newsletter with a detailed description of each stage. The materials are as follows:

Hook: Dry fly – size 12
Thread: 6/0 light brown or olive
Abdomen: Yellow foam cylinder – 3mm (1/8 inch) diameter and 12mm long for a size 12

hook. The foam is stretched using a pair of pliers to produce a slightly tapered
shape, and then cut halfway along and halfway through with a razor blade –
creating a notch that the hook shank will fit into.

Legs: Each of the two legs is constructed using the red plastic from an onion bag. A
knot is tied in the plastic to create a ‘knee’ and the top part has some beige
raffia tied around it to increase it thickness.

Wing: Bunch of Golden Pheasant tippets (natural or dyed bright yellow)
Over wing: Small bunch of deer hair dyed yellow or olive.
Head: Spun deer hair (same colour as Over Wing), as per Muddler Minnow style,

and then trimmed to shape.
Hubert made the point that hoppers vary in colour at different times throughout the season,
so anglers should catch a few near their favourite hopper stream and try to match the
colours.

Andrew Mossman kept a number of members engrossed with a series of tiny flies, many of
which are the flies he uses on the New Zealand South Island rivers that he loves. One of



Andrew’s specialties is tying dry flies on sizes 16 and 18 hooks with beautifully matched
quill wings. He is a master of this technique – one that many of us long ago despaired of
ever conquering.

Andrew tied six flies – a Blue Dun, a Parachute Blue Dun, a CDC Emerger, a Red Spinner,
a Black Alder, and an AM Caddis. He has since provided a very comprehensive set of notes
on the history, use and tying details for each of these flies, and we will publish these notes in
future newsletters.

Here is Andrew’s note on his CDC Emerger:
This fly was shown to me by a fishing guide who lives near Gore in southern New

Zealand. He is an excellent fly tier, has developed a number of flies for the Mataura and
surrounding streams, and this is one of his best. It is one of my first choices when the duns
are coming down and it often succeeds well.

It is absolutely essential that the thorax and abdomen sink while the CDC wings are all that
are above the water. This, of course, is how a hatching nymph appears for the first part of its
metamorphosis to adulthood and, in this condition, much sought after by the fish. At this
stage of the hatch the fish have no fear of the hatching flies escaping and feed on them
deliberately and enthusiastically.

Hook: Tiemco T2487 size 16, caddis/grub hook
Body: Stripped natural Peacock quill from a tail eye feather.
Tail: Not normally included, or if wanted then short and soft grey hen hackle

whisks.
Thorax: Dark hare fur, or dark under fur from possum tail. Spin on thorax after tying

in CDC feathers.
Wings: 4 Black Duck CDC feathers, not too large.

When tying this fly start at the eye and wind tying thread to well round bend of hook. Tie in
peacock quill and wind thread back to middle of hook shank. Wind on Quill and tie off half
way back to eye. Tie in 4 CDC feathers, at root end with tips pointing backwards. Then tie
the thorax with spun fur in front of CDC and over roots. Pull CDC feathers forward and tie
in behind the eye. Go around the CDC fibres, as close as possible to the shank of the hook, a
couple of times to tidy them up and to keep them away from the eye. When pulling the CDC
feathers forward leave an odd short fibre free to imitate the discarded shuck. Trim the CDC
feathers to the correct length. If possible try to judge the length of the CDC feathers to
minimise the trimming. Whip finish and dress.
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Hubert’s Foam
Hopper

Andrew’s
Emerger

Peter’s Tailrace
Dun
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1932 - 2008

VICTORIAN FLY-FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION
76TH ANNUAL DINNER

The President and Council of the VFFA
cordially invite you to join us

for our annual dinner.

DATE: Friday the 29th of August 2008

TIME: 6.30 for 7PM

VENUE: The Kelvin Club
Melbourne Place
Melbourne 3000

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
Mr. Bob Hart

COST: $50.00 per person
(plus drinks)

RSVP – Wednesday 20th of August 2008
Honorary Treasurer – Mr. Tony Mitchem

PO Box 7424
St Kilda Road Vic 8004

9832 8405 or 0407 309 797



AUGUST 2008 VFFA 5

VFFA 76TH ANNUAL DINNER
Friday 29 August, 2008

Please bring a guest and come along to the 76th Annual Dinner. Book early,
and don’t be disappointed. Our guest speaker for this year’s dinner is Bob Hart.

BOB HART is a senior writer with Melbourne’s
Herald Sun who scribbles on any subject that tickles
his fancy, but especially food. He is also a regular
broadcaster on food with Melbourne’s top-rating radio
station, 3AW. He appears each week with Ernie
Sigley and, throughout the summer months, presents
the popular Thrill of the Grill program, each Saturday,
on the gentle art of barbecuing.

Bob is an improbable Queenslander who spent his
formative and most fattening years abroad – thirteen
of them in London, seven in Los Angeles – working first on Fleet Street as a showbiz
reporter, feature writer and columnist, and later in London and Los Angeles as a marketing
executive in the music business.

He returned to Queensland with his family in the late 1980s, spent five years in Brisbane
before settling in Victoria in the early 90s, and has been a devout Melburnian ever since. It is
no coincidence that the wine and food trade began to pick up, after a few very bleak years,
soon after Bob arrived in Melbourne.

In addition to food, wine and cooking over charcoal, Bob is passionate about music,
theatre, ballet, opera, literature, sport, travel, hunting and, especially, flyfishing for trout and
any other fish prepared to be similarly outwitted.

What more could we want – an entertaining and lively speaker, with a wealth of
experience and a passion for fly fishing. This will be a fabulous night, and one not to be
missed!

Some memories of last year’s Annual Dinner



Our Annual Dinner is fast approaching. It would be fantastic to see The Kelvin Club
overflowing with VFFA members and their guests. Our special guest speaker Bob Hart

is primed and ready to entertain you. This will be one of my last official duties as President
– a job I have thoroughly enjoyed.

John Philbrick is also standing down as editor and I would personally like to thank Tups
for his words of encouragement and help during my Presidency, as well as thanking him on
behalf of all members for his 13 years as editor. In his various roles as editor, councillor and
President, John has been a tireless worker for our Association.

September is our Annual General Meeting, the time of year when we elect new councillors
and office bearers. I cannot express how much enjoyment I have had on council and as
President of this wonderful Association. If you wish to stand for council please contact the
world’s best secretary, Mr Colin Morrison.

On 17 August we are unveiling the restored grave site of Alfred Ronalds at the Ballarat
cemetery. A very special thank you must go to John Pilkington for all his effort and hard
work in driving this project to completion.

Speaking of jobs well done, Paul Squires must take a bow. It’s wonderful when something
you plan and put a lot of effort into comes off. Paul did a magnificent job running the
VFFA’s Inaugural Art Show. A very special thank you to Paul and his helpers for putting on
such a superb event. If you missed this year’s show, then bad luck. Make sure you don’t
miss next year’s Art Show.

