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Rick is well-known to us. We know him 
as the proprietor of the Aussie Angler 
store in Briar Hill. Many of us have heard 
him speak at VFFA meetings on previous 
occasions. 
Rick has years of experience in fly fishing, 
has fished in many places outside of 
Australia with significant success, and 

brings to our April meeting a 
wealth of fly fishing experience. 
He has suggested that it might be 
helpful for us to reconsider the 
fundamentals of our craft, and this 
is what he will focus on at our April 
meeting. So be assured we are in 
for a wonderful night. We will be 
greatly entertained and will leave 
feeling well-informed by a highly 
skilled fly fishing practitioner.
So mark it in your diary – Thursday, 
April 23, 6:30pm at the Kelvin Club.

APRIL 2026

Thursday, April 23, 6:30  
at the Kelvin Club

Rick catches lots of superb fish

April Meeting with 
Rick Dobson from 

Aussie Angler
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… John Spragg

At the last General Meeting I far too 
casually mentioned that one of the 
VFFA’s absolute gems was hanging up 
his pen. The editor of Fly Lines, Lyndon 
Webb, is stepping aside as editor after a 
monumental 18 years. By my count that 
is just shy of 200 editions. The amount 
of time and effort Lyndon has put into 
our monthly world-famous newsletter 
is immense. He has turned Fly Lines 
into a much sort-after publication, read 
both internationally and Australia wide. 
The personal touch he has added to the 
newsletter with his quotes regarding fly 
fishing and his actual experiences on 
the water make it my first read of the 
newsletter each edition. We sincerely 
thank Lyndon for his dedication, 
countless phone calls chasing updates, 
and his putting together a wonderful and 
intuitive monthly update. Replacing his 
expertise and maintaining the quality of 
Fly Lines will be a challenge for us. 

Lyndon will step aside and relax from his 
eleven-monthly task at our next AGM. 
He has offered his full assistance to any 
member with the interest and inclination 
to become our new editor. It will be a 
slightly easier task now that Lyndon has 
transformed the newsletter from a mailed 
out printed copy to a digital, printable 
bulletin. We will email out a request for 
expressions of interest in the editor’s role 
shortly. All members and friends of the 
Association reiterate their thanks again to 
Lyndon, who is already a “life member” 
of the Association.

After serving numerous Presidents and 
Councils as secretary and council member 
Kevin Finn has elected to step down from 
Council. Kevin’s contribution to the VFFA 
is immeasurable. He has jumped in when 

asked to fill in roles without question 
and has put in many hours for the benefit 
of the VFFA. We thank Kevin for his 
dedication and guidance over so many 
years, He is not leaving the Association 
so members can personally thank him 
next time they see him. I look forward to 
sharing a sparkling water with him in the 
near future. Thanks again Kevin! 

Now for a good news and a bad news 
story. The bad news is that some “low 
life” broke into the Dobson’s Aussie 
Angler shop in Briar Hill and stole a good 
number of expensive fly reels. Anyone 
who is offered a ‘cheap’ (expensive) reel 
is asked to please let Rick or Jo Dobson 
know and call Vic Police. The good news 
is that Rick has agreed to be the speaker 
at our April General Meeting. I left the 
topic up to him but am sure our editor 
will narrow it down.

Casting practice is on again at the Red 
Tag Pool at Fairfield, and will be run on 

President's MessageVice President’s Message

John Spragg
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the last Sundays of June, July and August. 
We will start at 11:00am, and casting will 
be followed by a barbeque. 

Fly tying will also be on during the winter 
months, with the first session being 
an introduction to fly tying - showing 
attendees how you start their fly tying 
journey. The Council thanks David and 
Jenny Hooke for offering the Botanical Art 
School as the venue. Dates for this will be 
out shortly. 

John Pilkington hosted a great weekend at 
Enoch’s Point, and we thank him for his 
hospitality and a fine dining experience on 
the Saturday night, which included home 
grown lamb from Mansfield, roast spuds 
and pumpkin, with Peter Clayton broccoli 
and Kossie gravy. This was followed by 
sticky date pudding and cream prepared 
superbly by Peter Whitelaw. 

We had 16 attendees and everyone who 
cast a fly hooked at least one fish, with 
some catching more. The Big River fishery 
is alive and well, be it with many smallish 
fish. It was chilly (read that as “bloody 
freezing”) on the Friday, but Enoch’s Point 

only had a sprinkle of rain compared 
to what Melbourne copped, and the 
rivers were clear. The comradery was 
outstanding, as were the jokes. Our thanks 
again to Pilks.

Andrew Fuller, Scott Raggat, John 
Wieladek and Rod Hirst ran a dinner 
meeting for 37 prospective members, 
a good number of them have already 
applied to join VFFA, in very recent 
times it appears we have around 10 new 
members. The future is looking great for 
the VFFA. We thank the four “younger” 
members of council stepping up and 
running this event and doing a great job 
recruiting the future of the association.

Still places available for the Donger 
weekend and Taupo June trip, but be 
quick for both.

Hope to catch up with a good number of 
members at our next general meeting with 
Rick Dobson on April 23 at the Kelvin 
Club. 

Casting Practice at the Red Tag Pool, Fairfield. Not much wind evident – so no excuses for leader tangles
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I had already prepared a few thoughts 
for this month’s newsletter when John 
Spragg’s report arrived. He was very kind 
and generous in his comments about your 
editor, so I thought I should respond in 
some way. The scrappy notes I had started 
writing can wait till next month.

Yes, this is indeed my eighteenth year 
as your editor, and it’s a task I have 
thoroughly enjoyed. I had been a VFFA 
member for many years and have 
benefited in so many ways from my 
membership, so when the opportunity 
to contribute by editing our monthly 
newsletter came my way it was one way I 
had of repaying the debt.

How did it all happen? Back in 2007 I 
was planning to retire from teaching after 
more than 40 years as a maths/physics 
teacher in a number of secondary schools. 
One of these years, 1981, was particularly 
special. I was a participant in the 
Victorian Education Department’s Teacher 
Exchange Program, and this involved 
swapping jobs with a New Zealand 

teacher. So spent the year teaching in a 
school near Hamilton in New Zealand’s 
North Island. 

This was a fabulous year in so many ways, 
and particularly in terms of my fishing. 
Soon after we arrived in New Zealand I 
joined the Hamiton Anglers’ Club, and 
one of the Club’s vice-presidents, a very 
generous (and highly skilled) angler called 
Peter Scott, took pity on this lost and 
confused Aussie fly fisher. Peter took me 
under his wing and went out of his way to 
ensure I enjoyed some top fishing during 
my year’s stay. 