I recently attended the Northern Suburbs Fly Fishers Annual Dinner. I must thank
President Glen Cox and his council for putting on such a pleasurable evening. Peter Morse
was their guest speaker. Congratulations to Peter Cogdon for receiving his Life Membership
on the night.

President’s Message
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A group of happy chaps at Tranquil Rises in 2006.



Warrnambool Annual Dinner was attended
by Peter Boag on my behalf. Peter reported
that a wonderful night was enjoyed by all
who attended. If you have not had the
pleasure of attending the Warrnambool Fly
Fishers Game dinner, please grab a mate
and venture down the highway. You won’t
be disappointed.

Our opening weekend will, for the last
time, be held at Ray Butterworth’s Tranquil
Rises at Flowerdale. Ray is still battling
bad health. Due to his failing health and
inability to maintain the property, Ray has
been forced to put Tranquil Rises on the
market. Please help make our last visit to
Ray’s a very memorable one for all
concerned. Our convener for the weekend
is Peter Boag. Please book your spot on
0408 711 946 or Peter’s home phone:
9690 1017.

The Joseland Society is having a dinner
and book auction on 30 August. All VFFA
members are welcome. To book please
phone Leigh Baragawanath on 0407 517
266.

I am happy to report that Peter McKean is
recovering after his recent stroke. He is
back at work and making cane fly rods in
his spare time.

It is pleasing to note that we are extending
our links both here and overseas. We are
now exchanging newsletters with the Fly
Fishers Club of London (UK), and through
Paul Squires’ overseas contacts, with the Fly
Fishers of Virginia (USA). We already
exchange newsletters with several other
Victorian and Tasmanian clubs, and are
keen to extend this reciprocal relationship
with more fly fishing clubs.

David Grisold

‘You must never allow failure to prevent
you from again raising enthusiasm when
next an opportunity arises.’
(Excerpt from The Way of an Angler)

AUGUST 2008
3 Sunday Casting
10 Sunday Casting
17 Sunday Casting
17 Dedication of Alfred Ronalds’

Memorial at Ballarat
24 Sunday Casting
29 Annual Dinner – Speaker Bob Hart
30 President’s Casting Day

SEPTEMBER 2008
18 Annual General Meeting

OCTOBER 2008
16 General Meeting

– Speaker Phil Bailey
25-26 Opening Weekend - Tranquil Rises,

Flowerdale

NOVEMBER 2008
6,7&8 Fishing Weekend – King River
20 General Meeting
21-23 Fishing Trip – Big River
23 Nov-5 Dec – Fishing trip to NZ

DECEMBER 2008
18 Christmas Dinner

MARCH 2009
7-13 Fishing Trip “Hayes on Brumbys”,

Tasmania
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VFFA Meetings & Activities

Snobs Creek
We have just heard that all research
personnel from Snob’s Creek are being
transferred to Queenscliff. Local residents
at Eildon now fear that the Victorian
Government has plans to either close the
hatchery at Snob’s Creek, or put it out to
tender again. Your licence fees at work?
Who makes these decisions? Who was
consulted?

NEWS FLASH
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John Philbrick has edited the VFFA newsletter for 13 years. It has been his passion, and
over these 13 years he has established and maintained a consistently high standard. He

will be a hard act to follow.
His credentials are superb. As an angler he has fished the best on offer in New Zealand, the

USA, South America, Europe, the UK, and a host of other exotic locations. He was
recognised as one of the masters of Penstock in Tasmania, and when the technique of wade
polaroiding Tassie’s Western Lakes was first explored John was there with the front runners.
So when he wrote about angling, he wrote from a wealth of successful experience.

As an editor he monitored the content with an eagle eye, as well as contributing countless
articles, many under a variety of nom de plumes. He wrote with elegance and style and a
delightful sense of humour. His account of “The Joys of Boating”, written as ‘Phil from
Blessington’ for the August 2003 newsletter, is hilarious, and his piece on “The Art of
Polaroiding” in the July 2001 edition is as good a summary of the technique of wade
polaroiding as you will find.

Some months ago John, a barrister, was appointed Senior Counsel, and thus assumed an
immense and taxing workload. So with reluctance he began shedding parts of the editing task.

This year has been a period of transition. Since February I have taken over increasing
amounts of the task, and during this time John has been more than generous with his
guidance, time and encouragement.

By the time this newsletter reaches readers John will be packing the last of his gear. He is
taking a well-earned break and heading to Poland to fish the San River (venue for the World
Fly Fishing Championships in two year’s time). From there he flies to the UK to fish the
Test. He has recently been made a member of the esteemed Fly Fishers Club of London.

John has promised that his digital camera will be kept in his fishing vest, and on his return
will give us an account of his travels. He has already been scheduled as guest speaker for
one of the VFFA meetings early next year.

John – our heartfelt thanks for your contribution to the VFFA – both as editor and for your
term as President. It is valued and greatly appreciated.

This month’s newsletter is another hefty tome. There is lots of fly tying in this edition –
but then again it is winter, and a good time to replenish the fly boxes. We have some talented
tiers in the VFFA, and they have been generous with their skills and information.

The Art Show – a first for the VFFA, and a great success – warrants some space and
acknowledgement of the hard work and time given by so many members. Paul Squires was
the driving force and his energy and efforts were magnificent.

Last edition carried a letter to VRFish by Glen Cox, President of Northern Suburbs FFC,
expressing concern at stocking levels in Victorian waters. It drew some reaction and
comment, so the issue is explored again in this issue.

And lastly – the Annual Dinner is scheduled for this month, and again promises to be a
highlight of the year. We have an excellent guest speaker, so let’s come along on Friday 29
August and enjoy a wonderful night together.

Lyndon Webb email: lgwebb@bigpond.net.au

From the
EDITOR’S DESK
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The ceremony to mark the dedication of
the restored memorial will be held at the
Old Cemetery at Ballarat on 17 August
next at 12 midday.

Following this members are invited to
gather at the BBQ area opposite the
Hatchery in Gillies Street for a
celebratory lunch and drink.

All are welcome and Ronalds’ family
members and members of the Ballarat
Flyfishers’ Club have also been invited.

VFFA OPENING WEEKEND

Friday 25th & Saturday 26th October, 2008

Ray Butterworth’s ‘Tranquil Rises’

65 Collins Road, Flowerdale
(RACV VicRoads Country Street Directory – Map 61 F7)

Collins Road is just past Long Gully Road (marked on the map), and is
the last road on the right before the main road makes a right turn into the
Whittlesea – Yea Road. Ray’s mobile number is 0418 525 445 for those

who find themselves lost.

$25 per night

Convenor: Peter Boag
Please contact Peter on Home: 9690 1017 or Mob: 0408 711 946

Don’t miss this magnificent weekend

ALFRED RONALDS DEDICATION
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A RECENT MESSAGE FROM PETER HAYES

Dear Fly Fishing and Casting Friends,

If I haven’t returned your emails yet I would like to let you know
that I will do so in the next week or so. I have been working flat out
on learning more about fly fishing and fly casting so that you can
benefit from my new found knowledge in the future.

I am still in Baltimore, Maryland, USA (where the great Lefty
Kreh lives) and I depart this morning for the Beaverkill River and
Roscoe (where Joan Wulff lives).

I have just spent the most pleasant and enlightening two days with the world’s most Iconic
Fly Fisherman, Lefty Kreh. I have no idea how to begin to convey some of his wisdom and
knowledge to you. I guess it will come out over time in my newsletters and very clearly in
the future casting classes that we have together. Perhaps let me start this process by telling
you that his depth of understanding fishing and the fly cast are only exceeded by his
‘Generosity of Spirit’. There is a lesson there for us all.

I spent last week in Northern Montana at the Federation of Fly Fishers Annual Conclave. I
met great people there and again, learnt so much. I believe I earned much great respect that
week and was able to put Australian fly casting on the map.

My travelling companion, Simon Zarifeh (my latest and nearly greatest student), was the
only one of five candidates to pass his Master Casting Instructor’s certification. I
congratulate him for his achievements and I am pleased to be able to assist him in passing
this most difficult of tests.

Prior to the FFF conclave I spent 10 days fishing in Montana and looking at Spring Creek
projects. Again I have learnt so much from master river fishing guides. I know our business
will be all the better for it. I have many great ideas for the rehabilitation of the watercourse
back home at Hayes on Brumbys.

I will be home in a few days and look forward very much to spending casting time with
you all again. I am excited and keen to get on with it. There are still plenty of spaces in my
classes so have a look at the casting schedule on my web page, www.flyfishtasmania.com.au
and let me know if a date and class suits. I would love to have the opportunity to convey
some of this information to you.

PS I visited Jerry Siem (the head
rod designer at Sage) at the Sage
rod company when I arrived in the
states. Boy have I got some stories
to tell about this man, his casting
and his rods. I was very, very
impressed by what he is doing and
the future directions of the world’s
greatest rod company.

Kindest regards
Peter



AUGUST 2008 VFFA 11

VFFA 2009 TASMANIAN TRIP

Having had a fabulous time in March 2008, the VFFA will return to Cressy next year for the
period Saturday 7 March to Friday 13 March.

Hayes on Brumbys has been booked. Bed and breakfast will be provided, along with linen
and towels. We will self cater for lunch and get together for a barbecue at dinner time. Peter
Hayes and his guides will be available to take you to the streams or lakes of your choice.

Accommodation is limited so if you are interested in being part of the team please contact
Hamish Hughes on 9822 6811 or hthughes@bigpond.net.au

WHITFIELD KING RIVER WEEKEND
7-10 November

It is planned to have an early season weekend on the King River and its environs early
in November. We will be staying at the Mountain View Hotel in Whitfield.

Recently Hamish Hughes and Paul Squires joined me on a reconnaissance of the
area and it was fantastic to see the river running a banker.

We stayed overnight at the Mountain View Hotel, where our host Bruce Doherty
looked after us very well. The accommodation is comfortable and the evening meal
was excellent.
This is a beautiful area that has been hit hard by drought and fire in recent years.
However the word is that it will be well worth a look prior to Christmas.

So if any of you gentlemen wish to join us to find out for yourselves call Hugh
Maltby at work on 03 9455 9017 or at home on 03 9459 2241

We look forward to your company.

Boating on Brumbys Creek.



The Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers have made a
very kind offer. They are inviting interested
VFFA members to become Affiliated
Members of their club. At a cost of $35 per
year VFFA Affiliated Members would have
access to the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers’
stocked dams (more than 20 in total, located
around the Thorpdale area). They would
also receive club newsletters and flyers, and
would be welcome at all club meetings and
events. However they would not have the
same voting rights as full local members.

LVFF annual Membership commences in
September of each year and runs for 12
months.

Affiliated Members would need to wear
the LVFF badge when fishing the dams, and
display an LVFF sticker on their cars, so
that property owners will know that they are
bona fide members. Once a VFFA member
has paid his joining fee, he will be supplied
with a cloth badge and car sticker, along
with guidelines and phone numbers of
LVFF Committee Members. It is stressed
that only VFFA Affiliated Members will be
allowed to fish the dams – guests will not

be permitted.
Affiliated Members wishing to fish a dam

will need to phone one of the LVFF
Committee Members, who will arrange to
meet them and take them to one of the club
dams. (LVFF members living locally know
which dams are fishing well, and also which
dams are temporarily unavailable for
fishing).

While the money raised from the $35
annual fees will be used to stock the dams,
all anglers are encouraged to practice ‘catch
and release’. (Visiting anglers are also
invited to make a financial contribution to
the funds used for stocking the dams so that
a good head of fish can be maintained in all
dams. Local members regularly contribute
to the ‘stocking fund’.)

VFFA members wishing to join LVFF as
an Affiliated Member should fill in the
enclosed Membership Form and post it,
with payment of $35 plus a donation to
assist stocking, to Dave Egan, President of
Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers, PO Box 180,
Churchill, Victoria 3842.
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AFFILIATION WITH LATROBE VALLEY FLY FISHERS

NO BULL
It has been suggested that ‘describing fly fishing as a hobby is akin to describing brain
surgery as a job’. Fly fishers have certainly proven over the years to be creative,
clever, and enterprising.

Take the example of Dave Egan, President of the Latrobe Valley Fly Fishers. Dave
reports that one of their well-stocked dams is in a paddock which is often occupied by
a bull. And not just any old bull. This one is mean, nasty, irascible, easily irritated,
cantankerous, ill-tempered, and quite experienced at despatching hopeful anglers from
his patch.

But Dave has his measure. When he visits he takes a goodly supply of premium
hay. He drops some of the hay just over the fence near a gate to an adjoining paddock,
and then opens the gate. The bull invariably wanders straight through for morning tea.
The gate is then securely locked. When Dave has finished his fishing he simply
reverses the process. The rest of the hay is dropped back on the dam side of the fence
and the gate re-opened. The bull returns for afternoon tea, and Dave shuts the gate
again and quietly disappears.



The VFFA Inaugural Art Show was held
at the Victorian Artists’ Society on the

weekend July 25-27. The official opening
on the Friday evening, July 25, was well
supported, with more than 100 guests
attending, including VFFA members, artists
and friends. The catering was by Jean
Jaques Lale-Demoz, who provided a
selection of exquisite cheeses served with
crusty bread, drinks and other refreshments.
Apart from his fine work in the kitchen,
Jean Jaques is also skilled with the paint
brushes. Six of his paintings were on
display.