So on Saturdays I would drive to Peter’s 
house, and he would throw me and my 
gear into his work truck, then cart me 
off to some magnificent rivers running 
through farms other visiting anglers 
could not normally fish. Peter’s expertise 
was in farm refrigeration, so he spent his 
days visiting local dairy farms to check 
that their refrigeration facilities were in 
good working order. The farmers relied 
on him, so he was always welcome to fish 

… from Lyndon Webb

From the Editor's Desk
From the
EDITOR’S DESK

New Zealand’s wonderful Tongariro – a world famous trout fishery
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any of the rivers running through their 
properties.

So I got to see, and fish, some truly superb 
trout streams. Mind you, Peter was a 
firm task master. There were plenty of 
occasions when he found a feeding fish 
for me, then gave me clear instruction 
on how I should present my fly to it. If I 
mucked up the cast or landed my fly too 
heavily on the fish’s head, thus wrecking 
the attempted interview, he wouldn’t say 
much but his cold stare of disapproval 
was firm discipline.

And yes, I did get to fish the wonderful 
Tongariro on five or six occasions, often 
in Peter’s company. I well recall one visit 
when I slipped and fell over in this mighty 
river, thus getting thoroughly soaked. It 
was a reasonably warm and sunny day, 
so I removed all of my clothing except for 
my underwear and laid the bits on nearby 
rocks to try to get them to dry out. But 
I didn’t stop fishing. I continued up the 
river (raising some eyebrows) wearing 
only my boots and my underwear. And 
from memory caught a couple of fine 
rainbows too. (I hasten to add this was 
the only time I ever fished clad in this 
manner, but the situation was desperate 
– opportunities to fish the Tongariro were 
not too frequent and it was, and is, a truly 
superb trout fishery.)  

So getting back to 2007 and my imminent 
retirement from teaching – in early 
December the two senior classes I taught 
no longer existed – the students were 
involved in end-of-year examinations, so 
my teaching duties were finished. 

As one of three assistant principals at 
the school one of my tasks had been the 
editing and distribution of our fortnightly 
school newsletter to parents. And my copy 
of the VFFA December newsletter had just 
arrived in the mail – a small number of 
pages with a few black and white photos. 

The thought struck me that with my years 
producing a school newsletter perhaps 
in retirement I might be able to assist in 
some way the production of our VFFA 
newsletter, so I phoned the editor, John 
Philbrick (a city-based barrister), and he 
invited me to come to his chambers the 
following morning to discuss how I might 
be able to help.

So I approached my school principal 
(a good personal friend) and asked if 
it was ok for me to take the following 
morning off, as I had an appointment in 
the city with a barrister. The principal 
exploded: “Lyndon – what on earth have 
you done??? Can I get the Education 
Department’s legal department to help 
you?”

I hastily assured him I was crime-free, 
but just needed to meet with a fellow 
member of my fishing club. His blood 
pressure gradually subsided and he 
nodded his consent. So in due course 
I arrived at John Philbrick’s chambers, 
and we discussed the VFFA newsletter. I 
quickly discovered that John wasn’t too 
interested in continuing his involvement 
with the newsletter, so I was now, with his 
blessing, the new editor. Thus began my 
eighteen absorbing and fascinating years. 

 

Good heavens – even your editor could  
catch fish in New Zealand
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Vice-President John Spragg fishing one of the well-stocked lakes at Millbrook

The VFFA Mission Statement
At a recent Council Meeting the VFFA’s 
Mission Statement was discussed and 
confirmed:

1.	 To promote, uphold and advance the 
practice, culture, and traditions of fly 
fishing, recognising the Association’s 
long-standing heritage in Victoria 
since 1932.

2.	 To foster a responsible fly fishing 
community built on friendship, 
mentorship, and shared knowledge, 
and to promote member connection 
through activities, gatherings and 
digital forums that strengthen the 
Association’s identity.

3.	 To encourage participation in all 
forms of fly fishing - including 
freshwater, estuarine and saltwater, 
and to support the development of 
skills in casting, fly tying, angling 
techniques and related disciplines.

4.	 To protect, conserve and enhance 
fisheries and aquatic environments, 
and to promote ethical angling and 
stewardship of the waters relied upon 
by current and future generations.

5.	 To organise, support and 
conduct activities, events, trips 
and educational programs that 
contribute to members’ enjoyment, 
development, and engagement in fly 
fishing.

6.	 To maintain and preserve the 
literature, history, and cultural 
heritage of fly fishing, including 
books, artefacts, records, and other 
materials relevant to the Association 
and the sport.

7.	 To promote social connection among 
members, through gatherings, 
discussions, digital communication, 
and other forums that strengthen 
the Association’s community and 
identity.

… surely a superb and highly worthwhile set 
of attributes and purposes for our VFFA.
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The Retirement of Kevin Finn as VFFA Secretary 

Our Vice-President, John Spragg, has 
acknowledged the enormous contribution that 
retiring Secretary Kevin Finn has made to the 
administration of the VFFA.

“Dear Kevin,

On behalf of everyone who has had the 
privilege of working alongside you, I would 
like to extend our sincere thanks for your 
many years of dedicated service as both a 
Council Member and Secretary of the VFFA.

Your commitment, leadership, and tireless 
efforts have made a lasting impact on the 
organisation. Throughout your tenure you 
have consistently demonstrated integrity, 
professionalism, and a genuine passion for 
advocating on behalf of members. Your 
contribution has helped shape the direction 
and strength of the VFFA in meaningful ways.

While we are saddened to see you step down 
from your role, we are deeply grateful for 
the time, energy, and expertise you have 
given over the years. Your legacy will not be 
forgotten, and the foundations you have helped 
build will continue to benefit the organisation 
well into the future.

We wish you all the very best in your next 
chapter, and hope it brings fulfillment. 

With sincere appreciation,

Regards

John Spragg, Vice-President, VFFA 

One of Gippsland’s many attractive trout rivers
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New members

The VFFA continues to grow. Our 
membership now includes some 180 
members.

This month we welcome seven new 
members:

Jason Eagleton
Chris Evans
Rory Gibbons
Bryan Guinea
William Healy
James O’Reilly
Phillip Reynolds
Mark Tonner-Joyce
Ian Wakefield”

We trust that these new members feel 
a very warm welcome and find their 
membership enjoyable and immensely 
rewarding.

Never too young to start! Richard Kos, one of our top fly tyers, demonstrating some of the basics
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Prospective Members’ Evening – March 2026
… from John Wieladek

On March 18 the VFFA held a Prospective 
Members’ evening to introduce the VFFA 
to the broader fly fishing community.