On the Saturday again over 100 people
viewed the exhibition, with many
complimentary remarks about the quality of
works and display of the exhibition. Our
thanks to Ian Young and Kris Peter who
provided us with advice on how to structure
the show and develop the entry forms and
layout.

Julian Bruere, of the Victorian Artists’
Society, judged the show and spoke highly
of the quality and mix of artworks. The

winner was Pieter Zaadstra’s magnificent
“Rise From The Weed Cover”. Pieter is a
highly talented artist, and deserves all the
accolades.

Highly recommended certificates were
awarded to Robert Maclaurin’s etchings,
and Ian Moule’s acrylic on canvas: “Lesson
Time”. In the sculpture category, an
Honourable Mention was awarded to
Tyrone Jaspers. His creativity captured
many visitors’ imaginations with his
sculptures of the “Klinkhamer” and “Royal
Wulff”. The hackle was made of wire and
the dubbing (rough and very realistic) from
barbed wire.

Congratulations to all who contributed
pieces of their work, and especially to the
winners!

David Grisold, VFFA President, and Paul
Squires, Art Show organizer, indicated that
the VFFA will hold the exhibition again
next year, at which time the scope of
exhibits will be broadened. This will
provide an opportunity for bamboo rod-
makers, custom reel builders, handcrafted
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“Rise From The Weed Cover” – the winning entry.

INAUGURAL VFFA ART SHOW
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wooden fly box producers, and handcrafted
landing nets to display their craftsmanship.
The invitation is open to artists all over
Australia, and contributors do not have to

be members of the VFFA.
The resounding success of this inaugural

venture was due to the contributions of a
number of people. Our thanks especially to
–
• Bill Classon and Trevor Hawkins of “Fly

Fisher”.
• Hamish Hughes and Rick Innes for

advertising and layout work.
• Richard Salvado, Rick Williams, Kris

Peter and Colin Morrison for helping hang
the exhibition.

• Jean Jaques Lale-Demoz for catering.
• John Pilkington for legal advice.
• The artists who supplied a high quality

body of work for the exhibition.
• David Grisold and the VFFA Council for

supporting the idea of the VFFA Art
Show.

(It should noted that $12,000 in sales of
artwork was made over the weekend.)

Ian Moule and his prize winning entry – “Rainbow Trout”

Fishing the Rubicon.
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Royal Wulff.

Watercolour of brown trout.

Tuna sculpture.

JOSELAND
MEETING

&
BOOK AUCTION

VFFA Members and all Guests
Welcome

The next Joseland Meeting will be at
Lincoln Room - Manor Best Western

669 Maroondah Highway
Mitcham

BOOK AUCTION
5.00 pm Viewing

6.00 pm Start

SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 2008

We have the function room booked with
round tables of 8-10 people.

Payment will be direct to the restaurant
on a per couple basis.

AUCTION TIMES:
6.00-7.00 pm
8.00-9.00 pm

AGM 7.00 pm

Dinner orders at 7.30 pm sharp.
Cost $40 per head

Meal – Choice of two Mains on Menu
and Dessert

PLEASE RSVP by 12 August 2008
Telephone Leigh Baragawanath

0407 517 266

THIS WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT
AUCTION
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PRESIDENT’S CASTING DAY

SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 2008
11.00 am

Come and cast at the
Red Tag Pool, Fairfield Park

(Melway Map 2D H2)

BBQ lunch and drinks provided.

Peter Campbell celebrates his
25th year cooking the barbecue
and providing the apple pies.

Bring your favourite rod and enjoy the
food, fellowship and some fun casting.

All Welcome!
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From Daniel Hackett’s Website: riverfly.com.au

The Fly Fishing Season in Tasmania – August and September
The months of August and September see the new season open, and the first opportunity to
catch trout on dry flies. Whilst the fish are predominantly nymphing for caddis, mayfly and
scud, along with anything washed in from floodwaters, August and September can see fish
caught on beetle imitations during optimum conditions. Flooding is common, but most
floods subside within a day or two in the headwaters, and can be avoided by fishing different
catchments. Fishing is challenging during August and September, but you can have some fun
days fishing little creeks for small aggressive fish at close range.
Hatches: Caddis moth, stonefly and cockchafer beetles (terrestrials).

October
October can see the first of the major mayfly hatches giving rise to world-class dry fly
fishing, though floods and foul weather can be a threat to the fishing. It has its highs and
lows! Hatches: Red and black mayfly spinners, baetid mayflies, caddis, cockchafer beetles

Past season highlights: diary entry from the 2nd week of October – ‘Fished the first mayfly
hatch of the season on the famed Macquarie River. Unbelievable fishing. Arrived to find
spent caenid mayfly, followed by a dun hatch and red spinner fall. 25 browns hooked and
landed, with eight at 3lb or better plus many broken off on the strike or in the thick weed.
The Shaving Brush worked well.’

SPECIAL OFFER
COLUMBIA SHIRTS/LOGO

$70.00 each

POLARFLEECE JACKETS/LOGO
$40.00 each

POLARFLEECE SLEEVELESS VEST/LOGO
$35.00 each

To order a shirt or two contact
Hugh Maltby on Work: 9455 9000

Mobile: 0400 887 065



A journey to sample POINTWATER.

Please call John Pilkington and add your name to the growing list of
VFFA members who have experienced the unique

“Enochs Country Club”
and enjoy the POINTWATER

Phone John at home: 9489 2186

BIG RIVER WEEKEND – 17 & 18 NOVEMBER

18 VFFA AUGUST 2008
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The July edition of our VFFA newsletter
carried a letter by Glen Cox, President of

the Northern Suburbs Fly Fishing Club,
expressing concern at the state of the Victorian
trout fishery and the apparent reluctance of the
DPI to put trout into our rivers and lakes to
remedy the situation. Glen drew some
comparisons between the efforts of the Victorian
DPI, which stocked 200,000 trout in our waters
last year (down from 370,000 in 2006), and the
NSW Department of Primary Industries, which
dropped close to 3 million fish into their lakes
and rivers in 2007. He re-affirmed the crucial
social and economic importance of the Victorian
trout fishery, particularly to rural communities,
and finished his letter with a plea for increased
stocking levels across the state. The letter was
reprinted in our VFFA newsletter because it
seemed to capture the sentiments and concerns
of many of our members.

Glen reports that his letter drew a swift
response – with phone calls from both VRFish
and from the DPI. David Grisold, VFFA
President, also received some phone calls and
emails. So it stirred things up, and raised some
fascinating and relevant issues.