Forty anglers attended the evening, and 
they represented a cross-section of both 
current VFFA members and non-members, 
with strong bias to non-members. VFFA 
Council members Andrew Fuller and 
Scott Raggatt convened the evening and 
hosted the night.

The evening commenced with an informal 
drinks session, where both strangers and 
friends swapped a yarn or two, before 
we took our seats for a short presentation 
from Andrew and Scott about the VFFA. 
Then attendees had a chance to show 
their competitive natures in a round of 
fly fishing trivia (including some tricky 
questions about American fly tiers!) The 
originator of the Elk Hair Caddis? Al 
Troth, of course!

Then Scott Xanthoulakis from Wilderness 
Flyfishing shared his perspective on the 
Top 6 Species for Fly fishing. The talk was 
well received by anglers of all levels, 
stimulating plenty of discussion.

The conversation continued well past the 
finishing time, confirmind the success of 
the evening. Of the attendees 24 expressed 

interest in joining the VFFA, and the work 
will now be to introduce them to other 
aspects of the Association.

A huge thank you to Andrew Fuller 
for driving the event, along with Scott 
Raggatt and others who contributed 
on the night to make it such a success. 
We also acknowledge The Flyfisher for 
generously supporting the evening with 
prizes.

It would be well worth making an 
evening like this a fixture in the VFFA 
calendar going forward - to promote the 
Association to sympathetically minded 
anglers.

Keen attendees at the Prospective Members’ Evening
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Recreational fishing in Victoria sits at a 
fascinating and increasingly complex 
intersection of policy, environment, and 
community. In a recent presentation, 
Anthony McGrath, head of VRFish - the 
peak body representing recreational 
fishers - outlined both the opportunities 
and the growing pressures facing the 
sector.

At its core, VRFish exists to represent the 
interests of everyday fishers. Established 
in 1995, it now represents approximately 
150 clubs and associations alongside 
hundreds of individual members. Funded 
primarily through the Recreational 
Fishing Licence Trust, VRFish operates 
with a relatively modest budget given 
the scale of its responsibility: advocating 
for an activity enjoyed by hundreds of 
thousands of Victorians. 

Yet advocacy today is no simple task. 
One of the most significant emerging 

challenges is what McGrath describes as 
“social licence.” This refers to how the 
broader public perceives recreational 
fishing. While historically accepted 
as a mainstream pastime, fishing 
is increasingly subject to scrutiny - 
particularly in urban areas. Councils are 
beginning to restrict access to waterways, 
sometimes citing concerns about animal 
welfare or public discomfort. These 
developments, while still relatively 
limited, represent what many see as the 
thin end of the wedge. 

Closely linked to this is the issue of 
access. For many fishers, access to water 
is becoming more constrained, whether 
through private land barriers, unclear 
regulations, or outright local government 
restrictions. VRFish has identified this as 
its single most consistent advocacy issue, 
and it is pushing for clearer statewide 
protections to ensure fishing remains 
accessible - particularly for younger 
participants entering the sport. 

Environmental pressures add another 
layer of complexity. Victoria’s waterways 
are heavily modified, with dams, weirs, 
and altered flow regimes impacting 
fish breeding and migration. Water 
management itself is deeply political and 
extraordinarily complex, with competing 
demands from agriculture, urban use, 
and environmental flows. For fishers, the 
consequences are tangible: changing fish 
distributions, declining habitats in some 
regions, and increasing unpredictability. 

These environmental challenges are 
not theoretical. They play out in very 
practical ways. For example, warm 

The Future of Recreational Fishing in Victoria: 
Policy, Pressure and Opportunity

(Report on the presentation by Anthony McGrath at our  
March Meeting – prepared Jon Kenfield)

Anthony McGrath speaking at our March Meeting
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water conditions can significantly reduce 
dissolved oxygen levels, meaning fish 
caught and released - particularly trout 
- may not survive. Similarly, large-scale 
events such as flooding can alter estuarine 
ecosystems by affecting the algae and 
habitats necessary for spawning. These 
dynamics reinforce the need for both 
better education among fishers and more 
sophisticated environmental management. 

To address such issues, VRFish places 
strong emphasis on stewardship. 
Initiatives such as best-practice handling, 
responsible harvesting, and habitat 
restoration are increasingly central to 
maintaining the legitimacy of recreational 
fishing. In this sense, the behaviour of 
individual fishers is now directly linked to 
the future of the activity as a whole. 

Overlaying all of this is a significant 
structural change in government. From 
July 1, the Victorian Fisheries Authority 
will be absorbed into a broader entity 
known as Outdoor Recreation Victoria. 
This new body will bring together 
fisheries, hunting, camping, and 
potentially four-wheel driving under a 
single umbrella. While this may create 
efficiencies and increase enforcement 
capacity, it also raises concerns about the 
dilution of focus. Recreational fishers, 
who contribute approximately six million 
dollars annually through licence fees, are 
understandably wary about how their 
funds will be allocated in this broader 
framework. 

Financially, recreational fishing already 
underpins much of the system. Licence 
revenue supports compliance officers, 
stocking programs, and various grants. 
However, the effectiveness of these 
investments is often debated, particularly 
when it comes to the balance between 
stocking fish and improving habitat. 

This debate is reflected in VRFish’s 
current policy priorities. Among the 
headline proposals are a $10 million 
investment in a new estuarine hatchery 
and a similar amount to modernise the 
ageing Snobs Creek hatchery. The latter, 
built in the post-war era, is operating 
well beyond its intended capacity, with 
inefficiencies leading to significant losses 
in potential fish production. While 
such investments are logical from an 
infrastructure perspective, they are not 
without controversy. Some argue that 
certain fisheries are already performing 
well and that funds would be better 
directed toward habitat improvement 
rather than increased stocking. 

A useful lens through which to 
understand these complexities is the 
abalone industry, which Anthony 
McGrath discussed in detail. Once highly 

The meeting with Anthony McGrath was preceded 
by a fine meal together
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lucrative, the sector has been severely 
impacted by disease, environmental 
change, and global market forces - 
particularly the rise of large-scale 
aquaculture in China. The collapse in 
prices and stock levels illustrates how 
quickly a fishery can change, and how 
long recovery can take. In some cases, 
rebuilding populations requires more 
than a decade, highlighting the long-term 
nature of fisheries management. 

For recreational fishers, the lesson is 
clear: sustainability is not optional, and 
short-term thinking can have lasting 
consequences.

At the same time, there are reasons for 
optimism. Many fisheries, particularly 
in parts of Gippsland, are performing 
strongly. Community engagement remains 
high, and there is a growing recognition 
of the need for better stewardship and 
advocacy. The challenge lies in aligning 
these strengths with effective policy and 
management. 

Ultimately, the future of recreational 
fishing in Victoria will depend on several 
critical factors. First, the sector must 
maintain and strengthen its social licence 
by demonstrating responsible behaviour 
and environmental care. Second, it must 
continue to advocate effectively in an 
increasingly complex political landscape. 
Third, it must balance investment between 
infrastructure, stocking, and habitat, to 
ensure long-term sustainability. 

For clubs and individual fishers alike, 
the message is clear: participation, 
engagement, and leadership matter. The 
issues at stake are not abstract - they will 
shape where, how, and whether future 
generations can fish. 

In that sense, the responsibility is shared. 
The future of fishing is not just in the 
hands of policymakers or peak bodies - it 
rests equally with the community that 
values it. 

Our very busy VFFA Librarian Bill Jeans reporting 
back on recent purchases
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Notice of Event - Taupo NZ Trip Winter 2026

(This is a brief summary of details given 
in our March newsletter issue. Interested 

members should consult the details in 
our March issue.)

The Event. A week at Waitahanui 
Lodge, Waitahanui on the shores of Lake 
Taupo, New Zealand, at the height of the 
Rainbow Trout season. Nymph or wet-line 
fishing up and down the local rivers, or on 
the local lakes. 10 positions are available. 

Dates: Arrive Sunday 21, June 2026, 
2:00pm - depart Sunday, 28 June 2026, 
10:00am.

Address: Waitahanui Lodge, 116 State 
Highway One, Waitahanui, Taupo RD 2, 
3378 Waitahanui Lodge | Lake Taupo, 
New Zealand 

Travel: You will need to make your 
own travel arrangements to and from 
Waitahanui, and arrange any travel 
insurance cover you feel necessary. 
You are also responsible for arranging 
your transport while in New Zealand. 
Vehicles can be hired from either Taupo or 
Auckland airport. 

Cost: A$1,700.00 per person for shared 
accommodation; breakfast and dinner; 
daily fishing update; one day guided 
fishing (in pairs) with a local guide. A 
deposit of 50% (A$850.00) is to be paid by 
1 May 2026 and the balance (A$850.00) by 
1 June, 2026. 

Accommodation: You will be expected to 
share a cabin with several other members 
for the week, and depending on numbers, 
you may be required to share a room. All 
cabin facilities are shared for the week. 

Fishing locations: Waitahanui Lodge is 
located on the lakefront of Lake Taupo, 
and is 120 meters from the mouth of the 

Waitahanui River (‘the Rip’). Upstream of 
the river mouth this river offers some 5 to 
6 kms of fishable waters. There are several 
other well-known trout waters within a 
30-minute drive.

Fishing license: A current Taupo District 
fishing license is required. 

Mobile phone: Coverage is good in 
most townships and on major highways. 
However, it may poor/non-existent in 
more remote angling areas.

Weather: The weather in June will 
vary from cold to very cold. Frosts are 
common, and it can be windy and wet.

Guiding: The cost of the event includes 
one day of guided fishing along with 
another participant. 

Participation: Members wishing to 
participate in the event should send the 
Event Co-ordinator an email registering 
their intent to attend. A number of 
members have already indicated they 
wish to participate – those members need 
to respond to this notice confirming they 
still intend to participate.

Event Co-ordinator. Rodger Muir, Mobile 
+61 414 253 890 or +64 224 585 128. 

Email: muirrodger@gmail.com, Postal 
address: 501/25 Windsor Terrace, 
Williamstown, 3016

Event Registration Form (ERF): Event 
participants are required to provide to 
the Event Coordinator a completed and 
signed copy of the VFFA ERF before 
the event commences. This can be by 
downloading, completing and signing the 
PDF version of the EFRF available on the 
VFFA website 

What to do next:
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A Brief Warrnambool Fishing Report

Please register your intent to attend 
ASAP. 

Do not book travel to New Zealand until 
you receive VFFA confirmation

The VFFA will advise if you have been 
successful in obtaining a place in the 
group trip. Book your travel to/from New 
Zealand/Taupo – once you have received 
VFFA confirmation. 

Pay your deposit to VFFA by 1 May 2026 
& balance by 1 June 2026.

Complete and sign the Event Registration 
Form and get that to Rodger prior to 
arriving in New Zealand.

… from Jim Blakeslee

No trout fishing to report. Just bait fishing 
for whiting at Killarney and bream on the 
fly at the Hopkins using a brace of BMS, a 
green dropper and a white one on the tip 
tied on 8lb trace.  

Oh, and I lost a big mulloway last Sunday. 
As I was drift fishing from the boat, 
casting against the cliffs on the Hopkins, 
it grabbed the #6 White BMS and took 
off down river. In less than a minute the 
fish had ripped 150 metres of backing 

off the reel without stopping, and with 
50 metres left on the reel I started up the 
electric motor and began following the 
fish. But not fast enough, because the fish 
still accelerated and with a few turns of 
backing left the inevitable happened - 
PING! When I wound in the line the white 
BMS was gone. 

BUMMER! So, there we have another 
“big-one-that-got-away” story.

Some small Victorian streams are very tight and tricky to fish
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Two Weeks in New Zealand
… from Jim Blakeslee

“Where have all the winged insects 
gone?” 

This is a recurring question I keep asking 
myself this year. Here in the Western 
District of Victoria we are in the third year 
of below average rainfall similar to the 
start of the Millennium Drought from 1990 
to 2000. Rivers and lakes are very low, 
salinity is up and (consequently?) hatches 
of aquatic insects such as chironomids, 
mayflies, caddisflies, stoneflies, dragons 
and damselflies are exceedingly sparse. 
Numbers of terrestrial insects such as 
beetles, grasshoppers and crickets are 
down too. I have seen very few fish rising, 
and most that I have seen came up just the 
once. 

What is going on? When I was in Tassie 
last December water levels in the Western 
Lakes and 19 Lagoons were good, but 
still there were very few insects around 
with Penstock Lagoon being an exception 
on one day during a snowstorm. With 
generally sparse or non-existent hatches 
of midges, mayflies or caddis, and few 
terrestrials such as the Great Lake or 
Gum Beetles flying around and falling 
on the water, I had positive results on 
some sunny days polaroiding the shallow 
lagoons for cruising fish, though couldn’t 

find rising fish to target. On cloudy days 
I was reduced to blind flogging a Great 
Lake Beetle or Stick Caddis in a search 
pattern. But all my carefully tied duns 
and emergers that had worked in the 
past were of no use and thus returned to 
Victoria unused.  