It was suggested that comparisons between
NSW and Victorian stocking figures are unfair
in that the trout stocked in NSW waters are
fingerlings and fry, whilst in Victoria the DPI
stocks yearlings (20 – 25 cm in length). The
survival rate of fingerlings is estimated at
around 5% at best, so when 3,000,000
fingerlings are released, perhaps only about
150,000 (5% of 3,000,000) are likely to survive
to the yearling stage. On this basis Victoria is
not doing quite so badly.

Any assessment of NSW stockings also needs
to take into account the large New England area
of northern NSW, which has now come out of
drought, and where the streams have little or no
natural reproduction. Hence they are heavily
stocked with rainbow fingerlings after a drought
to secure the fishery until the next drought. The
balance of the NSW stockings usually go into
Eucumbene, where periodic mass stockings of
rainbows are found to give the best return to
anglers.

Philip Weigall has confirmed that stocking
with yearlings often appears to be the better
policy, especially in impoundments with large
numbers of predatory fish like redfin. Recent
monitored attempts to stock fingerlings and fry
into Tullaroop and a few other impoundments
were virtual failures.

All of this gives a more accurate comparison
of stocking rates for NSW and Victoria, but still
doesn’t explain why the figures for Victoria
appear so low when the feeling among anglers
is that the fishery is in desperate need of some
assistance.

In his letter, Glen mentioned the disastrous
Victorian Fly Fishing Championships held
earlier this year at the Pondage, where some 40
of the state’s best anglers fished hard all day for
a mere handful of fish. This event had an
interesting sequel. Concern about the lack of
trout in the Pondage had been growing for some
time, and the dismal results from the Fly
Fishing Championships brought it to a head. Dr
Peter Appleford, Director of Fisheries, and
Travis Dowling, Manager of Inland Fisheries,
were invited to Eildon to discuss this state of
affairs with local business owners, whose
livelihoods were largely dependant upon
tourism (ie visiting anglers). As a result an
immediate stocking of 20,000 fish was
promised. 10,000 have already been stocked,
with a further 10,000 to arrive in the next few
weeks. Over recent years the number of fish
released annually in the Pondage has been
reduced from 12,000 down to about 4,000.
Locals are hopeful that the annual liberation
might now be returned to 12,000.

In any case, it was pleasing to note that senior
bureaucrats, in this instance, were responsive to
the concerns of local towns folk whose financial
survival is dependant upon the quality of the
local trout fishery and its consequent impact on
tourism. It is important to remember that the
majority of Victoria’s freshwater anglers still
target trout as their preferred species.

Glen’s letter raised two questions that need to
be examined – is the Victorian trout fishery
currently in serious decline; and is stocking our
waterways with trout the best remedy? The

TAKING STOCK?
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answer to both appears to be the classic ‘Yes
Minister’ response: ‘Well, yes and no’.

In looking for a reasonably factual and
authoritative appraisal of the current state of our
fishery, I sought the wisdom of Philip Weigall.
Phil hardly needs any introduction. He is the
author of several books and countless magazine
articles on trout fishing in Victorian rivers and
lakes, and, as a professional guide, is out on the
water most days of the year. Who better to give
an informed assessment?

According to Phil, the condition of the fishery
varies across the state. The greatest decline has
been with our lakes and central Victorian
streams. The lion’s share of the damage can be
put down to the drought, compounded in a few
cases by the reluctance of some water
authorities to allow their reservoirs and
impoundments to be stocked if there’s even a
small risk they may become too low for trout
survival. However even the decline in the lake
fishing has not been universal, with lakes such
as Hamilton, Bullen Merri, Purrumbete,
Lauriston and Bellfield fishing as well as they
have for decades.

In regard to the stream fishing, the only loss
that has been independent of drought is the
lower Barwon River, where stocking ceased for
the first time in over a century for misguided
ecological reasons. To quote Philip: “Any
decline in stream fishing in eastern Victoria is
much less easy to argue, at least broadly. I have
enjoyed fishing equal to or better than the best I
have enjoyed in my lifetime on a number of
these streams since the 2003 fires. The Mitta
system has been exceptionally consistent and I
find it hard to think of a better period up there
since I began fishing it in 1976. The upper
Ovens has consistently been very good, and the
Kiewa is at least on par with the long term.

The upper Delatite has been as good as ever,
while the lower section has suffered at times,
but almost entirely due to lack of water (as it
has always done in dry summers). The Howqua
and Jamieson were both knocked around by the
2007 fires, but are recovering well. Parts of the
upper Goulburn are teeming with naturally bred
small fish, which bodes well for the upper
system as a whole.

Business as usual on the Steavenson,
Acheron, Murrindindi and Upper Yarra. The

King Parrot has suffered from low water but
should be fine by this coming season. Further
south, the west Gippsland rivers and Strezlecki
streams seem fine. The Macalister and Mitchell
systems have had a hard time with fire and
flood, but there are promising signs.

Overall, I’d say this stocktake presents a
positive picture of fishing quality in the east,
with a distinct deterioration in the west which is
mainly drought related and particularly affecting
the lakes and streams of the central west.”

When it comes to perceptions of a declining
fishery, Philip suggests that anglers are
notoriously bad at objectively comparing the
past with the present. Very few of us fish with
the same stamina, agility and enthusiasm as we
did in our youth. There’s also the issue of
selective memory. We need to compare past and
present diary entries, including hours fished –
rather than vague fond memories – to make
useful comparisons.

Which brings us to back to the second question
raised in Glen’s letter – the issue of stocking.

There was an interesting debate earlier this
year in the British ‘Fly Fishing and Fly Tying’
magazine. In the January issue, correspondent
Peter Lapsley reported that in 2002 the British
Environmental Agency proposed a total ban on
stocking any ‘wild fish waters’ where there was
natural reproduction of trout. The arguments for
the proposed ban were that stocked fish would
harass the wild fish and dislodge them from
their lies, they would prey on small wild fish,
they would disturb the wild trout spawning
redds, and worst of all, they would mate with
the wild fish, thus diluting the genetic integrity
of the wild fish. The proposed ban provoked a
furious response from riparian owners and river
keepers, who demanded to see the evidence for
these assertions. In truth, the EA didn’t have any
– it was simply ‘erring on the side of caution’.

In response to the outcry the EA
commissioned a study on four typical wild trout
rivers over the period 2002 to 2006.
Intriguingly, the study showed that all of the
original suppositions appeared to be wrong.
When stocked fish were released into these
rivers the wild trout appeared to have no
difficulty in holding their own, there was no
statistically significant drop in abundance or
growth of wild fish, the introduced fish did not
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make incursions into the areas where there were
redds, and there was no evidence of stocked fish
interfering with the spawning of wild fish.