Which brings me to New Zealand. My 
longtime friend Peter Conrick and I flew 
into Queenstown in the evening on March 
5. Peter was born and raised in Geelong, 
and he and I had fly fished together 
extensively in mainland Australia and 
Tassie. He had married an American 
woman, and they had two sons and had 
moved to the Seattle area of Washington 
State in the USA almost 40 years ago to 
raise their family. Since then Peter had 
fly fished much of the Western USA and 
British Columbia, but had never fished in 
New Zealand.

For years I had been sending him photos 
and telling him stories about the great 
dry fly action in New Zealand during 
spring and autumn mayfly and caddis 
hatches, and late summer when cicadas 
and willow grubs were falling on the 
water. And if the fish weren’t rising, I told 

A well-conditioned brown

Peter Conrick with a fine rainbow – the first of many 
that took a #6 Carey Special fly
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him of the thrill of polaroiding, stalking 
and catching big browns and rainbows 
holding on station behind a “dinner plate 
rock” picking off nymphs as they drifted 
past in the crystal-clear New Zealand 
water. 

I told him how I used mainly a tandem rig 
with a size #14 Gold bead-head Hare’s Ear 
trailed by a #16 Black tungsten bead head 
Pheasant Tail nymph. This was fishing I 
had enjoyed for decades on the rivers and 
lakes of the South Island in particular. 
When I heard that Peter and family were 
coming to Victoria in February to visit his 
Australian family and friends, I suggested 
that he and I spend a couple weeks fly 
fishing some of my favourite waters in 
the Southland and Central Otago regions 
of New Zealand before he returned to 
Seattle. He accepted my proposal.

So on March 6, the morning after we 
arrived in New Zealand, we picking up 
a rental car, shopped at Frankton for a 
week’s supply of food and drink, and then 
drove south. 

We spent a half-day fishing Scott’s Beat on 
the Mataura just north of Garston. It was 
sunny and warm, but a strong northerly 
was blowing and there was no dry fly 
action. So I introduced Peter to creeping 
upstream, polaroiding Mataura browns 
from below, then casting flies ahead of 

the fish using my tandem nymphing rig 
to fool them. The weight of the bead-
head Hare’s Ear Nymph helped sink the 
brace of nymphs down to the level of the 
feeding fish as the flies drifted back in the 
current.  

As it turned out, most of the fish we 
caught that day and on the rest of the 
trip took the trailing #16 Pheasant Tail. 
I suggested that before casting it was 
important NOT to spook the fish with the 
flash of the rod or line with excessive false 
casting, and to strip sufficient line off the 
reel so that he would need to make only 
one or two false casts before landing the 
fly ahead of the fish. 

Instead of using a strike indicator I 
suggested that Peter retrieve his line 
keeping pace with the drift of the current 
to minimize any slack in his fly line 
and leader, and to carefully watch the 
behaviour of the fish. If it moved even 
slightly up or to the side of its “dinner 
plate” I told him to lift his rod tip and 
strike. Whilst living in the USA he had 
become accustomed to “covering the 
water” and casting to likely places where 
a fish might hold, rather than walking 
slowly upstream and only casting to a fish 
that he could see. It took him a little while, 
but he got the hang of it and ended up 
catching a lot of fish.

The Pukaki rainbows wore chrome  
bars like steelhead

Jim caught a number of fine rainbows too!
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On our first evening we had checked 
into our cottage near Mossburn on the 
Aparima River in the Five Rivers area of 
Southland for a week’s fly fishing. We had 
sunny, mild conditions and light winds 
most days - good for polaroiding. We had 
one day of rain when the Aparima rose 
and became dirty, so instead of fishing we 
drove to Milford Sound, did a cruise, and 
enjoyed the magnificent scenic views and 
the waterfalls. 

During the rest of our stay the river 
levels were fairly low and fish were 
wary. We fished a beat on the Mataura 
down Nokomai Gorge Road, fished 

the Oreti and Aparima, and gave the 
Hamilton Burn a real thrashing. And 
guess what? No hatches, no willow grubs, 
and few rising fish. So we caught most 
fish polaroiding and using the nymphs, 
though a few took a #16 Parachute 
Adams. I could hear the sound of cicadas 
in the manuka and matagouri bushes, so 
we tried cicada imitations. A few rose to 
our “cicada patterns”- which was exciting, 
though a size 8 or 10 Royal Wulff worked 
as well as any cicada fly. 

After fishing the Southland rivers we 
drove back north, fished a half-day on 
the Beehive Beat on the Mataura, then 
shopped at Frankton and checked into 
a house in Omarama, which was home-
base for our second week. I had hoped to 
see fish rising to small duns that could be 
represented by a #16 Parachute Adams or 
#16 CDC Parachute Dun, or maybe even 
a #10 Blow Fly. We fished beats on the 
upper Ahuriri on Ben Avon Station where 
we caught a few on cicadas, but mostly 
our flies were ignored and fish were down 
behind a dinner plate taking nymphs. The 
browns we polaroided were happy to take 
a #16 Pheasant Tail nymph though. 

When it was cloudy and hard to polaroid 
we found that casting the brace of nymphs 
on the bends in the deep pools across and 
upstream and allowing them to “swing” 
worked well, too. 

We finished off with a couple days on 
the Mount Cook Stream and the top of 
Lake Pukaki, which had spectacular 
views of Mount Cook. The first day was 
cloudy with a bit of rain and a strong 
westerly, so not good for polaroiding. So 
we turned our back on the stream and 
wind, and fished Pukaki where the clear 
water of the stream enters the lake and 
there were good weed beds. We saw a few 
dragonflies buzzing around, so we tied 
on a #6 green-bodied Carey Special – a 
Canadian mudeye pattern. 

Time out for lunch and a cup of tea

One more before calling it quits
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It worked as well in Pukaki as it does in 
the Kamloops Lakes of British Columbia. 
We each caught and released well over a 
dozen Sockeye Salmon that were moving 
up into the stream to spawn. They were in 
spawning colours and only about 0.5 to1.0 
kg in weight, but were great fun to catch - 
leaping repeatedly and carrying on. 

(The Sockeye had been introduced in 
1912 by a cannery hoping to develop a 
commercial fishery for sea-run Sockeye 
“red” Salmon, but after the construction of 
Hydro dams for generation of electricity 
in the 1960’s the runs now consist of 
small landlocked fish confined to lakes 
including Pukaki, Benmore and Ohau).   