However, the March issue of this same
magazine carried letters from three scientists
who vigorously challenged these conclusions,
quoting evidence from other studies in Europe
and the USA that supported the original
contentions. But then the May issue carried yet
more letters from other erudite gentlemen who
concurred with Lapsey’s original article and
findings. So the debate raged on. What does
seem clear is that stocked fish need to come
from respectable parentage.

In the July/August 2008 issue of ‘Freshwater
Fishing’, Philip Weigall reported on activities at
the Snobs Creek Hatchery. Among his many
positive comments he says: “Questions will
always be raised about the value of stocking
trout whose recent ancestry can be traced back
through several generations of supermarket
shelves. No such worries at Snobs these days,
(where there has been)… a concerted program
of mixing the genes of Tasmanian and NSW
trout over the last three years.”

So we have some beaut trout to stock. Why
don’t we do it? As Dr John Harris, a senior
ecologist with the Cooperative Research Centre
for Freshwater Ecology in Sydney, says (in
‘Freshwater Fishing’, issue 59): “Anglers often
believe that the answer to fisheries problems is
to ‘stock fish’ and ‘if that doesn’t work then
stock some more’. It’s filled with promise... we
can produce huge numbers of little fish, watch
them swim off, then imagine them returning
full-grown in a year or two to restore our long-
ago angling experiences. The fisheries panacea!
Unfortunately, it’s just not that simple.”

For starters, the implications and
consequences of stocking lakes are quite
different to those for rivers and streams, because
trout spawn in running water and not stillwater.

Unfortunately, with the obvious exception of
Eildon, most of our Victorian impoundments are
not connected to a neat network of suitable
spawning streams, so they are not self-
sustaining. To provide recreational trout fishing
they need to be stocked.

Victorian trout anglers who wish to fish lakes
are faced with three options (apart from buying
a plane ticket to Tasmania or New Zealand).

They can fish one of a number of expensive
private fisheries (a well-known Victorian
syndicate charges $2,000 per year for
membership). Or they might choose to join one
of the many clubs that use membership fees to
buy trout and stock private dams. Or they can
fish the public waters that are on offer –
Newlyn, Cairn Curran, Hepburn, and so on. The
problem with these public waters is that their
fish stocks are often quite low, a point made by
Glen in his letter.

Stuart Rees, in ‘Freshwater Fishing’ (Issue 56,
2001), quotes trout stocking densities for some
of our better-known impoundments. At the top
end, Harcourt (or Barkers Creek Reservoir) had
an estimated 34 fish per acre, while at the other
end Cairn Curran and Murdeduke were down
around the 4 or 5 fish per acre. That’s a lot of
water between fish – no wonder they’re hard to
find. If we delve back a little further
(‘Freshwater Fishing’, Issue 7 in 1989) Mick
Hall confirmed that Cairn Curran carried 4 fish
per acre, and went on to tell us that this
reservoir was classified as a “high value brown
trout water”. He compares it with UK reservoirs
that typically carry 20 – 100 fish per acre.

(Mick also pressed a few buttons on his
calculator and discovered that on current
stocking figures, each Victorian angler gets
perhaps one or two trout per year for his / her
investment in an annual fishing licence. Now
there’s something to think about!)

So anglers can feel a little aggrieved, and are
justified in pressing for significantly greater
stocking of our lakes and reservoirs – when they
fill with water again.

Putting hatchery trout into our rivers,
however, is a very different issue. Since the
mid-1970s very few Victorian rivers have been
stocked. The Merri, near Warrnambool in the
Western District, is stocked because it is a
magnificent trout fishery with abundant food
generating fabulous growth rates, but has no
gravel beds for natural spawning. The Hopkins,
Mount Emu, Macalister and Moyne are also on
the stocked list.

So why don’t we stock all the other rivers like
we used to? Mainly because for most it would
be a waste of money and resources, and in some
cases may well be detrimental to the fishery.

In a classic study done by Dr Aubrey Nicholls
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in the mid-1950s the effect of stocking the
North Esk and St Patricks rivers in Tasmania
was investigated. Up to that time they had been
heavily stocked — in the period 1951–54 some
183, 000 brown trout fry had been released into
the St Pats and 97, 000 fry into the North Esk.
Data from Nicholls’ study showed that less than
2% of released fish survived to be available to
anglers, and the mortality of the released fish far
exceeded that of fish produced by natural
recruitment. (These conclusions have been
confirmed by numbers of similar studies in
Europe and the USA.)

Predictably, stocking of these rivers then
ceased. In 1985 a similar study was carried out
on the same rivers to replicate Nicholls’ work.
This second study confirmed his conclusions. It
is interesting to note that in the 1985 study, 30
years after Nicholls’ original work, the number
and average size of fish in these two rivers had
increased significantly (up by about 60%), and
there were between 300 – 350 takeable fish per
kilometre of river. (This translates to three or
four takeable fish on average in every 10 metres
of river – a very attractive proposition). All of
this despite 30 years of no stocking.

Philip Weigall makes the following
observations: all the evidence shows that
stocking contributes nothing to waters with
adequate natural recruitment. There are also
studies showing the dangers of displacing local
strains of trout with careless introductions,
particularly larger stocked trout. So, at best
stocking streams with reasonable spawning
opportunities can be a waste of funds and at
worst it can actually do harm.

(To quote Dr Harris again: “Adverse
population effects can occur when large
numbers of hatchery fish are stocked into a wild
population. Even though hatchery fish may be
much less viable, there can be enough of them
to swamp the remaining wild fish, forcing them
from their habitats or exhausting their food
supply. This can lead to a total loss of wild fish,
followed by the decline and elimination of the
hatchery fish because of their poor long-term
viability. The end result is no fish at all.”)

Phil Weigall advocates ‘intelligent stocking’,
where there’s some reasonable evidence (it
doesn’t have to be conclusive evidence) that
stocking done in the right way will provide a

significant improvement in angling quality.
“Stocking is an appealing solution to poor

fishing because it is relatively simple to do, but
unfortunately genuinely poor fishing (as
opposed to a poor ability to catch fish!) is often
not so easily fixed. In Victoria recent fires and
droughts have proved the capacity of trout
populations to recover rapidly so long as there
are some brood fish left in the system. Stocking
might buy recovery a year quicker, but only if
habitat recovers just as quickly. Then you need
to weigh the benefits of getting the fish back
quicker against the possible loss of the genetics
of the fish that survived the disaster in the first
place.

Fish need acceptable habitat to survive. You
can’t increase the fishing quality on a stretch of
stream that can sustain 100 takeable fish by
stocking 200 fish. We need to remember that
most of the eastern rivers regularly ‘stock’
themselves every winter with far more trout
than they can carry. What we are left to catch
are the survivors – not only of competition, but
also the challenges thrown up by high water
temperatures and lack of cover.”