Aside from the salmon, we each caught 
half a dozen or more silvery rainbows 
and a couple browns, mostly in the 2 
to 3 kg range that put up a tremendous 
fight, taking all of our fly line and into the 
backing, with spectacular leaps. All were 
in superb condition, so Peter kept one of 
the smaller rainbows for dinner that night. 

When we came back to fish the stream on 
the last day of our trip it was a beautiful 
sunny warm day, with great views of 
Mount Cook and fabulous polaroiding 
conditions. We caught a few more salmon 
and trout from the lake, then turned 
west facing Mount Cook and fished up 
the stream. There were great shoals of 
Sockeye spawning over redds, and lots of 
the corpses of spawned-out dead or dying 
”zombi” salmon drifting downstream. At 
times it was a challenge to pick out the 
rainbows swimming amongst them and, 
rainbows being rainbows, apparently 
feasting on any loose salmon eggs.  

As we walked the north bank of the 
stream we spotted lots of 2 to 3 kg 
rainbows holding against the cut banks 
out of the current or on station behind a 
“dinner plate” in every run and pool, and 
all were happy to take a #16 Pheasant Tail. 
A few even took the #14 Hare’s Ear.  

We had a fantastic time that last day, 
hooking fish that leapt repeatedly, raced 
upstream or downstream ripping line off 
the reel before they were skidded into the 
shallows and set free. And in all that time 
we didn’t see a dun drifting downstream 
or a single fish rise. All my carefully tied 
dries never came out of the fly box. And, 
again, I asked myself: Where have all the 
winged insects gone?”

Some useful flies for fishing New Zealand’s South 
Island – Dry flies (clockwise) CDC Dun, Royal 

Wulff Trude, Parachute Adams and Quill Gordon. 
Nymphs include a Pheasant Tail, Hare’s Ear and 

Quill Gordon
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Summer Fishing New Zealand
… by Trevor Stow

Many people each year visit the iconic 
Lake Taupo area of New Zealand’s 
North Island in the summer months. 
A vast majority of these fly fishermen 
limit their fishing to the lake itself and 
the rivers that run into it. Rivers such 
as the mighty Tongariro, together with 
smaller streams such as the Waitahanui, 
Hinemaiaia and the Tauranga-Taupo (TT) 
are heavily fished. And for a good reason 
- they are wonderful trout streams, and 
they have great access and often good 
fishing. Perhaps the downside is that they 
experience a lot of angling pressure.

The Tongariro River is quite a large 
river with many kilometres of fishable 
water. Due to its size and flow, fish can 

always find a place to hold and feed that 
is not within reach of anglers. On the 
other hand, the other three rivers that I 
mentioned are of quite modest size. On 
these waters it is often an advantage to be 
on the water early, before anglers disturb 
it. 

What many fishermen do not appreciate is 
the excellent fishing that is within an hour 
or so’s drive of the lake. Let’s have a look 
at some of the options. 

East of Taupo is Highway 5, which 
extends from Taupo to Hastings, offering 
access to numerous rivers along its 
route. Among these are the Waipunga 
and Mohaka Rivers, both of which are 
accompanied by roads that offer good 
access. The Waipunga River is divided 
into two segments by a substantial 
waterfall. Upstream of the waterfall you 
can find sizeable brown trout. The river 
below the falls mainly contains rainbow 
trout averaging three pounds. They are 
great fun in the fast water.

The Mohaka River is one of the best in 
the region. It contains both rainbow and 
brown trout. It features a bed of large 

Phil Jones recently spent some time fishing a back 
country river near Taupo and managed to land a 

beautiful 3-pound rainbow trout

There are lots of fine browns in New Zealand’s  
North Island too!
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boulders and shingle and offers good 
access in the middle and lower sections.

Further on there are a host of rivers in the 
Hawkes Bay area such as the Tuki Tuki, 
Ngaruroro, Tutaekuri and Lake Tutira. 
The general topography of Hawkes Bay is 
varied, with hard-to-reach back country 
ranges, running down to rolling hills 
and the plains of Heretaunga. Rivers in 
this region differ significantly in size and 
character. For example, the Tuki Tuki is a 
large river featuring fast rapids and deep 
pools. It holds both rainbow and brown 
trout, some of which are “double figure” 
fish. Generally, access is very good.

The Ngaruroro River’s headwaters are 
quite famous, with some big fish coming 
to the net. Lower down the access is 
excellent, with plenty of roads crossing it. 
Fish in the lower section average about 
2 pounds, with larger trout frequently 
caught.

The Tutaekuri River offers similar-sized 
fish to the Ngaruroro River. It has a 
shingle bed and is well-known for its 
evening rises. The Esk River is a major 
fishery in the area, where the growth of 
the fish is particularly good. The river is 
shingle-based and easily wadable. Large 
trout are often found and caught in the 
downstream sections.

South and West of Taupo also offers some 
great trout fishing. About one hour’s drive 
west of Turangi is the Wanganui River 
and its tributaries. The river runs through 
hilly country and offers many kilometres 
of good fishing. Although rainbow trout 
are the prominent species, respectable 
numbers of brown trout are also present. 
While there are a lot of blackberries along 
this river system, there are also plenty of 
“angler access” points to gain entry to the 
rivers.

During a recent trip two of our members 
from the Bairnsdale Club fished the 
headwaters of the Wanganui River. It was 
a bleak day with showers and a chilly 
wind. Not withstanding the weather, our 
intrepid anglers caught six fish up to six 
pounds, including one on a large dry fly. 
Meanwhile on the Tongariro we went 
fishless on this same day. So, it pays to 
explore.

Further south rivers such as the 
Otamawarua, Whakapapa, Piopiota 

“… and with another fine New Zealand  
rainbow trout

Trevor Stow with a magnificent New Zealand  
rainbow caught on a size 16 Bismarck nymph
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and Manganui-ae-to are also well worth 
exploring. They hold good numbers of 
rainbows with a smattering of browns 
present. When I was there last month, 
my fishing partner and I fished about 
700 metres of the river in this area. 
The water was a mixture of pools, fast 
runs and pocket water. As there was no 
surface activity, we tied on one of Hubert 
Reichelt’s famous Bismarck nymphs 
in size 16. In this boisterous water you 
would think that trout would not be able 
to see a tiny fly such as this. They saw it 
all right - we caught 12 lovely rainbows 
up to 4 pounds.

About an hour south of Turangi is 
Taihape, where the Rangitikei River flows 
below towering cliffs. The road runs 
alongside the river for some distance, with 
multiple bridges offering fishing access.