John Pilkington reports that on a recent trip to
Enoch’s Point on the Big River, he found the
river high and flowing strongly following recent
rain, and saw large numbers of fish leaping a
low waterfall to gain access to spawning areas
further upstream.

The DPI’s own publications make the point
that the restoration or enhancement of fish
habitat is generally a more effective way of
providing quality trout fisheries than stocking.
Habitat improvement, along with good water
flow, will increase the carrying capacity of
rivers and streams, which will result in thriving
trout populations. The Delatite River had poor
stream habitat and thus larger trout were scarce.
However following habitat enhancement works,
including deepening the river’s channel and
introducing more in-stream structure, the
population of quality wild trout has increased.

So, is it ever appropriate to stock a river? It
seems the answer is ‘yes’ if the river has no
suitable spawning areas (eg the Merri at
Warrnambool), or if it has suffered a
catastrophic flood or fire that wipes out nearly
all of the resident population. In these cases
stocking is certainly justified. Otherwise – lets
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put our resources into habitat improvement.
Can we, as VFFA members and concerned

anglers, do anything to promote out trout
fishery? I put this to Philip Weigall and he
offered the following: “The main thing we need
for better trout fishing in Victoria is more rain!
But meanwhile here are a few things to consider:
1. Push for rapid restocking of lakes once water
returns. Key waters like Tullaroop, Newlyn,
Hepburn, Malmsbury and Fyans need to be
restocked sooner rather than later.
2. Related to this, there needs to be an effort,
perhaps even at ministerial level, to regain the
cooperation of some water management
authorities when it comes to public
impoundments being managed as recreational
trout fisheries. It needs to be pointed out that the
prime role of water authorities to provide water
can usually co-exist with the secondary value of
waters for recreational fishing. Our public lakes,
even when drawn down to a fraction of
capacity, can usually still provide worthwhile
trout fishing. And we are after all talking about
public assets, constructed and maintained with
public funds. For inland regional centres
especially, the recreational fishing opportunities
provided by these storages is invaluable, and
Fisheries ought to be able to manage the
recreational fishing aspect directly. In other
words, if Fisheries determine that a given water
is worth stocking on its recreational fishing
merits alone, then it should be stocked.
3. Ask for Fisheries to conduct a fry or
fingerling stocking trial (chemically marked?) in
a self-sustaining stream where angler returns are
contentious (eg the Howqua).
4. Continue to support representative
organisations like VRFish.
5. Support, or even instigate, a stream habitat
improvement program for a given stream or
section thereof.”

Some excellent suggestions there – thank you
again Philip for your thoughtful input.
(Mick Hall informs us that the ATF, with Stuart
Rees as a consultant, is putting together a
recovery plan for our lakes and reservoirs. This
is being developed in consultation with Dr Peter
Appleford, the Director of Fisheries. The
September issue of our VFFA newsletter will
carry a report on the achievements of the ATF
over the past four years).

WINTER CASTING
Has Now Started

Please come and share a coffee and
one of Nancy’s famous cookies with

the Master Caster.

Some people come from Tasmania!

Newer members should take this
opportunity to meet other members

and to improve their casting
techniques.

It also provides a chance to try
other members’ gear.

Be at the Red Tag Pool,
Fairfield

SUNDAYS
BETWEEN

9AM AND 12 NOON

Our Master Casters - Peter Hayes
(10 times Australian Fly Casting
Champion of Champions) discusses the
finer points with the VFFA’s own
Casting Expert Malcolm Elms.
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MORE TASMANIAN MEMORIES

Harvey Taylor has informed us that his latest book, ‘More Tasmanian Memories’, will be out
around mid-September. This is a sequel to ‘Tasmanian Angling Memories’, published in
1996, and will be in the same format as his previous books – a limited edition of 60 signed
and numbered copies. This latest book will have something extra: a DVD is included with
the book. The DVD shows a silent film, dating from 1928, on trout angling in Tasmania, and
is extremely interesting and also very rare!

Harvey is offering his new book to VFFA members before it hits the open market. It will
retail at $150, but Harvey is prepared to make a special price for VFFA members of $120
plus $10 postage. Anyone wanting to pre-order a copy can email Harvey at
anglerslobby@bigpond.com, or call him on 03 5023 2301.

Kind regards
Harvey J Taylor

NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND

Felt Soled Wading Boots To Be Banned From 1 October

The Minister of Conservation agreed in principle last week with a Fish & Game New
Zealand submission to ban the use of felt soled wading boots for freshwater fishing. The
ban, yet to be approved and included in the proposed 2008/09 Anglers Notice for Fish and
Game Regions, will be effective from 1 October 2008, and applies to freshwater sports
fishing anglers in all New Zealand waterways, except those within the Taupo Fishery.

The ban applies to the use of felt-soled waders or footwear incorporating or having
attached a sole of felted, matted or woven fibrous material when sports fishing.

Felt-soled boots are considered a high risk vector or carrier of microscopic aquatic
organisms like didymo. Preventing the spread of didymo is an important aspect of ban, but it
is increasingly understood that felt soles are an effective vector for other microscopic pest
organisms. While there are procedures for decontaminating felt soled waders, it is
acknowledged that these are not practical in many situations. The proposed ban supports
three of the objectives of the didymo long term management plan; to slow the spread of
didymo and other freshwater pests throughout New Zealand, to protect valued sites and at-
risk species, and to maintain the North Island free of didymo for as long as possible.

The use of felt soled waders was strongly discouraged during the 2007/08 season, and the
ban should come as no surprise to most anglers.

Fish & Game New Zealand believes that banning the use of felt soles will immediately
remove a high risk cause of spreading unwanted organisms like didymo among New
Zealand’s waterways. Anglers must still “Check, Clean and Dry” all equipment that has been
in contact with the water wet before moving to a new waterway.

Bryce Johnson,
Chief Executive Fish & Game New Zealand

(Interested anglers may find more information and discussion at this site:
http://www.flyshop.co.nz/cgi-bin/forum/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=1;t=1076)



FLY OF THE MONTH (1)
Mataura Red Dun

Last month Hubert gave details of the nymph that he found particularly effective in
the Mataura and other South Island rivers. This month he is providing the details

of the other fly in his arsenal – the dun that is so prolific on these rivers. It was
developed especially for the low clear water conditions of autumn, but also works well
in the spring hatches. The dun represents the common Mataura Red – a fly that is very
common throughout the length of the river from the headwaters right down to those
sections beyond the township of Mataura. Hubert’s fly is used as a very successful
alternative to the usual candidates – the Parachute Adams and Dad’s Favourite.

Here is the tie, along with tying notes and some photos showing the various stages:
Hook: Dry Fly Hook – size 16 (normally) or size 18. Size 14 is too large.

Thread: Rusty brown Uni-thread, 8/0
Tail: Three fibres of dun-coloured or light brown Microfibbets – tied spread,

and about three times as long as the hook shank.
Abdomen: Rusty brown tying thread.
Thorax: Dark brown fine rabbit fur dubbing .
Hackle: Dark Dun (ie dark grey) – tied in a spherical shape (see photo and tying

notes). The hackle represents the fine wings of the dun, and also
provides a parachute hackle that supports the fly in the surface film so
that it can represent either the dun or the emerger.

Before commencing tying a gallows arrangement must be rigged up above the vice.
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Fig 1 Fig 2

Fig 3 Fig 4
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Tying sequence:

Tie a layer of thread along the hook shank to the bend. At the bend build up a small
hump to spread the tail fibres. (Fig 1)

Wind the thread back about 1/3rd of the hook shank and tie in the Microfibbets.
Hubert ties in 4 or 5 so that when he pulls the thread tight and uses his fingers to
spread the tail fibres around the hump he invariably manages a good spread of the tail
fibres. Any renegades can then be trimmed away and at least three well-placed and
well-spread fibres are left. The fibres need to be about 3 times the shank length. These
long and well-spread fibres keep the fly horizontal on the surface film and aid
buoyancy.

The thread is then wound back towards the eye so that a slightly tapered abdomen is
built up, the abdomen being half of the hook shank in length. (Fig 2)

Tie in a loop of 6/0 brown tying thread at the end of the abdomen. The loop should
be about 5 cm long and after it is tied in it is hooked up over the gallows so that it is
held vertically above the hook shank.

The thorax is now added. Hubert uses dyed rabbit fur, but any fine dark brown dry
fly dubbing could be used. Hubert adds very small amounts of dubbing and carefully
builds up the thorax between the abdomen and the eye of the hook. The thorax should
not be too bulky. (Fig 3)

Take a hackle feather with fibres slightly longer than would normally be used on a
size 16 hook and strip the fibres from the first 10mm of the hackle stem. Hubert uses a
Hoffman saddle hackle – dark dun coloured.

Tie the end of the hackle stem in behind the eye so that the dull side of the fibres is
facing down. (Fig 4)

Wind the hackle stem up the loop of thread held in the gallows a distance of 2-3 mm.
This should use up all of the stripped stem. (Fig 5)

Now start winding the hackle down the thread again in the usual manner for tying in
a parachute hackle. Make 6-7 turns of hackle as you wind back down to the thorax.

Tie off the hackle feather behind the eye, being careful to not cut the thread!
Now remove the loop of thread from the gallows and pull it forward over the thorax

towards the eye. Tie the loop off and finish tying off the tying thread behind the eye.
(When the loop is pulled forward it should create the half sphere of hackle fibres over
the thorax – some standing up vertically to represent the wings of the dun, and others
spread horizontally to provide the parachute hackle to support the fly on the surface).
(Fig 6)

Fig 5 Fig 6



FLY OF THE MONTH (2)
Red Spinner

This month we have a number of flies available, so we’ve decided to add a second
Fly of the Month. Andrew Mossman has provided details of the six flies he tied at

the July meeting. One of these – the Red Spinner – is another that can be used on New
Zealand’s Mataura River.

Hubert has provided details of his Mataura Red Dun, and Andrew has provided
details of his Mataura Spinner. The two together would be very useful in the flybox of
any angler visiting this world famous stream.

Here are Andrew’s notes:
This fly was designed or at least modified by David, my Gore fishing friend,
specifically for the spinner of the Deleatidium Vernale. The natural spinner is a
smallish delicate fly, and is best tied on size 16 or 18 Tiemco T900BL hook. It has
brilliant clear bluish/grey wings, a dark brown thorax and the abdomen is ruby brown
with segments that are clearly marked by pale bands.

This is a traditionally tied fly with normal hackles. It is easy to tie and is often very
effective. On a good afternoon or evening it is sometimes possible to get at least a
dozen fish on this fly. But when the ‘Mad Rise’ gets going success is often much more
difficult to achieve, and a move to size 18 is often required. I normally start with size
16.

To tie this fly:
Hook Tiemco T900BL, or if you prefer barbs T100 size 16
Tail A few whisks of a stiff red cock cape, longish.
Body Stripped Peacock quill, eye feather from tail, dyed scarlet before being

stripped.
Wings Offwhite tiny cock hackle points
Hackle Natural Brown Whiting saddle, ie. brown on the front of the hackle and

very light brown on the back. These used to be called red.

This fly is easy to tie, but it is important for
this fly to have a stiff tail, for the wings to be
prominent, but delicate and for it not to be
overdressed. Three turns of hackle, if of good
quality, are plenty. When tying the wings use
the tiniest hackle points from right up at the
top of the cape. They are difficult to handle but
much superior. Tie them in, in the usual way,
going around the quills and then between the
feathers to separate the wings.
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LIBRARY NEWS
All members should remember that the Mick Martin Memorial Library is one of the most

extensive collections of fly-fishing literature in Australia. It is valuable in its own right but is a
great asset to members wishing to expand their knowledge or who simply enjoy sitting by the
fireside and vicariously enjoying the exploits of others. In addition, the library boasts a number of
videos on trout fishing. Our librarian Marty Rogers will be available prior to each general meeting
to assist members wishing to borrow books or videos.

The library is divided into three parts.
Part 1 Books available for loaning to members.
Part 2 Books available for reference only and not to be taken from the library.
Part 3 Books bequeathed to the Association and not to be taken from the cabinet.

V.F.F.A. ITEMS FOR SALE
The Association has the following quality items for sale:
Columbia Shirts....................................................................$70.00 each
Polarfleece jacket with VFFA logo ......................................$40.00 each
Association ties (blue or maroon) ........................................$35.00 each
Cloth badges...........................................................................$7.00 each
Diaries ....................................................................................$2.00 each
The Australian Trout by Jack Ritchie.......................................$20.00
(Special offer – buy one, get one free!)
V.F.F.A. car stickers ...............................................................$2.00 each

Members wishing to purchase any of these items should contact
Hugh Maltby prior to the monthly General Meeting on telephone 9455 9017.

The following made donations for the raffle at the 2007 Annual Dinner:
• Armadale Angler • Aussie Angler • Australian Fishing Network • Balwyn
Newsagency • Compleat Flyfisher • Fly Life Publications • J M Gillies
• Mayfly Tackle • Michael Steven’s Publishing • Millbrook Lakes Lodge • Neil
Grose - Guided Fishing • Nick Taransky - Bamboo Rod Maker • Pro Angler
Fishing Tackle • Ray Brown, Onkaparinga Flys & Cane Rods • Shakespeare
Australia • Small Stream Fly Fishing
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OVERDUE BOOKS
Our librarian reports that a number of members have failed to return library books on time.
Could all those book loving members who have failed to return books promptly do so.