I have mentioned only a few of the rivers 
in the Taupo area. I encourage anglers 
to occasionally get away from the lake 
and its rivers and take a look at what 
the larger region offers. You may be 
pleasantly surprised, and I am sure you 
will enjoy the scenery.

This is an old photo of Tom Sutcliffe fishing a South African lake. To quote – “Dr Tom Sutcliffe (passed 
away in April 2024) was South Africa's most influential trout fly fisher, author, and artist, and renowned for 

transforming local stillwater angling through technical innovations such as his  the DDD fly pattern.”  
Tom’s books are superb and well-worth reading.
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This Month’s Yarn

“You know, at times trout will eat almost 
anything,” remarked Alf, while waiting 
expectantly for the barmaid to pour 
another round of lunches. “In fact, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if they even ate 
something as silly as mushrooms.” 

McTaggart looked up with a very 
quizzical expression, but had no trouble 
rising to the occasion. “It’s not all that 
silly, actually,” he surmised, gazing 
reflectively at the far corner of the bar. 
“And it reminds me of a rather unusual 
experience I had some years ago. You 
know, the lower parts of the stalks of 
mushrooms occasionally hold little grubs 
or maggots, and trout are rather fond of 
these. 

Years ago I was prospecting in the 
Crackenback Creek area, and had stopped 
to boil my billy near the top of a waterfall. 
The view was magnificent, with a sheer 
drop of some 50 feet straight down into 
a huge pool below. There had been some 
rain a couple of days earlier, so of course 
I was interested to see if anything was 
moving in the water above the falls.” 

“The first thing I noticed was about half 
a dozen of those tough scrub mushrooms 
lying on the bed of the creek. They were 
big too - at least 6 inches in diameter - 
and had probably been washed in by the 
recent rain. But as I looked, I couldn’t 
help but notice one of these mushrooms 
moving around quite strangely, and then 
I spotted a fairly decent trout biting on 
the stalk. I reckoned he was after some of 
those little maggots I mentioned earlier.” 

“Anyhow, the trout had got a firm grip 
of the stalk when a sudden swirl of water 
washed the mushroom, with the trout still 
attached, downstream in the current. It 
raced out into the fast water near the edge 
of the fall, and then quick as a flash the 
mushroom and trout were airborne.”

“I ran to the edge to see what happened, 
expecting to find the poor fish floating 
belly up in the pool below. But what I saw 
staggered me - there was the trout slowly 
descending through the air, still hanging 
onto the mushroom - which of course was 
acting as a parachute. The trout landed 
gently on the water below, released his 
grip and swam away.”

“Now I regard trout as the most intelligent 
of fish, and I’m sure this one had worked 
out the whole scenario and saw the 
mushroom as the only safe way he could 
get down to the good pool below without 
injuring himself.”

From McTaggart and Alf – September 1961 
(resurrected by Peter Whitelaw)
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Enochs Point Report – March 2026
… from John Wieladek

Having read John Pilkington’s Where 
Time Stands Still, it was only a matter of 
time before I, too, would make the trip 
to Enochs Point on the weekend before 
Easter. And as an ‘Enochs debutante’, 
tradition would have it that it falls to 
me to provide a report for Fly Lines on 
proceedings.

Work commitments on Friday saw me 
set off on Saturday morning in heavy 
Melbourne rain, with Pilks’ written 
directions in hand. The rain was steady 
until about Flowerdale, where it eased 
up before clearing around Yea. The King 

Parrot Creek was going to have a good 
drink. From Yea to Alexandra to just 
outside Eildon the drive passed quickly 
before the right-hand turn to Jamieson 
came up. Taking this corner you know 
you are starting travelling back in time.

With the heavy rain that morning, I was 
worried that the river would be washed 
out. However, in passing over the 
Taponga River I was reassured by seeing 
the river was low and clear. The road 
followed the river for a few kilometres 
before the Parks Victoria road sign, 
reading ‘Big River Road’, marked the 
point where the trip left the bitumen. The 
road then snaked its way upstream along 
the Big River valley.

Making a debutante’s error, I took the 
first sign reading ‘Enochs Point’. This 
took me down towards the river and 
among a few huts and cabins. Suddenly 
Pilks’s directions weren’t making sense. 
Of course, that’s because you need to take 
the second sign that reads ‘Enochs Point’ 
when coming off the main road!

The Big River at Enoch’s Point has a lot of trout but they can be challenging to catch

Terry Rogers enjoying a break in proceedings
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I made my way through where the old 
town was located and tried to orient 
myself. Travelling a little further I saw 
where a minor track turns back on itself. 
This was in John’s directions! I took the 
track, followed it, passed through an open 
gate, and came upon a gathering of four-
wheel drives under walnut and redwood 
trees. After finding a place to park and 
having a chat to Pilks and Terry Rogers, I 
thought it was time to take a walk around 
the river.  

And now to the fishing. One regular 
was heard saying ‘it was a good trip, as 
everyone caught a couple’. Ray Goddard 
picked up four in a session by Euro-
nymphing, and Kossy caught a couple 
with a dry-dropper rig. Bruce and Corey 
Houghton (father and son) tried their luck 
on the Taponga on Saturday, but despite 
seeing a couple of fish, didn’t have any 
luck landing them.  

The debutante’s approach to fishing was 
marked by laziness and pragmatism. On 
walking out the back gate of Pilks’s place, 
I followed the track to the river and saw 
some grasshoppers jumping through the 
grass. Fly choice thus sorted – on arriving 
at the river I tied on a Noel’s Knobby 
Hopper. Then where to fish? 

Another VFFA member was fishing 
upstream, so I set off downstream to 
the picnic area. Having not fly cast for 

a month, I thought an open clear space 
would be good to start. I walked straight 
into the river from the picnic area car 
park. This stretch had been worked over 
by others, but I thought it’d be good to 
do some casting practice first. Three casts 
in – splash - and a small brown was on the 
line! But more wading and more casting 
brought nothing else, so I tried a spot a 
little downstream from the picnic area. 
Here I tied on a size 12 Geehi Hopper, 
and some more casting and more wading 
brought another brown to the net. Then I 
saw Kossy on the bank, and he gave me a 
lift back to the camp.

Back at Pilks’ place, Jon Kenfield reported 
he had some success with an unidentified 
hopper-type pattern that he found in a fly 
box he had picked up at a VFFA auction. 
It was passed to Kossy for identification. 
It seemed to be a bit of everything. Then 
Artificial Intelligence was set on the 
anonymous fly. A photograph was taken 
and out came the name of a fly that 
seemed similar.  

Which leads me to how mobile telephone 
coverage made it as far as Enochs Point.  
Looking at the hills surrounding where 
the old town was located and the thick 
forest that covers the hills, one wonders 
how that part of the electromagnetic 
spectrum made it so far up the valley.  

Was it picking up the signal from nearby 
Mount Terrible, which looms over the Big 
River valley? Not quite, though I’m sure 
Mount Terrible plays a part in relaying 
the signal onwards to the network. The 
story I was told was that a country doctor 
enjoyed visiting Enochs Point whilst on 
call. To ensure that he was contactable, 
a repeater was installed. It looks like a 
dinghy mast crossed with a Hills Hoist 
and can be seen on the walk down to the 
river.

Relaxing between the meals and the fishing – in truly 
delightful and very relaxing surrounds
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Pilks’s oven had been warming for a few 
hours, in waiting for three legs of lamb. 
Fortunately, the dinner complied with 
John Spragg’s strict dietary requirements 
-John only eats vegetarians. Dinner was 
served on the long table under the trees. 
Lamb, roast vegetables, gravy-loaded 
plates, and then desert - Peter Whitelaw’s 
sticky date pudding, which was perfect. 
(One or two participants observed that it 
could have used a secret unconventional 
ingredient another Enochs Point chef used 
some years ago….!). The dinner was done, 
and the stories and wine continued for a 
few more hours before we turned in to our 
cabins.

The next day was a blue-sky day, and 
the parties of visitors gradually left the 
valley. Pilks brought out his folder of 
photographs of Enochs Point from years 
past -including a picture of a public house 
effectively run on an honesty box basis! 

Having said my goodbyes and thanking 
Pilks for his hospitality, one last tricky bit 
of driving lay ahead - some 200 metres of 
rutted track back up to the second Enochs 
Point sign. Slowly and gradually my 
Subaru lurched from rut to rut, eventually 
reaching the Big River Road. Retracing my 
steps, I drove out of the mountains and 
back into the Goulburn Valley.  

A short detour at Thornton revealed a 
clear river at the bridge, probably running 
at about 3,000 megalitres. Another 
fly fisher was wading in the distance, 
nymphing with a bright green indicator. 
I thought about having a quick flick, but 
a glance at the time saw me passing on 
through and heading for home.

The Saturday night banquet under the stars is 
always one of the special features of the  

Big River Weekend



APRIL 2026 VFFA 27 

The VFFA thanks our 
loyal sponsors in 2025

We aren’t the oldest shop 
around - so we try harder.

- and our core staff have over 100 years 
of fly fishing experience. So we can help.

PRICE MATCH - OR CHEAPER
We try and price match, so if you find an 

identical ‘in stock’ item advertised cheaper 
elsewhere - it is worth giving us a call.

www.essentialflyfisher.com.au    03 6331 8944 
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FLY OF THE MONTHFLY OF THE MONTH
Rod Barford’s Orange Spinner

Rod is well-known in the Australian fly fishing world, as he was a prominent 
guide and member of a number of government committees and groups involved 
in our trout fishery. He is also a very keen fly tier and has designed a number 
of effective flies he uses regularly in his fishing and guiding. Here is his Orange 
Spinner (which we previously featured in our March 2015 newsletter. It is well-
worth another look!)

 

Materials for Rod’s Orange Spinner

Hook: 	 Kamasan B400, sizes 12 & 14.

Thread: 	Orange Pearsall’s Naples (or orange 3/0 Unithread).

Tail: 	 Three black Microfibbets.

Body: 	 Orange Pearsall’s Naples.

Hackle: 	Good quality well-marked Furnace cock hackle. 26 VFFA MARCH 2015
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Tying Procedure:

1.	 Tie in three black Microfibbets, using the thread to ensure the three tail fibres are 
widely spread in typical mayfly fashion.

2.	 Then continue winding the silk to form a typical tapered mayfly body.

3.	 Tie in the prepared hackle feather and wind it on. Ensure the hackle placement 
leaves room for a larger than normal head. The dark centre of the furnace hackle 
gives a good representation of the dark thorax of the real insect.

4.	 Whip finish the fly and add a drop of head cement.

5.	 Then trim off the bottom of the hackle so that the fly sits flat on the water surface. 
Ideally the remaining hackle should be about half of the hook gape.

Fishing a small stream in South Africa
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VFFA 2026 meetings & other activities

(Unless otherwise notified, all meetings are at the Kelvin Cub,  
14 - 30 Melbourne Place)

April
17 – 19	 Donger Weekend (Organiser Peter Clayton)
23 Thursday	 General Meeting – speaker Rick Dobson from Aussie Angler,
6:30 for 7:00pm 
29 Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00 pm
May
2 Saturday	 ATF Loombah Weir Project Induction Day (Rodger Muir)
3 Sunday	 Snobs Creek Open Day: 9:00am – 3:00pm
10 - 14	 Team 1 on site at Loombah Weir (Whitelaw, Tuck, Walton)
21 Thursday	 General Meeting – speaker TBA, 6:30 for 7:00pm
26 Tuesday	 Fly Tying – The Fundamentals - Part 1 (Richard Kos, 7:00pm at the 

Botanical Arts School, South Yarra)
27 Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00 pm
June
2 – 8	 Team 2 on site at Loombah Weir (Clayton, Spragg, Muir)
16 Tuesday	 Fly Tying – The Fundamentals - Part 2 (Richard Kos, 7:00pm at the 

Botanical Arts School, South Yarra)
18 Thursday	 General Meeting – speaker TBA, 6:30 for 7:00pm
24 Wednesday 	 Council Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00 pm
21 – 28	 Winter Taupo Event (Organiser – Rodger Muir)
28 Sunday	 Casting Day, 11:00am at the Red Tag Pool, Fairfield 
	 (followed by a barbecue)
30 Tuesday 	 Fly Tying – Intermediate  (Richard Kos, 7:00pm at the Botanical Arts 

School, South Yarra)
July
23 Thursday	 General Meeting – speaker TBA, 6:30 for 7:00pm
26 Sunday 	 Casting Day, 11:00am at the Red Tag Pool, Fairfield 
	 (followed by a barbecue)
28 Tuesday	 Fly Tying – Advanced  (Richard Kos, 7:00pm at the Botanical Arts 

School, South Yarra)	
29 Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00 pm

August
20 Thursday	 Annual Dinner – Venue and Time TBC
26 Wednesday	 Council Meeting – 6:30 for 7:00 pm
30 Sunday	 Casting Day, 11:00am at the Red Tag Pool, Fairfield 
	 (followed by a barbecue)


